My native republic
     Welcome to Kalmykia! It’s my native republic. It is a wonderful place in the south of Russia between the Volga and the Don. Kalmykia has rich history, distinctive culture and traditions.

     Once a land of the republic was the bottom of the huge sea. And now there are vast steppes with blossoming tulips in spring. “If you don’t love steppe flowers and green glass, you can’t love your native steppe, and that means your homeland…”, wrote David Kugultinov, the famous poet of Kalmykia. He has a cycle of poems about April awakening of steppe in which the poet writes about the beauty of Kalmyk steppe.

           The steppe in April, what more fair?

                The scent of grass, the skylark singing,

   The crystalline transparent air,

                   The boundless steppe around me ringing

                 With wondrous music that from scores
Of tulips a magician draws.
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     Kalmykia is the only region in Europe where saigas – contemporaries of mammoths live. Thanks to protection measures their number started growing. When you enter the territory of Kalmykia from Volgograd, you can see a monument – saigas hopping against the background of the setting sun.

     The Great Silk way also ran across the territory of the republic. The barrows of Kalmyk steppes are a real treasure for archeologists. Scyths and Sarmarts lived there, Golden Horde built towns here. So, archeologists find the golds of the Scyths, bronze arrows of the Sarmats, Hazars swords which tell us about life of the past.
     There are no natural forests in Kalmykia. It isn’t easy to grow a tree in the waterless area. Many generations created green oases in the steppe.
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     Our republic has thirteen reserves. They are unique nature complexes with primordial fauna and flora. Hunting lands are real treasures for hunters. During the season hunters shoot hares, boars, foxes, and waterfowl.
     In our steppe one can see horses, camels, and sheep. The horse races and the camel races adorn any great holiday. 

     The capital of Kalmykia is Elista. It is a multinational town. Elista was founded in 1865 when a decree on the afforestation of the Kalmyk steppe was issued. The first trees were planted in Elista gully and soon the first village appeared there. Elista got its name from the northern slope of the gully which consisted of sand: Kalmyk “elste” means “sandy”.

     Today Elista is a beautiful and modern town. There are Russian Orthodox, Buddhist, Catholic and Muslim churches, which are real architectural masterpieces. His Holiness the Dalai-Lama XIV has been twice in Elista, His Holiness Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia Alexy II has also visited our town.
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     There are many places of interest in Elista. I would like to tell about some of them. To my mind they are the most beautiful and some of them are unique. “Altyn Boskh” – the Golden Gate is the visiting card of our town. One should pass though the Gate to clear one’s soul and thoughts. A marble statue of Buddha is the place of worship of inhabitants and quests of Elista.

     The monument “Exodus and Return” by Ernst Neizvestny is the monument to the victims of deportation of Kalmyk people.
[image: image5.png]


     My favourite place is the fountain “The Dragon and The Boy”. It is a scene from Kalmyk legend about the dragon who fell down from the heavens during the thunderstorm. A little boy helped the dragon to fly up the sky. A boy was a merkit, Merkits were Kalmyk tribes, and they were allowed to wear white clothing. For the kalmyks white colour means clearness and is associated with happiness and prosperity. Since then thunder and lightning were not dangerous for merkits. Besides they helped other people to save during the thunderstorm. This fountain is situated in the park. It is very pleasant to sit on the bench near the fountain on a hot summer day, listening to the birds’ singing and watching the water glittering in the sun.
     Sport is very popular in Kalmykia. Elista was the home town of the XXXIII Chess Olympiad. Chess is very popular in my republic. It is played by children and by adults. We learn to play Chess at school. It is one of my favourite subjects at school, because chess teach us to be honest, they teach us to think, to solve problems. “Dzhangariad” is dedicated to national kinds of sport. It is a real holiday in our republic. It is held every autumn. All participants wear national clothes. They compete in national wrestling, in shooting from a bow, javelin and lasso throwing. Camel and horse racing are the most favourite events. They gather many fans.

     Many young people are found of boxing, of eastern single-combats, such as karate, ushu, aikido theckvondo.
     I like my republic. Visit our republic and you’ll see that it is one of the most beautiful places in the world.

