Buddhism
There is already a very large literature on Buddhism, with many popular accounts in English. My own interest differs from that in most such accounts: it is more specific and probably less committed.
The plan of this account is to present hire, in the Introduction, a brief summary of salient features in what will be recognized as Theravada Buddhism. This will help to orient readers who are quite unfamiliar with Buddhism and, it is hoped, it will provide a background against which the fuller accounts which come later can be more meaningfully placed.
After the Introduction there follows a section sketching the status of the sources from basic teachings, and an outline of the traditional account of Gotama’s life. These are needed as a background to the core of this presentation which comes under the heading “Aspects of Buddhism”. In that section there are Observations on several major features of Buddhist doctrine, most of them shared by many of the numerous divisions in the Buddhist world, but all of them firmly emphasized by the Theravada school. It is of interest to consider to what extent these aspects can be directly ascribed to Gotama himself. That historical aspect is considered. However, it is much less significant than the facts that have been taught for two thousand years as part of Gotama’s teaching. Without question, they owe their status to his inspiration.
Tradition has it that Sid-dhat-tha Gotama, whose father is described as the head or lord of the clan Gotama, was born in northern India for eighty years. Known in history as Buddha, he insisted that he was only a teacher, that he had no knowledge of, or connection with, the supernatural; that he was in no way to be worshipped, but that his teaching were to be studied and, when appreciated, followed.

He taught that everyone can achieve enlightenment, that is, an understanding of the world in all its variety and an understanding of the human predicament with it. This understanding will allow one fully to appreciate the human situation, and so to live as not to add unnecessarily to one’s own to other human suffering. Each individual must come to his or her own perception of the truths taught by Gotama, and each mast be aware that there is no outside source which can free one from the trials of this human condition. Self-deception is a major source of our burdens: as is the idea that life is likely to be free of distress. “Call no man happy until he is three days dead”.

Buddhism (for the followers of Theravada school) not a religion: it has nothing to worship. Adherence to the truth is the supreme virtue. No absolute truth can be found: it can only be approached the more closely with ever greater experience. The truth is “that which prevails”, and it prevails when it is not found wanting, however fully tasted. Tolerance is an essential in Buddhist thought and behavior. Violence in any form, under any pretext whatsoever, is contrary to Buddhist teaching: but this does not mean that it is permanently absent from the Buddhist world. Tolerance and non-violence taken together have given Buddhism a permanently non- aggressive stance on the world’s stage. Its missionary efforts lack the zeal of the religions.  (Judaism, Christianity and Islam) in which faith or belief in some supreme power is all- important. Persecution is completely foreign to Buddhism.
The first images of the Buddha appeared at least three centuries after his death. They were not intended for worship not are the so treated, except in error. They serve to recall to the disciple the character of the teacher: and they act, by their very form, as a reminder of the peace he sought to bestow.

In Buddhism, emphasis is laid on knowing and grasping, that is, clearly appreciating a number of simple propositions, not on faith or belief. “With right wisdom, he sees it as it is”: this is a frequently recurring comment in the records of Gotama’s teacher. A famous simile which he describes he   used (and here his brilliance as a teacher is apparent) is that in which he describes his teacher as a raft: it is means to carry a person across dangerous waters to the safety of firm ground, where one can progress further. The teaching is not principally to satisfy intellectual curiosity or to provide a logically sound doctrine to which his disciples must subscribe. His precepts are merely the means to achieve the state of enlightenment which provides its own security and satisfaction. The raft is then no longer needed.

Already it has been suggested that Gotama was a teacher of genius, apart, that is, from the value of his teaching. What is the basis for this claim? Well, briefly, he reduced his ideas to the simplest concrete form. He lived in a non- literate world where writing was scarcely known and so he taught is such a way as to help his listeners remember his statements. This maker the fully written-out accounts of his discourses extremely tedious to read: they are so frequently full of repetitions. A subject will be posed in a series of slightly varying questions. The answers will come in a full sequence to maximize retention of the message. This procedure was essentially a mnemonic device: it helped secure good definition in the mental retention of the sermons.
What were the Gotama’s teachings? Comments on the sources from which they are derived will come later. They consist of those truths which Buddha considered were the minimum essential to one understands of the human situation and for the wise person’s behavior. The problems in life are many: from birth to old age, decay, and death, pain distress. One aim of Buddhism is to minimize these.
Aspects of Buddhism
Buddhism is the religion of the followers of Gotama Buddha. Arising in the 6-th century b.c. as an offshoot of the prevailing Hindu religion of North India, it flourished widely in that country until the 11-th century a.d. , spreading meanwhile to other parts of Asia. Today Buddhists in influential numbers are present in Burma (90% of population), Thailand (89%), Ceylon (60%) and Japan (60%). In less influential numbers they are China (about 17%), and in a small numbers in India, Pakistan and the Philippines. In Indonesia there some Buddhists in the midst of the predominantly Muslim population Cambodia, Outside Asia, Buddhists are present: in North America (165000), South America (135000) and Europe (10000). The total number of Buddhists in the world is approximately 150310000.
The open hands and the open minds.

The open hand has major significance as symbol in Buddhism. In many of the stories in which the simile of the open hand is used, the emphasis is on his all-important feature that the Tathagata never asked his disciples or his interlocutors to accept conclusion on trust or in faith. He was always prepared to present a reasoned case for his views.
Modern Buddhist practice

Theravada-In Theravada countries a close relationship exists between clergy and laity, although the latter do not have membership in the order ( Sangha) as laity, in the west have membership in churches. Strictly speaking, the order is made up of practicing monks (bhirrhus) who have taken vows, wear the yellow rode and live the monastic life. Yet lay folk are not without their measure of participation. Except in the case of practice in Ceylon, where a monk’s ordination is for life, provision is made for a person to enter the Sangha for a few weeks, months or years and then return to lay young men are urged to spend at least one rainy season as a monk in order to receive moral instruction from elders of the order. On entering the Sangha the candidate repeats the Three Jewels:”I take refuge in the Buddha, I take refuge in the dhamma  (teaching), I take refuge in the Sangha.” While in the monastery his life is regulated by the Vinaya rules laid down in the Pali canon. Twice each month the monks assemble to hear recited the 227 presepts and prohibitions and confess their failures. For novices such assembling may be daily.  Bhirrhus  must abstain entirely from drugs and intoxicating liguors. Both monks and novices refrain from eating solid food between noon and the following morning. They must remain chaste in thought and deed. Their only personal possessions are one undergarment, two robbers ( yellow or yellowish brown), a belt, an alms bowl, a small knife or razor, a needle and a water strainer. All else is is the common property of the Sangha. For transgressions of rulers there are appropriate confessions and penances. Ifa major transgressions in committed, the offender is reguired to leave the order and return to household life. 

Each monastery is presided over by a senior monk. Several monasteries associated together may select a high-ranking elder( maha thera) to lead the entire group. In Burma the Sasam council, made up of leading Buddhists, monks and laymen, is the guiding advisory group for the order. In Thailand a sangharaje (Sangha ruler) is chosen by heads of major monastic groups, approved by the ministry of education appointed by the king. He in turn makes appointment to other chief position in the Sangha with the approval of the government. Organized activities of the Bhirrhus thus supervised consist of observing discipline study of Pali scriptures and commentaries, meditating, teaching, novices and performing various services of the lay community.

On the joyous side are the religious festivals, gladly observed by the people of Southeast Asia. Chief of these is Wesak (usually in May), in triple commemoration of the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death. Another is the feast of offering of robes and alms to the monks at the end of the rainy season. Especially happy is the New Year festival with its many amusements of water-throwing, procession s and dances, as well as playing honor to the Buddha. Special local festivals give additional happiness in each of the Theravada countries.

Mahayana.- In Mahayana countries, practices are much more varied. Characteristic of the Pure Land sects is recitation of the formula of homage to the heavenly Buddha Amitabha. Chanted by priests in temple services and uttered by lay folk in private devotions, it is the expression of what is deepest in their aspirations. In the Nichiren sect devotion is given to the truth in the Lotus scripture, and homage expressed through repeating its name. In Zen sect reverence is given to the historic Sakyamuni, to the 500 outstanding disciples, to great Bodhisattvas such as Manjusri whose image adorns the halls of meditation, to patriarch such as Budhidharma, and to founders of Zen sects and temples. Founders of other sects, such as Honen, Shinran, Saich Kobo Daishi and Nichiren, are honored in the worship halls by their followers. Incense is burnedbefore images of major Bodhisattvas such as Avalokites , known as lord of Compassion in Tibet, and as Goddess of Mercy in China (Kyan-yin) and Japan (kwannon).
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Vadzhrasatva

Buddha Vadzhrayany. Symbol purities of the brightening (Bodhi ) and law (Dharma). It is expressed in sitting pose, white color with vadzhra in right, hand man beside heart and with campanula in left hand beside hip. In my theologies its sometimes identify with Vadzhrasatvy – be a first entailment Hells – buddy, as in describable unity whole putting he is as it were forefather all rest Budd.

[image: image2.jpg]



 Green Tare
The Goddess Green Tare is honored as mother of all living beings. On one of the legends Green Tare was a real woman, who practicing Buddhism, reaches the conditions Buddha and swear not to leave in Nirvana until all living beings is reached Brightening. After she helps all living beings. Her discriminating devil is that she always by leaps and bounds comes on to help. Her right leg in little loved that symbolize readiness to come on the first call. 
Praying Green Tare helps to dispose of obstacle on our life ways-from bad dreams, damages and etc.
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Mandzhyshri
Buddha of teachings. In right hand it keeps sword cut of our ignorance, in left-flower of lotus on which lies the book symbolizing Teaching. Practicing Mandzhyshri is praying we find mental abilities. It is particularly uncommented to read for pupils, student and all, who concerns with mental activity.

White Tare
   Goddess, saving from all dangers and presenting debt life. It symbolizes mother’s aspect Buddy compassions Avolokiteshvary. Her seven eyes mean cheering compassionate thought. On one of the legends Avolokiteshvara seen sufferings of all living beings wrap and two tears nun from her eyes fell to the ground and two lotoins appeared. Soon they blossom, and on one of it Green Tare sat, on the other- White Tare

The Goddess Okon Tengr

      Is a single goddess amongst 10 mains deity-protector of the Buddhism, is an leader of demon. According to legend in old times in on terrain of the veins cruel Daemon, inflicted all around much harm. Strong people joined to kill him, but didn’t return. One beautiful girl seen sufferings of the people, inflicted by Demon has solved to kill him. For this purpose she charmed him and he fell in love with her. At moment of the coition girl killed him. The Monk qredicted her that a child born would also be, cruel demon. From compassion to all living beings she killed her child became the protector of the people and leader of demon.
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Vadzhravana
Holding vadzhry in hand, in Buddhism of Mahayana and Vadzhrayana, one of the mains bodhisattva. Pertains to family Buddy Akshobhi and is expressed blue color in threatening pose of the protector of the low with vadzhroi in right lifted hand. As mythological image symbolize spiritual power, capable to avoid the mirk of the consciousness, ignorance and errors. 

