Big Ben
Every town and city has its own tourist attraction for example the Kremlin in Moscow, the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, the Eifel Tower in Paris, the Opera House in Sidney and so on. London has one as well. It’s the most famous clock in the world called Big Ben. So, my story will be about this magnificent point of interest.
Most people think that Big Ben is the tall[image: C:\Users\Дарья\Desktop\big_ben_watched.jpg] clock tower that stands above the Houses of Parliament. Well no! Big Ben isn’t the clock tower. It’s one of the four huge bells inside the tower. It was nicknamed after the Commissioner of Public Works at the time, Benjamin Hall. Another theory for the origin of the name is that the bell may have been named after a contemporary heavyweight boxer Benjamin Caunt. Officially, the Clock Tower’s bell is called the Great Bell though it is better known by the name “Big Ben”. The fact that the bell should have ever received its title is very curious. The first bell was originally to be called “Victoria” or “Royal Victoria” in honour of Queen Victoria. But it was never officially named and its nickname Big Ben is the subject of some debate.
 The tower is 98 meters high. Inside the tower is 14 tons. The clock on the tower is also huge. Each of the four clock faces is 7 meters wide. The hour hands are about 3 meters long and the minute hands are about 4 meters long.
On May 31, 1859 the clock officially started keeping time. Big Ben started tolling a few days later but within months it cracked and didn’t resume service until 1862. The quarter bells started striking on 7 September, 1959. In 1834 a terrible fire destroyed most of the Palace of Westminster. There were 97 designs of the new Palace. The most successful of them was Sir Charles Barry’s. a famous architect. Although Barry was the chief architect of the Palace, he turned to Augustus Pugin for the design of the clock tower. The construction of the Clock Tower began in September 1843.   
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Until the Westminster clock tower, the largest bell ever cast in Britain was Great Peter in York Minister. So a 16-ton monster was cast at the Warner&Sons foundry in Stockton-on-Tees in August 1856. Too wide to be transported by rail, it arrived at the Port of London by sea. From there it was pulled across Westminster Bridge by 16 horses. The bell was hung in New Palace Yard. It was tested each day until 17 October 1857 when a 1.2m crack appeared. It was decided to make the second bell and it was cast on 10 April 1858. This bell was 2.5 tones lighter than the first. Its dimensions meant it was too large to fit up the Clock Tower’s shaft vertically. So Big Ben was turned on its side and winched up. It took 30 hours to winch the bell to the belfry in October 1858. The four quarter bells, which chime on the quarter of an hour were already in the place.
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