                            The Country
Ethiopia is located in the northeastern part of Africa, popularly known as the Horn. Ethiopia is bounded on the east by Djibouti and Somalia, on the north and northeast by Eritrea, on the south by Kenya and on the west by The Sudan.
                                       Physical Features
Ethiopia is a country of great geographical diversity. It has high and rugged mountains, flat-topped plateaux called "Ambas", deep gorges, incised river valleys and vast rolling plains. Its altitude ranges from the highest peak at Ras Dashen (4620 meters above sea level) down to the Dalol depression, which is about 148 meters below sea level. A large part of the country comprises of high plateaux and mountain ranges with precipitous edges dissected by rushing streams that are tributaries of famous rivers like the Abay (The Blue Nile), Tekeze, Awash, Ото, the Wabe Shebelie and the Baro-Akobo.

As the country is located within the tropics, its physical condi​tions and variations in altitude have resulted in great diversity of terrain, climate, soil, flora and fauna.

Ethiopia's major physical features are the result of extensive and spectacular faulting that cracked the old crystalline block of the African continent along the eastern side, producing the Great Rift Valley. 
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The Great Rift Valley system separates the western highlands and the southeastern highlands. These highlands on each side of the Rift Valley system give way to vast semi- arid lowland areas in the east and west, but especially in the southern part of the country.
    HEIGHTS of the MAJOR ten MOUNTAINS
	Name of Mountains 
	Region 
	Height in Meters 

	Ras Dashen 
	Amhara 
	4620 

	Landa 
	
	4532 

	Analu 
	
	4480 

	Wenober 
	
	4472 

	Aba Yared 
	
	4460 

	Tefaw Lezer 
	
	4456 

	Buahit 
	
	4437 

	Meserya 
	
	4360 

	Kama 
	Oromia 
	4307 

	Batu 
	
	4300 


- Ethiopia Statistical Abstract 2002
                                           APPROXIMATE SIZE OF MAJOR Lakes
	Name of Lakes 
	Length in kms. 
	Width in kms. 
	Area in sq. kms 
	Maximum depth in Meter 
	Altitude in
Meter 

	Abaya 
	60 
	20 
	1160 
	13 
	126S 

	Abiyata 
	17 
	15 
	205 
	14 
	1573 

	Ashenge 
	5 
	4 
	20 
	25 
	2409 

	Awasa 
	16 
	9 
	129 
	10 
	1708 

	Chamo 
	26 
	22 
	551 
	10 
	1235 

	Hayk 
	7 
	5 
	35 
	23 
	2030 

	Koka 
	20 
	15 
	250 
	9 
	-- 

	Langano 
	IS 
	16 
	230 
	46 
	1585 

	Shala 
	2S 
	12 
	409 
	250 
	1567 

	Tana 
	70 
	60 
	3600 
	9 
	1840 

	Ziway 
	25 
	20 
	434 
	4 
	1846 

	SfiUES:- Ethiopia Statistical Abstract 2002 


                                      Climate
There are three principal climate groups in Ethiopia: tropical rainy climate, dry climate and warm temperate rainy climate.
Ethiopia's climatic conditions are termed in the traditional fashion as follows:-
a)
Dega (cool temperate highlands over 2,500 meters above
sea level)
b) Woyna Dega (moderate warm lands lying between 1500
to 2500 meters above sea level)
c) Kolla (hot lowlands lying below 1500 meters)
The three groups can again be divided into 11 climatic types. The two extreme cases are hot arid climate with a mean annual rainfall of less than 450 mm, and mean annual temperature of 27°c-32°c; and a cool highland climate where the mean temperature of the warmest month is less than 10°c with a mean annual rainfall of 800-2000 mm. Thus, arid areas and areas of plentiful moisture, hot lowlands and cool highlands are found in the country.
One main factor for this spectrum of climate is ascribed to high variation in topographical features of the country.
In Ethiopia, mean maximum and mean minimum temperature vary spatially and temporally. Generally, mean maximum temperature is higher from March to May and mean minimum temperature is lower from November to December as compared to the other months. The lowest mean minimum temperature mostly occurs over the highlands of the country. Most of the highlands experience mean minimum temperature as low as 0°c from November to January while the higher mean minimum tempera​ture (20°c-30°c) is observed over the Danakil depression the southeastern and the western lowlands of the country and the highest mean maximum temperature (45°c) is found over the Danakil depression. The second highest mean maximum temperature (35°c-40°c) is observed over the western and the south​eastern lowlands.

The mean annual rainfall ranges from less than about 100mm over the northeastern parts to an excess of 2800mm over the southwestern parts of the country.

The single maximum rainfall regime is found predominantly over the western half of the country. This rainfall regime is character​ized with a single rainfall season. The length of the rainfall season varies from an extended rainy period of eight to ten months over the northwest.

As a whole, for most of the year, different parts of the country experience wet rainy season or dry season at a given moment. The climatic spectrum of the country ranges from hot arid to hot and cool steppe types; from tropical Savannah to rain forest; and from temperate to cool highlands.

Ethiopia's mean annual distribution of rainfall is characterized by the direction of both westerly and southeasterly winds. Thus, Ethiopia's mountainous areas receive more rainfall compared to the surrounding lowlands. As the density, type of natural vegeta​tion, altitude, direction of the wind and the intensity of human activity affect the amount and distribution of rainfall, southwest​ern Ethiopia is the region that gets the heaviest precipitation in the country. Thus, in Ethiopia the general pattern of annual rainfall distribution remains seasonal, varying in amount, space and time, as the rain moves from the southwest to the northeast of the country. However, sadly this pattern in rainfall is undergoing drastic changes as of the last two decades.

                                  Resources
Ethiopia is a country endowed with a vast array of resources. It is a land of great rivers, some of which flow beyond its boundaries to the arid and semi-arid regions of neighboring countries with billions upon billions of cubic meters of water and rich alluvial soil.
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                                       The  People 

Ethiopia's geographical and historical factors have had a great influence on the distribution of its peoples and languages. The country is situated at the cross roads between the Middle East and Africa. Through its long history, Ethiopia has become a melting pot of diverse customs and varied cultures, some of which are extremely ancient.
Ethiopia embraces a complex variety of nations, nationalities and peoples and linguistic groups. Its peoples altogether speak over 80 different languages constituting 12 Semitic, 22 Cushhic, 18 Omotic and 18 Nilo-Saharan languages.
Ethiopians are generally considered as courteous and hospitable. They are also regarded as trustworthy, sincere, friendly and hard working. Homer in his book The Iliad wrote that Ethiopians are blameless race with whom the gods have dined. The Italian Historian Conti Rossini, in his book mentioned that Ethiopians are "people of never failing good will and kindness and exceed​ingly polite." To the English historian Dr. Richard Greenfield, Ethiopians are "people of great patience that wait in the hope that betterment would come from day to day." To some others, Ethio​pians are a patriotic people who selflessly stand for the love of freedom, sovereignty and territorial integrity of their motherland.
As regards Ethiopian culture and tradition, Christianity, Islam and animism have exerted much influence in the development of complex and diverse cultural traits. While the lives and day-to-day activities of the people are influenced by their respective religion, topographic and climatic variations also had impacts on the natural, historical and cultural heritage of the Ethio​pian people.
Some of the principal monuments and significant historic sites of the country have already been registered by UNESCO as cul​tural heritage of humanity. The sacred historic buildings and obelisks of Axum (4th century), the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela (12thor 13"1 century), the Palaces of Gondarfl 7* century) and the Harar Walls (16th century) reflect periods of great influence, growth and prosperity. The ancient churches and monasteries on the islands of Lake Tana, as well as the ancient mosques of Harar. AJ-Nejashi (the Iя mosque in Africa) in Tigrai and Dire Sheik Hussein of Bale (Oromia) in the east of the country testify the ingenuity and great civilizations of Ethiopia.
Adadi Mariam Church
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                                       History

Ethiopia is a very ancient country. Paleantological studies identify Ethiopia as one of the cradles of human kind. "Dinknesh" or "Lucy", one of the earliest and most complete hominoids discovered through archeological excavations, dates back to 3.5 million years
Ethiopia is also a country that cherishes its uninterrupted national integrity and independence. Throughout its history, it has remained to be the focus of outside invaders lured by its attractive (to colonialists) geopolitical position, climatic conditions and natural resources. All the time and particularly since the 16th century, it has repulsed time and again the aspirations of expansionists and colonial powers.
Most of the history of Ethiopia is a history of feudalism. Its vari​ous nations, nationalities and peoples (over eighty national groups speaking about eighty languages with over 200 dialects) have lived together for centuries intermingling and interacting with each other. As of the last 100 years, they stood together during peace and adversity as one country
Through this unity, the heroism and sacrifice of its peoples, Ethiopia has remained to be the only non-colonized state in Africa; becoming the beacon of independence and freedom for Africa and for many other colonized peoples in the world.
On the other hand, Ethiopia's history is characterized by internal rivalries among regional warlords. The country for a long period of time (for about 1,650 years or so) had been under the iron grip of feudal dynastic rules. At about 1793, this feudal dynastic rule gave way to the era of anarchy and rivalry that arose among various regional warlords and local chiefs. This period is known as the period of"Zemene Mesafinf meaning the "era of the princes.
The "era of the princes", which was dominated by internal rivalry among the regional powers and warlords was finally weakened as a result of the coming to power of Emperor Tewodros II, who established a semblance of unification. Later, his successors, emperors Yohannes IV and Menelik II took the initiatives of Emperor Theodros in even further unifying Ethiopia. The establishment of modern schools and hospitals, the introduction of tap water and electricity are some of the modern establishments introduced by Emperor Menelik II.

After Emperor Menilik II, his daughter Empress Zewditu and Emperor Haile Selassie I have successively ruled Ethiopia. Their officials were selected on the basis of birth and their loyalty to the ruling elite.

The feudal system was overthrown when the fascistic military regime took power in 1974.This regime was so oppressive that the country became a land where even "thinking" was forbidden for 17 years. Right after the demise of the military regime, Ethiopia embarked on the path of democratic rule. The constitu​tion, which came in the year 1995, has fully guaranteed the respect of democratic and human rights of the people. The country is now on the path of peace, democracy and develop​ment. The country has already introduced free market economy, encouraging privatization and development through sustainable peace.

The Battle of Adwa.

The Battle of Adwa (also known by the Italian name Adua) was fought on March 1, 1896 between Ethiopia and Italy near the town of Adwa, in Tigray. It was the climactic battle of the First Italo-Abyssinian War.

As the twentieth century approached, Africa had been carved up between the various European powers, with the exception of the tiny republic of Liberia on the west coast of the continent and the ancient, kingdom of Ethiopia, bordering the strategic Horn of Africa. Italy, a relative newcomer to the colonial scramble for Africa, having been left with only two impoverished territories on the Horn: Eritrea and Somalia, sought to increase its influence by conquering Ethiopia and creating a land bridge between its two territories, Italy and Ethiopia faced each other in the first Italo-Abyssinian War, with the two armies at a standoff in Tigray.

By late February    1896, supplies on both sides were running dangerously low. Succumbing to pres​sure from the Italian government, General Oreste Baratieri made the first move on the night of February 29. He did not calculate the rough terrain, however, his army was divided into small pockets of troops without contact with each other. This was observed by the Ethiopian commander Ras Makonnen (father of Emperor Haile Selassie), who ordered his troops to attack. By morning, troops belonging to Emperor Menelik II and Empress Taytu Betul joined the foray.

The Italians were heavily outnumbered by the Ethiopians by 14,527 to as many as 120,000, and the Italian army was encircled and routed. Further casualties ensued during heavy skirmishing as the Italians retreated to their bases. The Italians took 5, 900 casualties, while the Ethiopians had about 10, 000.
As a direct result of the battle, Italy signed the Treaty of Addis Ababa, recognizing Ethiopia as an indepen​dent state. Responsibility for the fiasco fell on Baratieri, and he was relieved of his command. The humiliation remained with Italy for almost forty years, until 1935, when the Second Italo-Abyssinian War started the short-lived Italian rule over Ethiopia. The defeat of a colonial power and the ensuing recognition of African sovereignty were to become rallying points for later African nationalists during the struggle for decolonization.
The Joyous Arrival of Ethiopia's First Aircraft
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The 18th of August is a memorable date in the history of aviation in Ethiopia - a bate well worth recording in its annals, though there are probably not many alive who still remember the historic event which took place on that day more than 76 years ago.

According to Alfred Abel, an eye witness, on 18th August, 1929, the first aeroplane, a Potez, landed at Gueferssa near Addis Ababa. It was flown by a French pilot M. A. Maillet, and mechanic M Picoper, or Picabbe and had on board a single passenger, M. Mazloum. The Potez was purchased by the Imperial Government in France and flown in from Djibouti via Dire Dawa. Andre Maillet, an experienced aviator of the First World War, had been engaged by the Government to assist in organizing the Department of Aviation The honour of being the first aircraft was a close-run thing, however. At almost the same time as the French plane was being unloaded from the SS Porthos of the Messageries Maritimes under the supervision of Monsieur Maillet and his mechanic, a steamer of the Norddeutscher Lloyd carried into port a Junkers, ordered by the Government in Germany, and accompanied by two ex-Luftwaffe pilots, who were in the service of the Ethiopian Government.

But the French won the race and great excitement seized the crowd when they sighted the Potez aircraft and realized that it was not just a bird but the real thing. Amid the jubilant shouting and excited hand-clapping the police and guards were hard-pressed to prevent people from rushing into the roped-off area. An enormous flag was waved continuously to show the pilot the exact spot to land.

The plane came down in Gueferssa, 15 kilometres west of Addis Ababa, landing in perfect style and taxiing towards the tent; the engine stopped, the door was flung open and out jumped the crew (the pilot and his mechanic) looking rather tired, but proud and happy.

Again the guards had great difficulty in clearing the way for them to reach the tent, where they were graciously welcomed by the Prince Regent, Haile Selassie, and congratulated on what in those days was, quite rightly, considered to be a remarkable performance. Champagne was served and the Prince Regent remained for some time in animated conversation with the pilot. The pilot and the mechanic were decorated by the Prince Regent.

At 11 o'clock the Regent returned to the Palace. The crowd, still very excited, dispersed in the direction of the town, Monsieur Maillet and his mechanic were driven in the French Legation car to their hotel, where the French community offered them a well deserved Vin d'honneur, which developed into a luncheon and finally became a dinner party.
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                        The Constitution
The present constitution of Ethiopia which came in to effect in 1995 has been a significant landmark in laying the foundation for democracy in the country. The constitution is the cornerstone for the formation of the federal democratic republic, which is a fundamental departure from the previous centralized form of government. The constitution has also created a condition in which a multi-party system can flourish

A Constitutional Assembly of representatives directly elected by the peoples ratified the Constitution, on 8th December 1994. This laid the foundation for the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE). The constitution, which is the supreme law of the land, was endorsed following public discussions throughout the country, making it the first popular constitution of the land. The constitution ensures equality among nations, nationalities and peoples of the country. It also guarantees women's and children's rights and all the human and democratic rights of the people who had long been denied of these rights throughout the ages. According to the constitution, the state and religion are separate. The state cannot interfere in matters of religion and vice versa. Besides, all the languages of Ethiopia have won equal state recognition, though Amharic is the working language.
                                       Democratic Rights
The Constitution also ensures democratic rights for every Ethiopian national without discrimination based on nation, nationality, sex, language, religion, political opinion, or any other status. Every Ethiopian national upon the attainment of 18 years of age, has the right to vote in accordance with the law and to be elected to any office at any level of government. Every Ethiopian national is also entitled to the right to express him/her self freely and press freedom is enshrined in the constitution. He or she has the freedom to engage in economic activity and to pursue a livelihood anywhere within the Ethiopian territory as well as to choose his or her means of livelihood, occupation and profession and to own private property. In addition, Ethiopians have the right, without any discrimination, to get equal benefit from government social services. The right to justice in time is also guaranteed in the constitution.
On the other hand, nations, nationalities and peoples have an unconditional right to self-determination, including the right to secession. Each nation and nationality has also the right to speak, write and nurture its own language, to express, develop and promote its culture as well as to preserve its history. The Constitution further ensures gender equality. Women are now able to own, administer and utilize as well as transfer property equally with men.
Structure of the Federal Democratic Republic of    Ethiopia
The federal arrangement, under the constitution, has guaranteed the rights of the Regional States to administer their own affairs. The Regional states have their own constitutions and flags. They are empowered to formulate policies that are appropriate for their respective development; to lay the foundation for economic and social infrastructures, to directly partici​pate in sectors that are critical for their economic development and to safeguard law and order in their own areas.
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia has a parliamentary form of government. The Republic comprises of nine regional states established on the basis of settlement patterns, language, identity and the consent of the people concerned. Member states of the FDRE are all entitled to equal rights and powers.

                 Flags of Regional States that are members of the FDRE :
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       Structure and Division of Powers
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia comprises of the Federal government and the governments of the Regional States. The Federal government and the Regional States have legislative, executive and judicial powers.
The House of Peoples Representatives is the highest authority in the Federal Government. Among the areas which the House of Peoples' Representatives has the power of legislating are matters like utilization of land and natural resources, inter-Regional State issues, foreign affairs and commerce; transportation, postal and telecommunication services, enforcement of political rights, nationality and immigration, possession and bearing of fire arms, labor issues, commercial and penal codes, national defense, public security and national police force. It has also the power to approve general policies and strategies of economic, social and development issues as well as fiscal and monetary policies of the country. It also enacts laws on matters relating to the administra​tion of the National Bank, exchange of foreign and local currency; levies taxes and duties on revenue sources reserved for the federal government. It has also the power to ratify the federal budget.
The Regional State Council on the other hand is the highest organ of each regional authority. The council is responsible to the people of the respective Regional States. Each state has a government of its own at the state and lower administrative levels. The lowest units of government are adequately empowered and the people residing in each lower unit of administration are able to participate directly in the decision-making process of their respec​tive administrative units.
Each State Council has a legislative power on matters falling under its jurisdiction, based on the provisions of the constitution. Accordingly, a Regional State Council has the power to draft, adopt and amend the state constitution.
The Regional State Administration constitutes the highest organ of executive power at that level.
It is incumbent upon the Regional States to respect the powers of the Federal Government which likewise is bound to respect the powers of the Regional States.
            The Federal Houses
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia has two Houses: the House of Peoples' Representatives and the House of the Federation.
                     The House of Peoples' Representatives
The House of Peoples' Representatives is the highest governing body of the land. The House has legislative powers in all matters referred to by the constitution to federal jurisdiction. It is an assembly of deputies elected every five years through direct and free elections held by secret ballot. According to the constitution, the House has some 550 members who are accountable to the people who elected them. The representation of minority nationalities and peoples is also taken into account. Such nation​alities and people's representatives have a minimum of 20 seats in the House.
According to the constitution, the political party or coalition of political parties that has the greatest number of seats in the House forms and leads the Executive.

  The House of the Federation
The House of the Federation is composed of representatives of Nations, Nationalities and Peoples. The peoples elect members of the House of Federation either through state councils or directly. They represent the nations and nationalities of each member state of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Based on the provision in article 61/2 of the Constitution, each nation or nationality has at least one representative in the House. And every nation or nationality might have some additional representatives with a ratio of one deputy to a million people.
The President of the Republic
The President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia is the Head of the republic. The House of Peoples' Representatives nominates the candidates for presidency. And the president is elected by a joint session of both Houses with the approval of a two third's majority vote. The president's term of office is six years According to the constitution, a president can only be elected twice consecutively.
The President's powers and functions include opening the joint session of the two Houses, appointing ambassadors and other envoys, conferring high military titles upon the recommendation of the Prime Minister and in accordance with law, granting pardon.
The Executive
The highest executive powers of the Federal Government are vested on the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers who are accountable to the House of Peoples' Representatives.
The Prime Minister's term of office is the duration of the mandate of the House of Peoples' Representatives.
The Prime Minister is the Chief Executive, the Chairperson of the Council of Ministers and the Commander-in-Chief of the national armed forces.
The Prime Minister submits nominees for ministerial posts to the House of Peoples' Representatives for approval. Nominees can be drawn from members of the two Houses or from among persons who are not members of either House but who possess the required qualifications. 
                             The Judiciary
 `
The constitution of FDRE calls for the establishment of an independent judiciary. Supreme federal judicial authority is vested on the Federal Supreme Court. The judicial powers both at the federal and the state levels are vested on the courts.

Courts at all levels are free from any interference or influence of any governmental body, official or whatever other source. Judges are directed solely by the law.

The House of Peoples' Representatives establishes nationwide or in some parts of the country the Federal High Court and First-Instance Courts it deems necessary. Unless decided in this manner, the jurisdictions of the Federal High Court and the First-Instance Courts are hereby delegated to the Regional State Courts. Regional States have Supreme, High and First-Instance Courts.

The Federal Supreme Court has the highest and final judicial power over Federal matters. 
Regional State Supreme Courts have the highest and final judicial power over Regional matters.

The judiciary is able to discharge powers independently and serves as a balancing element to the executive body, providing the "checks and balances" which are decisive for the observance of the rule of law and good governance and democratization.
                                                             Press
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With the existence of the favorable condition, nearly 484 newspapers and 136 magazines have been published and circu​lated in the country since 1991. At present, 89 newspapers and 32 magazines are still in circulation; the rest dropped out of circula​tion due to lack of readership.Here are some of the major government owned press that are in large circulation:
1. Addis Zemen (Amharic language-daily with a circulation of more than 20,000 copies)
2. The Ethiopian Herald (English language daily except on Mondays with a    
    circulation of more than 9,000)
3. Berissa (Oromifa language weekly)
4. Al-Alem (Arabic language weekly)
5. Zemen (Amharic quarterly magazine with a circulation of 5000)
       6. Ethiopia Today- (Amharic and English quarterly magazines with circulation  
           of 7000 copies published and freely distributed by Ministry of Information. 
                                    Television
Ethiopian Television (ETV) is the only TV station in the country. This state owned TV station was established in 1965. Though its progress cannot be described as rapid in terms of the quality of equipment its studios utilize, there is definitely a big progress in the length of airtime and the number of languages it uses. In the early days, only 1 % of coverage was recorded. Now ETV covers 47% of the nation. Amharic and English were the only languages in TV transmission before. Now two other local languages have been included.

In 1965, ETV started its transmission with a single studio. Now ETV has three stationary and three mobile /OB. VAN/ studios. It also has 26 television transmitters throughout the country. ETV began receiving international transmission since 1988. And in 1991, it began transmitting its programs to different countries via satellite. The number of TV sets that have been officially registered up to now has passed the one million mark.
 News Agencies
Although the establishment of the Ethiopian News Agency (ENA) goes back to 1942, it began registering progress only since 1992 when this government Agency was awarded a semi-autonomous status. Since then, the Agency has been enjoying the opportunity to serve its clients by improving the quantity and quality of its news, analysis and features. Its clients are mostly the Ethiopian Television, the Radio Ethiopia, and the Ethiopian Press Agency as well as Embassies and international and private organizations in Addis Ababa

The Agency has 37 branches throughout the country that gather information. Sixteen of these branch offices are connected to the center through computer networking. The foreign desk of ENA also disseminates first hand information in English to foreign na​tionals abroad and to all expatriates wishing to know the daily activities of the country. The Agency has business relations with renowned international agencies such as Reuters, AFP, Xinua; Yemen News Agency (SABA), All African News Agency (PANA) and Non-Aligned News Agency Pool (NANAP). Its website which disseminates information in both Amharic and English is also connected with more than two hundred news sources around the world. "Walta Information Center" founded in 1993 is a private news and information service establishment based in Addis Ababa. It focuses mainly on major economic, political and social issues. "Walta" with a network of reporters and stringers in dozens of towns throughout the country, puts great emphasis on delivering news, features and editorials. It is also engaged in organziing workshops and publishing books and magazines. "Walta" pro​vides weekly newsletters such as "Top of the Week," "Media Digest" and detailed chronology of events and basic documents on important developments in the country.

The clients of "Walta Information Center" include Radio Ethio​pia and Ethiopian Television, Ethiopian Press Agency, Voice of 'The Revolution of Tigray (VORT)', Voice of Amhara Regional State, Radio Fana, Revolutionary Democracy newspaper (Abiyotawi Democracy gazetta), Woyin, Oromiya, private news​papers and international media such as IRIN, Reuters, BBC, AFP, AP, etc.

The center mainly employs electronics, print media and a website to disseminate news and other information. It also provides in​formation through organizing panel discussions and talk show as well as printing books and producing documentary films.
"Walta" has a strong presence on the Internet. "Walta" has equipped its main office in Addis Ababa and sixteen-regional branch offices with computer and other facilities.
Agriculture
Agriculture is the rock-bed of Ethiopian's economy. It plays a key role both in the development of the nation as well as in the well being of its people. Agriculture employs about 85% of the total population. It generates 45-50% of the total GDP. It is also true that 90% of the country's foreign currency comes from the export merchandise trade of agricultural products. It also supplies 70% of the raw material required by both heavy and medium scale in​dustries.
Some 55million of the Ethiopian people live in the rural areas as subsistence agriculture is the basis of their lives. Nevertheless, the rural areas are poor in infrastructure and agriculture is depen​dent on rainwater and traditional methods farming. Agriculture is also in the hands of small-scale individual farmers who make use of little agricultural inputs. As a result, the production rate is low.
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