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The theme of our project is “The William Shakespeare’s works and their influence on teenagers nowadays”.

Introduction.


We write the project about William Shakespeare’s life, his works and his influence on teenagers nowadays as we understand that the youth is becoming more and more violent and aggressive than it was ten years ago. 

In our project we try to explain why it happens, and what we should do to change it. It is very important to improve the world we live in.

The purpose of our project is:


to consider the influence of William Shakespeare’s works on the young generation;


to learn more information about William Shakespeare and his works.


We want  pupils and other teenagers read more works written by Shakespeare.


 In our school we conducted an interrogation among the pupils of our school from 9th , 10th  and 11th forms.  From the results of this interrogation we can do next conclusion. The most part of the pupils of our school know Shakespeare’s works. Works of great writer are associated with positive feelings like love, sense, romance and other.


And also we asked them if they would like to learn more about William Shakespeare than they have already known. The most pupils answered that they would like to know more information about an English great writer.

For this we have done next:


1. Presented the useful information about William Shakespeare in our project;


2. Questioned the pupils;


3. Considered the works of Shakespeare;


4. Analyzed the behavior of teenagers nowadays.



5. Made a conclusion: if the youth is reading the works by William Shakespeare, they will understand that people should be better, kinder, politer and braver. 
All these are reflected in our project.

	1556
	Anne Hathaway was born.

	1557
	Anne Hathaway married W. Shakespeare.

	1564, 23 April
	William Shakespeare was born.

	1564, 26 April
	William Shakespeare was christened

	1566
	Gilbert was born.

	1569
	William’s sister, Joan was born.

	1574
	William’s brother, Richard was born.

	1580
	William’s brother, Edmund was born.

	1582, 27 November
	William Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway.

	1583, 26 May
	William’s daughter, Susanna was born.

	1585, 2 February
	The twins Hamnet, and Judith were born.

	1592
	Shakespeare moved to London.

	1592-94
	Shakespeare began to write poems.

	1593
	“Venus and Adonis’ was printed.

	1594
	“The Rape of Lucrece” was printed.

Shakespeare joins the Chamberlain’s Men.

	1596
	Hamnet Shakespeare’s only son dies at age of 11.

	1599
	The Chamberlain’s Men acquire the Globe Theatre.

	1601
	William’s father, John Shakespeare died.

	1603
	The Chamberlain’s Men become the Kings Men.

Edmund died.

	1607
	Judith marries.

	1608
	William’s mother, Marry Arden died.

	1609,20 May
	Shakespeare’ Sonnets were registered.

	1612
	Gilbert died.

	1613
	Richard died.

	1616, 25 March

23 April
	Shakespeare signed his own will.

Shakespeare died.

	1623, 6 August
	Anne Hathaway died.

	1670, 17 February
	Elizabeth Hall Nash died.


The birth of the Genius.

William Shakespeare was born in what would have been a 

middle class on April 23, 1564 in the small town Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire (about 94-100 miles northwest of London), England. The town was mainly a market square, so it was quite lively. There were many events such as pageants and shows. Also there was plenty of beautiful countryside surrounding the town. William Shakespeare was born three days early on St. George’s day. William Shakespeare was christened at Holy Church in Stratford-upon-Avon on 26 of April 1564; he grew up as the eldest of five children reared by John Shakespeare and Mary Arden Shakespeare. Whether Shakespeare was born on 23 April, as tradition holds; but a birth date only a few days prior to the recorded baptism seems eminently probable, particularly in view of the fear his parents must have had that William, like two sisters who had preceded him and one who followed, might die in infancy. By the time young William was old enough to begin attending school. Since Stratford’s famous poet lived with his farther, John Shakespeare, he grew up in Henley Street, some one hundred miles northwest of London.
 William’s family.

William's father. 

“In the Poet's case, the apple didn’t fall far from the tree at all.”


William's father was a John Shakespeare, said to be a town official of Stratford and a local businessman who dabbled in tanning, leatherwork and whittawering, which is working with white leather to make items like purses and gloves. John also dealt in grain and sometimes was described as a Glover by trade. 

John was also a prominent man in Stratford. By 1560, he was one of fourteen burgesses, which formed the town council. Interestingly, William himself is often described as a keen businessman so we can assume he got his business acumen from his father. By marrying Mary Arden, the daughter of his father's landlord, he acquired the benefits of a better social standing and a lucrative inheritance, much of which he invested in property (he bought several houses). And by involving himself in public service, he rose by sure degrees to the highest municipal positions Stratford had to offer: chamberlain (1561), alderman (1565), and bailiff (or mayor) and justice of the peace (1568). A few years after his elevation to the office of bailiff, probably around 1576, John Shakespeare approached the College of Heralds for armorial bearings and the right to call himself a gentleman. Before his application was acted upon, however, his fortunes took a sudden turn for the worse, and it was not until 1596, when his eldest son had attained some status and renewed the petition, that a Shakespeare coat of arms was finally granted. This must have been a comfort to John Shakespeare in his declining years (he died in 1601), because by then he had borrowed money, disposed of property out of necessity, ceased to attend meetings of the town council, become involved in litigation and been assessed fines, and even stopped attending church services, for fear, it was said, "of process for debt." Just what happened to alter John Shakespeare's financial and social position after the mid 1570s is not clear. Some have seen his nonattendance at church as a sign that he had become a recusant, unwilling to conform to the practices of the newly established Church of England (his wife's family had remained loyal to Roman Catholicism despite the fact that the old faith was under vigorous attack in Warwickshire after 1577), but the scant surviving evidence is anything but definitive. 
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	Mary Arden’s house, three miles north-west of Stratford. Here lived Shakespeare’s mother. This is a typical farm house of the period.

	Shakespeare’s birthplace in Henley Street. John Shakespeare lived and kept his shop in this house. His eight children were born here. Two of them died young.
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	This is the schoolroom where Shakespeare was educated, as many people believe. It is still in use.

	Anne Hathaway’s cottage, a mile of Stratford, where she was born in 1556, and lived until she married William Shakespeare in 1582.
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	This is the place where the house in which Shakespeare died used to be. It was a big house bought by William Sakespeare for his family when he was still in London. Here he spent the last years of his life. Unfortunately, the house was destroyed.

	This is the Holy Trinity Church where Shakespeare was buried. Visitors coming To Stratford admire the beauty of the church and honour his memory. It’s interesting that he died on his birthday, 23 April, 1616.
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	Another memorial to William Shakespeare is the Royal Shakespeare Theatre. The present building was constructed in 1932. The first building was opened on Shakespeare’s birthday in 1879 and destroyed by fire in 1926.

	The bronze statue of Shakespeare, presented to Stratford by Lord Ronald Sutterland Grower in 1888. Shakespeare’s figure is high above the ground and on the ground there are small figures of Shakespeare’s famous characters.
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William’ mother.

William's mother was Mary Arden who married John Shakespeare in 1557. She was the youngest daughter in her family. Mary Arden was the daughter of a gentleman farmer from nearby Wilmcote. She inherited much of her father’s landowning and farming estate when he died.

William’s brothers and sister.


William Shakespeare drew up as eldest of five children reared by John Shakespeare and Marry Arden Shakespeare. William like two sisters who had preceded him and one who followed, might die in infancy. He had a younger brother Gilbert, which was born in 1566 and died in 1612, and a baby sister Joan, which was born in 1569. As he attained his youth, he found himself with two more brothers to help look after Richard, which was born in 1574 and died in 1613, and Edmund, which was born in 1580 and died in 1603, the younger of whom eventually followed his by-then-prominent eldest brother to London and the theatre, where he had a brief career as an actor before his untimely death at twenty-seven.

William’s education.

During young William's formative years he enjoyed the advantages that would have accrued to him as the son of one of the most influential citizens of a bustling market town in the fertile Midlands. When he was taken to services at Holy Trinity Church, he would have sat with his family in the front pew, in accordance with his father's civic rank. 
By the time young William was old enough to begin attending school. In all likelihood, after spending a year or two at a "petty school" to learn the rudiments of reading and writing, he would have proceeded, at the age of seven, to "grammar school." The school provided Shakespeare with his formal education. The students chiefly studied Latin rhetoric, since it was necessary in the time to have a successful career. Logic and literature. The students attended classes nine hours per day, almost entirely year round, and were physically punished if they did not behave.

 
Given his father's social position, young William would have been eligible to attend the King's New School, located above the Guild Hall and adjacent to the Guild Chapel (institutions that would both have been quite familiar to a man with the elder Shakespeare's municipal duties), no more than a five-minute walk from the Shakespeare house on Henley Street.
During his many long school days there, young Shakespeare would have become thoroughly grounded in Latin, acquired some background in Greek, and developed enough linguistic facility to pick up whatever he may have wanted later from such modern languages as Italian and French. Along the way he would have become familiar with such authors as Aesop, Caesar, Cicero, Sallust, Livy, Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and Seneca. He would have studied logic and rhetoric as well as grammar, and he would have been taught the principles of composition and oratory from the writings of such masters as Quintilian and Erasmus. In all probability, he would even have received some training in speech and drama through the performance of plays by Plautus and Terence. If Shakespeare's references to schooling and schoolmasters in the plays are a reliable index of how he viewed his own years as a student, we must conclude that the experience was more tedious than pleasurable. But it is difficult to imagine a more suitable mode of instruction for the formation of a Renaissance poet's intellectual and artistic sensibility. 

Meanwhile, of course, young Shakespeare would have learned a great deal from merely being alert to all that went on around him. He would have paid attention to the plant and animal life in the local woods that he would later immortalize, in As You Like It, as the Forest of Arden. He may have hunted from time to time; one legend, almost certainly apocryphal, has it that he eventually left Stratford because he had been caught poaching deer from the estate of a powerful squire, Sir Thomas Lucy, four miles up-stream. He probably learned to swim as a youth, skinny-dipping in the river Avon. He may have participated in some of the athletic pursuits that were the basis of competition in the Elizabethan equivalent of the Olympics, the nearby Cotswold Games. He would undoubtedly have been adept at indoor recreations such as hazard (a popular dice game), or chess, or any of a number of card games. As he grew older, he would have become accustomed to such vocations as farming, sheep-herding, tailoring, and shopkeeping. He would have acquired skills such as fishing, gardening, and cooking. And he would have gathered information about the various professions: law, medicine, religion, and teaching. Judging from the astonishing range of daily life and human endeavor reflected in his poems and plays, we can only infer that Shakespeare was both a voracious reader and a keen observer.

Seven years later Shakespeare’s knowledge and imagination may have come from his reading of ancient authors and poetry.

William marries an older woman (1582) and their children.

Once his school years ended, Shakespeare married, at eighteen, a woman who was eight years his senior. Anne Hathaway was born in 1556. She was pregnant when the marriage license was issued by the Bishop of Worcester on 27 November 1582, because a daughter, Susanna, was baptized in Holy Trinity six months later on 26 May 1583. We have good reason to believe that the marriage was hastily arranged: there was only one reading of the banns (a church announcement preceding a wedding that allowed time for any legal impediments against it to be brought forward before the ceremony took place), an indication of unusual haste. But whether the marriage was in any way "forced" is impossible to determine. Some biographers (most notably Anthony Burgess) have made much of an apparent clerical error whereby the bride's name was entered as Anne Whateley of Temple Grafton in the Worcester court records; these writers speculate that Shakespeare was originally planning to marry another Anne until Anne Hathaway of Shottery (a village a mile or so from Shakespeare's home in Stratford) produced her embarrassing evidence of a prior claim. 

 Baptism records again reveal that twins Hamnet and Judith were born in February 1585. Hamnet, William's only son died in 1596, just eleven years old. Hamnet and Judith were named after William’s close friends, Judith and Hamnet Sadler. William's family was unusually small in a time when families had many children to ensure parents were cared for in later years despite the very high mortality rates of children and also their life expectancy in the 1500s. Anne never left Stratford, living there her entire life.

By the time his children were making their own way to school in rural Stratford, William Shakespeare had become an actor and writer in what was already the largest city in Europe. 

First years in London.

At age of twenty-one Shakespeare probably moved to London to work in theater sometime during "The Lost Years". However, the first definite proof that he was working in London was a pamphlet that referred to him in 1592. The pamphlet referred to him as both a playwright and an actor. This pamphlet suggested that he was well known for his works in London by this time. Shakespeare probably traveled the hundred miles to London by way of the spires of Oxford, as do most visitors returning from Stratford to London today. Shakespeare probably traveled the hundred miles to London by way of the spires of Oxford, as do most visitors returning from Stratford to London today.

After moving to London, Shakespeare joined a repertory theater company. These companies presented different play regularly, and relied on the admission fees to operate. Most of the popular plays were performed at places like this. In 1594 Shakespeare was a stockholder in a theater company called the Lord Chamberlain’s Men. The group performed for nobles such as Queen Elisabeth. This group was one of the most popular acting companies in London. Shakespeare was an important member of this group for the rest of his career. By 1594 Shakespeare had written at least six plays; the first being "The Comedy of Errors", and published two poems, "Venus and Adonis" and " The Rape of Lucrece".

Shakespeare’s poems
By 1592 Shakespeare had written at least three plays. One of this the third part of Henry VI – was alluded to in that year in posthumously published testament by once – prominent poet and playwright named Robert Greence, one of the “University Wits” who had dominated the London theater in the late 1580s.

William Shakespeare had already become thoroughly familiar with the daily round of one of the great capitals of Europe. Shakespeare knew St. Paul's Cathedral, famous not only as a house of worship but also as the marketplace where books were bought and sold. He knew the Inns of Court, where aspiring young lawyers studied for the bar. He knew the river Thames, spanned by the ever-busy, ever-fascinating London Bridge. He knew the Tower, where so many of the characters he would depict in his history plays had met their deaths, and where in his own lifetime such prominent noblemen as the Earl of Essex and Sir Walter Raleigh would be imprisoned prior to their executions. He knew Westminster, where Parliament met when summoned by the Queen, and where the Queen herself held court at Whitehall Palace. He knew the harbor, where English ships, having won control of the seas by defeating the "invincible" Spanish Armada in 1588, had begun in earnest to explore the New World. 

From about 1592-94, many theaters were closed down to prevent further spreading of the plague. Shakespeare did not need to write plays since the demand had lessened. During this time he began to write poems. This was considered much more noble than writing plays at the time. Some believe that Shakespeare hoped to gain the acclaim that he never received from playwriting.

Shakespeare wrote two long plays during this period. 

In 1593, Shakespeare's long poem Venus and Adonis was printed by Richard Field, a Stratford neighbor who had become a London printer. Shakespeare dedicated the poem to 19-year-old Henry Wriothesley, the Earl of Southampton. The poet may have believed that the dedication would win him the earl's favor and support. Venus and Adonis quickly became a success. 

Field printed Shakespeare's next long poem, The Rape of Lucrece, in 1594. Shakespeare also dedicated this poem to the Earl of Southampton. The wording of the dedication suggests the possibility that the young nobleman had rewarded the author, probably financially, for his dedication in Venus and Adonis. 

Both poems went through many editions during Shakespeare's lifetime. After the public theaters were reopened in 1594, he began again to write plays.

During his lifetime Shakespeare wrote at least 37 plays.

	Comedies
	Tragedies
	Histories

	
	The Comedy of Errors 
	
	Titus Andronicus 
	
	Henry VI 

	
	The Taming of the Shrew 
	
	Romeo and Juliet 
	
	Richard III 

	
	The Two Gentlemen of Verona 
	
	Julius Caesar 
	
	King John 

	
	A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
	
	Hamlet 
	
	Richard II 

	
	Love’s Labour’s Lost 
	
	Othello 
	
	Henry IV 

	
	The Merchant of Venice 
	
	King Lear 
	
	Henry V 

	
	As You Like It 
	
	Macbeth 
	
	Henry VII 

	
	Much Ado About Nothing 
	
	Timon of Athens 
	

	
	Twelfth Night 
	
	Antony and Cleopatra 
	

	
	The Merry Wives of Windsor 
	
	Coriolanus 
	

	
	All’s Well That Ends Well 
	
	

	
	Measure for Measure 
	
	

	
	Cymbeline 
	
	

	
	The Winter’s Tale 
	
	

	
	The Tempest 
	
	


William Shakespeare wrote various other short poems and 154 Sonnets, Which were registered May 20, 1609.

In such a setting did Shakespeare write and help perform the greatest theatrical works the world has ever experienced. And he did so in suburbs known primarily for entertainments that we would regard as totally alien from the sweet Swan of Avon's poetic grace. For if Shoreditch and, later, Bankside were to blossom into the finest theatrical centers of that or any other age, they were also, for better or worse, the seedbeds for such brutal spectator sports as bearbaiting, bullbaiting, and cockfighting. This may help account for the blood and violence so frequently displayed on the Elizabethan stage, most notably in such early Shakespearean experiments as the Henry VI trilogy and Titus Andronicus, but also in mature works such as Julius Caesar and King Lear. But of course there was a good deal more than murder and mayhem in the "wooden O" that served as amphitheatre for most of Shakespeare's dramatic productions. 

On a stage largely devoid of scenery but by no means lacking in spectacle, the playwright and his actors made efficient use of language, properties, and gesture to establish time, locale, situation, and atmosphere.

William’s influence.

The English language owes a great debt to Shakespeare. He invented over 1700 of our common words by changing nouns into verbs, changing verbs into adjectives, connecting words never before used together, adding prefixes and suffixes, and devising words wholly original.

	Academe
	Accused
	Addiction
	Advertising
	Amazement
	

	Arouse
	Assassination
	Backing
	Bandit
	Bedroom
	

	Beached
	Besmirch
	Birthplace
	Blanket
	Bloodstained
	

	Barefaced
	Blushing
	Bet
	Bump
	Buzzer
	

	Caked
	Cater
	Champion
	Circumstantial
	Cold-blooded
	

	Compromise
	Courtship
	Countless
	Critic
	Dauntless
	

	Dawn
	Deafening
	Discontent
	Dishearten
	Drugged
	

	Dwindle
	Epileptic
	Equivocal
	Elbow
	Excitement
	

	Exposure
	Eyeball
	Fashionable
	Fixture
	Flawed
	

	Frugal
	Generous
	Gloomy
	Gossip
	Green-eyed
	

	Gust
	Hint
	Hobnob
	Hurried
	Impede
	

	Impartial
	Invulnerable
	Jaded
	Label
	Lackluster
	

	Laughable
	Lonely
	Lower
	Luggage
	Lustrous
	

	Madcap
	Majestic
	Marketable
	Metamorphize
	Mimic
	

	Monumental
	Moonbeam
	Mountaineer
	Negotiate
	Noiseless
	

	Obscene
	Obsequiously
	Ode
	Olympian
	Outbreak
	

	Panders
	Pedant
	Premeditated
	Puking
	Radiance
	

	Rant
	Remorseless
	Savagery
	Scuffle
	Secure
	

	Skim milk
	Submerge
	Summit
	Swagger
	Torture
	

	Tranquil
	Undress
	Unreal
	Varied
	Vaulting
	

	Worthless
	Zany
	
	
	
	


The William's last years.

Looking for work in London, just four days ride way from Stratford; William is believed to have left his family back home for some twenty years whilst he pursued his craft. He only returned back to his family in 1609, having visited only during the forty day period of Lent when theatres though open well into the start of Lent would later close in accordance with the traditional banning of all forms of diversionary entertainment around this important Easter event.

William’s will and death.

The great Poet revised his will on March the 25th, 1616. Less than a month later, he died on April the 23rd, 1616. Literature's famous Bard is buried at the Holy Trinity Church in Stratford. He infamously left his second-best bed to his wife Anne Hathaway and little else, giving most of his estate to his eldest daughter Susanna who has married a prominent and distinguished physician named John Hall in June 1607. This was not as callous as it seems; the William's best bed was for guests; his second-best bed was his marriage bed... His will also named actors Richard Burbage, Henry Condell and John Hemminges, providing proof to academics today that William was involved in theatre. The William's direct line of descendants ended some 54 years later until Susanna’s daughter Elizabeth died in 1670. William’s mother, Marry Arden died in 1608, and his wife, Anne Hathaway died in 1623.

William’s last words…

Written upon William Shakespeare’s tombstone is an appeal that he is left to rest in peace with a curse on those who would move his bones...

Good friend, for Jesus´ sake forbeare 
To digg the dust enclosed here! 
Blest be ye man that spares thes stones 
And curst be he that moues my bones.

Translated this reads as:

Good friend, for Jesus’ sake, forbear
To dig the dust enclosed here;
Blest be the man that spares these stones
And curst he that moves my bones.
Shakespeare returned to Stratford for his declining years, and three years after the burning of the Globe his own flame went out. Following his death on 23 April 1616, he was laid to rest where fifty-two years earlier he had been christened. Shortly thereafter, a monument to his memory was erected above the tomb in Holy Trinity, and that monument is still in place for Shakespeare admirers to see today. But an even greater monument to his memory appeared seven years later, when his theatrical colleagues, John Heminge and Henry Condell (both of whom had been mentioned in the playwright's will) assembled a large volume of his collected plays. The 1623 First Folio was a labor of love, compiled as "an office to the dead, to procure his orphans guardians" and "to keep the memory of so worthy a friend and fellow alive as was our Shakespeare." 

Our Shakespeare. It is not without exaggeration that the book that preserves what is probably his most reliable portrait and the most authoritative versions of the majority of his dramatic texts (indeed the only surviving versions of half of them) has been called "incomparably the most important work in the English language." In the words and actions that fill his poems and plays, in the performances that enrich our theaters and silver screens, in the countless off-shoots to be found in other works of art, and in the influence the playwright continues to have on virtually every aspect of popular culture throughout the world, now as much as in the age of Elizabeth and James, Shakespeare lives.

 
A violent youth.

So a great writer was died but his works are still very popular. We want to say some words about its influence on teenagers nowadays. 


In our days the young people are very violent. It connects with a producing a very violent films and spreading them all over the world. In such films a main character kills many people; there are very many rube words and phrases in these films. The youth imitate a main character in his behavior, remember some phrases and use them in his speech. It is awful! 


Such films attract the youth because they are well advertised on radio, TV and in internet. There is an interest plot in these films, and the youth like it in spite of its repeating in practically every films. The children and grown-ups see these films very often. But they forget about books, theaters, exhibitions, museums and other interesting places to see. 


The greatest part of such films came to us from the USA. There is a stupid American humor in the most of them. The teenagers stop to see Russian feature films. Because to understand what the plot of it they should think and they don’t want to do it.

Soon we will become stupid if we don’t think over this problem.


We have done our project because we want our youth even the pupils of our school to fall to thinking of the theme of our project.


Of course we don’t mean that we mustn’t see American films. We can but we shouldn’t forget about a feature literature.


We questioned the pupils of our school from 9th, 10th and 11th forms.
We asked followed questions:

1) Have you read any work written by Shakespeare?

2) Would you like to learn more useful information about Shakespeare?
3) What are the most popular Shakespeare's works among the youth?
4) What Shakespeare's works are associated with?
5) Do you think that Shakespeare's works can change the development of teenagers to the better?
The results of the interrogation you can see on the diagrams.
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Conclusion.

We wrote the project about William Shakespeare’s works and their influence on teenagers nowadays. We think that the works written by Shakespeare can help the youth to realize what the most important things in the world. In his works he described beautiful fillings between people. 

The poems and works written by William Shakespeare are very interesting and wonderful. They develop the filling of love and respect to our family, relatives, friends and people surrounding us. You become more educated and kinder. Shakespeare’s poems are very beautiful and they develop romantic feelings inside us. 


We think that the youth should pay more attention to Shakespeare’s works, especially on such as “Romeo and Juliet”, “Hamlet”, “King Lear”, “Othello”.

Our results and other information from our project can be used as a extra material to the Lessons country knowing.
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