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Introduction

Can you imagine a crowd of twenty young persons is going by the street? 

Ofcouse you can! Nobody is surprise if see such situation today. 

Ok. Let's continue. Imagine that this crowd armed by wood sticks, knifes or fittings and everyone of them is ready to kill  his enemy. Isn’t  it terrible? It is an opportunity to keep silent and to hide. But what are you going to do if their enemy is you? 

I think it is worth to care about it.

So, we want to tell you a few words about a negative youth motion. It's skinheads' one. I think it's really actual problem today. Attacks on foreign students became more frequent . There are a lot of victims of it. The number of died and suffered persons is growing. 

We can't solve this problem if we don't know its history. 

I offer you to investigate in this problem and to begin from the sources of it.   

The basic purpose is to investigate the sources of negative motions among the youth.

For realization of this purpose  we should execute next tasks:

1) to give examples of negative youth motion; 

2) to find out a history of this motion;

3) to clear up situation bound with skinheads' motion in Russia;

4) to learn an attitude of the youth to skinheads' motion by interviewing;

5) to suggest possible ways of solution of this problem.

Negative facts of skinheads’ motion
 At the April of 2003 skinheads beat up a citizen of Armenia Aram Gasparjan  on the platform of «Pushkinskaja» underground station.  In this crime the refereeing prosecuted the group was named «Shulz 88». This organization was created in 2001. A twenty four-year-old man Bobrov concentrated ten teens and was intentional to struggle with the Jews, Caucasians, Negroes and Asians. «Shulz» is Bobrov,s  nickname and «88» are the ordinal numbers of Latin letters «HH» that mean «Hail, Hitler!» That's why such title was chosen for the grouping.  

In the searching of Bobrov,s flat were found nationalistic leaflets which encouraged  to clean Russia with beating the foreigners.  

The 25th of December 

A group of young men attacked three African students, who were returning to their dormitory, at about 9 p.m. on Saturday. A student from Cameroon died at the scene and another suffered serious injuries and was hospitalized. 

The attack is being investigated under the charges of murder committed by a group of persons. Ethnic enmity figures among the main theories of the crime. 

The St. Petersburg and Leningrad Region police departament detained three skinheads last week that itsays connected with the fatal beating of a 23-year-old student at the Mechikov State Medical Academyon Feb 1, Interfax reported on Monday.

The police have initiated a criminal investigation on charges of hooliganism against the suspects.

Atish Kumar Ramgoolam and a group of friends were waiting at a streetcar stop on the academy's campus on their way back from visiting another friend at the Piskaryovsky hostel, when they were approached by a group of about fifteen skinheads screaming racist slurs.

According the police report the skinheads were on their way back from a concert of Russian punk-rock band Korol i Shut.

Ramgoolam and another of the students were attacked by the group and Ramgoolam died later in hospital from his injuries.

The police said that three St. Petersburg residents, young men aged 17, 18 and 20 years, were detained after investigators concluded that skinheads were involved into a number of crimes committed in the city, including recent cases of street assaults and theft. 

Less than a week later, on Feb.6, there was another attack on a foreign student as reported by Rosbalt news agency, which said that a group of about ten young people threw bottles at the threatened to kill an Indian student on Nevsky Prospect.

Ramgoolam's death raised an outcry in th foreign-student community, with students meeting with local law-enforcement and academy officials as well as staging a protest on the school's campus.

But, while the arrest of the three suspects may be a step in the right direction for visidle-minority students in the city, three is a concern that the arrests may have been made to give the appearance of action on the part of the police. 

"If the interior ministry has really detained those who are linked to the crime, then I am extremely happy that they have, " said Yury Vdovin the deputy head of the St. Petersburg office of the human-rights group Citizen's Watch, in a telephone interview on Monday. "But I have a sneaking suspicion that this was done in the same old Soviet atyle, in order to find scapegoats.

The police report guoted by Rosbalt stated that one of the detainess" had fascist symbols sewn on his clothes and swastika tattoos on his body, which show that he is a member of an unofficial fascist group of young people.

"I really don't like skinheads, but the law doesn't say that somebody can be convicted for wearing certain symbols or tattoos… . Those who committed the crime should be detained, " Vdovin said.

The police could not be reached for comment on Monday.

Shortly after Ramgoolam's murder, the police announced the establishment of two telephone hot-line numbers to take reports about racist incidents in the city. The numbers are 340-1020 and 278-3014.

"Not that many people call. Nobody called today," said a police officer who answered a call to one of the lines on Monday.

A history of skinheads’ motion's appearance

In 1969 young English workers from London and Liverpool began coming forward opposite the fashion on Peace and Love ideology. They contrasted bald scrags to long hair and pacifism to skirmishes with young rockers` groupings. 

At the beginning skinheads didn't keep to the racistic views. But after they became embittered their music became wilder. New music style appeared at this time and was named «oi». Skinheads began filling up the football stadiums and organized great fights. They declared about their nationalistic and Fascist views for attracting attention. 

Skinheads' fashion spread around the whole Europe.  New Fascist groupings net appeared in England. It was called "Blood and Honour". The members of this organization added to music "oi" nationalistic character and created Rock Against Communism. 

Musical group from England encouraged being against Nazi motioning which at the beginning betrayed multiracial skinheads' culture. 

Red Skins. 

This motion spread in Italy in Red Brigades times. 

They worked together with punks and left-radicals and called communists themselves. They encouraged to aggressing as it way of influence but, by their words, they denied violence philosophy.  They announced about their anti- nazi and anti-capitalistic views. They differed from other skinheads with their symbols and red laces on their shoes. 

Skinheads Against Racial Prejudices (S.H.A.R.P.)

This motion appeared in the USA in 80s ending. S.H.A.R.P. A sharp split was in 1988. Shrill ideological stratification was among American groupings. They devided on two parts: Neo-Nazis (Ku-clucks clan) and Anti-Nazis (S.H.A.R.P.). The second part considered opposing Fascism growing. First S.H.A.R.P. organization was created in New York in 1989. 

 They prefer to make a precise limitation between Neo-Nazis and Anti-Nazis, that's why first of them were called boneheads and second of them were called skinheads.  

Red and Anarchist Skinheads (R.A.S.H.) 

This grouping was created in Canada in the middle of 90s. 

Their ideology similar with Red Skins, one, but they prefer not to connect their ideas. Moreover, they always come forward on the Red Skins,  side when they need help in fights in the concert halls and in 

Pubs. In results, different between Red Skins and RASHs became unnoticeable.      

Gay Skinhead motion.

This organization engaged in propaganda for homosexyalism. It developed in the Western Europe and the USA. Gay skinheads' group «Pink Triangle» played in the San Francisco. Why exactly pink triengle? Gays took pink triangle tabs during Hitler times (Gypsies took green ones, Jews took yellow ones).  

Russian skinheads' history

First skins in Russia were "Brown" ultra-right skins - Nazis. Their ideology penetrated into Russia earlier then some other skin - ideology came and got to good enough soil.

 
First skinheads appeared in Russia in 90 beginning. All over again they were seen in Moscow. Since that times this city became ideological center of skin-motion. First Fascist going out (in modern Russia) was noticed in 1990. Group of young men rushed in Literary men's House on the session of "April" literary union. They shouted fascistic slogans. Certain Ostashvili was their leader. The man place of their meetings and intercourse was Old Arbat and streets near "China-town" underground station. They adopted foreign skinheads' aesthetic and cultural tastes.  

In 1992-1994 years the number of Moscow skinheads went to 150-200 people.  Criminal news of the capital had already been depended on their activity and in the same time. The first teams of skinheads began to appear in some Russian cities, and first of all, in St. Petersburg, Rostov and Volgograd. From the beginning of the 90s years the full number of skinheads went to 1000 people, their own culture and ideas became noticeable phenomen in the world of communistic polyextremism. 
In the middle of 90-s were pubblished the journal "Pod nol"- the first magazin belonged to "skinheads" band.  In the same time there were first music-skin-bands, their style was  near the "postpunk".  

End of 90s. 

Till 1994-1998 the number of "skinheads" greatly increased, their "business" became really organized . Very great bands appeared in Moscow and St. Petersburg. In 1998 there were about twenty bands only in Moscow! Their horroble behavior were dangerous for people. Their sacrifice were common people, hundreds or even thousands of people!

By 1998 there were great changes in skin-culture, it became popular among the young people. The number of skinheads were increasing day by day because of all this events the great interest to skin-industry (made only for skins) emerged in Russia. Instead of one magazine ("Pod nol"), wich was the only one for a long time, a lot of new magazines have been published in Moscow, such as "Stop", "Udar", "Ulichnij bojec", "Otvertka". A few tens of music-skin-bands appeared in the same time, such as "Shturm", "Radegast", "Vandal", "Ultimatum", "Russkoe getto".

There are few skin-bands in St. Petersburg, among them group "Totenkoph" (dead head).  Skin-concerts are held almost every month, 2-3 a year even musical phestivals in style "oi" are held in the biggest Russian cities. They have their own clothes and they used to get it in different ways in firms, shops, for example, huge boots "Martene", "Grinders", "Combat", "T-34", "Buldog" are seld in central shops and market-places. "White laces in black boots" - it means that their owner had already killed his "black" enemy and became real skinhead. But they have to go to special place to buy jacket - "bomber" and special trousers. 

Social classes of skinheads
"Infancy"

The biggest class is "Infancy". There are teenagers (12-14 years old), who dont know yet, what it means to be skinheads, but they had already had their main ideas, behavior norms, slogans etc. Its all based on imitating. They dont have an example of clothes for their cathegorie. 

"Saplings"

Second cathegorie is "Saplings" - elder teenagers (14-16), wich mostly takes part in different meetings. This "class" is able to speak in the firm beliet about the main principals of skinheads. 

"Seniority"

The third cathegorie - "Seniority", expect taking part in meetings, they have their strong own point of view in politics, they hold a strong agitation work. It is really effective, funktionning cathegorie of skinheads. 

"The eldest"

The smallest and in the same time the greatest one is "the eldest". Their average is about 20. They know all traditions and principals of skinheads better than the others. Every "the eldest" has his probation. During being skinheads they cant leave their band. Everyone has to be a skinhead "until dying". "The eldest" is the base of all skin-bands. They form, stimulate, organize, control them. 

"Fashionable"

It is the biggest class, but it hardly could belong to skin-bands. They just follow their style. They dont kill, ruin, destroy, dont submit to their rules and principals. "Skinhead" is just style for them. 

An attitude of the youth to skinheads' motion by interrogation

We held an interrogation among the teenagers (12-18) and the young people (18-30). This question was given for all responses:

· Do you know, have you heard something, or is this the first time you have heard the word «Skinheads»?

Next questions were given for those, who knew the word "skinhead":

· Are there skinheads in your neighborhood, town or village?

· Have you ever encountered skinhead leaflets in public places?  

· Why do you think the skinhead movement must be banned?

· How do you feel about skinheads good, bad, or indifferent?
Possible ways of solution of this problem
Skinhead differ from other youth unification. Skinheads union is the most agressive, the most cruel, the sharpest one. Horribble political situation in Russia made it so. Conflicts between nation, culture of different people, ethnogroups, unbearable conditions of life, war in Chechnja made  this union so dangerous. 

But this situation is in our hands. We can make our future happy by changing our present. Our government should pay attention to "street" children, runaways, "difficult" teenagers.   We are to solve the problem by correct upbringing, by teaching the growing generation how to mix with people without thinking them to be only "black" or "white". It is time to stop a crowd of Nasiz and Fascists and not to let them direct their politics. We shouldn't forget about tolerance, respect to surrounding people.

Conclusion

Skinheads' motion is a serious problem of present-day society… 

Foreign students live in permanent fear for their lifes and health. During international holidays, especially skinheads holiday - Hitler's birthday, they don't leave their dormitories.

They can't visit churches even on Catholic Christmas! It's terrible!

2.000 of foreigh students learned in Voronez 3 years ago. Their number decreased till 1.400 students on today. During this years the incidents became more freguent.  

Congo can easily became the country, from wich young people don't enter Russian Universities. Wednesday night Ephassak Rolan Franz, student from Congo, died in St. Petersburg. On Friday he had been bestially beaten by unknown people in student's district, wich is known as the place of activity of skinheads. (They attake "black" people here) During 4 days doctors have been trying to safe him, they've made 2 operations, but his injuries were mortal. Now students of that Academy, where he has been studing, are going to picket St. Petersburg legistative Assembly.

Skinheads' motion is a serious problem of present-day society… and we must solve this one!
But this situation is in our hands. We can make our future happy by changing our present. Our government should pay attention to "street" children, runaways, "difficult" teenagers.   We are to solve the problem by correct upbringing, by teaching the growing generation how to mix with people without thinking them to be only "black" or "white". It is time to stop a crowd of Nasiz and Fascists and not to let them direct their politics. We shouldn't forget about tolerance, respect to surrounding people.
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Application

Results of the Interrogation
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Do you know, have you heard something, or is this the first time you have heard the word «Skinheads»?
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Are there skinheads in your neighborhood, town or village?
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Have you ever encountered skinhead leaflets in public places?  

How do you feel about skinheads good, bad, or indifferent?
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Do you think the skinhead movement must be banned?
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