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Introduction
The people of different nationalities are very different. It is very important to be able to understand each other, to respect to customs and traditions of other people. For more than a thousand years Britain has always had kings or queens except for the ten years between 1649 and 1659. In the past, kings had great power and they really helped to make history. They started wars, made laws, and did things in their own way. But gradually more and more power went to Parliament. What does the Queen do now? Why does Britain need monar​chy? And does it? What are the British like? There are so many things that make the British who they are, that the only way to find an answer to this question is to keep exploring.
The basic purpose of the given research: to give the main information about the British and their life, that it is better to understand them and to be ready to dialogue with them. For realization of this purpose it is necessary to solve the following tasks: 

1) To give the general information on Britain and the British people;

2) To give some pieces of advice to the one who is going to in Great Britain;

3) To tell about some traditions of the British people, their preferences in meal, national features.

The offered job represents the independent manual, because in the application there are tests, crossword puzzles and other additional material which can be used by the teachers at lessons.

The   United Kingdom. General information

BRITAIN-THE RIGHT NAMES
Britain — or Great Britain (GB) — is the name for England, Wales and Scotland. Britain is the eighth largest island in the world.  The British Isles is the name for England, Scotland, Wales, both parts of Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel  Islands.   The   United Kingdom   (UK)   is   England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The British government is the government of the UK. People who live in Britain are called British. Many people think that 'English' is the same as 'British'. But England is only one of the four nations in the UK. The Scots, Welsh and Northern Irish are British too. They sometimes get angry when they are called 'English'.
There are also millions of British people whose par​ents first came to Britain in the 1950s and 1960s from the   Caribbean,   India, Pakistan,   Hong   Kong and other places. Their homes are mainly in the big English   cities   like   London, Birmingham and Manchester.
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FLAG
Britain's flag is called the 'Union Jack'. It is really three flags on top of each other - the red cross on white background of St George for England, the white 'X' on blue background of St Andrew for Scotland, and the red 'X' on white background of St Patrick for Ireland. Of course, each country in Britain also has its own flag. It's worth remembering that the Union Jack is more popular in England than in Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The reason is that the Welsh, Scottish and Irish do not like being reminded of the time when they lost their indepen​dence to England.
The British like to have fun with their flag. They put it on party hats, bags, socks and even wigs. But they don't like to talk about or show their patriotic feelings. They feel, too embarrassed. But on certain occasions, like a royal anniversary or a football match, they forget to be embarrassed...
LANGUAGES
Most British people speak English, but Gaelic is also spoken in the west and north of Scotland and in Northern Ireland. Welsh is spoken by over half a million people in Wales. The UK also has speakers of many other languages like Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi and Chinese.
RELIGION
Most British are Protestants (Anglicans and Methodists). Besides Protestantism   and Catholicism there are a lot of different religions in Britain today.
DRESS
The   most  famous  traditional British dress is undoubtedly the Scottish kilt. The particular pattern    of   tartan,    the checked fabric from which Scottish national dress is made, represents the family clan that the person is from. Many people think that Scottish men wear kilts every day. This is not true! Just like no Russian woman wears a 'kokoshnik' anymore, kilts are only worn on special occasions such as  weddings or dances. So, when you see people in Scottish  national   dress   in   the   streets   of Edinburgh, they are probably not Scotsmen. They are probably American tourists!
SONGS
The Scots, the Welsh and the Irish are very proud of their national songs. When the English play football against Scotland or Wales, the Scots sing Flower of Scotland and the Welsh sing Land of My Fathers. But the English national song is the same as the British national song — God Save the Queen.
NAMES
A person's name sometimes tells us where their family first came from. 'Mac' or 'Me' in a surname (for example, McDonald) is always either Scottish or Irish. 'O' in a surname (for example, O'Brien) is always Irish. Other surnames, like Morgan and Jones, are Welsh.
Sometimes, as a joke, Scotsmen are called 'Jock' or 'Jimmy' as a first name, Irishmen are called 'Paddy' or 'Mick' and Welshmen are called 'Dai' or 'Taffy'. But if you don't know someone well, don't call them by these names!
THE BRITISH CHARACTER
This is where things become even more complicated. Although the British live on the same island, it is wrong to say that the English are just like the Scottish, Irish or Welsh (or the other way around). Of course, there are some common cultural characteristics. For example, it is true that British people often talk about the weather, especially if they don't know each other very well. It is true that they are more reserved than Russin people: they don't like to show their emotions and they don't make friends easily with strangers. It also seems to be true that the British are not very good at learning foreign languages.
However, there are certain things that make an Englishman different from an Irishman or a Welshman from a Scotsman. Take, for example, the famous English cup of tea. Nowhere else in Britain a cup of tea plays such an important role as it does in England. Tea is not just a drink, it's a whole English institution. In joy and trouble, a good cup of tea is what makes English people cope with whatever life throws at them. In England, if you need to hire workmen to fix your roof or do some other work like that, make sure that hot cups of tea are in good supply or you might find yourself with a roof that leaks worse than before. Another example is some Scottish eating habits. One of them is deep-fried Mars-bars. Do you know how they are made? It's very simple - you take a Mars-bar, dip it in batter and then fry it in hot oil. Do you know any other nations that do that? I think not!
STEREOTYPES
There are certain stereotypes of national charac​ter which are well known in Britain. For exam​ple, the Irish are supposed to be great talkers and the Scots have a reputation of being careful with money. But these descriptions are not true!
Land of traditions
Almost everything you come across in Britain is a result of a long history. The   British   are   proud   of their traditions and carefully keep them up.
Foreigners watch with disbelief the ceremony of the keys at the Tower of London. This strange ceremony takes place every night and is 700 years old! Locking a door or a gate seems to be a simple thing. Not, however, if the gates are of the Tower of London. At 21.53 the Chief Warder of the Tower, carrying a lantern and the keys, meets the Escort of the Key. They march to the various gates and lock them ceremonially. But at the Bloody Tower the party is stopped by a sentry with the words: 'Halt! Who comes there?' (as if he wouldn't know after 700 years.)
'The Keys.'
'Whose Keys?'
'Queen Elizabeth's Keys.'
'Advance Queen Elizabeth's Keys.'
'All's well.'
'God preserve Queen Elizabeth.'
'Amen!'
And the keys are carried to the Governor of the Tower   for the night.

The royal family

Elizabeth 11 calls the Windsor family a 'Firm'. She thinks of it as a business rather than a family. And the main business of the royal family is... well, probably being royal. And they are paid for it. The Queen is one of the richest women in the world and yet she gets about 8 million pounds a year to be Queen. But many people agree that she does her job well and she deserves her salary.
Being Queen is a really busy job. Elizabeth II gets up early and begins the day by looking through the newspapers. Then she reads letters from the public (she gets more than 1000 each week), and tells her staff how she would like them to be answered. The Queen has daily meet​ings    with    her    Private Secretary who helps her to go through her paperwork and lots of meetings with ambassadors,  new judges, and bishops.
In the afternoon Elizabeth II often goes out on public engagements — she gets thousands of invita​tions each year. She opens new hospitals, bridges and factories.
Once a week, the Queen has a meeting with the Prime Minister and they discuss government business and important things that are happening in the country.
In the evening the Queen reads the report of the day from Parliament. She isn't a politician, and in modern Britain the power belongs to the government, but she must agree to every new law. It's a formal agreement; no king or queen has refused a new law since 1701!
Being Queen is not a 9 to 5 job, and Eliza​beth II has to work from early in the morning until late at night. And people watch her all the time.
Of course, she has some free time, and some private life, but less than most people.
In her spare time Elizabeth II enjoys horse racing, fishing, and walking in the countryside. She also enjoys photography and likes taking photos on her travels.
Many people think that the Royals are useless and monarchy is outdated. But... the British people seem to like them that way. They like to read about the royal family, royal scandals and shocking secrets. They like to watch royal ceremonies, they are proud of the tradition of monarchy. Britain has had kings and queens for a thousand years — probably they'll have them for another thousand.
According to a survey conducted during the Queen's Golden Jubilee, six out often people in Britain thought the monarchy was not out of date. But young people were less sure. Those aged fewer than 24 were split evenly. One half liked the Royals, the others thought they were not important anymore and said they weren't happy with the cost of keeping the Royal Family.
The British and the food
Paul White works as a cook in a top London hotel. What does he think about the British and food?
'Visitors to Britain    generally agree    about    one thing     -     British cooking. "It's terri​ble!" they say. "You can cook vegetables in so many interesting ways. But the British cook vegetables for too long, so they lose their taste." These visitors eat in the wrong places.  The best British cooking is in good restaurants and hotels, or at home.
'British tastes have changed a lot over the past twenty years. In the 1990s the national average for each person was 352 grams of "red" meat each week, but now it's less than 250 grams. People pre​fer chicken and fresh fish. And more people are interested in healthy eating these days. In 1988 the national average was 905 grams of fruit and fruit juices each week, but now it's nearly 2,000 grams.
'The British have a "sweet tooth". They love cakes, chocolates and sweets. At my hotel we cook traditional British puddings and our customers love them. Can you imagine a pudding made mostly with bread and butter? It exists in British cooking - "Bread and Butter Pudding". It's great!'
CHANGING TASTES
Today many people want food to be quick and easy. When both parents are working, they cannot cook large meals in the evenings. 'Ready-made' meals from supermarkets and Marks and Spencer and 'take-away' meals from fast food restaurants are very popular. If you are feeling tired or lazy, you can even phone a local restaurant. They will bring the food to your house.
EATING OUT
Twenty years ago, British people usually ate at home. They only went out for a meal at special times, like for somebody's birthday. But today, many people eat out at least once a week.

ENGLISH BREAKFAST
If you go to a hotel in Britain and ask for a typical English breakfast, you'll probably get bacon and eggs, sausage, mushrooms, baked beans and tea and toast. When porridge or fruit juice are offered as well, the meal is sometimes advertised as a 'full English breakfast'. But how many people in England actually eat an English breakfast? Only one person in ten! In fact, today's English breakfast is more likely to be nothing! One in five people say all they have for breakfast is a cup of coffee, and many children go to school without eating anything.
HAGGIS
On the 25th of January, many Scottish people go to 'Burns' suppers'. At these parties they read from the work of their national poet Robert Burns, wear kilts, sing traditional songs, dance traditional dances and eat haggis. Haggis is Scotland's best-known traditional dish made from lamb's lungs, liver and heart and mixed with onions and spices. It's tradi​tionally packed
in a sheep's stomach. It probably doesn't sound appetizing, but most people who were brave enough to try it say that it's very tasty!
In the past, traditional steakhouses were very popular places, but now many people prefer for​eign food. Every British town has Indian and Chinese restaurants, and large towns have restau​rants from many other countries too.
Pubs are also very popular. There are over 60,000 pubs in the UK (53,200 in England and Wales, 5,200 in Scotland and 1,600 in Northern Ireland). British people drink an average of 99.4 liters of beer every year. More than 80% of this beer is drunk in pubs and clubs.
THE BRITISH AND TEA
The British population drinks about 2,000,000,000 cups of tea a day! That is an aver​age of nearly 1,040 cups of tea a year for each person. Tea ~ mostly green tea from China — came to Britain in the late 1500s, but it was only for the very rich. It became cheaper about three hundred years later, when it was planted in India and later in Ceylon (Sri Lanka). People from all classes started drinking it. But some people thought that too much tea was bad for your health. So they started putting milk in it, to make it healthier!

AFTERNOON TEA, HIGH TEA, LUNCH AND DINNER
Afternoon tea is a small meal, not a drink. Now most ordinary British families do not have time for afternoon tea at home, but in the past it was a tra​dition. It became popular about hundred and fifty years ago, when rich ladies invited their friends to their houses for an afternoon cup of tea. They started offering their visitors sandwiches and cakes too. Soon everybody was enjoying this excit​ing new meal.

But the British working population did not have afternoon tea. They had a meal at about midday, and a meal after work, between five and seven o'clock. This meal was called 'high tea', or just 'tea'. Some families in Scotland and the north of England still have 'high tea' and some restaurants in these areas offer it too. High tea is a big meal with a main dish — meat or fish — followed by bread and butter and cakes. You drink lots of cups of tea with high tea.
Today, most people have a meal between 12 and 2 p.m. In the past, this meal was called 'din​ner' in working families. But now most people call it 'lunch'. 'Dinner' has become a bigger meal in the evenings.
Based on British Life by A. Collins

FISH AND CHIPS
Fish and chips are the classic English take-away food. It is usually bought ready cooked at special shops ~ fish and chip shops (or 'chippies' as they are sometimes called) — and taken away wrapped in paper to be eaten at home or outside. If you go to a fish and chip shop, you'll be asked if you want salt and vinegar to be sprinkled over your chips. Be careful because sometimes they give you too much!
WOULD YOU LIKE A CUPPA?
If someone asks you if you would like a cuppa, they are asking if you would like a cup of tea. If someone says 'let me be mother' or 'shall I be mother', they are offering to pour out the tea from the teapot.
BRITISH DINNER
A typical British meal for dinner is meat and 'two veg', a gravy covers the meat, and one of the vegetables is almost always potatoes. The British eat a lot of potatoes. However, this meal is rarely eaten nowadays — most people in Britain are eating curry. In fact, the most recent survey found that curry is now Britain's most popular meal! There is even a special type of curry that originated in England and is not found anywhere else apart from Britain — 'chicken tikka masala'.
How the British complain
In restaurants, as elsewhere, the British may everything is all right they smile politely and moan and grumble to each other about poor  mutter, 'Yes, fine, thanks.' service or bad food, but they find it difficult to Some braver people do complain, but their complain directly to the staff. Complaining complaints sound timid and apologetic. 'Excuse would be 'making a scene' or 'drawing attention me, I'm terribly sorry, um, but, er, this soup to oneself in public — all forbidden by the seems to be rather, well, not very hot — a bit unwritten rules. So when the waiter asks if   cold, really.' 'Sorry, but, um, I ordered the steak and this looks like, er, well, fish.' 'Sorry, but do you think we could order soon? (this after a twenty-minute wait with no sign of any service) It's just that we are in a bit of a hurry, sorry.' And they look at the floor as though they have done something wrong. The British also tend to apologize for making perfectly reasonable requests: 'Oh, excuse me, sorry, but could we possibly have some salt?' 'Sorry, but could we have the bill now, please?' and even for spending money: 'Sorry, could we have another bottle of this, please?' And they always apologize when they haven't eaten much of their meal". 'Sorry, it was lovely, really, I'm just not very hungry.'
Stately homes
Not everyone is lucky enough to keep their old home. Many of the people who once owned the castles and palaces of Britain cannot afford to look after them now. But the buildings still stand, full of wonderful antiques and art treasures.
A large number of them now belong to the National Trust, a private organization which buys historic buildings. The old owners still live there, and keep the atmosphere of a beautiful private home, but the houses are open to the public too. In this way everyone can enjoy the great cultural treasures of the past.

It was different in the old days. The rich were very rich and the poor were very poor. But is it really different now? Some of the aristocratic families of Britain still have a lot of money, and some still live in magnificent 'stately homes' built by their families hundreds of years ago.
Castles with strong walls and towers may be almost a thousand years old, but most stately homes date from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and many are filled with wonderful collections of paintings and furniture. But even for the richest, life in these old houses is expen​sive. There are roofs to repair, hundreds of rooms to clean, and miles of parkland to look after. To make money, owners of stately homes often make their parks into playgrounds. They set up zoos, safari parks, model railways, small museums — anything that people will pay to see.

How the British relax
Gardening is a well-known favourite. As the weather in Britain is relatively mild, British people manage to do gardening almost all the year round. Sometimes this can be just doing a bit of weeding and sometimes, serious vegetable and fruit growing. In fact, regardless of the size of the garden, the British can always find plenty to do in it. Mowing grass is also very important. Every Sunday morning (except for winter) they come out to mow their lawns. To outsiders, it almost seems like an obsession but to a British person it is an important social duty. The British see an unmown lawn, not only as a sign of laziness, but also as disrespect to others (and you can get fined for it as well).
Walking is also very popular. Ask any British person if they have a pair of walking boots and the answer will probably be yes. Except for dry summer days, the beautiful British countryside is pretty muddy, so you need a good pair of walking boots or 'wellies' to enjoy your walk. Walking as a leisure activity has a long tradition in England. You can buy a variety of maps and guides to walking routes. Organized walking is also popular and is a good way to discover local sights of interest with a group of like-minded people and a good guide.
Cycling is another popular activity. Unfortunately, many British roads are very busy and don't have cycling paths, so cycling can be a bit dangerous in Britain, many people find quiet country roads and spend their whole holidays exploring their homeland on their bikes. More extreme sports like rock climbing also attract people. And, of course, the famous British eccentricity is the cause of unusual sports like extreme ironing. Extreme ironing is a serious sport where teams of people compete at who can do their ironing in more extreme conditions. Extreme ironing is now an international sport with serious competitions and organized events.
Of course, not all British people keep fit by engaging in extreme sports. Many go to the gym, swimming pool or fitness classes. However, it has to be said that the British are not the sportiest nation in the world. You see, watching TV often gets in the way. Increasingly, British people spend their free time watching TV. Sad, but true. The only comforting thing is that they are not on their own — most of the world seems to be doing the same!
As far as actually going away on holiday, many British people choose to spend their holidays abroad, preferably somewhere warm and dry. Spain, France and Greece are regular destinations due to convenient location and kind climate. City breaks are also a good idea for changing the scenery and enjoying new places without too much trouble.

Private schools in the UK: overview

Private education - What is it?
The school system in the UK can proudly call itself one of the most complicated in Europe. Not only it is not the same across the kingdom but also the numbers of changes that have taken place in the last 50 years have made it equally confusing for a British person and for a foreigner.
Let's start from the beginning. There are two types of schools in the UK: state schools where education is free and private schools where you have to pay. The only thing is that private schools in Britain are called ... pub​lic. Why? A long time ago when education was a privi​lege of the rich, the only schools where poor people could go were funded by charities (organizations that collect money for people in need). As it was public money, the schools for the poor were called public schools. Logical, isn't it? However, in the course of histo​ry many public schools became very successful and turned into expensive private schools but the conserva​tive British continued to call them public schools.

How does it work?
Until very recently public schools were either all-boys or all-girls. Public schools can be full boarding (pupils live there all academic year except for holidays), normal (pupils go home every day) and mixed (some pupils go home every weekend and some stay).
What kind of people go to a public school?
Well, the first thing you need to have is money as some public schools charge up to £20,000 a year. There are some grants for bright pupils as well but the places are few and the competition is very strong. Therefore, it comes as no surprise that only six percent of the people in the UK can afford it. The other important criterion is that you have to belong to the right class as the class sys​tem in Britain is still very important. Mostly, public edu​cation is a privilege of the upper middle and upper classes.
Personal Views
Dr John Rees Smith, Head of Language Centers, Middlesex University:
"As we live in London it was rather difficult for us to find a decent local school, so my wife and I decided that private education was a better option for our children.
"In our opinion, the main advantages of public edu​cation are good academic standards, better exam results, dedicated staff and a chance to mix with children from good backgrounds. There is also an opportunity to study elite subjects such as Latin and Greek, and start learning modern languages earlier.
"On the negative side, I would certainly mention high fees and that most public school kids have very well-to-do parents, so it can be a bit intimidating for poorer children."  

James Thomas, English Teacher, London:
"I come from an upper middle class family (my father is a lawyer), so it had been decided that I would go to a public school before I was born. If was a local mixed boarding school for boys, so my parents took me home every weekend and I did not feel very lonely. The main thing that you should understand about public education is that it is all about class. In our school there were some bright kids from poor working class families who got a scholarship. I always felt sorry for them as they could never truly blend in. Other boys always laughed at their accents and lack of money.
"A lot of upper middle and upper class families tradi​tionally send their kids to full boarding schools because they do not want their children to be near home as it interferes with their social life. It is very sad because it means that no close relationship between parents and children can develop.
"I also do not like the idea of single sex education, especially for boys, as it can lead to future communica​tion problems with the opposite sex."
British humour
It is common to hear foreigners use the phrase: 'typical British sense of humour', but what exactly does that mean? As a nation, the British are proud of their particular sense of humour and believe that it is unique. British people often say that foreigners, in particular, the French and Americans, don't understand British jokes. This statement is, of course, a bit unfair, but it does reflect some differences in what people in different countries and cul​tures find funny. The strange thing is that British humour is based on two rather contra​dictory foundations. On the one hand, there is a typically dry, almost sarcastic understate​ment. On the other, there is a national obses​sion with something called 'toilet humour'. 

UNDERSTATEMENT AND IRONY
The first characteristic is probably the most famous. British people use understatement almost all the time. Perhaps it is connected to the terrible climate in Britain. The statements like: 'It's a bit chilly, isn't it?’ or, 'I'm just a bit tired' are often used when it is terribly cold, or you are absolutely exhausted.
Understatement is closely connected to a more general term: irony. Quite often foreign​ers have to spend some time getting used to British people being constantly ironic - in other words - saying the opposite of what they think or feel. The statements: 'Lovely weather we're having at the moment', or, 'Turned out nice again, didn't it?' are to be used when it is raining heavily, or the weather suddenly turns bad after you leave the house without a coat or umbrella. Another example of irony used for humours purposes: We visit our friend in the hospital. We know from his wife that the prognosis is bad, and also that our friend has been informed of his condition. When we enter, we ask him how he's feeling. 'Well,' he says, 'I have been better.' Of course, in some countries it would be unusual to make jokes when you are ill but in Britain it is absolutely normal. It is well-known that British people do not like showing their feel​ings and emotions, so they often turn to irony to conceal what they really feel.
Both understatement and irony depend a lot on tone of voice. This is why it can take time for foreigners to get used to British irony: it is often difficult to detect.
Example: Mother comes into the TV room and discovers her 11-year-old son watching a film instead of doing his homework, as he was supposed to ten minutes ago. Pointing to the screen she says, 'Don't let me distract you from your duties, son, but when you're fin​ished with your serious studies there, maybe we could have a rest and do a little bit of maths.'
What the mother says could be said in an ironic tone of voice, but it could also be said in a normal, matter-of-fact tone as well. In the second case the mother would pretend to be respectful but she is really not. Confused? A lot of people, especially foreigners, because they are concentrating on the tone of voice and are not listening to the actual meaning of words completely miss the ironic intention of the speaker.
TOILET HUMOUR
The other end of the scale is toilet humour. Quite often these jokes (usually visual, as in television comedy programmes) are connected with taboo bodily functions. Toilet humour is something every schoolchild in Britain becomes an expert in very early in life.

When in Britain

Visitors to Britain are often surprised by the strange behavior of its inhabitants. The British like forming queues. In fact, queuing is supposed to be their national characteristic. 'An Englishman, even if he is alone, forms an order​ly queue of one,' joked George Mikes.
So one of the worst mistakes is to get on a bus without waiting your turn in the queue. The British are very sensitive to such behavior and they may get really annoyed with queue-jumpers — people who don't wait their turn in the queue.
The British, especially the English, are more reserved than the people of many other coun​tries. They don't like to show their emotions. They usually don't easily get into conversation with strangers. They don't like personal ques​tions (for example, 'How much money do you earn?', 'How much do you weigh?' or 'Why aren't you married?'). They take more time to make friends. They would like to know you bet​ter before they ask you home. So don't be upset if your English friends don't invite you home. It doesn't mean they don't like you!
If you are invited to a party, it is considered polite to call and say if you can or cannot come. Most parties are informal these days, so you don't have to worry about what to wear — any​thing from jeans to suits will do.
If you are told to 'help yourself to something, it doesn't mean that your host is rude — he or she is showing that you are completely accepted and just like 'one of the family'.
If you enjoyed the evening, call your hostess the next day, or write her a short 'thank you' letter. Perhaps it seems funny to you, but British people say 'thank you, thank you, thank you' all the time! They say 'thank you' even if they give money to a shop assistant. These days most people in Britain do not wear very formal clothes. Of course, when they are 'on duty' they have to obey certain rules. You cannot imagine a bank employee without a suit or a tie. But when he is no longer 'at work', he can put on an old sweater and jeans, some​times with holes in them.
If you go out to enjoy yourself, you can wear almost anything. It is no longer a requirement of theatres that the audience should wear evening dress. So what you wear depends, perhaps, on how much you paid for your ticket. At the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden, for example, spectators in the stalls, the circle and the boxes are usually dressed formally, whilst those peering down from the amphitheatre may well be in jeans. People do, however, tend to dress more formally for ballet and opera than for the theatre and concerts.
In recent years smoking has received a lot of bad publicity, and fewer people now smoke. There is no more smoking on the London Underground, in cinemas and theatres and most buses. Many companies have banned smoking from their offices and canteens. And non-smok​ers can be rude to smokers who break the rule and smoke in public places.
Pubs are an important part of British life. People, especially men, go to the pub to relax, meet friends, and sometimes to do business.
At one time, it was unusual for women to go to pubs. These days, however, there are only a few pubs where it is surprising for a woman to walk in. 
Children under the age of 14 are still not allowed into some pubs.
Pub food is cheaper than most restaurant food, and you don't have to leave a tip. But you do have to go to the bar to get your food and drink. There are no waiters in pubs.
In some countries it is considered bad man​ners to eat in the street. In Britain it is quite common to see people having a snack while walking down the road, especially at lunchtime. On the other hand, the British may be surprised to see young children in restaurants in the evenings because children are not usually taken out to restaurants late at night and, if they make a noise in public or in a restaurant, it is consid​ered very rude. In Victorian times it used to be said that 'Children should be seen and not heard', since children did not participate at all in public life. In recent years children are play​ing a more active role and they are now accept​ed in many pubs and restaurants.
Good and bad manners make up the social rales of a country and are not always easy to learn because they are often not written down in books! The British have an expression for follow​ing these 'unwritten rules': 'When in Rome, do as the Romans do.'
Conclusion
Visitors to Britain are often surprised by the strange behavior of its inhabitants.  They are unique. They started wars, made laws, and did things in their own way. Almost everything you come across in Britain is a result of a long history. The   British   are   proud   of their traditions and carefully keep them up. As you can see, there are so many things that make the British who they are.
In this report we gave the general information on Britain and the British people, told about some traditions of the British people, their preferences in meal, national features. All this information may be useful for those who is going to visit the Great Britain
 The offered job represents may be used as an independent manual, because in the application there are tests, crossword puzzles and other additional material which can be used by the teachers at lessons.
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Application 1
The British quiz
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Part 1 Choose the correct answer for each Try question.
1.
The man in the picture is a symbol
of the British nation. His name is
a) Uncle Sam
b) John Bull
c) Winston Churchill
2.
The capital of Northern Ireland is
a) Dublin
b) Cardiff
c) Belfast
3.
The British flag is often called
a) [image: image3.jpg]


the Union Jack
b) the Stars and Stripes
c) the Maple Leaf
4.
Ben Nevis is
a) a famous footballer
b) a sort of whiskey
c) a mountain
5.
The national currency of
the UK is
a) the euro

b) the dollar
c) the pound
[image: image4.jpg]


6.
The most popular sport in Britain is
a)
ice hockey
b) baseball
c) football
7.
Britain's national drink is
a) tea
b) Coca-Cola
c) coffee
8.
The mysterious Loch Ness
Monster is from
a) Wales
b) Ireland
c) [image: image5.jpg]


Scotland
9.
The famous British newspaper
which is printed on pink paper is
a) The Times
b) The Guardian
c) The Financial Times
10. The Beatles started their career in
a) London
b) Liverpool
c) Birmingham
[image: image6.png]


11. The kilt is
a) a shirt
b) a skirt
c) a pair of trousers
12. The colour that represents Ireland is a) green b)red c) yellow
13. British football fans


a) are the most indifferent fans in the world.
b) are very reserved.
c) have a very bad reputation in Europe for their behavior.
14. Stonehenge is about _ years old
a) 40 d) 400 c) 4000
Part 2 True or false?
1. The future king of England is called the Prince of Wales.
2. Welsh is an official language in Wales.
3. The BBC stands for 'Best British Culture.'
4. A mile is longer than a kilometer.
5. Elizabeth II has two birthdays.
6. In Britain, black cats are believed to bring bad luck.
7. Speakers' Corner is part of the British Parliament.
8. In Scotland, the name for New Year's Eve is Humane.
9. The President of Britain is elected every seven years.
10. Haggis is a traditional Scottish musical instru​ment.
11. A bobby is a guard at the Tower of London.
12. Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon.
Answers
1. b 2. c 3. a 4. c 5. c 6. c 7. a 8. c 9. c 10. b 11. b 12. a 13. c 14. c
 Part 2
I.  T 2. T 3. F (It stands for British Broadcasting Corporation.) 4. T 5. T (The Queen is the only person in Britain with two birthdays. Her real birthday is on April 21st, her 'official' birthday is on the second Saturday in June.) 6. F (Black cats bring good luck.) 7. F (It's in Hyde Park. Every Sunday anyone can make a speech to the crowd there.) 8. T 9. F (There's no President in the UK.) 10. F (Haggis is a traditional Scottish food made from sheep's heart, lungs and liver.) 11.  F (It's a policeman.) 12. T/
Application 2
Some surprising facts of the royal life
Elizabeth II has five Rolls Royces, and they are the only cars in Britain that have no number plates. The Queen's husband, the Duke of Edinburgh, doesn't want to get spotted in a big limo, so he has bought a black taxi for short trips in town.
Everybody knows that Henry VIII had six wives. But not many people know that his sixth wife, Catherine Parr, had four husbands of her own including Henry.
The surname of the British Royal Family is Windsor. This might sound very British, but the Royal Family's ancestors were German. Queen Elizabeth II’s greagreatgrandmot-her. Queen Victoria, was born in Britain, but her mother and her husband were both German.

King Charles I was beheaded in 1649 and buried at Windsor Castle in the same vault as Henry VIII. The coffin was opened in 1813 and Sir Henry Halford, the royal surgeon, performed an autopsy on the body. He secretly stole Charles' neck-bone and for the next 30 years shocked his friends at dinner parties by using it as a salt-cellar. Queen Victoria, hearing of this, demanded that the bone was returned to Charles' coffin immediately. It was!
It is well known that Queen Victoria had the longest reign in British history, over sixty years, but poor young Lady Jane Grey had the shortest — just nine days. She was put in prison by Mary I and later beheaded. It happened in 1553.
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In one of his plays William Shakespeare showed Richard III as an ugly hunchback with an evil history. Some people think this is terribly unfair. They say Richard III was a strong but fair ruler and Shakespeare had it all wrong. They formed the Richard III Society. He is probably the only king of Britain to have his own fan club.
Outside the Houses of Parliament there stands a statue of Richard I, one of the bravest and greatest kings who reigned from 1189-1199 and earned the title 'Lion Heart'. However, he wasn't very patriotic. In his ten years as king he only spent a few months in England, and it is doubtful that he could actually speak the English language. He once said that he would have sold the whole country if he could have found a buyer. Fortunately he couldn't find anyone with the necessary sum!
Application 3
British superstition
Most people in the world have some superstitions — they still live on in the age of sci​ence. Here are some British superstitions with long traditions. Some of them are similar to Russian ones, others are different.
•
It's extremely unlucky to walk under a ladder propped against a wall or building. But if you must pass under a ladder, you can avoid bad luck by crossing your fingers and keeping them crossed until you see a dog. Another remedy is to spit on your shoe and leave the spittle to dry.
· It's unlucky to spill salt. If you do, you must take a pinch and throw it over your left shoulder.
· It's very bad luck to open an umbrella in the house — it will either bring misfortune to the person who has opened it or to those who live in the house.
· It's unlucky to meet or pass someone on the stairs. If it's unavoidable, cross your fingers.
· It's unlucky to take the last piece of bread on the plate.
· It's bad luck to see one magpie. However, it's lucky to see two, etc.
· It's unlucky to put new shoes on the table.
· It's bad luck to pick up scissors that you've dropped.
· It's extremely unlucky to break a mirror. It means 7 years of bad luck.
· The number thirteen is very unlucky and Friday the 13th is a very unlucky date.
•
Burning cheeks or ears mean someone is talking about you. It's a friend if your left cheek is burning. It's an enemy if your right cheek is burning.
· A black cat crossing your path willbring you good luck.
· A horseshoe over the door of a new house brings good luck. But it must be the right way up. The luck runs out of a horseshoe if it's upside down.
· Clover usually has three leaves, but a few have four. A clover with four leaves is supposed to bring good luck.

· It's lucky to touch wood. If you feel you've said something that is tempting fate, touch some item of wood with the right hand.
Application 4
Famous Britons quiz
Do this puzzle and and read the saying.
1. He invented a machine on which the modern computer is
based.
2. He discovered the law of gravity when an apple fell on his
head.
3. He tried to prove that our remote granddads and grannies
were monkeys.
4. The author of The Lord of the Rings.
5. Scotland's national poet.
6. The most famous playwright in the world.
7. The author of Jungle Book.
8. The monument to this man stands in Trafalgar Square.
9. The first woman Prime Minister of Britain.
10. A member of the Beatles who was murdered in the US.
11. The author of Oliver Twist.
12. The beautiful Princess of Wales and the mother of Prince
William and Prince Harry, who died in a car crash in Paris.
13. This guy tried to blow up Parliament on November 5, 1605.
14. This Queen ruled for the longest period in British history.
15. The author of the Harry Potter books.
16. One of Britain's greatest leaders, who was the Prime Minister
of the country during World War II.
17. The creator of Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple.
18. This man invented the telephone.
19. A famous explorer who discovered Australia and Hawaii
20. The author of Alice in Wonderland.
21. The name of a very famous singer, once a member of the
Beatles
22. This famous scientist discovered laws of electricity.
23. The author of The Canterbury Tales.
24. This brave scientist discovered penicillin.
25. The inventor of the steam engine.
26. This romantic poet died in Greece while fighting against the
Turks for Greek independence.
27. The author of Robinson Crusoe.
28. This man was leader of the Parliamentary army against King
Charles I and after Charles's execution, became Lord
Protector. But he was almost as tyrannical as the king he
defeated and the monarchy was restored two years after his
death
29. The name of the author of The Hound of the Baskervilles.
30. The author of Pride and Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility.
31. The name of a film director famous for his horror films, like
Psycho.
32. This Englishman was the first to sail around the world. He
also led the English navy to victory against the Spanish
Armada.
33. The author of The Picture of Dorian Gray.
34. A famous landscape painter of the 19th century.
35. A famous explorer of Africa, the first European to see the
Zambezi River and the Victoria Falls.
36. A comic actor with a small black moustache, a bowler hat
and a funny way of walking.
37. A famous footballer.
38. The inventor of the television.
39. The author of Treasure Island.
40. The author of Ivanhoe.
Answers:

1. Babbage 2. Newton 3. Darwin 4. Tolkien 5. Burns 6. Shakespeare 7. Kipling 8. Nelson 9. Thatcher 10. Lennon 11. Dickens 12. Diana 13. Fawkes 14. Victoria 15. Rowling 16. Churchill 17. Christie 18. Bell 19. Cook 20. Carroll 21. Paul 22. Faraday 23. Chaucer 24. Fleming 25. Watt 26. Byron 27. Defoe 28. Cromwell 29. Arthur 30. Austen 31. Alfred 32. Drake 33. Wilde 34. Constable 35. Livingstone 36. Chaplin 37. Beckham 38. Baird 39. Stevenson 40. Scott 
2. Genius is an infinite capacity for taking pains.
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