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Introduction

We'd like to describe some facts from the group project "There is no place in like school". By taking this theme for our "Portfolio" we wanted to attract the students and teachers attention to the school problems. You know that often we have a short of time for our communicative activities at the lesson. From the other hand some students are meek creatures and feelshy to speak at the lesson. That's why we fried to do our best to overcome all these obstacles with the help of this project and tell you about the most interesting communicative tasks.

1. Take the head-master's interview about school.

2.  Why do we study English at school?

3. Can you prove that "There is no place like school".

4. Describe some examples of out of class and school activities.

a) Domestic animals

b) School decades

c) Literary chair

5. Observe how the students and the teachers spend their breaks at school.

6. Take an interview from former graduates how they spend their break at the Universities. 

7. Analyze the school time-table and make up your time-table corresponding to the students interests.

8. How do you regard to the five marks system?

9. Compare your study habits with the habits of your classmates.

10. The school of future. Imagine that you are the head master of school. Express your opinion to it.

E. Turdaliev

Interview with the headmaster of school,

Vinogradova N. N.

F. A. - Natalia Nikolaevna, what does a modern school look like to your mind?

N. N. - The contemporary school must be a good equipment one and there must be a place for every child.

F. A. - What is the lack of our school?

N. N. - For the first we are short of money. For the 2d we have no modern equipment and training appliances.

F. A. - what new subject's are there in our school?

N. N. - Ritorics and World Literature have been introduced in our school.

F. A. - What were your favorite subjects during your school years?

N. N. - Chemistry and Biology.

F. A. - Were you happy at school?

N. N. - Yes, of course. I was very happy, because we loved our teacher and took an active part in different activities.

F. A. - Would you like to study at our school?

N. N. - Yes. I'd like studying at our school, because there are good, high qualified teacher and decent people.

A. Fursov.
 Why Do We Learn the English Language?

  Everybody knows that it is necessary to learn foreign language. That's why pupils have got such subject as a foreign language at school. Everybody known his own language, but it is useful to know foreign language.

  I learn English, because I understand that I can use it. For example, it I go to England I'll be able to speak English there. If I go to the USA, I'll speak English too. English is used not only in England, but also in other parts of the world.

  I learn English because I want to read foreign literature in the original. I know and like such English and American writers as Charles Dickens, Mark Twain, Lewis Carroll and others. I understand that I must learn English. It I know English well, I'll be able to go to the library and take books by English and American writers in the original.

  It is difficult to visit countries, when you don't know the language of these countries. If i know the language of the country, where I am going to it will be easy to travel there. If I want to ask something, I can do it in English.

  Now we buy many clothes from other countries. If I know English well, you can read something about the size of this or that thing it is clear for you what it is made of.

  There are a lot of films in foreign languages. If you know them, you can understand films with out any help.

  There are international friendship camps in the world. If can speak foreign languages, it will be easy for you to visit camps and speak with the boys, girls, men, women who do not know Russian. In short, I understand I have to learn English in a proper way and I try to do my best.

Yu. Vasiliev
TASK:      “Can you prove that there is no place like school?” 

                         “The more we study, the more we know

                           The more we know, the more we forget

                           The more we forget, the less we know

                           The less we know the less we forget

                           The less we forget, the more we know.”


So why study?

         Each of us put this question for himself. People say: “Knowledge is our power”. And first of all we get knowledge in our school lid like to tell you about our school. As any comprehensive school it stands for learning, communicating, activities and voluntary work. There are a lot of subjects at our school and a lot of clubs as well: woodwork metalwork, football, History, English, Russian, Technology, Information technology and etc. We get a lot of interesting information while doing our subjects. We also have outings to different places of our region and in other regions as well we also can participate in clubs we like or other sorts of activities such as organizing concerts or sport competitions, to work for a charity: planting trees cleaning up streets of our town, to send the parcels of clothes for our orphanage, etc                 

There are rules that should be followed by every pupil at school, pupils have to keep good discipline, they are not allowed to have pocket knives at school, to have cigarillos or matches to bring bubblegum or to the mobiles it is important that pupils should come to class in time and they aren’t allowed   to the lessons or to miss school without any reason. As for me I adore my school and try to do my best. I think I’m happy at school. I am doing well in all the subjects. I am doing well in all the subjects. I am especially good at English. We have English classes according to our interests: we learn modern songs of modern pop singers ;I’ve learnt a lot of songs, performed by such groups as” Beatles” Plasma”, Quit” by such singers as Dion, Elton   Yohn, and Shakiva. We follow my teacher’s instructions try hard at the lessons, present papers care fully, think through problems carefully.   

No daunt, peoples abilities are very different. I’ am more interested in languages indeed and I look forward to studying other modern I anquaqes for in stance German, French or Spanish.    

My weak point in studying English is grammar. My teacher recommends me to study the rules more carefully and to practice more care fully the piece that worries me. My likes are tongue twisters and I try to train and rehearse them with great pleasure such as: ”Red lorry-yellow lorry” or” Still the still king steamer sank”.   

To my mind school is the best thing in the world and I can hardly imagine my Life without it. There is a proverb” There is no place like home” But I would say, “ There is no place like school” Really, school is my second home. I always feel at home here. I am on good terms with the most of my classmates and we spend a lot of time together. We like chatting, giggling; Schooling is nevertheless our main duty, our daily life. And we can talk about it for tours. By the way our school is famous for its strict discipline and an advanced high quality teaching. Beyond a doubt it is one of the best schools in the world.         

T. Novozhilova

Domestic Animals Corner In Our School


I would like to tell you about domestic animals. We have god a cat, a tortoise, and some fisher in aquarium. The cat’s name is Murka. It is little and black. The cat has got a small nose, green eyes and a nice tail with a while spot. Murka is a gay cat and I like playing with it at the interval. The tortoise’s name is Anton. It is very bright and little. It likes warmth. Usually it is fond of sitting under radiator. It likes sleeping. It is fond of eating lattice and cabbage. It has been sleeping since October, and will wake up in March.


 There is a great many fisher. The aquarium is situated in psychological study. They like eating fish – fodder. Lubov Mikhalovna is the founder of the Domestic Animals Corner. All the pupils and teachers are eager to watch them, because they are very funny and nice.

A. Fursov 

Subject Ten - Days Period

In our school we have subject ten - days period, which we call "Decade"`. The first day is devoted to the opening of "Decade" in the form of the music performance telling about this subject. During the whole "Decade" 

The students take part in different quizzes and competition. The final day is represented by a great all-school activity in various forms: conference, "Literaturnaya Gostinaya", Holidays: St. Valentine's Day, "Halloween", "Christmas fairy"; Competitions: "Miss Math", "Mr. Physics", "Competition of ecological tales" and others.

All subjects subject "Decades" made a great impression up on the students and showed an interest to these subjects, besides all the boys and girls opened their creative abilities.

The plan of these measures was written on a special stand: "Subject Ten - Days Period".

All the winners were given the prizes, diplomas and gratitudes.

E. Turdaliev

 Literary study of Local Lore


There is a literary chair in our school. It studies creation of local poets and writers.


It was in October when our leader. Antonina Veniaminovna organized the tour to poet’s native village. There are a lot of warm words about Lihoslavl in works of the poet Stanislav Tarasov. He is our about contemporary poet, he lives in village Vasilki. It is situated on the river Medveditsa.


Stanislav Tarasov was very glad to see us and invited us to have a cup tea from a Russian samovar. During tea time he was reading his new work and poem, and was interested in our classes’ school news and asked various question about the news.


We were very surprised that he hadn’t got TV. After having tea, he showed us he poets: a dog, a cat, a rabbit. The rabbit was presented to us. Tarasov suggested us to have a look at Vasilky’s nature. We came down to the river Medveditsa. Then we went to the old aged pines from time to time the poet forced our impression with his verses.


On the back way we noticed a small chapel and Tarasov said, that he has been building this chapel on his own money for local old people. We were changed by souvenirs and promised to return next time and in his turn he promised to wait for us and prepare to our visit. 


I liked our tour to the poet we left the village with sense of satisfaction and a dream to return their again.

I. Frolov.

Task: Observe how the students spend their breaks at school.

Break! It's Fantastic!

The change of activities is necessary for everybody. That's why, the school break means a drink of air for us especially after boring lessons. During the break we can relax and have a snatch. We can discuss magazines or serials and simply chat about different things. Besides somebody tries to rewrite hometask, the others repeat some materials for the lessons or learn something by heart. As for me, I adore beaks and from my point of view the break is necessary for everybody.

K. Fyodorova  

An interview.

How do students and teachers spend their leisure-hour at the Universities?

I would not say that there are many differences between leisure-hours at school and at the Universities. Of course students are more independent, but they have more responsibility. And everybody is interested in something.

We go to the lessons, write lectures, decide tasks. But it is very different to be attentive and to study new material. Teachers get tried to. And we all need leisure-hours to have a rest and to draw off. 

As for our group we study mathematics more, it's different units and direction. So to draw off we often tell funny stories, anecdotes or something interesting. In some way as at school we compass our homework or do it again.

There is center Internet in our corps. There we may work only one hour a day free of charge. And there are some computers especially for the mail. Often there is a crowd, because many students want to read letters, that they receive, or to write to somebody. Everyone has only 20 min for it.

Usually during long leisure-hour students and teachers get together in buffet.

As for our teachers, they get together at the pulpit. I fat school there is one teacher's room for all teachers that at the University there are some pulpits. It's peculiar teacher's room for teacher of definite direction of mathematics.

So we always try to have a good time at the leisure-hours.

Yu. Vasiliev

Task: Analyze school time-table and make up school time-table, corresponding to the pupil's interests.

When I questioned some pupils about our school I understood that the school time - table must correspond to pupils interests.

Signs:

1. A number of lessons mustn't be more that 5 or 6 classes a day.

2. The are different rinds of lessons in a time - table.

3. It is necessary that the classes shouldn't coincide at the same study.

4. The teacher mustn't have seven preparing a day.

If the school - master follows this instruction the time - table will be easier.

K. Fyodorova.

7 "A"
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday


7:45

English

Biology

Algebra

Russian

Physics
9:20

Literature

Algebra

Geography

History

Sport
8:30

Technology

Technology

Russian

Geometry

Algebra

Biology
8:30

Literature

Physics

Algebra

English

Sport
9:20

Literature

Algebra

Geography

History

Geometry
8:30

English

Russian

Russian

Sport

Cl. hour

7 "B"
8:30

Literature

Algebra

Geography

History

Sport
8:30

English

Biology

Algebra

Russian

Physics
8:30

Geometry

Algebra 

Technology

Technology

Russian Biology
8:30

Algebra Sport Literature

English Physics
8:30

English

Russian

Russian

Sport

Cl. hour
8:30

Literature

Algebra

Geography

History

Geometry

SCHEDULE

E. Turdaliev

TASK:   “Are you satisfied with the system of five marks?”

           Today pupils are often asked the question: “Are you satisfied with the system of five marks?” Some pupils’ treat with indifference but some of them begin to think. To answer this question we interviewed fifty pupils of the 7th and 9th forms. It is difficult for some pupils to answer such question and they don’t answer but most of them think that the system of 5 marks cannot value possibilities of very pupil and it is difficult for a teacher to give marks to pupils. But there are some pupils that are satisfied with the system of 5 marks but they cannot explain their choice. May be they are pupils who are not good at many subjects and who cannot realize their possibilities. Teachers also say their opinion about this question. They consider that it is very difficult to value by the system of 5 marks. Besides a teacher has no right to give “minus”. But we have such system of education that we need it. From our interview everyone can make a conclusion about the system of 5 marks and decide if this system of education is satisfied or not.

"For"
"Against"
"Abstain"

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1

1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1

A. Fursov                      

Comparing Study Habits

Task: Find out more about how you prefer to study by taking this questionnaire?

1. Wen do you like to study?

a) In the morning 

b) In the afternoon

c) In the evening

2. How do you like to study?

a) On your own in silence

b) On your on with music playing

c) With lots of people around

3. What do you do before you start working seriously?

a) Tidy your room and put all your papers away 

b) Make several cups of coffee

c) Start working immediately

4. Are you able to study during various times of the play?

a) You can read and take notes any time

b) You can write essays best before breakfast

c) You can think about your reading better in the evening

5. How long do you study at a time?

a) For half an hour and then you take a five-minute break

b) For two hours and then you stop and start again later

c) For fifteen minutes and then you chat with your friends before resuming studying

6. How do you feel before you begin studying?

a) You look forward to studying because you are interested in learning

b) You do it because you have to, but you don't mind

c) You study only when absolutely necessary

7. How do you feel after you have studied?

a) Tried but happy

b) Full of ideas and energy

c) Glad it's over because you didn't enjoy it

8. What helps you relax in order to study better?

a) Sprorts

b) Yoga

c) Painting and music

I. Frolov


7 "A"
7 "B"
7 "V"

I. a) Early morning
1
-
1

b) Afternoon
4
1
3

c) Evening
5
5
5

d) Never
-
-
1

II. a) Silence + study
6
4
4

b) Music + study
4
2
5

c) People around
1
-
-

III. a) Tidy first
7
-
6

b) Lots of coffee
-
-
2

c) Work immediately
2
6
7

IV. a) Any time
6
2
5

b) Before breakfast
-
-
-

c) In the evening
7
5
3

V. a) Study 30 min
2
5
5

b) Study 2 hours
8
2
5

c) Study 15 min
1
1
-

VI. a) Interested in learning
2
1
3

b) You don't mind
8
5
4

c) Necessary
2
-
3

VII. a) Tired but happy
2
1
3

b) Full of energy
2
1
5

c) Glad it's over
2
2
-

d) With indifference
-
2
-

VIII. a) Sports
2
3
2

b) Yoga and etc
-
-
4

c) Painting and music
-
-
4

d) Anything else?
10
3
2

I. Frolov
TASK:  Imagine what you are the head master of the school.

Express your opinion about the school y future.

School of future.

                      All the Modern worries about instruction. Many teachers and children fall to thinking: ”What school shall we have in future?” As the heard master I asked my colleagues to express their opinion about this subject. There were different points of view. We think that the system of instruction in future will differ from the modem system of education. We would like to know psychology and to my mind it will be interesting for children to learn this subject in future. At school of future children should be taught some lessons of medicine, for example: hygiene, first aid. It is very important for children. I consider that at school of future children should have swimming lessons. I don’t agree with my colleagues that singing is not particularly important subject in the system of instruction. I believe that we can bring up love to surrounding people, nature and motherland children will learn songs and sing them. And I want very much to have this subject at school of future. English is the language for communication of all peoples of all countries in the world. That’s why English is studied now and it will be studied in future. And we consider that’s right. Learning computer should be compulsory because the world perfects itself. And my colleagues and I are sure that science and technology will develop in future and they will be more interesting. We think that pupils will such subject as business communication. At these classes children will learn now to associate with people in different situations of life. They will study morals.

Those way problems of future school are actual and they require decision.

   Here is the list of school subjects for 8-12 forms at school of future:

1. Singing 
8. Chemistry

2. Swimming
9. Physics

3. Physical culture
10. Biology

4.  English
11. Geography

5. Business communication
12. Culture of peoples

6. Medicine 
13. Technology

7. Computer
14. Algebra

In our opinion as concerns Biology, Geography and others it isn’t possible to live correctly without learning them. Such subjects as Culture of peoples will tell children about their ancestors, about their neighbors-countries Physical culture will remain for all the times because there is no life without movement. May be subject, as History will disappear because every country and every people have their own history.

E. Turdaliyev.

 Conclusion.

We consider that our tasks for Portfolio were made well because at the persecution of our project at the meeting, all those present listened to us with great attention and applauded very much.

We are sure that the works with the newspapers, making questionnaire were useful for us and gave good results in English. But it's a pity that we are short of time to print all material.

The members of the group. 

References (Отзывы)

Учитель: Полагаю, что приемы,  применяемые ребятами при подготовке данного проекта, удались. Их самостоятельные мышления и рассуждения по поводу представленных коммуникативных заданий были приняты родителями, учителями и учащимися адекватно. И вне сомнения их заинтересованность к английскому языку повысилась так, как ребята стали активнее на уроках и с удовольствием принимают участие во внеклассных мероприятиях.

