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                                               Introduction

None of the historical periods was the subject of so many discussions and contrary opinions as the history of the Middle Ages. The main question was: what the Middle Ages are like , whether they left  a dark or a light track.. What they gave the humanity and what they deprived us of, or perhaps they took more than gave. For some people it was the period, belonged to nothing, empty, some kind of the hole in the cultural development but for others it was the glorious dawn of beauty and prosperity. In our work we will try to track down the evolution of the Middle Ages and find out what this epoch was like, whether it was pernicious for the humanity or on the contrary it was the period when people were developing and discovering a lot of new and fascinating things for them. To understand the spirit of the Middle ages we will scrutinize the Black Death, Knighthood ,the medieval politics, Culture and we will also describe  different social status of population to understand medieval people’s thinking   which led to most quarrels in the Middle Ages because of  those aforementioned people’s inequality ,for example , even knights who were the pride of the Middle Ages were courageous and noble only with the people of their own class, but with mendicant they behaved very brutally. We chose this topic because it is very actual nowadays, as living on the boundary of the two centuries we eager to know as much as possible about the far and mysterious Middle Ages to understand whether our own epoch is gloomy or it gives us light to feel warm, not like a bewildered traveller in a galaxy of time. They gave us plenty of gorgeous buildings whose architectural style is based on the foundations of  the medieval one. The Middle Ages made us, further generations, the lucky possessors of the  splendid cathedrals, literature and poetry, and the earliest forms of our modern universities, but unfortunately there were a lot of wars(for example the Hundred Years War, whose tall of death was impossible to realise). Medieval people were the witnesses and poor victims of                                                Inquisition and the devastating effect of the plague which all together retarded the process of the development of the medieval  science, art and the general advance of evolution. 
                                                     Сhapter I

  The first  image which appears in our mind  when we speak about this epoch is  a knight,so let's start our reseach work with studying the phenomenon of the knighthood.                                        

                                                  Knights and Knighthood.

  The first knights were fighting men who wore armor and fought on horseback. These men were needed in western Christian Europe after the death of Charlemagne in 814. At that time there was no government strong enough to keep order and protect the people. Europe was being attacted by Muslim Moors and by Slavs, Magyars, and Norsemen. there was no law, and invaders,  robbers, and bandits were everywhre. Anyone who wanted to earn his living in peace had to seek  the protection of the owner of a large castle. Finally these lords became leaders not only of the serfs but also of their fighting men or knights. The overlord let the knight use a piece of land and often a castle. In return the knight had to fight for his lord a certain number of days a year.

   The ideal of the perfect knight was probably too high for anyone to reach? but by trying to reach it people at least began to think about their fellow men. The new ideals of chivalry changed the knight from a gighting vassal of an overlord; in the early days, every man in the feudal society could hope to become a knight. But knighthood ceased to be given to anyone who had a horse, a suit of armor, a sword, and a good fighting arm. It was a profession involving many years of training and service, as well as the taking of certain very sacred and rigid vows. In this way knighthood came to have a religious meaning as well as a military one. The duties of the knight were a noble ideal, and even if they were only partly fulfilled they helped to civilize society.

                                           From Squire to Knight.

   A boy who was to be trained for knighthood was sent away from home at about the age of seven. He went to the castle of a friendly noble where there were perhaps 200 or 300 in the household, including other boys like himself.

  The first stage of the young knight in training was service as a page. He was attached to the service of one of the ladies of the castle. when he was about 14 years old the page became a squire, in the service of one of the knights.

  At the age of 21 the squire was ready for knighthood. He could be dubbed a knight very simply, but he usually went trough a long,solemn ceremony. First he bathed and put on a white tunic symbolising purity. Over this he wore a red garment and a black coat, to show his willingness to shed blood and face death. He then kept the "vigil of arms". This meant fasting for 24 hours, passing the night in church, kneeling by his armor, and praying.

  At sunrise he confessed to the priest and received the Holy sacrament. Then, with the whole household assembled in the church, he handed his sword to the priest. the priest placed it on the altar, praying that God might bless it fo the defense of the church and of windows and orphans. The squire then knelt and took the vows that would rule the rest of his life. He swore, among other things, to fear God and keep the christian religion; to serve the king bravely; to protect the weak; to fight for good; to obey his lord; to be fair,kind and truthful; to finish anything he started; to respect women and never run away from enemy. The lord then struck the squire on the shoulder with the flat of the newly blessed sword. the knight then could then put on his armor, his sword, and his golden spurs. Still, the chief business of a knight was to fight. When there were no wars to keep the knights in practise, they carried on mock fights with one another. In these jousts or tournaments, each knight fought for the honor of his lady.

                                                 Jousts and Tournments.

   Hoofbeats thunder on the hard dirt. The big heavy armor clacks as one knight fights another. The king watches with interest as two lances smash together at full force. One man falls to the hard dirt ground. That's what happens at the scene of a joust. 

   Tournaments started in France in the 11th century. They were public contests of courage and skill. Usually they were held to entertain royalty. They fought on an enclosed field. Many knights died. Many peasants were also killed when the horses went out of control. 

   The joust was a type of medieval sport which consisted of two horses charging at each other from opposite directions with a rider holding a sharp lance. They were only separated by a low wooden fence. Once somebody fell off they are usually hurt or killed. Knights would either forfeit their horse and armor or if able, they would fight on ground with a sword and shield. The object of the joust was to knock your opponent off their horse, which was pretty hard to do because the back of the saddle was about 1 foot tall. If the knight ever fell, his squire, {which are knights in training}, would make sure they were all right. If the knight splintered 3 lances it was either a draw or his choice was to fight on the ground. The joust could last for days because all knights would compete in it. 

  The armor was hot and stuffy. It weighed about 50 pounds. Some gloves were molded together and could not move. The horses the knights used were stallions. They are strong and nimble. The horses had to wear armor too. The ladies would give her favorite knight something like a scarf or a glove to show that he was their "special" knight. 

   There was another kind of tournament called the melee. The melee consists of two teams with flags on their backs using clubs and blunt swords. The object was to knock the flags off. One of the less popular tournaments was on water. Where one knight had a lance and tried to knock his opponent off his boat while other people rowed forward. They also had martial arts and kickboxing. Lots of knights made money from tournaments. 

  Tournaments were the highlight of castle life. A herald or knight issue a challenge. People made wooden stands decorated with pennants for the royalty. Small tents were made for the peasants. People were hired to keep track of the winners. Anyone was allowed to enter if they had a suit of armor, a horse , and a sword and shield. 

  Tournaments ended with the final decay of feudalism and chivalry in the 17th century. They stopped combats and made them state pageants. The church tried to stop tournaments because people often died. The church failed. The development of firearms and their widespread use helped stop the jousting tournaments. Today in our time at some festivals hold mock battles of the joust. Like the Renaissance festival in Tempe.

                                             Knights and their armor.

Knight`s armor went through many changes. In the 12th century, the knights used anarmor called mail. Mail was very little chains linked together to make one big suit of armor. These suits took on average about  five years to make.  These suits also took a lot of money to make. When all this work was done it weighed about twenty to thirty pounds and that was only the chest, arms, and back. When they were in battle the mail guarded arrows but not good strong blows with a mace. The armorers took that in the sensitive parts that could not take as many hard blows.

Those suits lasted until the 15th century and then they started to make full body suites out of plate armor. Helmets varied some covered  the face and some did not. Some had decorations on them such as eagles beaks. Horses had to wear armor too. They wore it around their neck and head. Knights had to wear padded doublet and tied with satin and strips around their knees to keep it from rubbing. It took a squire an hour to put on a suit of armor. As you can see, it was very hard to be a knight because of the laws and the heavy armor.

            King Arthur and the knights of the Round Table.

One of the most striking example of  the knighthood was King Arthur and his knights of the Round Table. King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table are the heroes of a series or collection of medieval stories. Although the stories are well known, no one knows who King Arthur  really was. Stories about him were passed on from one generation to another. each story was more wonderful than the last. Finally, Arthur became one of the greatest heroes who ever lived. He killed horrible monsters; had  great magical powers; and became a great and good king, looked up to by many brave knights who rode out from his castle to do good deeds.

      According to the legend, Arthur  became a king of the Britons when he was only a boy. He was the son of King Uther Pendragon of Britain. When king Uther died, all the knights went to church to pray that God would help them find a new king. As they left the church, they saw a huge stone in the churchyard. An anvil was on top of the stone, and a sword was stuck fast in the anvil. Golden letters on the sword said that whoever could pull out the sword would be king. all the knights tried to pull it out, but no one could move it. 

      Months later, the knights were having a tournament. But Sir Kay, one of the knights, forgot to bring his sword. so he sent Arthur, his squire, home to get it. when Arthur could not find it, he pulled out the sword in the anvil instead and brought it to sir Kay. At first the knights did not want to have a king who was only a boy. But Arthur had pulled out the sword and so he became a king. 

       Later Arthur married Guinevere, the daughter of the king of Carmalide. He had helped her father to defeat the Irish. Arthur and Guinevere lived in a castle at Camelot, where the bravest knights also stayed.

       All the knights had places around the Round Table, which had been made by Merlin, the magician, Arthur's tutor and adviser. Because the table was round, there was no head and no foot and all the knights were equal. The most famous knights were famous knight were Sir Lancelot, Sir Galahand, Sir Gawain, Sir tristram, and Sir Percivale. The knights rode out from Camelot on horseback to their many adventures. They killed wicked knights ans saved many beautiful ladies.

        King Arthur was killed by his nephew, sir Modred, who rebelled against him. Two armies met at a place called Camlan, and Modred was defeated. Arthur killed Modred himself. But as Modred was dying, he stuck Arthur over the head with his sword. Arthur knew that he was dying too. He gave his magic sword, called Excalibur, to Sir Bedivere. Arthur had been given this sword by the Lady of the lake and promised to return it when he died. He told Sir Bedivere to throw the sword into the lake beside the battlefield and then return and tellhim what he had seen. But Sir Bedivere did not want to throw away such a beautiful sword, and hid it. On returning he told Arthur that he had thrown the sword into the lake and had seen it fall into the water. Arthur did not belive him and sent him back. Again Bedivere could not bring himself to throw away the sword, and an enraged King Arthur sent him for a third time back to the lake. This time Bedivere threw the sword as far as he could out onto the water. A hand came out of the lake. waved the sword three times in the air , and pulled it below the surface. bedivere was able to tell Arthur this, at which he died reacefully. arthur was carried away on a boat by three fairy queens in black hoods. They carried him away to the magic island of Avalon, from where it was said that one day he would return.

   The most famous stories of the deeds of King Arthur and his knights concern the Quest for the Holy Grail. many of the knights searched for it, but only three were granted their wish of seeing the Grail uncivered. the three were Sir Bors, Sir Perceval, and Sir Galahad. They had many strange adventures during their quest before they met at the castle where the Holy Grail was hidden. There they not only saw the Grail, but also had a vision of Jesus Christ. They became the guardians of the grail but later, on Sir Galahad`s death, it vanished into heaven. So we consider that it is necessary to tell some words about the Holy Grail*.

  But it does not really matter today who Arthur was or where he lived. The important thing is that  the long tradition of King Arthur stories that are found all over the world.
                                               The Crusades

 In the year 1095, people were shocked in Western Europe by the words of Pope Urban II, "The Muslims have conquered Jerusalem". The Muslims forbade Christians and pilgrims to come to Jerusalem to pray. Pope Urban wanted the Christians to retake Jerusalem from the Muslims. People shouted “God wills it”. All over France these were the words of the Christians. 

The French, German, and Italians were the European Christians that went on Crusades. The word Crusade meant “a war of the cross”. During the first Crusade (1095-1097) most of the knights died of hunger, thirst or disease. When they got to Jerusalem they slaughtered anyone they could find. They took vows before going on a crusade. Sometimes during a crusade a knight would forget his vows and ride off or live in the village closest by. 

In a Crusade there were pilgrims who were going to pray in Jerusalem, groomers 
that cleaned the horses, wives and children of the knights, and two kinds of knights: a mounted knight who rode on a horse and a foot soldier who walked on

_____________

*The Holy Grail was a chalice, cup, or dish featured in many poetic legends and medieval romances. The chalice was supposedly the one used by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper and in which his blood was collected when he died. Reportedly, the Grail had the magical ability to supply food and drink without ever being filled by human hands. It was also considered to be a sourсe of healing and life.

Some scholars believe that the idea of the Grail originated in pre-Christian times and was later incorporated into Christian legends.

foot. Some of the knights went on Crusades to get rich or to steal a new home from the people they were fighting, but most of the knights went to get healed of their sins. Richard the Lion Heart (or Richard the I of England) was a famous general in the Crusades. The fourth Crusade (1199-1204) started off with a tournament against the Turks in France but the Crusade ended in tragedy. Pope Innocent III wanted the Christians to go and kill the Muslims. Most of the armies that went were already half destroyed by the Turks. They didn't reach Jerusalem. After the first Crusade (1095-1097) Godfrey, a general, ruled Jerusalem till he died in 1099. His brother Baldwin ruled starting Christmas day. All together there were six Crusades in a period of 176 years. The Crusades lasted from 1095 until 1271. 

When the knights were attacked in a Crusade they used huge siege weapons. The ballista was the simplest weapon. It was like a giant crossbow that could shoot arrows a distance of 350-450 yards in length. The mangonel was called a wild donkey by the Romans. It was a medium range catapult. The trebuchet was the most powerful siege weapon. It was a catapult that could fling rocks long range. A battering ram was a log cut from a heavy tree. The battering ram got its name because the Romans said it looked like a ram. It was then tied onto a penthouse to protect the knight from arrows and it took twelve men to swing it. All these siege weapons were used to get into Jerusalem by the knights of the Crusades. Other knights would try to dig under ground and then set fire to the wall supports underground in hopes that the wall would collapse. Another way knights tried to get into Jerusalem was to put long ladders against the wall and trying to climb them without being pushed over or having boiling liquids poured onto them, or being killed by a knight on the wall. The knights also built huge staircases called siege towers that were pushed against the wall and the knights walked up the staircases. When they actually reached Jerusalem however, they waited awhile before attacking to starve their enemy, but it didn't work so they just attacked the Muslims. The knights captured towers built on the walls. When the knights got inside the walls of Jerusalem they killed any Muslim on the street, inside buildings, walking on the sidewalk, or just anywhere at all. Muslims rode ponies during war and they were in groups lead by an emir. Sometimes a feud or fight between the group members about who should attack first caused the groups to break up. 

                                                     Сhivalry

After the Crusades, knights continued to show their prowess and skills in tournaments, they became “chevaleries”. When people use the word “chivalry” nowadays they often mean gentle and courteous behaviour, particulalry courtesy shown by men to women. This meaning has come down throught the centuries from the “true age of chivalry”-Middle Ages. Brave and noble knights were anexpected to follow certain rules of conduct. They were to show not only prowess in war but also reverence for religion, and honor and devotion to their ladies. It was usually men of gentle birth who became knights and behaved according to the rules of chivalry. Even in battle, they had rules to follow. one was if they got captured, they could not try to escape. another rule they had to follow is that they had to be generous to his defeated enemies. That means  they could not leave the other
knight to die in the field. So the Middle ages was the beget of noble and courageous people. 

                                                          Chapter II                             

From this chapter you will know more about medieval politics and also about the kings who ruled the countries during the Middle ages, destructive wars and sanguinary inquisition that played a great role in the history of the Middle Ages.

                                                Medieval People

If you would like to understand and realize completely the epoch it is not enough to know its  religion, art and policy, it is necessary to know people, their weltanschauung  and position of different classes in  society. So now we will analyze the main social classes of the medieval society.

                                                    The King

The king was the most important person in the Middle Ages. In fact, he had the highest social rank according to the feudal system. The feudal system was a system where the peasants gave taxes to their lords and the lords gave taxes to their kings. 

Even though the king was a very important man he had to have a way to maintain his position. He did. A smart king would give gifts to his noblemen. A king also had to have a way to have a way to control his nobility. He had that to. He would lead his army into battles and waging successful wars. A king’s vassals (lords) served loyalty, advice, and armed support to their kings. In return, the king gave them wealth and mini-kingdoms called fiefdoms. A vassal also had vassals of their own. 

Usually when a king says something, people listen. But he still needs a staff of officials to make sure his orders were carried out. William I of England ruled that way. He was even called William the Conqueror because he made sure that people followed his orders and got things done. 

A kings position was not always secure. Over the years, some barons grew wealthy enough to rival the king, forcing him to grant favors. They became so powerful that the kings had difficulty controlling them. By 1100, certain barons had castles and courts that rivaled the king's; they could be serious threats if they were not pleased in their dealings with the crown. King John of England found himself in that position. In 1215, the English barons formed an alliance that forced King John to sign the Magna Carta. While it gave no rights to ordinary people, the Magna Carta did limit the king's powers of taxation and require trials before punishment. It was the first time that an English monarch came under the control of the law. To stay king, King John of England had to make a speech of promises. Part of his speech was “no freeman shall be arrested except by the law of the land. We shall refuse justice to no one.”
                                                      The Lady

The lady was not considered a very important person during the Middle Ages. According to St. Jerome, a Latin father of the Christian church, woman is the gate of the devil, the path of wickedness, the sting of the serpent, in a word, a perilous object. A woman didn't get to decide much on their own. For example even if a man and woman didn't like each other they would be forced to marry so the families would fatten their pockets with money. And a girl under the age of ten could be married to a man of fifty or sixty! The church did not allow divorce so the wife would have to stay with her husband until he died. When he died, his widow still would be very young so her family would probably force her to marry again. That could happen about four times in her life. 

An unmarried daughter was a burden to her family. They were often sent to become nuns. By sending her away, families thought they had solved their problem. Usually women were sent away because they had fallen in love with a man her family disapproved. And so they probably felt miserable. Some women probably felt happy because they wanted to be nuns. Here is the voice of a French woman named Heloise, who became a nun after falling in love with a man her family disliked: "It was not because felt God calling me that I came to accept the severe way of life of the cloister as a young girl. It was because of your desire alone." When Geoffrey Chaucers, a 14th century poet, wrote a poem about a nun at the head at priory, he wrote that the things she cared about most were table manners, clothes, jewlery, and her pet dogs. Although not all nuns thought that way, they might have thought similar to Chaucers nun.

The lady was treated like that because according to a Greek legend the first woman, Pandora, was the one who opened the forbidden box and caused war and illness to mankind.
So, it should come as no surprise that women, whether they were nobles or peasants, held a difficult position in medieval society. They were largely confined to household tasks such as cooking, baking bread, sewing, weaving, and spinning. However, they also hunted for food and fought in battles, learning to use weapons to defend their homes and castles. Some medieval women held other occupations. There were women blacksmiths, merchants, and apothecaries. Others were midwives, worked in the fields, or were engaged in creative endeavors such as writing, playing musical instruments, dancing, and painting. 

Some women were known as witches, capable of sorcery and healing. Famous women of the Middle Ages include the writer Christine de Pisan; the abbess and musician Hildegard of Bingen; and the patron of the arts Eleanor of Aquitaine. A French peasant's daughter, Joan of Arc, or St. Joan, heard voices telling her to protect France against the English invasion. She dressed in armor and led her troops to victory in the early fifteenth century. "The Maid of Orleans" as she was

                                            The Doctor

Although not one of the highest people on the feudal system, the doctor was probably one of the top ten most important people in the Middle Ages, even though some people don't realize it. During the twelfth century, because of the Black Death, the doctor was probably one of the top five most important people. But, unfortunately they thought the Black Death was caused by a strange gas in the air so nearly a third of the population wiped out. Reading the above, people might think that medieval doctors weren't that smart. They were smart, but their cures were based on the way they looked at diseases and how they used superstitious beliefs. For example, a surgeon once wrote "the way to close the edges of a wound you must make ants bite on them, and then cut of their heads." The doctors would only use a certain kind of ant as a primitive form of stitches When the ant would bite, it would be almost impossible for the grip to be loosened. Doctors would use these as stitches to hold the skin together. The skin would eventually grow back to how it was, and the heads of the ants would disintegrate or be taken out.

Another reason they had such far-fetched ideas was although in Greece, science had reached it's sophisticated level, in the rest of Europe people couldn't understand it until the Arabs translated the scientific texts into Latin.

Even though medieval medicine was partly made out of plants they also had unusual ingredients to. Some examples are dung beetles, bat droppings, and powdered earthworms. The medicines could be drunken or made into ointments.

There was also no such thing as injections, no completely safe ways to put a patient to sleep, and the connection between bad hygiene and disease had not yet been made.

The Middle Ages was a very interesting part of history and there is much more to learn about besides the people. You should remember the king because he was the head of the feudal system, the lady because she was treated so badly, and the doctor because he had the power to cure.

                              Monks and Nuns of the Middle Ages 

    As the most influential and without any doubt the most powerful representative of the medieval  politics was  Church, let’s  closely look at monks and nuns.

A monk is a man who is a member of a brotherhood. He devotes his life to a discipline prescribed by his order. Monks and nuns live in a monastery. A monastery is a kind of half church half hospital. They take care of people there and they pray and meditate. It can also be like a school for kids. They would teach them how to read and write. Monks and nuns spent most of their time praying meditating, and doing tasks like preparing medicine, or sewing, teaching, writing, and reading. Monks and nuns were very busy but also organized.

         When people became Monks, they made three vows. The first vow was called the vow of poverty. The vow of poverty meant you had to give up all personal possessions. The second vow was a vow to stay single. This vow was called chastity. The third vow was a vow to promise to obey the church and the monastery. This was called the vow of obedience. But after awhile some of the monks and nuns disobeyed some of the vows. This is one of the reasons the Benedict law became low. One other reason was that some monasteries became wealthy. Also some monks and nuns became wealthy, despite making vows of poverty. They joined monasteries because they liked having special privileges. The privileges were often given to them by the King. One monastery in Italy, was the biggest landowner, besides the king. Many monasteries, though, became centers of learning, and gave shelter to travelers, poor and sick. Some parents even promised their children to monasteries. They did this because they knew that their children would never be homeless, nor without food. Also, if they were talented, this was a way for them to become rich or successful.

     Monks and nuns performed may roles in the middle ages. They provided shelter, they taught others to read and write, prepared medicine, sewed clothes for others, and helped others in times of need. They spent most of their time praying and meditating. Originally, they craved the love of God and took vows of poverty, obedience, and chastity. However, as orders became more wealthy and powerful, some people went into orders - for money and power. But in spite of this fact most monasteries remained important centers of caring and learning. 

But church in the Middle Ages was not just a refuge for beggars, but also it was a powerful retributive organ. They chastised even for the smallest retreat from the Church. It was INQUISITION

                                                Inquisition   

It is easy, in fact, to imagine the terror into which a community would be thrown when an inquisitor suddenly descended upon it and made his proclamation. No one could know what stories might be circulating about himself, which zealous fanaticism or personal enmity might exaggerate and carry to the inquisitor, and in this orthodox and heretic would suffer alike. 

All scandals passing from mouth to mouth would be brought to light. All confidence between man and woman would disappear. Old grudges would be satisfied in safety. To him who had been heretically inclined the terrible suspense would grow day by day more insupportable, with the thought that some careless word might have been treasured up to be revealed by those who ought to be nearest and dearest to him, until at last he would yield and betray others rather than be betrayed himself. 

Gregory IX boasted that, on at least one occasion, parents were led to denounce their children, and children their parents, husbands their wives, and wives their husbands ... each revelation led to others, until the invisible net extended far and wide, and not the least of the benefits arising were the extensive confiscations that were sure to follow.

                                The Procedure of the Inquisition

Established in 1480 under royal authority and with papal permission, the Inquisition cast one of the darkest shadows across the history of the Roman Catholic Church. Designed to rid the Church in Spain of false adherents, it fell most heavily upon Jews who had supposedly been converted but were secretly practicing the Jewish religion. Some rather unreliable tests were devised to detect secret Jews. The slightest deviation from strict Catholic practice, such as a refusal to eat pork or affirming that the Virgin herself and not her image effected cures, was regarded as acceptable evidence of guilt. The Inquisition acted on the presumption that the accused was guilty until he could establish his innocence. People were encouraged to inform on one another. Secrecy was a primary feature of inquisitorial procedure. After imprisonment the accused was deprived of all visitation by his friends. Papers bearing upon his case were kept from him. He was not even informed of the names of his accusers or those who gave testimony against him. The testimony of the most otherwise unworthy witnesses was considered acceptable - even that of Jews, heretics, and excommunicated persons. On the other hand, only those who were non-relatives and known as zealous for the orthodox Catholic faith could testify in behalf of the accused. Torture of the accused was permissible in order to extract confessions and information on accomplices and to provide a deterrent to others who might be inclined to heresy. Schaff describes two of these tortures:

The modes of torture most in use were the water ordeal and the garruche. In the water-cure, the victim, tightly bound, was stretched upon a rack or bed, and with the body in an inclined position, the head downward. The jaws were distended, a linen cloth was thrust down the victim's throat and water from a quart jar allowed to trickle through it into his inward parts. On occasion, seven or eight such jars were slowly emptied. The garrucha, otherwise known as the strappade, has already been described. In its application in Spain it was customary to attach weights to the feet and to suspend the body in such a manner that the toes alone touched the ground, and the Spanish rule required that the body be raised and lowered leisurely so as to increase the pain (History of the Christian Church, Vol. VI, pp. 548, 549). 
       Various penalties were laid upon those convicted. These included confiscation of goods and property, imprisonment, public scourging, the galleys, exile, and death. The accused received their sentence at a public ceremony known as auto de fe ("act of faith"). This was treated as a public holiday and might be used to commemorate the marriage of rulers or their recovery from sickness. On the assigned day the prisoners were led in a procession by priests and Inquisitorial officials to a public square. There a sermon was preached, an oath was taken of the people and rulers to support the Inquisition, and sentences were pronounced. Because Inquisitorial officials were forbidden to pass the death sentence, prisoners were turned over to the civil officers for punishment. Church officials even asked the civil officers to exercise mercy and spill no blood. However, this was an empty formality, for everyone knew the serious offenders were to be burned at the stake. Inquisitorial agents even attended the burnings and made records for the use of the Inquisition. It is estimated that in the years 1480-1524, 14,344 were burnt alive, 1,368 were burnt in effigy, and 195,937 condemned to other penalties or released as penitents. The Spanish Inquisition was not finally suppressed until 1834. And during these years many famous people died, many scientists, such as Giordano Bruno, and of course, to our mind, it retarded the development of civilization.
                                                Peasants

To complete the picture depicting the structure of the medieval society let us to talk about people who formed troops for crusades and feed those who make unfair laws for them. Peasants worked on the land and produced the goods that the lord and his manor needed. This exchange was not without hardship for the serfs. They were heavily taxed and were required to relinquish much of what they harvested. The peasants did not even “belong to” themselves, according to medieval law. The lords, in close association with the church, assumed the roles of judges in carrying out the laws of the manor. 

                                 The Hundred Years' War 

On the strength of his claim to the French throne as a direct descendant of Philip IV the Fair through his mother, Isabella of France, in 1337 Edward III of England refused to do homage for Guienne to King Philip VI, the first ruler of the Valois branch whose legitimacy Edward contested. The hostilities that erupted shortly afterward between France and England would continue, with periodic truces, until 1451, hence the name: The Hundred Years' War. The early phase of the conflict was marked by crushing setbacks for the French at the hands of their more mobile and aggressive adversary (the Battle of Crecy in 1346 and the especially disastrous Battle of Poitiers in 1356, which resulted in the capture of King John the Good by the Black Prince Before long, however, major military operations gave way to a war of attrition under Charles V. In Bertrand du Guesclin, a future high constable, Charles found an able leader who rid the kingdom of the marauding Free Companies, bands of mercenaries who were pillaging the realm. By the time Charles V died in 1380 the situation had stabilized, and the conciliatory policies of England's Richard II , at century's end, fostered hopes for a lasting peace. But the madness of Charles VI and bitter feuding among the princes of the blood seriously weakened the kingdom : in 1407 John the Fearless, duke of Burgundy, engineered the murder of the king's brother, Louis of Orleans, leaving France torn between warring Armagnacs and Burgundians. Henry V of England seized the opportunity in October 1415 to inflict a devastating defeat on France at Agincourt, abetted by the active neutrality of John the Fearless. France emerged from the debacle divided into three parts : master of Normandy, Henry secured Paris and had Charles VI acknowledge him as the legitimate heir to the French throne ; John the Fearless and his son, Philip the Good, defended the independence from France of the powerful duchy of Burgundy and its Flemish dominions. The dauphin, Charles, youngest son of Charles VI and Isabella of Bavaria, had retreated to Bourges, where he held the provinces of central and southwestern France, save for Guienne. From that base, supported by Yolande of Anjou and galvanized by Joan of Arc, the future Charles VII gradually shifted the balance of power to his own advantage. Crowned at Reims, he recaptured Paris, recovered Normandy in 1450, and took back Guienne in 1453 after the victory of Castillon, the final military exploit of a long and painful war that, among its many lasting consequences, forged the idea of a nation. One of the best sources of information on the origins of the Hundred Years' War, its evolution up to the end of the fourteenth century, and its repercussions in Europe, is the chronicle written by Jean Froissart of Valencienres.

                                                    Chapter III.
In this chapter we will tell you about the development of culture and the system of education during the period of the Middle Ages, put special attention to the Romanesque art and the Gothic as the most significant features of that historical epoch to understand whether the changes had positive or negative influence on the following general development of the civilization.

                                              Culture and education.

Medieval Europe was far from unified; it was a large geographical region divided into smaller and culturally diverse political units that were never totally dominated by any one authority. With the collapse of the Roman Empire, Christianity became the standard-bearer of Western civilization. The papacy gradually gained secular authority; monastic communities, generally adhering to the Rule of St. Benedict, had the effect of preserving antique learning; and missionaries, sent to convert the Germans and other tribes, spread Latin civilization.

By the 8th century culture centered on Christianity had been established; it incorporated both Latin traditions and German institutions, such as Germanic laws. The far-flung empire created by Charlemagne illustrated this fusion. However, the empire’s fragile central authority was shattered by a new wave of invasions, notably those of the Vikings and Magyars.

Feudalism, with the manorial system (see also tenure) as its agricultural base, became the typical social and political organization of Europe. The new framework gained stability from the 11th cent., as the invaders became Christian and settled and as prosperity was created by agricultural innovations, increasing productivity, and population expansion.

                                            Romanesque Architecture

The specific character of the Romanesque style can be understood only in the light of the development of early medieval architecture in the West, notably its Carolingian* and Ottonian* phases. Certain of the most characteristic features of Romanesque structures—the massive west facade crowned by a tower or by twin towers, the complex design of the eastern part housing the sanctuary, the rhythmic alternation of piers and columns in the nave—represent only the advanced stages in a lengthy and complex formal evolution marked by considerable trial and error.

The development of Romanesque architecture owes much to the primacy accorded to vaulting. Masonry vaulting means a vault ceiling over a room, formed in any one of a variety of curved shapes. 
                                                Romanesque Art
The art of the Romanesque period was characterized by an important revival of monumental forms, notably sculpture and fresco painting, which developed in close association with architectural decoration and exhibited a forceful and often 
____________________

*Carolingian- it is a new style of medieval art.*Ottonian-  it is a medieval art.

severely structural quality. At the same time an element of realism, which parallels the first flowering of vernacular literature, came to the fore. It was expressed in terms of a direct and naive observation of certain details drawn from daily life and a heightened emphasis on emotion and fantasy. For many aspects of its rich imagery Romanesque art depended on the heritage of antiquity and of earlier medieval art, while the prestige of Byzantine art remained high in Western eyes. The pilgrimages and Crusades contributed to an unprecedented expansion of the formal vocabulary through the development of closer contacts between regional cultures and distant peoples.                                                           (Appendix A)                                                                                                           Sculpture
The first important monuments of Romanesque sculpture were created in the last decade of the 11th century and the first decades of the 12th cent. The primary source of artistic patronage was provided by the monastic institutions, for which sculptors executed large relief carvings for the decoration of church portals and richly ornate capitals for cloisters. Romanesque sculpture produced an art of extraordinary ornamental complexity, ecstatic in expression, and abounding in seemingly endless combinations of zoomorphic, vegetal, and abstract motifs. In France themes portrayed on tympanums of such churches as Moissac, Vézelay*, and Autun emphasized the awesome majesty of Christ as ruler and judge of the universe. They often depicted terrifying spectacles of hell. English sculpture showed a tendency toward geometric ornamentation. However, with the introduction in England of continental influences in the mid-12th century there also appeared gruesome renditions of the Last Judgment, e.g., at Lincoln Cathedral. In contrast with the demonic nature and animated quality of sculpture in France and in England, there was an assertion of more massive and ponderous figures in N Italy, with the narrative relief from Genesis designed by Wiligelmo in Modena and by Niccolò in Verona.                                      
                                               Romanesque period

Romanesque architecture and art, the artistic style that prevailed throughout Europe from the 10th to the mid-12th cent., although it persisted until considerably later in certain areas. The term «Romanesque» points to the principal source of the style, the buildings of the Roman Empire. In addition to classical elements, however, Romanesque architecture incorporates components of Byzantine and Eastern origin. 
In addition to classical elements, however, Romanesque architecture incorporates components of Byzantine and Eastern origin. 

                                                      Metalwork

Another aspect of the Romanesque revival was the production of metalwork objects, of which many outstanding examples, such as crucifixes, reliquary 
_____________________

*Vézelay - it is kind of medieval architecture. 

shrines, and candlesticks, are still preserved in church treasuries. The most productive centers of this art were the regions adjacent to the Rhine and the Meuse rivers, where the art of bronze casting reached a level of technical mastery sufficient to permit the execution of works of considerable dimension. An outstanding example of Mosan bronze casting is the baptismal font of St. Barthelemy in Liège, a large vessel supported by 12 oxen and decorated with scenes in high relief, executed by Rainer of Huy* between 1107 and 1118. It was during this same period that Limoges, in central France, became an extremely active center of metalwork production, specializing in enamelwork.

                                                        Fresco

Fresco painting has been more adversely affected by the accidents of time, but several large cycles, as well as numerous other fragments of Romanesque wall painting, have survived. The large and relatively unbroken expanses of wall space within Romanesque buildings presented an excellent ground for the work of the painter, and the basic forms of Romanesque fresco painting are typically monumental in scale and bold in colouristic effect. Among the foremost examples of this art still largely extant are the cycles of Saint-Savin in western France and Sant'Angelo in Formis in S Italy
                                        Manuscript Illumination

Manuscript illumination of the Romanesque period was characterized by a vast enlargement of the traditional fund of pictorial imagery, although in terms of overall execution and calligraphic quality Romanesque illuminated books often show a certain carelessness and lack of refinement. The Psalter, as in the early Middle Ages, continued to be the most widely read volume for religious use, and numerous sumptuously illuminated copies of this work were executed. The Romanesque scriptorium also produced large editions of the Bible, often extending to several volumes. A splendid example of such a work is the Winchester Bible, executed in the course of several generations and decorated with numerous scenes from the Old and the New Testaments. Romanesque manuscripts are enlivened by elaborate and highly inventive initial letters, on which the artists of this period lavished their bent for rich ornamental display.
                              The term “Gothic” and Gothic architecture

The term "Gothic" was originally intended as a stylistic insult equated with "barbarian," but the term has since matured into a simple description of style.
    Gothic architecture is a style of European architecture, particularly associated with cathedrals and other churches, in use during the high and late medieval period, from the 12th century onwards.

________________________

*Rainer of Huy- medieval artist. 

Gothic architecture has nothing to do with the historical Goths. It was a pejorative term that came to be used as early as the 1530s to describe culture that was considered rude and barbaric. François Rabelais imagines an inscription over the door of his Utopian Abbey of Thélème, "Here enter no hypocrites, bigots..." slipping in a slighting reference to "Gotz" and "Ostrogotz." In English 17th century usage, "Goth" was an equivalent of "vandal," a savage despoiler with a Germanic heritage and so came to be applied to the 
architectural styles of northern Europe before the revival of classical types of architecture. "There can be no doubt that the term 'Gothic' as applied to pointed styles of ecclesiastical architecture was used at first contemptuously, and in derision, by those who were ambitious to imitate and revive the Grecian orders of architecture, after the revival of classical literature. Authorities such as Christopher Wren lent their aid in deprecating the old medieval style, which they termed Gothic, as synonymous with every thing that was barbarous and rude.

                       The origins of the style and its characteristic
The style originated at the abbey church of Saint-Denis in Saint-Denis, near Paris, where it exemplified the vision of Abbot Suger. Suger wanted to create a physical representation of the Heavenly Jerusalem, a building of a high degree of linearity that was suffused with light and colour. The façade was actually designed by Suger, whereas the Gothic nave was added some hundred years later. He designed the façade of Saint-Denis to be an echo of the Roman Arch of Constantine with its three-part division. This division is also frequently found in the Romanesque style. The eastern "rose" window, which is credited to him as well, is a re-imagining of the Christian "circle-square" iconography. The first truly Gothic construction was the choir of the church, consecrated in 1144. With its thin columns, stained-glass windows, and a sense of verticality with an ethereal look, the choir of Saint-Denis established the elements that would later be elaborated upon during the Gothic period. This style was adopted first in northern France and by the English, and spread throughout France, the Low Countries and parts of Germany and also to Spain and northern Italy.
The style emphasizes verticality and features almost skeletal stone structures with great expanses of glass, sharply pointed spires, cluster columns, flying buttresses, ribbed vaults, pointed arches using the ogive shape, and inventive sculptural detail. These features are all the consequence of a focus on large stained-glass windows that allowed more light to enter than was possible with older styles. To achieve this "light" style, flying buttresses were used as a means of support to enable higher ceilings and slender columns. 

                                               Gothic cathedrals

Cathedrals were an important part of the Middle Ages. Many can still be seen today, a lot of European cathedrals can strike us an nowadays. We think you understand the importance of religion and church in the Middle Ages.

In the Middle Ages, the main purpose of a cathedral was religion. Cathedrals were expected to carry out many services a day. The medieval people believed that was how they could earn their place in heaven, among other things.

Although religious services were the main purpose, a cathedral had other duties. Crowing (called coronations in the Middle Ages), christening, weddings, and funerals all took place there. People could even be buried inside the cathedral! People also built them to show off to visitors, pilgrims, and high officials.

In the Middle Ages land was divided up into sections, called dioceses. A bishop got one diocese each to use for religious purposes. People gave funds to build cathedrals to lift their sins. Funds would come from many people, even the king sometimes! Bishops were people who lead the church with the pope. Often, shops and houses were torn down to make space, sometimes making people mad at the bishop.

To build a cathedral stone carvers, carpenters, a master mason, an architect, a master stone cutter, laborers, a stone dresser, a black smith, plumbers, a roofer, mortal makers, a glazier or glass maker, a stained glass craftsman, and sculptors were needed. A master mason was in charge, masons were the main builders. Carpenters and blacksmiths actually just made the tools. Plumbers didn’t make pipes, back then they put lead on the spires!

Building might take hundreds of years, and the offspring of the builders had the same work until the job was done. From sunrise to sunset they worked, so it was longer in the summer. Gargoyles were spouts that carried rain water away from the walls. Sometimes, as a mean joke, they were made t0o look like the bishop or a worker! Stained glass windows, statues, and painting were picture Bibles for those who couldn’t read.

Some parts to a cathedral were very important, others are just extras. The bells in the bell tower often signaled beginnings of services or served as a clock to tell time. The choir, closest to the alter, was where the clergy stood during services.

Buttresses supported the walls under the heavy roof. Clerestories were rows of windows that let extra light inside. The porch provided shelter for worshippers or

the clergy. The roof was made of tiles over planks of wood. A rose window was round, filled with stained glass, and symbolized eternity. 

Gothic cathedrals could be highly decorated with statues on the outside and painting on the inside. Both usually told Biblical stories, emphasizing visual typological allegories between Old Testament prophecy and the New Testament.Important Gothic churches could also be severely simple. At the Basilica of Mary Magdalene in Saint-Maximin, Provence the local traditions of the sober, massive, Romanesque architecture was still strong. The basilica, begun in the 13th century under the patronage of Charles of Anjou, was laid out on an ambitious scale (it was never completed all the way to the western entrance front) to accommodate pilgrims that came to venerate relics. Building in the Gothic style continued at the basilica until 1532.In Gothic architecture new technology stands behind the new building style. The Gothic cathedral was supposed to be a microcosm representing the world, and each architectural concept, mainly the loftiness and huge dimensions of the structure, were intended to pass a theological message: the great glory of God versus the smallness and insignificance of the mortal being.                            (Appendix A)

                              The Art Effects of Black Death.

The tone of despair appears eventually in the art of the Middle Ages, though not immediately. By the later 1300s, when many parts of Europe had been visited two or three times by the disease, there appears a strain of grisly morbidity that is still compelling.

One striking example can be seen in tomb sculptures. A great lord was buried in a sarcophagus: the body was in a coffin, which in turn was in a larger stone casing that was usually decorated. The sides might be decorated with religious carvings, but the lid of the tomb often held the likeness of the one entombed.

Where previously these sculptures showed the lord in his armor with his sword and shield, or the lady in her best clothes, and both in full bloom of health, around 1400 we begin to see a disturbing change. The sculpt ures of some (only some -- this was never the dominant style) show half-decomposed bodies with parts of the skeleton clearly visible. The clothes draping the body were rags, and some showed worms and snails burrowing in the rotting flesh.

                                            The dance macabre

A similar brutality appeared in paintings, too. Here the style has a name: the dance macabre, the Dance of Death. The motif shows skeletons mingling with living men in daily scenes. We see peasants at a harvest festival, or workmen at a construction site, or hunters in a forest. And in each scene, mingled with the living, are skeletons: skeleton horses carry corpses to the hunt; peasant girls dance with death; a skeleton receives an infant from its baptismal font.

The juxtapositions are shocking, for they catch us at our merriest moments and remind us of horror and loss. It's a cruel sort of art. It is even more striking when you realize that these works were commissioned. These are no paintings wrung out by tortured souls in isolation. These are works specifically requested by churches or monarchs or city councils, and they were displayed in public places. Not only did artists render these frightening images, their patrons paid for them, displayed them, and ordered more. We think that nothing demonstrates better the effect of the Black Death on Europe than these works of art.                (Appendix A)

                                                    Education.

By the 12th and 13th centuries, scholars had begun to gather in a few European cities to concentrate on advanced studies. So began the first European universities-in Bologna in Italy, Paris in France, and Oxford* in England, soon followed by Cambridge**, England. By the way Many English students were bared from the University of Paris in 1167 and this may have promoted the establishment of rival university at Oxford, which, indeed, was modeled on that at France. All teaching was based on the «seven liberal arts». The group of three first studies-grammar, logic, and rhetoric –was called the trivium; the other four, or quadrivium, were arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music. There were similar centers of learning outside Europe, especially in the Arab world, and in India and China. 

Although very few girls attended schools, most convents educated women. One famous example of an educated woman of the day was the French nun Heloise, who was taught classics at the nunnery of Argenteuil, where she became abbess. Girls from the nobility were enrolled at the Notre Dame de Paris and studied under the theologian and philosopher Peter Abelard. 

_________________________

*Oxford- university in England

**Cambridge- university in Great Britain

                                                 Chapter IV.

                                                The Black Death.

As the populations of medieval towns and cities increased, hygienic conditions worsened, leading to a vast array of health problems. Medical knowledge was limited and, despite the efforts of medical practitioners and public and religious institutions to institute regulations, medieval Europe did not have an adequate health care system. Antibiotics weren't invented until the 1800s and it was almost impossible to cure diseases without them. 

There were many myths and superstitions about health and hygiene as there still are today. People believed, for example, that disease was spread by bad odors. It was also assumed that diseases of the body resulted from sins of the soul. Many people sought relief from their ills through meditation, prayer, pilgrimages, and other nonmedical methods.So, the plague broke out.
To find out which trace the Black Death  left and how terrifying it was, we decided to turn our attention to a masterpiece written by  Edgar Poe “The masque of the Red Death”.

      “The “Red Death” had long devastated the country. No pestilence had ever been so fatal, or so hideous. Blood was its Avatar and its seal--the redness and the horror of blood. There were sharp pains, and sudden dizziness, and then profuse bleeding at the pores, with dissolution. The scarlet stains upon the body and especially upon the face of the victim were the pest ban which shut him out from the aid and from the sympathy of his fellow-men. And the whole seizure, progress and termination of the disease, were the incidents of half an hour......      And now was acknowledged the presence of the Red Death. He had come like a thief in the night. And one by one dropped the revelers in the blood-bedewed halls of their revel, and died each in the despairing posture of his fall….. And Darkness and Decay and the Red Death held illimitable dominion.”
                                               Origins of the Plague

The Black Death erupted in the Gobi Desert in the late 1320s. No one really knows why. The plague bacillus was alive and active long before that; indeed Europe itself had suffered an epidemic in the 6th century. But the disease had lain relatively dormant in the succeeding centuries. We know that the climate of Earth began to cool in the 14th century, and perhaps this so-called little Ice Age had something to do with it.
Whatever the reason, we know that the outbreak began there and spread outward. While it did go west, it spread in every direction, and the Asian nations suffered as cruelly as anywhere. In China, for example, the population dropped from around 125 million to 90 million over the course of the 14thc.

                                                    Population Loss

Froissart's estimate of the population loss was about right, which is ironic because Froissart wildly exaggerated numbers in almost all his accounts. But the best of many revised estimates still put the overall population loss in Europe at about one- third.

This bears re-stating. The plague came to Europe in the fall of 1347. By 1350 it had largely passed out of Western Europe. In the space of two years, one out of every three people was dead. Nothing like that has happened before or since.

These general numbers disguise the uneven nature of the epidemic. Some areas suffered little, others suffered far more. Here are some examples.

Between 45% and 75% of Florence died in a single year. One-third died in the first six months. Its entire economic system collapsed for a time.

In Venice, which kept excellent records, 60% died over the course of 18 months: five hundred to six hundred a day at the height.

Certain professions suffered higher mortality, especially those whose duties brought them into contact with the sick--doctors and clergy. In Montpellier, only seven of 140 Dominican friars survived. In Perpignan, only one of nine physicians survived, and two of eighteen barber-surgeons.

The death rate at Avignon was fifty percent and was even higher among the clergy. One-third of the cardinals died. Clement VI had to consecrate the Rhone River so corpses could be sunk in it, for there was neither time nor room to bury them.

Long-term population loss is also instructive. Urban populations recovered quickly, in some cases within a couple of years, through immigration from the countryside because of increased opportunities in the cities. Rural population though, recovered itself slowly, for peasants left their farms for the cities. The whole community of scholars suffered as universities and schools, usually located in regions hardest hit, were closed or even abandoned. Sixteen of the forty professors at Cambridge died. Likewise in the institutions of the Church. The priests died and no one could hear confession. Bishops died, and so did their successors and even their successors.In many areas, pre-plague population levels were not reached until the 1500s; in a few, not until the 1600s.

                                                 Conclusion

Now we can make a conclusion what actually the epoch of the Middle Ages was like. What it gave us and what it deprived us of. After considering all the characteristic features of the Middle Ages, such as Knighthood, Chivalry, Art and Wars we can make a conclusion.  Of course knighthood made a great influence on the epoch of the Middle Ages. But it had both bad and good sides. It was bad because most knights carried out the orders  only in their relationships with men and women of their own class, and were too often overbearing and contemptuous towards people of a  lower rank. Its good side was that it encouraged honor, morality, and courtesy. A knight of those days devoted a great part of his life to three things- war, religion, and the service of ladies- and all his training from his childhood taught him what was the duty of a gentleman according to the ideas of  that time. It can be argued that chivalry was a bad idea because it encouraged men to go to war for honor and glory. Nevertheless, chivalry also encouraged honorable behavior even towards an enemy, and in the long run it helped to make people more civilized. Of course the Crusades were very pernicious for the  medieval people, but we shouldn’t forget that one of the most important results of the Crusades was the founding of new religious orders. And also exactly in the Crusades the idea of chivalry was created. Without any doubt the Black death took a lot of people’s lives as well as Inquisition , brought about the destruction to even the remotest corners of the lands, touching  everything ,including painting 
As the chroniclers said, the plague touched everyone, rich and poor alike. The noted Florentine historian, Villani, wrote this: "And many lands and cities were made desolate. And the plague lasted until __________" Villani left a blank at the end of the sentence, planning to fill in a date after the plague had abated. He never did. Villani died in 1348 from the plague. The loss of life in such great numbers and to so gruesome a disease, brought despair to everywhere. 

“During this great epidemic of death the air was so infested that death overtook men everywhere, wherever they might flee. And when they saw everybody dying they no longer heeded death and believed that the end of the world was at hand.”
The Black Death marks a dividing line between the central Middle Ages, with medieval culture in full bloom and at its greatest strength                                                      with its splendid Romanesque and Gothic styles , and the later Middle Ages marked with slow recovering from the plague.   
So, the epoch of the Middle ages is difficult to characterize only as the gloomy or light one , we think that it represents a  unique symbiosis of darkness and brightness ,creation and destruction which are necessary components for the development of future generations to make them understand mistakes made by  their ancestors and avoid them for the sake of ……us ,their descendents.
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Appendix B

Charge Given to the Knights by King Arthur

God made you a good man and fail not of beauty. The Round Table was founded in patience , humility, and meekness. Thou art never to do outrageousity, nor murder, and always to flee treason, by no means to be cruel, and always to do ladies, damsels, and gentle women succor. Also, to take no battles in a wrongful quarrel for no law nor  for no world’s goods.
Thou shouldst be for all ladies and fight for their quarrels, and ever be courteous and never refuse mercy to him that asketh mercy, for a knight that is courteous and kind and gentle has favor in every place. Thou shouldst never hold a lady or gentle woman against her will.
Thou must keep thy word to all and not be feeble of good believeth and faith. Right must be defended against might and distress must be protected. Thou must know good from evil and the vain glory of the world, because great pride and bobauce maketh great sorrow. Should anyone  require ye of any quest so that  it is not to thy shame, thou shouldst fulfill the desire.

Ever it is a worshipful knights deed to help another worshipful knight when he seeth  him a great danger, for ever a worshipful man should loath to see a worshipful man shamed, for it is only he that is of no worship and who faireth with cowardice that shall never show gentleness or no manner of goodness where he seeth a man in any danger, but always a good man will do another man as he would have done to himself.
It should never be said that a small brother has injured or slain another brother. Thou shouldst not fail in these things: charity, abstinence ,and truth. No knight shall win worship but if he be of worship  himself and of good living and that loveth God and dreadeth God then else he geteth no worship here be ever so hardly.

An envious knight shall never win worship for and envious man wants to win worship he shall be dishonoured twice therefore without any, and for this cause all men of worship hate an envious man and will show him no favour. 

Do not, nor slay not, anything that will in any way dishonour the fair name of Christian knighthood for only by stainless and honourable lives and not by prowess and courage shall the final goal be reached. Therefore be a good knight and so I pray to God so ye may be, and if ye be of   prowess and of worthiness then ye shall be a Knight of the Round Table.
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