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1. INTRODUCTION.

English and history are my favourite subjects. I like English because a lot of people speak English as a foreign language, many scientists write their articles in it. English is now the language used in computers. English is the official language of many international organizations such as the Olympic Committee, the Organization of the United Nations and so on. When you learn a foreign language, you understand your own language better, because you can compare the two languages. On the other hand, learning a language is learning the life of the countries, geography and history.

I like history too, because it is impossible to live without looking back at the historical past. Historians have always tried to understand past human lives and societies. History helps to understand the global historical process.

And it was very interesting for me to know the original names of some English, American towns and cities because this knowledge closely connected with the history of the English language. 
2. ANCIENT ENGLAND AND THE ROMANS.

You will see on the map of the world, in the left- hand upper corner of the Eastern Hemisphere, two islands lying in the sea. They are England and Scotland, and Ireland. England and Scotland form the greater part of these islands. Ireland is next in size. The little islands looking like dots are chiefly bits of Scotland, broken off, in the course of time, by the power of the restless water.

In the old days, long ago, the sea roared round them just as it roars now. But the sea was not alive then with great ships sailing to and from all parts of the world. The winds and waves brought no adventures to the islands, and the savage islanders knew nothing of the rest of the world, and the rest of the world knew nothing of them.

It is supposed that the Phoenicians came in ships to these islands, and found that they produced tin and lead- both very useful things, produced upon the sea- coast.

The Phoenicians traded with the islanders for these metals, and gave other things in exchange. The islanders were poor savages, going almost naked, or dressed in the rough skins of beasts. But the Phoenicians, sailing over to the opposite coasts of France and Belgium, and saying to the people there, “ We have been to those white cliffs across the water, which you can see in fine weather, and from that country, which is called Britain, we bring this tin and lead,” tempted some of the French and Belgians to come over also. These people settled themselves on the south coast of England, which is now called Kent, and although they were a rough people, too, they taught the savage Britons some useful arts, and improved that part of the islands .It is probable that other people came over from Spain to Ireland and settled there. Thus strangers became mixed with the islanders, and the savage Britons grew into a wild, bold people- almost savage still, but hardly, brave and strong.

The ancient inhabitants of the British Isles were the Celtic tribes who inhabited the southern part of the land that is now known as England. The Celts spoke a language similar to Welsh or Gaelic, a few of their words remained in the language now spoken by the English people. The most important Celtic words in modern English are names of places, especially those in Scotland and Ireland: Aberdeen ( from aber “ mouth”), Dunbar, Dundee ( from dun “ a protected place”), Kilkenny ( from kill, “ church”) and a few common words, such as bog, crag, willow.
At the present time Aberdeen is a city in Scotland, administrative headquarters of Grampian region, with a population ( 1991) of 201,100. Industries include agricultural machinery, paper and textiles, fishing and shipbuilding.

Dundee- a city in Scotland with a university and a cathedral. The main industries are jute, textiles, food processing and fishing.

Enniskillen- a counties town of Fermanagh, in Northern Ireland strategically located on the crossing between the lakes.

The whole country was covered with forests and swamps. The greater part of it was misty and cold. There were no roads, bridges, streets nor houses. A town was only a collection of straw- covered huts, hidden in a thick wood, which a ditch all round and low wall made of mud (1), or the trunks of trees placed one upon another.

The people planted little or no corn, but lived upon the flesh of their flocks and cattle. They made no coins, but used metal rings for money. They were clever in basket- work and they could make a coarse kind of cloth and some very bad earthenware. But in buildings fortresses they were clever.

The ancient Britons, being divided into as many as thirty or forty tribes, each commanded by its own little king, were constantly fighting with one another.

They were very found of horses. The standard of Kent was the picture of a white horse. 

The Britons had a strange religion, called the religion of the Druids. It seems to have been brought over, in early times, from the opposite country of France, and to have mixed up the worship of the Sun and Moon with the worship of some of the heathen goods and goddesses.

Such was the condition of the Britons fifty- five years BC, when Romans under Julius Caser,  were masters of all the rest of the world.

   The most obvious characteristic of Roman Britain was its towns, which were the basis of Roman administration and civilization. Many grew out of Celtic settlements military camps or market centers. Broadly, there were three different kinds of town in Roman Britain, two of which were towns established by Roman charter. These were the coloniae, towns peopled by Roman settlers, and the municipia, large cities in which the whole population was given Roman citizenship. The third kind, the civitas, included the old Celtic tribal capitals, through which the Romans administered the Celtic population in the countryside. At first these towns had no walls. Then, probably from the end of the second century to the end of the third century AD, almost every town was given walls. At first many of these were no more than earthworks, but by AD 300 all towns had thick stone walls.

The name “ Britain” comes from the word “ Pretani”, the Greco- Roman word for the inhabitants of Britain. The Romans mispronounced the word and called the island    “ Britannia”.

But other historicals believed that Romans gave it name to the southern British province which covered approximately, the area of present- day England.

And I read another very interesting version that was written by mathematics A. T. Fomenko and G. V. Nosovski. They affirmed that Julius Caser had a friend called Broot, and  he sailed to the island which had been called after him- Britannia.

Unfortunately I couldn’t find any information both for or against these three different versions. 

   The Romans left about twenty large towns of about 5,000 inhabitants, and almost one hundred smaller ones. Many of these towns were at first army camps, and the Latin word for camp, castra, has remained part of many town names to this day ( with the ending chester, caster or cester) : Gloucester, Leicester, Doncaster, Winchester, Chester, Lancaster and many others besides. These towns were built with stone as well as wood, and had planned streets, markets and shops. Some buildings had central heating. They were connected by roads which were so well built that they survived when later roads broke up. These roads continued to be used long after the Romans left, and became the main roads of modern Britain. Six of these Roman roads met in London (  London was originally established by the Romans, as Londinium, in the 1st century AD, and became the capital of England in the 11th century.)  London was twice the size of Paris, and possibly the most important trading centre of northern Europe, because southeast Britain produced so much corn for export.

At the present time , as you know, London is the capital of the United Kingdom.

Gloucester is an inland port, connected by a deepwater canal ( completed 1837) to docks on the Severn estuary. Manufactures include aircraft parts, agricultural machinery, railroad equipment, and food products.

Leicester is an industrial center with manufactures  that include textiles, machinery, footwear, and chemicals.

Doncaster is an important railroad junction and coal- mining center. It is the market center for the farm produce of the borough. Among the diverse manufactures are  agricultural machinery, railroad equipment, textiles, and food products. Doncaster is known for its horse races, which have been held annually since 1615.

Chester is one of the most picturesque towns of England and is a major tourist center. Manufactures include aircraft parts and food products.

Colchester is the center of trade for the agricultural areas of the borough, with large grain and cattle markets, and it is a minor port. The principal industries are oyster fishing, flour milling , and the manufacture of machinery.

Outside the towns, the biggest change during the Roman occupation was the growth of large farms, called, “ Villas”. These belonged to the richer Britons who were, like the townspeople, more Roman than Celt in the manners. Each villa had many workers. And nowadays, when people have large cottages we often called them “ villa”.

3.THE SAXON INVASION.   

   The Romans had scarcely gone when the Britons wished they had never left. The Romans being gone, and the Britons being reduced in numbers by their long wars, the Picts and Scots came pouring in swarms over the unguarded wall of Severus. They plundered the rich towns and killed the people, and came back so often for more booty that the Britons lived a life of terror. As if the Picts and Scots were not bad enough on land, the Saxons attacked the islanders by sea; and, as if something more were wanting, they quarreled bitterly among themselves as to what prayers they ought to say and how they ought to say them. The priests, being angry with one another on these questions, cursed one another in the heartiest manner, and cursed all the people whom they could not persuade. So the Britons were badly off.

   They were in such distress that they sent a message to Rome, entreating help, in which they said, “The barbarians chase us into the sea, the sea throws us back upon the barbarians, and we have only the hard choice left us of perishing by the sword or perishing by the waves.” But the Romans could not help them; they had enough to do defend themselves against their own enemies, who were very fierce and strong. At last the Britons resolved to make peace with the Saxons, and invited them into their country to help keep out the Picts and Scots.

       The invaders came from three powerful Germanic tribes, the Saxons, Angles, and Jutes. The Jutes settled mainly in Kent and along the south coast. The Angles settled in the east and also in the north Midlands, Saxons settled between the Jutes and the Angles in a band of land from the Thames Estuary westwards. The Anglo Saxon migration gave the larger part of Britain its new name, England - « the land of Angles».

    The British Celts were slowly pushed westwards until by 570 they were forced west of Gloucester. Finally, most were driven into the mountains in the far west, which the Saxons called «Weallas», meaning «The land of the foreigners». 

   The earliest Saxon villages, were the family villages. The ending –ing- meant folk or family, thus «Reading» is the place of family of Rada, «Hastings» of the family of Hasta. Ham means farm, ton means settlement. Birmingham, Nottingham, or Southampton, for example, are Saxons place names.

   At the present time Birmingham is an industrial city in the West Midlands of England, the second largest in Britain. In the past, Birmingham was known for being a dirty, industrial city, but now it is becoming more popular, especially as the center of music and art.

   Southampton is a city and a port in Hampshire. It is the main port for passengers crossing the Atlantic. Its industries include engineering, shipbuilding, and chemicals. Southampton university received its in 1952.

   Nottingham is a city in Nottinghamshire, in central England where the local government for that county is based. It has long been a center for making of lace. It has a Roman Catholic cathedral (by Pugin) and a university (1948). Nottingham is an industrial city (engineering, coalmining, bicycles, textiles, knitwear, tobacco, lace, electronics). Population (1991): 261,500.                   
   The Anglo Saxons established a number of kingdoms, some of which still exist in county or regional names to this day: Essex (East Saxons), Sussex (South Saxons), Wessex (West Saxons), Middlesex (probably a kingdom of Middle Saxons), East Anglia (East Angles).

        At  the present time  Essex-  the county remains primarily agricultural known for its Essex lion ( calf) and Essex Saddleback ( pig); and people there have own wonder – kind of delicious tomatoes.

Wessex ( Dorset) – the county remains primarily agricultural , known for its dairy products and lives tock raising. Tourism is also important seaside resort.

Norfolk- the county. It’s primarily agricultural, producing grains, vegetables, and flowers bulbs; livestock and poultry raising are also important.

Suffolk – the county. Agriculture is the primary economic activity; products include grains, sugar beets, fruits, and vegetables. Also important are livestock raising and fishing, notably at the seaport of Lowestoft.

Devon or Devonshire- the county. The mild climate, scenic coastline and the Dartmoor and Exmoor national parks draw many tourists to the county. Today on the English Chanel is a major English resort. Agriculture consists of livestock raising and the growing of fruits and vegetables. Industry is concentrated in Plymouth and Exeter.

Cornwall- is a tourist center. Industry is limited to the larger towns, such as Falmouth and Penzance. The mining of tin and china clay is important as is the production of early fruit, vegetables and flowers.

Kent-is known for its agricultural produce, including fruit, vegetables, and hops. The county has diversified light industry, as well as petroleum refining and fishing activities.

4. KING ALFRED AND HIS TOWNS.

   Towards the end of the eight century new raiders were tempted by Britain’s wealth. These were the Vikings. Like the Anglo- Saxons they only raided at first. They burnt churches and monasteries along the east, north and west coast of Britain and Ireland. London was itself raided in 842.

   In 865 the Vikings invaded Britain once it was clear that the quarrelling Anglo- Saxon kingdoms could not keep them out. This time they came to conquer and to settle. The Vikings quickly accepted Christianity and did not disturb the local population. By 875 only King Alfred in the west of Wessex held out against the Vikings, who had already taken most of England. After some serious defeats Alfred won a decisive battle in 878, and eight years later he captured London. He was strong enough to make a treaty with the Vikings. Vikings rule was recognized in the east and north of England. It was called the Danelaw, the land where the law of the Danes ruled. In the rest of the country Alfred was recognized as king. During his struggle against the Danes, he had built walled settlements to keep them out. These were called burghs. They became prosperous market towns, and the word, now usually spelt borough, is one of the commonest endings to place names, ( Aldborough- Ripon , Blyborough- Gainsborough , Knaresborough-Harrogate ,  , Shugborough- Stafford, Sprotborough- Doncaster, Templeborough - Sheffield.) as well as the name of the unit of municipal or town administration today.

At the present time Ripon – is a monastery and a school for monks in Oxford.

Gainsborough- the town. English painter Thomas Gainsboriugh lived there ( 1727- 1788), is considered one of the great masters of portraiture and landscape.

Harrogate – ( Northern Yorkshire) – the town is a summer resort and has large civic conference and exhibition centers. There is a famous Harrow School. 

Stafford- is the administrative center.

Doncaster- is the market center for the farm produce of the borough. Among the diverse manufactures are agricultural machinery, railroad equipment, textiles, and food products.

Sheffield- is a major steel- manufacturing center, known especially for its stainless steel products, notably cutlery.

Winchester was a capital city before London. It was built by Alfred the Great, reigned from 871 to 899. He made the city a great centre of learning by bringing teachers and encouraging translations. One of the oldest written documents, The Anglo- Saxon Chronicle, was begun in Winchester during the reign of King Alfred. The Domesday book was also completed here. In the 14th century a famous public school for boys, Winchester College, was founded in the city.

5. ORIGINAL NAMES OF SOME AMERICAN TOWNS AND CITIES.
        The great explorer. Christopher Columbus was born in Italy and grew up near the sea. As a boy he loved to go to the port and listen to the sailors’ stories. 

 In 1476, when he was 24 years old, Columbus sailed on a ship bound for England. His ship sank near the cost of Portugal, but he managed to get to the store. 
 Columbus remained in Portugal and learned Latin, geography, and shipbuilding there. He became a map maker and then a sea captain. Like many other Europeans, Columbus began to think that the earth was round. He decided to try to find a quick route to the East by sailing west.

 On August 3, 1492, three ships left Spain and sailed to the west. Three small ships sailed for weeks with no sight of land.

 But October 12, 1492, Columbus stepped ashore, holding the Spanish flag. 
 The settlers who left Europe and came to the New World brought many European customs with them. Sometimes they even brought the names of their home towns or countries. As a result, there are many places in America which have the names of European towns. There are places called New London, New Orleans, New Paris, St. Petersburg and Moscow. There are seven towns called Paris in the United States and six called Moscow, but only four called London. There are two Stockholms, Oslo and Copenhagen.                     
6. WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

   If you look at the dictionary you will find some words and expressions which include geographic names and historic events. Do you know what they mean?
1.Fight like Kilkenny cats;  2. to have Hobson’s choice;   3.carry coals to Newcastle;   4.sand to Coventry;  5. Boycot;   6. blarney;  7.none of your Blarneying;  8.to coventrate;    9. King;         10.. auld Reekie;  11. babies in the wind;   12. Cheshire cat; to grin like a Cheshire cat;  13. Dutch Cowage;   14. Dutch;   15. Go to Putney!   16. Gotham. The wise men of Gotham. ( supplement 2).

7.  LONDON.

   As you know, London is a very old city. The history of London begins about the year AD 43, when the Romans were in possession of the southern part of Britain and founded a military station on the present site of London. An insurrection of the British led by Boadicea caused it to be burned in AD 61. It was the centre of various disturbances until about 306, when Constantine constructed walls and fortifications, and thereby established stability and laid a firm basis for commercial prosperity. From 369 until 412 it was the capital of Britain, when it was known as Augusta. Subsequently it became the chief seat of the Saxons. King Alfred expelled the Danes and fortified the city. It became famous as a commercial centre at the beginning of the reign of Edward III.

London was not built as a city in the same way as Paris or New York. It began life as a Roman fortification at a place where it was possible to cross the River Thames. A wall was built around the town for defence, but during the long period of peace which followed the Norman Conquest, people built outside the walls. This building continued over the years, especially to the west of the City. In 1665 there was a terrible plague in London, so many people left the city and escaped to the villages in the surrounding countryside. About 69,000 persons succumbed to the dread disease. In 1666 the Great Fire of London ended the plague, but it also destroyed much of the city. A destructive fire spread over 340 acres, burning about 15,000 houses.

From these calamities the city recovered with marked rapidity.

   Today, also, not many people live in the city centre, but London has spread further outwards into the country, including surrounding villages. Greater London now covers about 1600 square kilometers and the suburbs of London continue even beyond this area. Some people travel over 150 km every day to work in London, while living far away from the city in the country or in other towns.

   And , of course, everybody knows about  famouse sights of London. But do you know what it means : 1) City;  2)Haymarket;  3) Blackfiars;  4) Old Bailey;  5) Big Ben;  6) Covent Garden;  7)Downing Street;  8) Earl’s Court;  9) End;  10) Pell mell ;  11) Scotland Yard;  12) Set the Thames on fire.  ( supplement 3).

8.  IN CLOSING.

Our tour has finished. I hope very much that you have enjoyed this tour. And at the end I would like to tell you one joke.

A Frenchman was sent to prison for committing a crime. He was sentenced to death for committing a murder.

 The fatal hour arrived. The prisoner’s head was shaved. The priest, the lawyer and the warden came to visit the prisoner in his cell.

“ Do you want anything?” the lawyer asked the prisoner. “ A glass of wine, perhaps?”

“ No, thank you.”

“ Would you like a cigarette?”

“ No.”

“ It is customary to grant the prisoner’s last wish,” the lawyer explained. “ Your last wish will be granted. What is it?”

“ I want to study English,” the condemned man said.

I study English at school, and I am happy with the fact, because English is very beautiful language and the culture of the English- speaking world is rich, there are many great writers, artists and engineers in English- speaking countries. We must remember:” The more we learn – the less we know.
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