


Manchester /s a city
and metropolitan
borough in Greater
Manchester, England.
According to the Office
for National Statistics,
the 2010 mid-year

popul ation estimate for
Manchester was
498,800.
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Manchester is
also the third-
most visited city
in the UK by
joreign visitors,
ajter London

and Edinburgh,
and the most
visited in
England outside
London.
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| The Brlgantes were the major Celtlc trtbe in what
is now Northern England; they had a stronghold in
the locality at a sandstone outcrop on which
Manchester Cathedral now stands, opposite the
banks of the River Irwell. Their territory extended
across the jertile lowland of what is now Saljord
and Stretjord. Following the Roman conquest o}
Britain in the 1st century, General Agricola
ordered the construction of a Roman jort named
Mamucium in the year 79 to ensure that Roman
interests in Deva Victrix (Chester) and Eboracum
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' Much of Manchester's history is concerned with

. textile manujacture during the Industrial

© Revolution. The great majority oj cotton spinning
took place in the towns of south Lancashire and
north Cheshire, and Manchester was jor a time the
most productive centre of cotton processing, and
later the world’s largest marketplace jor cotton
goods. Manchester was dubbed "Cottonopolis'’ and
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Manchester is represented by three tiers of |
government, Manchester City Council ('local"),
UK Parliament ("national’), and European
Parliament ("Europe'). Greater Manchester
County Council administration was abolished in
1986, and so the city council is ejjectively a
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Manchester was at the jorejront of the Industrial
Revolution in the 19th-century, and was a leading
centre jor manujacturing. The city's economy is
now largely service-based and, as of 2007, is the

jastest growing in the UK, with inward investment
second only to the capital.
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