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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
О beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
О beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law!
О beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America!
May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness,
And every gain divine!
О beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America!
God shed his light on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
Katherine Lee Bates
USA AND ITS PEOPLE, AMERICANS
The United States of America is the third largest country in the world in population, and it is the fourth largest country in area. Until the 1500s, what is now the United States was largely a wilderness. Small groups of Indians lived scattered over the land between the Atlantic and the Pacific. People in Europe saw in this vast "new world" a chance to build new and better lives. Through the years large numbers of immigrants from Europe and from almost every other part of the world settled in the country. Except for black Africans brought in as slaves, these immigrants came seeking the rights and the opportu​nities that had become part of the American way of life. As a result of this immigration, the United States today has one of the world's most varied populations. It has been called "a nation of immigrants". This is a country with its differences and similarities which has become a place where people from many lands have come together and formed a unified culture.
I SPEAK ABOUT YOU, AMERICA!

The United States of America, commonly called the United States or simply America, lies in the central part of the North American con​tinent with the Atlantic Ocean to the East, the Pacific to the West, Canada to the North, and Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico to the South.
The United States covers an area of 3,717,796 square miles (9,629,047 sq. km), of which 615,230 sq. ml (1,593,440 sq. km) are in Alaska and 6,459 sq. ml (16,729 sq. km) are in Hawaii. It has a popu​lation of more than 281.4 mln. Being the leading capitalist country it has covered a most complicated and contradictory way of develop​ment in the more than 200 years of its existence. The USA past shows scientific, industrial, agricultural growth and welfare and alongside with this fantastic economic crises and high rates of unemployment.
The USA is divided into 50 states and the District of Columbia (the territory under the capital Washington), the seat of the national government.
The USA is a country of great differences. At the same time, it has surprising similarities when one considers its size. The diffe​rences are partly a result of the geography. One cannot generalize about the weather, the landscape, or even the way of living because the nation occupies nearly half of a continent. In it can be found high mountains and the flattest of prairies, tropical heat and arctic cold, fertile valleys and deserts. There is a variety of natural resources. All sorts of products are raised, and there are indus​tries of every kind. Some of the most densely and most sparsely populated areas of the world are found in the United States.
If you want to go from San Francisco to New York by train, you must ride more than three thousand miles. On your way you will pass fertile plains of the famous fruit-rising area, the Sierra Nevada mountains with their snow-capped peaks and clear mountain lakes, the Salt Lake desert, the plains of sheep and cattle country known as the land of cowboys, and the richest industrial region of the country. You finally arrive in New York, the largest city in the USA.
The trip will not show you all of America, of course. Besides, you should bear in mind that each region of the United States has charac​teristics of its own.
There are many large and modern cities, but a great proportion of the country consists of open land dotted with farm-houses and small towns. In some regions small communities are still provincial. In spite of this, however, and in spite of the size of the country, there are striking uniformities in the American scene that surprise foreign observers. There is an appearance of the country as a whole that might be said to be typically American. The usual town of average size, in any part of the United States, has its "main street", with the same types of stores selling the same products. Every town has the same type of drug-store and supermarket. There is some variety of architecture, due to the differences in climate, locality, and national backgrounds of the people. Yet, many American residential areas, especially new ones, tend to have a similar look. The similarities result from the extreme mobility of the population and the inter​change of goods.
THE US NATIONAL FLAG

The true history of the origin of the flag of the USA has become so overcrowded with traditions and legends that at times it is next to impossible to establish the true facts.
The US flag was raised in its first unified form on January 2, 1776 in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It consisted of 13 alternate red and white straps (stripes), equal to the number of states. The original states were Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, Massa​chusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina , and Virginia. For that flag, on June 14, 1777, "Flag Day", Congress substituted a similarly striped flag with 13 white stars on a blue field in the left-hand corner. In 1794, with the admission of Vermont and Kentucky, Congress added two more stripes and two more stars. The new country began to grow. More states joined it. But there was no place on the flag for more stripes. So in 1818 the original 13 stripes were restored, to remain unchanged thereafter; for each new state admitted to the Union, however, a new star was to be added.
Today the USA flag has 13 horizontal (7 red and 6 white) stripes and 50 white stars on the blue background representing the 50 states. The red stripes proclaim courage, the white stripes proclaim liberty, the field of blue stands for loyalty.

THE POPULATION OF THE USA

According to statistics in 2000 there were 281,421,906 inhabitants in the USA. The population grew by 32,712,033 people during the decade from 1990 to 2000. The first 90% settlers were of Anglo-Saxon stock, most of the rest being of Negro origin. Vast numbers of immigrants poured into it in the first decade of the twentieth centu​ry. Within its population the United States has today about 31 mil​lion citizens who are foreign-born of various nationalities: German, Italian, Polish, Czech, Slovak, Croatian, Jewish, Russian, Ukrainian, Hungarian, Swedish, English, Scotch, Irish, etc. Poor economic and political conditions at home forced them to emigrate to the United States in search of a better life.
During much of its history, the United States had an official poli​cy of admitting more European immigrants than Asian, African, and Latin American ones. Changes were made in immigration policy in the 1970s which resulted in large numbers of non-European immi​grants entering the country. This in turn added new cultural dimen​sions to American life. Census figures reported for 2000 showed that whites constitute about 82 per cent of the US population, 13 per cent black, 4 per cent Asian and 1 per cent Native American.
The old-stock Americans liked to think of their country as the "melting-pot"1. The immigrants were supposed to have their ethnic origins, their native languages and habits "melted away". Some eth​nic groups have managed to retain their language - about 8 million Chicanos who speak Spanish, half a million Frenchmen in New Orleans and a million and a half Swedes in Minnesota. Such groups as Italians, Puerto Ricans and others try to retain at least some elements of their national heritage. Only in the last quarter of this century ethnicity has become widely respected. Using a newer symbol, the "saladbowl", Americans attempt to acknowledge significant cultural differences of the various groups in the USA with the now famous slo​gan "celebrate diversity". The newest Americans are helped in every way "to acquire a knowledge of, and pride in, their own heritage". America needs to preserve and encourage this diversity, while mak​ing sure that everyone has equal opportunity to succeed.
THE NATIVE AMERICANS

Too often the Indian is associated with the hair-raising "cowboys and Indians" films where the Indians are always portrayed as the "bad​dies", or they are seen through the idyllic love poems or songs.
The true story of the American Indian is much different. It is one of the most brutal stories of genocide in modern history.
The original, pre-conquest population of North America is estimated as from 10 to 12 million. As many as 280 distinct aboriginal societies existed in North America prior to Columbus. They spoke about 450 dis​tinct languages. The Indian peoples developed great civilizations, most notably those of the Incas and the Aztecs, and they contributed a great deal to world culture and the welfare of the human race: they domesticat​ed corn, potatoes, peanuts, peppers, tomatoes, pumpkins, pineapples, cocoa, and other vegetables and fruits; they cultivated tobacco, and made discoveries of at least 59 drugs that are used today in medical sci​ence.

The year of 1622 marked the beginning of the century-long con​flict between the Native Americans and the white settlers. The slogan "The only good Indian is a dead Indian" was used for more than 200 years. The motive for the genocide against the native peoples was to dispossess them of their land and resources and to get rid of people who could not be exploited. The means were varied and included not only outright mass extermination, but also slavery, bounty-hunt​ing (scalping for profit), massacre of women and children, the assas​sination of leaders, death by European-introduced diseases, the forced relocation of peoples. Even the pronouncement in the Declaration of Independence that "all men are created equal" was not true for the Native Americans. They were looked upon as savages, as non-persons, not even worth mentioning. The American government forced the Indians to sign treaties that were nothing but enormous land-robbery. They had to depend upon the good will (or lack of it) of the US government. By 1900 the Indians had been reduced to about 250,000. The Civil Rights Act of 1924 theoretically gave the Indians outside the reservations the same rights as any other citizen of the United States. But they were not given any chance to make use of these rights.
In 1953 the US government passed the Relocation Act, giving the Indians the right to dissolve their reservations and to settle in the cities, and the Termination Act, which meant the annulment of all treaties signed between the government and the Indian tribes, and an end to the special status of the Indian. It was declared that the Indians today are subject to the same laws as other citizens. Thus the opportunity was immediately taken to extend civil and criminal law to the Indian reservations. The Indians have become helpless vic​tims of the courts.
While a number of Native American tribes and nations were fully annihilated, some groups managed to survive as ethnic communities, like the 225,298 Navajo, the 369,035 Cherokee, the 107,321 Sioux, and the 105,988 Chippewa.
Today no one knows for sure how many Native Americans there are. About two million Americans consider themselves Indians and so identified themselves on the 2000 census. Some three hundred tribes remain in America, but much of the linguistic diversity that once existed is gone forever. Nearly 35% of Native Americans (685,000) live on Indian lands, which take many forms, including reservations, colonies, native villages, etc. Reservations were originally conceived as places where Indians could be segregated from whites and separat​ed from their land. In the 19th century, they served as concentration camps, where Indians were disarmed and forbidden to leave. Even a United States Commission on Civil Rights in 1973 noted that the Indian was the poorest American, the most forgotten and oppressed national minority in the country. Though at present Indian reserva​tions are recognized by the federal government as territory in which American Indian tribes have jurisdiction, many of them are located in remote, economically depressed and sparsely populated areas.
The struggle of Indians for civil rights has a long history. In the 1960s Indians began uniting to take control of their own future. A nationwide Indian conference in June 1961 created a "Declaration of Indian Purpose" which supported the right of a tribal community to maintain itself and develop with government assistance. The late 1960s and 1970s saw an increase in the number of Indian law cases being litigated7. Legal service programmes were established to pro​vide national legal representation to protect the rights of Indians. In 1973 the American Indian Movement demanded an examination of the 371 treaties that had been violated by the US government. The Longest Walk from California to Washington, D. C. in 1978 was also initiated to bring national attention to the Indians' problems.
Tribal efforts to build serious working sovereignty in Indian coun​try progress. Now they run their own elementary schools and community colleges, manage health services and hotels, factories and other businesses. Indians have professional groups that advocate for legal, social, educational, economic, health and veterans' rights. These activities contribute substantially to the determination of their own future.
The Indians feel sympathy and solidarity from inside the United States and from abroad.

THE BLACK AMERICANS

Black Americans gained their independence in 1865 after the Civil War, which was followed by the abolition of slavery. Now they were free, at least that was written in the Constitution. They could enjoy all the rights and freedoms that whites had, but in reality only few could become successful. They had to go a long way to become the equal members of the white society. The history saw the relations between black and white Americans change from violent hatred to brotherly love. The fierce struggle did not entirely end till the second half of the 20th century when it took an unexpected turn.
Legal segregation of the races still governed the southern way of life in the early 1950s. In most states, it was illegal for whites and blacks to eat in the same rooms in restaurants, use the same waiting rooms or toilet facilities at bus or train stations, or ride in the same taxis.
In 1954 the Supreme Court agreed that segregation of the races in schools was unconstitutional. The only trouble was that the imple​mentation of that decision came too slowly. By 1960 less than one percent of southern black children were attending desegregated schools. Significant levels of school integration would not be achieved until the 1970s.
On August 28, 1968, about 250,000 black and white demonstra​tors gathered at the Lincoln Memorial. Washington is a city of spec​tacles. But in its entire glittering history, it had never seen a specta​cle of the size and grandeur that assembled there. The March on Washington culminated in a memorable speech delivered, indeed preached by Martin Luther King in the evangelical style of the black church:
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state sweltering with the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of free​dom and justice. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.
Leadership in the battle against segregation and racial discrimina​tion came from national and community organizations, church groups and ordinary citizens. The black church had long been the cen​tre of African-American social and cultural life. Now it lent its moral and organizational strength, as well as voices of its most inspira​tional preachers, to the emerging civil rights movement. It was under the leadership of the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., that the civil rights movement reached its highest moral ground. He brought together the diverse elements, black and white, in the struggle for black equality. The key concept for him was the brotherhood and sisterhood of all mankind. The prime stratedy stratedy was made strong by the belief in the righeousness of the cause.
He ended with an invocation from an old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! Free at last! Thank God almighty, we are free at last!"
The sight of blacks and whites marching solemnly together did more than any other event to make black protest acceptable to white Americans. The March on Washington and the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 confirmed King's position for the white community as the lead​ing speaker for the black cause.
The Civil Rights Act, passed in June 1964, was a landmark in the history of American race relations. Its keystone outlawed discrimina​tion in employment based on race, religion, national origin, or sex. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 made it possible for millions of blacks to register and vote for the first time.
Now that the system of legal segregation had fallen, the civil rights movement turned to a more difficult task: eliminating the seg​regation enforced by custom, that made blacks second-class citizens throughout the nation. Symbolic was their demand to be called blacks or Afro-Americans rather than Negroes, a term they found demean​ing7 because of its historic association with slavery and racism.
On April 4, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee Martin Luther King was assassinated. With his death the civil rights movement lost the black leader most able to stir the conscience of white America. King's death robbed the country of the man who could mediate between an increas​ingly fragmented black community and an ever more resistant white world. And the violence followed at once. Radical black power activists proposed a new agenda: not nonviolence but armed selfdefence, not integration but separation, not working within the sys​tem but preparing for revolution. The riots throughout the country showed the extent of black frustration and anger. Blacks began an active search for their own identity. There were people who cam​paigned for the establishment of the Republic of Black Africa in the Southern United States.
The 1950s and 1960s brought permanent, indeed revolutionary, changes in American race relations. Segregation was overturned in less than a decade, and federal legislation granted black Americans their basic civil rights. Martin Luther King's greatness was recog​nized even in the South; in 1968 his birthday became a national holi​day.

WHEN DID THE FIRST NEGROES COME TO AMERICA?

Do you know that the first Negroes to come to America came as explorers?
They came with the Spanish, the French and the Portuguese, who went there on voyages of discovery. There were Negroes with Balboa when he discovered the Pacific Ocean, and with Cortez when he explored Mexico. It was a Negro who introduced the raising of wheat to the New World.
Later on, of course, Negroes went to America in quite a different way - they were brought there as slaves. In 1619, a Dutch vessel brought 20 Negroes to Jamestown, Virginia, who were sold by their captain for provisions he needed.
At the time, many white people went to America to work as "inden​tured"1 servants (they sold their service for a set length of time). But when white servants stopped coming from Europe, many Negro slaves were brought into the colonies. By 1715 there were over 58,000 Negro slaves there. By 1775 this number had grown to over 500,000.
In 1807 at the request of President Thomas Jefferson, Congress voted that no more slaves should be brought into the country. But many were brought in against the law. Just before the Civil War the Negro population in the United States was about 4,400,000.

THE BEGINNINGS OF AMERICA

The question of the discovery of America is not a new one and it arose again in 1957 when an ancient map, called the Vinland Map, was found in London. It is a map of the world as it was known one thou​sand years ago and scientists think that it was made about 1440.
What is Vinland? Some British and American scientists believe that it was the Norsemen's name for North America. The Vinland Map shows Western Europe clearly with a coastline running from North Africa via Gibraltar and including the British Isles to Norway and the Arctic Ocean. It shows Iceland and Greenland.
According to the map, to the west of Greenland there is a great country the Norsemen called Vinland. The outlines of the coast of Vinland on the map correspond to those of the coast of Newfoundland and North America today.
The early people of Europe and the Near East were slow to disco​ver the West mainly because of their fear of the open sea. But the Icelandic sagas tell of a Norseman, Eiric the Red, and his son, about the voyages they made. They sailed from near the place on modern maps of Greenland called Julianehaab, discovered Vinland at the end of the 10th century, built houses, wintered there and returned to Greenland. The ancient Norsemen left sailing instructions behind them. Sailing in open boats and without even the aid of a compass, the inhabitants of Scandinavia had crossed and recrossed the Western Ocean countless times.
It was Leif Ericson, the son of Eiric the Red, who in 999 reached the south shore of the land known now under the name of New England and encamped there. An old Saga tells us that his men found there a lot of grape vines and grapes. The Norsemen filled their ship with grapes and a cargo of timber and sailed away, and Leif named the country Vinland (Wineland).

THE ERECTION OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY
The centennial celebration of the Declaration of Independence (in 1879) in the US gave Edouard de Laboulaye, a French writer on American history and life, an opportunity to propose the erection of memorial to commemorate the alliance of the two countries, higuste Bartholdi, a young French sculptor, was selected to plan lid execute the memorial. After his first visit to New York he lecided to erect a colossal statue of liberty upon one of the islands in the harbour.
Acting on this suggestion, the French began in 1875 to raise funds for the construction of such a statue. The task proved to be greater than had been expected and the statue was not completed in Paris until July 4, 1884. Meanwhile, an American committee was raising funds for the construction of the pedestal. The money was secured in 1886. After the statue had been dismantled in Paris, it was shipped to New York aboard a French ship to be reassembled in New York Harbour.
Incoming and outgoing ships pass near it - the figure of a woman who has just reached her freedom. Grasping a burning torch in her right hand and in her left holding a book of law inscribed July 4, 1776, she is represented as breaking the shackles lying at her feet.
The statue is forty-six metres high - not counting the pedestal it stands on. The pedestal itself is also about forty-six metres. The hol​low in the crown on the head of the Statue of Liberty is so large that people can stand in it.
THE BIRTH OF A NEW NATION
More than 370 years ago people were leaving England for America. Many were thinking of that world in the west where land was plenti​ful and easy to be had. A new spirit was on English soil - a desire for peace and for a great liberty of mind and conscience, a hatred of oppression, a faith in honest industry. But apart from the beautiful stories of life in America, one of the main reasons for leaving England was religious persecution at home.
Some religious people - the Puritans - wanted to reform the Church of England and King James I saw them as a danger, so the Puritans were persecuted by his men. One group of 35 men - sepa​ratists from the Church of England decided to emigrate first to Holland, and later in July 1620 they sailed in the Mayflower among the first 102 colonists who wanted to cross over the Atlantic and set up a colony in America, to find there civil and religious freedom.
After a long voyage they landed in America, at a place now called Province Town. On Christmas Day, 1620, they started building a vil​lage, then they elected a governor. The village was called New Plymouth, the first permanent settlement in New England.
More immigrants followed to join the original Pilgrim Fathers and more supplies were brought. At first the relations between the colonists and the Indian people were good. The Indians were friendly and they helped the white settlers. Then the latter began treating the Indians badly, seizing their land and killing them. Once the colonists called a conference with the Indians, murdered their leaders and thus established themselves as masters.
Historians say that New Plymouth was often visited by North American Indians who could only say "Yengeeze" instead of "English". Englishmen were called "Yankees" and since that time "Yankee" has been a nickname for an American. During the Civil War in the 1860s the word "Yankees" was used to denote the Northerners.
On July 4th, 1776 a group of emigrants representing the thirteen British colonies on the Atlantic coast of North America, which had been established during the previous century and a half, signed a document saying that these colonies were free and independent. The colonies decided that they could no longer regard them​selves as subjects to the British Crown. The colonists had many gen​uine grievances and finally when King George III and his Government in London ordered them to pay heavy taxes on tea and paper, they revolted and declared themselves independent. Thus, the United States of America was founded
The famous Declaration of Independence from British rule was signed in a building (Independence Hall) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. On that building one can see the famous Liberty Bell which told the happy people outside that a new nation had been born.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - ONE OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS

"Where liberty dwells, there is my country."
B. Franklin
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), American printer, author, scien​tist, statesman and diplomat, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, into a poor family. He learned to read at a very early age, proba​bly taught by his father, who destined him for the Church and sent him at eight years to a grammar school. But the expense proved too great, and at the age of ten Benjamin began to work in his father's little soap shop. Disliking this, he was apprenticed at twelve years to his half-brother, James, a printer. Benjamin read whatever book he could lay his hands upon, and by 1722 he was writ​ing little essays of his own on various topics.
Constant reading made Franklin one of the most educated men of his time. His activities were varied. In the 1740s he experiment​ed on electricity and invented the lightning-rod1 for the protection of buildings. In the 1750s Franklin was sent to Britain to defend the interests of the American Colonies before the British Parliament. During the War of Independence he helped to frame the Declaration of Independence (1776). That same year he was sent to France, where he enlisted French help for the American Colonies and later negotiated peace with Britain (1783). After the War of Independence Franklin was chosen as a member of the Convention to frame the Constitution of the United States (1787).
Franklin's literary activities began in 1733 with the issuing of Poor Richard's Almanac which continued to appear for about 25 years. The almanac was a combination of a calendar, a miniature encyclopedia, and a moral counsellor. It noted the holidays, the dates of the fairs and the court sessions, and it contained jokes, poems, recipes and sayings.
In 1771 Franklin began writing The Autobiography but it was not completed and was published after his death. This outstanding literary work combines practicality, common sense, and optimistic faith in the abilities of every person who can rely on his own industry and strength.
B. Franklin was an enlightener and most of his works are written in the form of moral and philosophical parables. He also wrote a lot of political and satirical pamphlets defending the rights of all men, including the Negroes and the Indians. These topics were espe​cially important in the history of American literature. His pamphlet On the Slave Trade (1790) became his political testament. The anti-slavery character of the pamphlet inspired the abolitionists fight until the Civil War.
Franklin put his ideas into practice opening the first public library and founding several clubs and societies, among them the Junto Club, the first society of self-education and enlightenment and the society for the abolition of slavery.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

"Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves."
A. Lincoln
Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth President of the United States, was born on a farm in Kentucky, on February 12, 1809. Abraham's father made his living by farming and by working, from time to time, as a carpenter. His mother died when he was only nine years old.
Lincoln had no more than a year's formal education, but in that time he managed to learn reading, writing and arithmetic.
As a young man, Abraham had many jobs, some of which involved him in journeys down the Mississippi where he could see auctions of Negro slaves. Just at that time he became opposed to the idea of slavery. On his return from one of these trips Lincoln became a store​keeper's clerk in the village of New Salem.
Having time on his hands, the young man began to study. His friends encouraged him to take up politics and he offered himself as a candidate for the State Legislature (Government of the State). He was defeated in 1832 but two years later his election cam​paign was successful and he was elected to the Illinois State Legislature.
Between 1847 and 1849, Lincoln was a Congressman. Then in 1849, he was offered the governorship of Oregon which he accep​ted. It was in 1854 that he delivered the speech that made him famous. It was on the subject of slavery. He expressed his views clear​ly and firmly: slavery should be abolished.
Lincoln was now beginning to rise in the political world. In 1859 he was adopted as the Republican candidate for the presidency, and in 1860 he became the sixteenth President of the United States.
Although he hated slavery, he did not want to shed blood for its abolition, preferring, if possible, to "educate" its supporters by explaining to them the wrong of it. But within a few days of his election in November, South Carolina seceded from the Union (the United States). Other south​ern states followed its example and the Confederacy was formed. The American Civil War began on April 12, 1861, when the open​ing guns were fired in Fort Sumter, a fort belonging to the US Government and guarding the harbour of Charleston, South Carolina. It was the War between the Confederate States in the South and the Federal Govern​ment in the North. The main cause of the war was the economic and political contradictions between the industrial states of the North and the slave-owning states of the South. It was an armed struggle for power, for the victory of one of the existing social systems. Slavery stood in the way of the developing US capitalism, and it had to be abolished.
In September 1862, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation which, from January 1, 1863, set free "all persons held as slaves within any state". It helped to make the slaves available for the Union (Federal) Army. So by the end of the war 186,000 coloured troops had joined the Union Army.
In November 1864, Lincoln was re-elected President and the fol​lowing January Congress passed the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, abolishing slavery.
The American Civil War ended in May 1865, but the peace which followed was not a lasting triumph for President Lincoln. He did not see victory, though he was certain it was coming.
On April 14, 1865, he went to the theatre in Washington. John Booth, an actor who was an agent of the slave-owners and their allies in the Northern states, managed to enter the box in which the President was sitting and shot Lincoln in the head.
The unconscious Lincoln was carried to a house nearby, but the doctors could do little. He lived for several hours after the shoot​ing, and he died next morning.

His death was a great loss to America. The reactionaries had killed an outstanding leader of those who were against slavery.
Only when Abraham Lincoln was gone, could the people of his world realize how great he was. He was too tall when he walked beside them.
THE ADMINISTRATION

The presidency of the United States is the highest governmental office. President of the USA is the head of the State and the Government, he is also the Commander-in-Chief of the US Armed Forces. "Administration" is a popular term to identify the executive branch of the federal government, responsible for administering and executing the laws.
President is assisted by Vice-President and the Cabinet. The President and Vice-President are elected for a term of four years and can be re-elected for another term, but not longer than that, since the Twenty-Second Amendment to the Constitution (1951) limited the President's term in office.
President must be a natural-born citizen of the USA, at least 35 years old, and for at least 14 years a resident of the USA. The term of office of the President begins at noon on January 20.
Presidential elections are held in two stages. The first stage is in November when Americans vote for electors, and the second stage is on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, when electors elect President and Vice-President. After the ballots are opened at a joint session of Congress, the President-Elect becomes the US President.
Presidential elections in the USA have a distinct class character, as only very rich people can put forward their candidatures for President's and Vice-President's posts. Before the elections the can​didates for Presidency tour the country meeting people and deliv​ering speeches. Everything is done to ensure the support of the voters at the elections. Candidates promise to improve living conditions, to stop the growth of unemployment, to support disarmament, etc., but they seldom keep their pre-election promises after they are elected.
President conducts foreign affairs, signs treaties in the name of the USA, appoints diplomats, Cabinet members, federal judges with the consent and advice of the Senate. President ordinarily out​lines the course of his administration through his frequent mes​sages to Congress. The major presidential messages sent to Congress are the annual State of the Union message, the annual budget mes​sage and the economic report.
Vice-President presides over the Senate, his other duties are inde​finite. The White House may use Vice-President as a contact man among the senators, or he may sit at Cabinet meetings and become a sort of understudy to the President. He takes the President's office if the President is unable to finish his term. Vice-President rather tends to be the forgotten man of American politics, because of Ms lack of power.
US President is assisted in Administration by a Cabinet of 12 members. Cabinet secretaries correspond to European ministers. They are heads of different departments and directly and fully responsible to President who appoints them for an indefinite time. Cabinet officials usually serve during his term. When the President's jervice ends, it is customary for the Cabinet to resign, so the new President can appoint new chiefs of executive departments. Among the most important departments one should mention the Department of State responsible for American foreign policy, the Department of Defence or the Pentagon, the Department of Justice, the Department of Commerce, etc. The State Department ranks ahead of other Departments in prestige and seniority. The political power of the Secretary of State is second only to that of the President. The Secretary of State has the duty of trying to main​tain peace and to negotiate6 economic and political treaties.
In addition to Secretaries, President has an inner Cabinet, the so-called "White House Office". It is the name given to the President's immediate assistants and various advisers on different aspects of home and foreign policy. The President's Press Secretary is called upon to explain what the President meant to say, or intended to say. Frequently the Press Secretary is a close personal friend of the President.
Under US Constitution, the House of Representatives may bring charges against the President in impeachment proceedings. "Impeachment" is a formal accusation7 against a public official by a legislative body. A two-thirds vote in the Senate is necessary for conviction. It is a method provided for getting rid of officials who cannot be dismissed: presidents, vice-presidents and "all civil offi​cers of the United States. They may be removed from office for treason, bribery or other high crimes".
Washington, D.C. - the capital of the USA

Washington is the capital of the United States. It is also one of the country's most beautiful and historic cities and the site of many of its most popular tourist attractions. The capital is important to the American people as a symbol of their country's unity, history and democratic tradition. Many visitors to Washington enjoy the rich and varied architecture of the city's buildings and monuments. But a law limits the height of buildings in the city. As a result, Washington -unlike most other large cities - has no skyscrapers. Visitors tour the city's many museums, which toge​ther house the world's largest collection of items from America's past.
At the same time Washington faces problems common to all cities, including crime, drug abuse, poverty and traffic jams.
WASHINGTON'S CLIMATE
Washington's climate is a combination of the sweaty summers of Louisiana and the wintry cold of the North-West.
One season, however, has to be seen: Washington's cherry-blossom time. It is a spectacle borrowed from Japan, as indeed are the cherry-trees themselves, which abound near the Jefferson Memorial. Several thousands of these cherry-trees were given to Washington in 1912 by the city of Tokyo. When they flower - in early April - the whole city draws its breath and drinks them in for almost exactly 12 days: give or take a day, that is how long cherry-blossom time lasts. It is the one Washington thing that owes nothing to protocol nor to press-confer​ence nor to power; it is possibly the one thing in Washington that is not manipulated by the Pentagon or privilege; it just comes to pass. A huge fuss is made of the occasion, with Cherry Blossom Queens and similar trappings. It is indeed Washington's wonderful season, possi​bly because it is the one occasion in the natural cycle of this world cap​ital that has nothing to do with the politicians.

VISITING WASHINGTON'S SIGHTS
Washington's street plan may seem very complicated to a visitor. Fortunately for sightseers, all the main buildings that make the city so interesting are to be found in groups. The Capitol Hill group is perhaps the most important, if you are interested in the law-making center of the United States. The first port of call for you is the Capitol, with its great Hall of Representatives and Senate Chamber.
If any branch of the arts has first appeal, you may again start with the Capitol;  from its towering dome and white marble-columned peristyle and porticoes through its Statuary Hall, the great building offers a good collection of art.
You can walk around to the back of the Capitol and look across Union Square, all the way down to the Washington Monument and beyond to the Lincoln Memorial with its Reflecting Pool, all in perfect alignment with the Capitol on a long diagonal. Pennsylvania Avenue leads off to the right to the White House. Above all, you will want to make a tour of the White House, to see its rooms and grounds; you will want to take a closer look at the 55-foot obelisk that is the Washington Monument and probably go up to its 500-foot level; you will want to stop at the end of the Reflecting Pool near 17th Street and see the Lincoln Memorial from there, then go closer, until you come right up to the foot of the great statue; then go on across the Potomac to Arlington National Cemetery, where the tomb of the Unknown Soldier is located.
Many tourists come to Washington every summer to see the nation's capital. Let'us get acquainted with some of its sights.
The Capitol

The Capitol is the seat of the US Congress. Building of the Capitol in Washington, D. C, was begun in 1793. Its cornerstone was laid by the President amid great pomp. Music sounded and artillery fired salutes as George Washington declared the stone "well and truly laid".
In 1800 the building was partly completed, and Congress, remov​ing from Philadelphia, met here, for the first time in the new capital. Here the manifold political forces affecting the destinies of the land met in dramatic conflicts.
The Capitol Building dominates all Washington. It stands on the crest of a hill rising above the Potomac River. The site was chosen by Pierre L'Enfant when he sought to lay out the capital. The Capitol consists of a central building crowned by a great dome and con​nected at each end by galleries with a large wing. The north wing con​tains the Senate Chamber, and the south wing - the House of Representatives.
The great central dome appears too heavy for the low facade. Topping the dome is the 19-foot bronze statue of Freedom by Thomas Crawford1. She watches, calm and unruffled, over all the things that are done in her name in the building below. The 36 columns which sur​round the lower part of the dome represent the states in the Union at the time this impressive structure was designed. Beneath the dome is a monumental hall called the Rotunda, decorated with works of art relating to American history.
CUSTOMS VARY WITH CULTURE

Many American customs will surprise you; the same thing happens to them when they visit another country. People living in varied cultures handle many small daily things differently. What a dull world it would be if this were not true!

The constant restless motion of Americans may be startling at first. People in the flat Middle West think nothing of driving 75 to a 100 miles just to have dinner with a friend; they go to a far-off city for an evening of theater or music or even a movie. Countless young people select a college thousands miles away from their families just to see another part of the country and to visit new places.
Our Lack of Knowledge about Other Lands

You can meet Americans with the lack of knowledge about your country. If so, be patient with them. Unfortunately, they do not teach enough about other cultures, customs, or even geography in the schools; they have always been so insulated by oceans that they are not readily exposed to different cultures and other ways of doing things. If Americans crudely try to help you with something that has long been totally familiar to you, if they confuse your country with another thousands of miles away, be patient. This huge continent has been developed from virgin land into the modern dynamo that it is now in a remarkably short time - about 300 years. They have been absorbed with their own growth, with road building, city building, free educa​tion for millions of children, the assimilation of countless strangers; with the inventions, discoveries, and developments that their science and technology have contributed to the world. Their attention has been inward, not global, through most of these 300 years. A "world" sense come to the United States only since the end of World War II. Regrettably, most of them are still quite unfamiliar and uninformed in regard to other lands.
Doing Your Own Things

Because their people have come from so many nationalities, there is a far wider range of what is "acceptable" than in some countries where the inhabitants have grown up with a common heritage. As a result, no one needs to feel uncomfortable in following his or her own customs. Although Americans are noticeably informal, if you prefer somewhat greater formality, feel free to act in your own way. This will be acceptable to those around you. As the young say, each person can do his own thing, behave independently and be respected here to a very large extent.
Personal Questions
Conversational questions may seem to you both too personal and too numerous - especially when you first arrive. "Where do you work?" "Are you married?" "How many children do you have?" "Have you taken your vacation yet?" are not personal questions by American standards. They are a search for common ground on which to build a relationship or base a conversation. Understand that such questions are meant to be friendly; the questioner is interested in you, in your life and your business; he or she is not being impertinent.
Meeting People
Americans have a minimum feeling for "rank", especially social​ly. Most do not themselves enjoy being treated with special respect for age or position; it makes them uncomfortable. Many Americans find even the terms "Mr", "Mrs", or "Miss" stiff and formal. You hear people well beyond middle age say - even to quite young people -"Just call me Sally (or Henry or Don). " Being on first-name terms5 is taken as a sign of acceptance and friendliness.
What do they use, however, are occupational titles. These are con​sidered to be different, denoting a recognition that has been earned, not merely inherited. Occupations that most frequently carry titles include: diplomats, members of the Senate (or certain other top government posts), judges of the courts, military officers abovea certain rank, medical doctors, ranking professors, priests, rabbis, and some Protestant clergy. Examples would be: Ambassador Jones, Senator Smith, Governor Rockfeller, Judge Harley, General Clark, Doctor Brown (medical), Doctor Green (Ph. D.), Father White, Rabbi Cohen, Doctor (Bishop, Reverend) Gray.
COWBOY: MYTH AND REALITY

The daring bank robberies, the exciting chases on horseback with guns blazing, the handsome guitar-strumming cowboys sitting around bonfires and the lovely saloon ladies all made exciting viewing. This is the world of the cowboy in thousands of westerns, starring John Wayne or Gary Copper. These films show the cowboy who plays cards all night, drinks a lot of whisky and is always ready to join in a fight and use his gun. But the realities of the Old West were quite different from the illusions created by Hollywood.
Cowboys were often very young illiterate and unskilled labourers. Some were peasants straight off the boat from Europe. Some were on the run from the Law. A few were Englishmen banished4 from home and others were merely drifters. One out of three was black or Mexican. The only thing they had in common was the cows they looked after.

The cowboy's job was to look after cattle either on the ranch or while driving them thousands of miles across the country to the cat​tle markets. The most important tools of the trade to a cowboy were the horse and the rope10 or lariat11. Contrary to his movie image, the cowboy seldom had to defend his honour or demonstrate his manhood with a six-shooter. Surprisingly, he has a reputation of being cruel to his horses and cattle. He had to drive the cattle 1,800 miles with no comfort. He had to endure the heat of the summer and the frosts and the deep snow of the winter. It was a difficult job keeping a herd together on an open prairie or during a thunderstorm, or getting it across a river. The cowboys were happy if 90 per cent of the animals reached the market.
THE AMERICANS AND COMPUTERS

This new servant of man is only about twenty-five years old, but it has already changed the lives of more that 200 million Americans. Wherever the citizen turns, he finds a computer working. It helps him make long-distance and local telephone calls.
Computers are also used when one reserves space on an airplane. Walk into an airline office. Before selling you a ticket, the reserva​tion clerk uses machine to record information about where you want to go and the flight number of the plane that will take you to your des​tination. This information is sent instantly to a central computer that may be many kilometres away from the airline office. Within se​conds, the computer informs the clerk whether or not there is space for you on that plane.
Such reservation systems are now in increasing use. They are also employed by hotels, by companies that rent cars, and by offices that sell tickets to theatres and sport events. The computer not only deter​mines what seats are available at what prices, but it also prints the tickets at the same time.
When you buy an automobile, a factory process, that is controlled by a computer, enables you to obtain a car with your own choice of co​lors and special features in just a few weeks' time. In medical labora​tories, computers have reduced the errors in testing, and they have saved doctors countless hours of work. Before long, medical histories of all Americans will be kept in "computer banks". If a person becomes ill far from his home, local doctors will be able to get his me​dical record immediately. In science, the computer has performed in minutes experiments which would have required thousands of hours of work by human hands and minds.
More and more Americans use computers in their daily lives. In some American schools, for example, young children are being taught by computers for part of the school day.
AMERICAN SCHOOLING

The American system of education differs somewhat from the sys​tems of other countries. It has certain peculiarities of its own which are closely connected with the specific conditions of life in the New World and the history of American society. There are free, state-sup​ported, public schools which the majority of American children attend. There are also a number of private elementary and secondary schools where a fee is charged for admission and children are accepted or rejected on the basis of an examination. These include many church-supported schools, usually Catholic, which also charge a fee. Most public schools are coeducational, that is, girls and boys study together, but a lot of the church-supported schools are for boys or girls only.

Under the United States Constitution the federal government has no power to make laws in the field of education. Thus, education remains primarily a function of the states. Each state has a Board of Education (usually 3 to 9 members elected by the public or appoin​ted by the governor), not subject to federal control. State laws determine the age of compulsory education, the length of the school year, the way in which teachers shall be certified and many of the courses which must be taught. With so much local control there is some degree of uniformity of education provided in different parts of the USA, because state and national accrediting agencies insist that certain standards be maintained and certain things be taught.
Education is compulsory for every child from the age of 6 up to the age of 16 except in Maine, New Mexico, North Dakota and Pennsylvania where it is compulsory to the age of 17 and in Nevada, Ohio, Oklahoma and Utah where children must go to school until the age of 18.


Elementary (primary) and secondary (high) schools are organized on one of two bases: eight years of elementary school and four years of secondary school, or six years of elementary, three years of junior high school and three years of senior high school.
Elementary school children in the US learn much the same things as do children of the same age in other countries. The program of studies includes English (reading, writing, spelling, grammar, composition), arithmetic (sometimes elementary algebra or plane geometry in upper grades), geography, history of the USA, and ele​mentary natural science. Physical training, music, drawing are also taught. Some schools teach a modern language, such as French, Spanish, or German.
The junior high school is a sort of halfway between elementary and secondary school. It continues some elementary school subjects, but it also introduces courses in mathematics and science, and usually gives students their first chance to study a foreign language. It usually comprises grades seven, eight and nine, although sometimes it is only grades seven and eight.
The high school prepares young people either for work immediate​ly after graduation or for more advanced study in a college or univer​sity. Although there are some technical, vocational and specialized high schools in the United States the typical high school is com​prehensive in nature. The subjects studied in elementary school are dealt with in greater detail and in more advanced form in high school. In addition one can specialize in home economics, chemistry and physics, music, humanities, automobile mechanics, etc. High school students study 4-5 major subjects a year and classes in each of them meet for an hour a day, five days a week.
The United States have the shortest school year in the world, an average of 180 days.
An important part of high school life is what is called extracurri​cular activities. The student is free to join a chorus, band or school orchestra; enter the debating team, or participate in sports of all kinds as well as a variety of social activities.
The fundamental task the US faces today is the modernization of the entire school system. It is not only to provide more and better schools, but also to re-examine the contents of the education and to bring it into line with modern requirements.
LEISURE AND ENTERTAINMENT

The intensive rhythm of life requires relaxation which can take any form. The Americans are crazy about relaxation, they indulge in all sorts of activities which provide both good exercise and mental relaxation at the same time. The Americans are very ingenious at spending their time in amusement. They pursue hob​bies, take part in sports activities, watch movies and television, listen to music, and read books and maga​zines. These and other activities contribute to the richness and diversity of American life. American cul​ture offers opportunities for various leisure activi​ties. The present chapter will give you a chance to have a glimpse of the Americans at leisure and of some aspects of American cultural life.
THE NATIONAL HOLIDAYS IN THE USA
The most interesting national holidays of the USA are Washington's Birthday (February 22), Memorial Day (May 30), Independence Day (July 4), Labour Day (First Monday in September), Thanksgiving Day (Fourth Thursday in November), Christmas' Day (December 25), and New Year's Day (January 1). Some of them are religious, some are connected with American history and one is dedicated to its working class. They are strikingly different in origin. The early colonists brought with them from England, Holland, France, cermany and many other countries the holiday customs of their homelands. These old-world traditions, transplanted to new-world soil gradually assumed a character more or less unique to the various regions of the USA.
Washington's Birthday is a great day for shoppers in addition to commemorating the birth of the United States' first President. The department stores of Washington, D. C, started a national tradition of sales marked by unusual bargains. In some states it is observed on the third Monday of February.
Memorial Day is a day honouring the dead of America's wars. Schools, offices and banks close for the day. On May 30 Cemeteries are decorated, flags are put up on the graves of army, navy and air​men, solemn services are held. It is often marked by parades that are very colourful in small towns and baseball competitions. If you lis​ten to the radio or TV on Memorial Day, you may hear many patri​otic songs, especially songs of the Civil War, and a famous speech by Abraham Lincoln, the Gettysburg Address. This Day is observed in some states on the last Monday in May.
The Fourth of July is the US Independence Day. The biggest national holiday of the United States is celebrated as the birthday of the country. Parades, tours through historical monuments, outdoor shows, boat races take place everywhere. There are sports games, lots of lively music, folk dancing and different competitions. The nation celebrates its founding with spectacular firework displays and speeches praising Americanism, "democracy", "free enterprise", etc.

Labour Day comes on the first Monday of September. It means to common Americans "the end of summer", "back to school", "vacation over", "fall clothes", "prepare for winter". It marks the end of sum​mer and the beginning of autumn. People go to the beach or moun​tains on picnics to enjoy the fine weather at the end of the summer holiday season.
Thanksgiving Day was first celebrated in 1621 by English set​tlers. Their first winter in America was very hard, over half of the settlers died. They had planted corn, the Indians showed them how to plant maize and they got a rich harvest in autumn. The colonists decided to make a holiday dinner, their leader proclaimed "a day of Thanksgiving unto the Lord" for the rich harvest. A nation​al Thanksgiving came only after the foundation of the USA. It is the fourth Thursday in November. Every year, the President writes a kind of letter to the people. He writes that the fourth Thursday in November will be a national holiday. The people can spend Thanksgiving Day with their families. Ever since the Pilgrims gave thanks for their survival in the new land in 1621, Americans have flocked to their churches to add their own prayers for their country, and then gone home for the traditional feast. The table is always loaded with many different kinds of delicious food. The main dish is the roast turkey.
Christmas is usually a one-day official holiday. It is celebrated on December 25 as the birth of Christ. It is preceded and followed by fes​tive parties and marked by special church services. Christmas is a family holiday. The people stay at home and spend the time with their families. They send cards or Christmas greetings to their friends. They wish them "A Merry Christmas". Every house tries to have a Christmas-tree, which is decorated with strings of coloured lights and bulbs. The presents for relatives and close friends are placed under the tree. Little children hang up their stockings on Christmas Eve. They believe that when they are asleep, Santa Claus comes to visit them. Usually the whole family has a big Christmas dinner which is distinguished by a plum-pudding dessert. The air is filled with the sounds of Christmas songs, the stores are decorated in red and green, dozens of Santa Clauses welcome the customers.

New Year's Eve is a time for merriment. Most Americans spend the end of the old year and the beginning of the new year celebrating with friends. One popular New Year's Eve drink is eggnog - a thick, yellow mixture of eggs, milk or cream and sugar. Champagne is often served for the midnight toast on New Year's Eve.
One of the noisiest and most crowded of New Year's Eve celebrations takes place in New York City at Times Square. Thousands of New Yorkers gather there, and millions of Americans across the country join them via TV.
After celebrating the New Year's arrival, many people spend this day quietly visiting friends, or watching TV. Two famous festivals are broadcast all over the country - the Tournament of Roses and the Mummer's Parade.
The Tournament of Roses takes place in Pasadena, California. Elaborate rose arrangements depict a different theme each year. Prizes are awarded to the cities with the most unusual and attractive floral displays.
The Mummer's Parade, which takes place in Philadelphia, is a ten-hour spectacle. It was introduced in the United States by Swedish immigrants who used to welcome the New Year by roaming the coun​tryside in costumes. Today the Mummer's Parade is more orderly but still colourful. Men dress in interesting costumes, some of them impersonate women, since no women are allowed to participate.

FATHER’S DAY

The Celebration of Dad's special day can most likely be credited to Mrs John B. Dodd who first suggested the idea of the holiday in 1909.
Her father, civil war veteran William Smart, was widowed when his wife died in childbirth with their sixth child. Despite the obvious hardships, Mr Smart proceeded to raise his children by himself.
It was not until Sonora Dodd became an adult that she realized the strength and selflessness her father had shown in raising his children as a single parent. The original date chosen for the holiday was June 5, Mr Smart's birthday, however the celebration was postponed until June 19, the third Sunday in June, because there was not enough time to prepare.
At about the same time in various towns and cities across America other people were beginning to celebrate a Father's Day. In early times, wearing flowers was a traditional way of celebrating this day. Mrs Dodd favoured the red rose to honour a father still living, while a white flower honoured a deceased1 dad.
In 1924 President Calvin Coolidge supported the idea of a nation​al Father's Day, but it never became official until  1966 when President Lyndon Johnson signed the presidential proclamation that set aside the third Sunday of June as Father's Day.
SPORTS IN THE USA
Sport in the USA is a complex, many-sided phenomenon. Like many other aspects of American life sport is one of the most profitable goods on the American market. It has become a social institution which influences education, economics, art, international relations. It is widely used in American political life. Many famous sportsmen participate in Presidential election campaigns attracting attention to the candidates' tours and meetings with Americans.
Interest in sport has grown steadily in the US since a survey in 1956 showed that American children were much less fit than similar European children. A special council on fitness was set up by President Eisenhower and each succeeding president has supported the council's work. Ironically, since the programme began with con​cern for children, it is the adults who have continued their interest in fitness. There is now concern that today's children in the US with their fondness for television and video games, are getting less exercise than ever.
Many communities maintain tennis courts, swimming pools and golf courses for public use. Seldom more than an hour's drive from any American town are facilities for camping, hiking, fishing, boating, swimming and horseback riding. Hunting is very popular in the USA and is pursued over large areas, including some close to the metropolitan centres. Where the climate and terrain permit, there are many places set up for water-skiing, surfboarding, ice-skating, skiing, snowmobiling and mountain climbing. The one sport that draws more participants than any other in America is bowling. Men, women and children make up teams rolling heavy balls down a hard​wood-surfaced "lane" toward ten standing "pins". For the more adventurous there are wilderness trips deep into primeval America by boat, on horseback or on foot.
Americans are partisans of a number of colourful sports that are unlike those in other countries. The most popular kinds of profes​sional sport are American football, baseball, basketball, boxing, rugby, hockey, horse and automobile racing. Most games are shown on television, and the camerawork is so skilful that the thrilling events can be followed even if you know nothing about the game.
In the USA football is the most popular sport in autumn. The game originated as a college sport. It is still played by almost every college and university in the country. There are professional football teams in nearly all the major cities of the United States. This ferocious game is quite unlike the game of the same name played elsewhere. The players are dressed in plastic armour - helmets, face masks, bulky shoulder-and hip-padding, because the game is rough. The matches are accompanied by uniformed bands, cheerleaders, pretty girls dressed in short skirts, knee-high red leather boots and military-look​ing white jackets who dance and lead the cheering and rouse the crowd to noisy enthusiasm.
Baseball is played throughout the spring and summer. It is often called the "national pastime". Not only boys, high school and college teams play baseball, but it is played by grown men as amateurs and by professionals. The World Series is the culmination of the profession​al season - a few days during which, for baseball fans and readers of newspapers, normal activities take a back seat while attention is focused on the outcome of the championship. Heroes in baseball are talked about and remembered as perhaps in no other sport.
Basketball is a winter sport in American schools and colleges. It is more popular here than in other countries. Many Americans pre​fer it to football because it is an indoor game and faster than foot​ball

In addition to road racing by sport cars, there is a good deal of car racing on oval tracks by a variety of vehicles. The most famous is the annual 500-mile race round the speedway at Indianapolis, Indiana. A few tracks occasionally offer a strange event called a demolition derby, in which drivers of a dozen or so old cars endeavour to smash one another into junk until only one car - the winner's - remains mobile.
But as much as Americans like to engage in sports or to watch games being played, they seem to have fully as much fun reading and talking about it. The subject of sports is as inexhaustible as the enthusiasm of its lovers.
AMERICAN THEATER

The American theater is over two hundred years old, but American drama became American only in the 20th century when such prominent playwrights as Eugene O'Neill, Robert Sherwood and others began their creative work. At the beginning American drama was strongly influenced by European models. The American theater reflects the variety of the American scene; it ranges from folk ele​ments to decadence, from the description of almost primitive con​ditions to psychological drama.
The center of the US theatrical world is in a section of New York City on and near Broadway. It is the aim of every talented actor, pro​ducer and playwright to get to Broadway. Success on Broadway gua​rantees success elsewhere.
Broadway is a wide avenue cutting through New York's Manhattan Island as a diagonal. Broadway is a mass of glittering lights and advertising signs. This center of theatrical life still keeps its leading position but the taste of the audience has changed. People show more interest about entertaining shows than about serious drama. Theater-goers come mostly from the well-to-do circles of society who can afford the price of the ticket. A visit to Broadway has become a sign of prestige.
Unlike other countries, there is no nationally subsidized thea​ter in the United States. Broadway theaters are rented to producers who hire directors and actors. As the rents are very high, the plays must attract large audiences willing to buy expensive tickets. Experimental plays have not been successful on Broadway. Most Broadway theater-goers seem to prefer musicals and sophisticated dramas or comedies featuring one or two highly paid stars.
American theater goes through a period of crisis. To put a Broadway show costs an enormous amount of money at least four times more than in London. Few producers are able to take the huge financial risk if the play turns out a failure. The Broadway theater is a truly commercial enterprise and to ensure success the producer must get a big famous star under contract. The performance is on for several years and, of course, it tells on the quality of the production.
As a reaction to the crisis in 1952 a new theater was formed - the Living Theater which produced experimental plays by new play​wrights. It split away from Broadway and became known as the Off-Broadway theater. It used no stars and therefore had no problems with actors. Yet soon Off-Broadway began to imitate Broadway. It was difficult to survive under the circumstances and the number of productions grew smaller, their quality went down. As a result of this another trend came into being - Off-Off-Broadway. Off-Off-Broadway theaters perform in coffee-houses, offices, stores and even churches. Most of the actors and producers are young amateurs, they are not paid, but at least they can get their plays staged and have their first theater experience. During the performances the actors speak to the members of the audience trying to persuade them to react in one or another way. The performances are free of charge.
America's most important playwrights are considered to be Eugene O'Neill, Thornton Wilder, Lillian Hellman, Tennessee Williams and Edward Albee. Eugene O'Neill was the first important American playwright of serious, nonmusical drama. He received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1936, and he was the only dramatist to win the Pulitzer Prize in drama four times. Among his best known plays are Anna Christie, Desire Under the Elms, and Long Day's Journey into Night.
The theater and television in the US influence each other to some extent. Television plays are sometimes expanded to stage plays, but more often stage plays are adapted for shorter television plays where quick change of scenery is easily provided.
HIGHER EDUCATION
About 12 million students currently attend schools of higher educa​tion in the USA. The United States leads all industrial nations in the proportion of its young men and women who receive higher educa​tion. Why is it so? What motivates a middle-income family with two children to take loans for up to 120,000$ so that their son and daugh​ter can attend private universities for four years? Why would both parents in a low-income family take jobs to support their three child​ren at a state university - each at an annual cost of 4,000$?
Americans place high value on higher education. This attitude goes back to the country's oldest political traditions. People in the United States believe in the bond between education and democracy.
Out of the more than three million students who graduate from high school each year, about one million go on for "higher education". Simply by being admitted into one of the most respected universities in the United States, a high school graduate achieves a degree of suc​cess. A college at a leading university might receive applications from two per cent of these high school graduates, and then accept only one out of every ten who apply. Successful applicants at such colleges are usually chosen on the basis of their high school records, recommen​dations from their high school teachers, the impression they make during interviews at the university, and their scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT).
There is no national system of higher education in the United States. Instead, there are about 3,000 separate institutions ranging from two-year "junior" (community) colleges and technical insti​tutes to universities. They may be small or large, rural or urban, pri​vate or public, religious or secular; highly selective or open to all.
Basically, American higher education developed its own pattern by adaptation of two traditions: the collegiate tradition of England and the university tradition of the Continent.
The American college is an institution which has no counterpart in Europe. It offers courses of instruction over a four-year period, grants a Bachelor's degree and prepares the student for a job. As part of a university a college leads to a Master's or Doctor's degree. There are also Junior and Community Colleges from which students may enter many professions or go to four-year colleges or universities.
Students have to pay to go to both private and State universities. The first universities were developed by private charitable organiza​tions. Of the nation's nearly 1,900 four-year institutions of higher learning, 1,200 are privately controlled. Private universities are gene​rally smaller but very expensive. Tuition fees for attending the uni​versity, books for classes, and dormitory costs are high. Every young person who enters a higher educational institution can get financial assistance. If a student borrows money from special funds, he should repay it with interest after he finishes his education. Needy students are awarded grants which they do not have to repay. Scholarships are given when a student is doing exceptionally well at school. Some students take part-time jobs in the evenings and on week​ends, others look for summer employment to pay for their studies.
There is no clear distinction in terms of quality of education offered between the institutions. However, this is not to say that all institutions enjoy equal prestige. The factors determining whether an institution is one of the best, or one of lower prestige, are: quality of teaching faculty and research facilities, amount of funding available for libraries, special programmes, etc., and how selective the institu​tion can be in choosing its students. The universities with the highest reputation are: California University, Catholic University of America, Cornell University, Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, Columbia University, Stanford University, Chicago University, Wisconsin University, Yale University. The best-known of all is Harvard University, Massachusetts, which was founded in 1636.
The methods of instruction in the universities are lectures, dis​cussions and work in laboratory. The academic year is usually of nine months duration, or two semesters of four and a half months each. During the first two years at most colleges and universities students usually follow general courses in the arts or sciences and then choose a major - the subject or area of studies in which they concentrate. There are no final examinations and students receive a degree if they have collected enough credits in a particular subject.
American universities and colleges are usually built as a separate complex, called "campus", with teaching blocks, libraries, dormito​ries, and many other facilities grouped together on one site, often on the outskirts of the city. Some universities are comprised of many campuses.
WALT DISNEY

Walt Disney (1901-1966) was responsible for some of the most magical movies ever made. At first, he produced only cartoons. Then came live-action feature movies and nature movies involving animals in human-like dramas. There was plenty of excitement. Disney films were made for family audiences, who knew that good would triumph in the end. The famous Disney signature on a movie guaranteed it.
Young Walt spent much of his boyhood on a farm in the Midwest. Later, he took classes to learn to draw cartoons, hoping-eventually to work for a newspaper.
After World War I, he found work drawing figures for animated advertising movies. Soon he set up his own movie company. He had clear ideas of what he wanted, and of what would succeed with the public.
In 1928 came the first Mickey Mouse movie, Steamboat Willie. It was the earliest cartoon with sound, and Disney himself provided Mickey’s voice. Other much-loved characters - Donald Duck, Goofy and Pluto, all Disney's own inventions - soon followed. The Silly Symphonies series included the first cartoon in color.

The first full-length animation was Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Many more over the next four decades proved just as popular. The most spectacular was probably Fantasia, which gave animated interpretations of musical classics. Disney nature movies enchanted audiences everywhere.
Disneyland, the huge amusement park Disney created in 1955 in California, has been a major tourist attraction since it first opened. The Disney Studio continued producing movies after the death of its founder. Wherever American movies are shown, the name "Disney" still draws the crowds.
AWARDING OSCARS

The annual awards of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences are commonly known as Oscars. They are among the film industry`s most coveted prizes. Various people claim to have given the name Oscar to the symbolic statuette presented to winners, including Academy librarian Margaret Herrick who, as popular story goes, thought that the statuette resembled her uncle Oscar and said so. But the origin of the name has never been definitely determined. The gold-plated bronze human figure, which is 13.5 inches tall and weighs 8.5 pounds, was created by American sculptor George Stanley. A naked knight holding a sword stands on a reel of film whose spokes represent the five original branches of the Academy; actors, directors, writers, technicians, producers.

All the 5,000 members of the Academy participate in voting for the annual awards. They get to vote for nominees for Best Picture, The other nominees are selected only by those who work in their spe​cialized areas (that is, actors select actors, directors select directors, and so on). The members of each group nominate up to five individu​als who, they feel, have demonstrated excellence in their respective areas. From among these nominees all academy members select the winners by secret ballot. Every year in February the American press publishes the titles of films which have been chosen for the competi​tion. But it is not until the fourth week of March that the winners become known to general public.
On the presentation day there is a magnificent show in the Los Angeles Music Centre. Awards are given for the best motion picture, to the best male and female actors in both leading and supporting roles, for the best script, for music, etc. Foreign films can participate in the competition, too. Russian films "War and Peace", "Moscow Does not Believe in Tears", and "The Siberian Barber" have been awarded Oscars by the Academy. Excellence in technical disciplines is also recognized, including costume design, sound and visual effects. Special or hon​orary awards are given for distinguished careers in film industry.
The annual presentation of the prizes is known as "Oscar night". Its television broadcasts began in 1953 and today attract a worldwide audience. The Oscars occur every year at the same time and there are so many strict rules and regulations connected with it that the cere​mony has become a sort of ritual.
As many as 300 limousines are reserved up to a year in advance for the "grand entrances" by the stars. After stepping out of their cars, Hollywood celebrities parade down a red carpet between two rows of fans. There are a lot of television cameras and photographers from all over the world. Every participant in the ceremony wears formal clothes, tuxedos and evening gowns. Some actors consider the event too pompous and do not accept the invitation for the ceremony.
A special official who is in charge of 22 sealed envelopes, brings them to the awards and hands them to the presenters just before the winners are announced. The presenters now come on the stage, open the envelopes and say "and the Oscar goes to...". These are the most thrilling moments for both the nominees and the audience.
MUSIC

Since the United States were settled largely by Europeans, it is not surprising that classical music and folk-songs were brought over from the continent. Scottish and Irish ballads, German folksongs have been sung in America by so many generations and so often that many Americans do not even know that these songs are of foreign ori​gin. However, America produced its own music. Railroad workers, the men in lumber camps, cowboys had their songs about work, life and love.
American music has also assimilated the peculiar rhythm of African music growing into the American reality together with the Negro slaves. Negro music was greatly influenced by Puritan hymns, resulting in Negro hymns "spirituals", which are considered the highest achievement of American folk art. In the 19th century Negro lyric songs "blues" spread among the white population. Negro musi​cal folklore preserved the rhythm and intonations of African music, but it was created in America and acquired new features. The usual themes of blues pieces are unhappy love, alienation, self-pity, or long​ing for home. Blues has had a great influence on the development of jazz, rock, and other types of modern music. The most popular mod​ern blues musicians are Bessie Smith, Muddy Waters and В. В. King.
At the end of the 19th century the first symphonic orchestras were formed in the USA. At the turn of the centuries, the first opera house "Metropolitan Opera" was opened in New York. At the same time a new, truly American genre appeared - the musical, which combined the best features of the European operetta and American music. It became very popular and over the years has shown its ability to exist side by side with other musical genres. Authors try to use the libret​to, songs and dances to achieve a real dramatic effect. The best exam​ples are Loewe's My Fair Lady and Bernstein's West Side Story. The latter is a good example of the new form. Although it was the old pat​tern of musical comedies - love between a boy and a girl, the end is tragic - the boy is killed. Set in New York City, it shows hostile rela​tionships and clashes between Puerto Ricans and native New Yorkers, resembling the story of Romeo and Juliet, but with a modern racial colouring.
In the 20th century another break took place in American music, again under the influence of national music. Jazz was perhaps the Negro's greatest contribution to American music. It emerged as a result of all kinds of rhythmical and melodic experiments. Jazz was free of convention and written arrangements. It has been made popu​lar all over the country by such men as Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington. Scott Fitzgerald called the 20s of this century the "Jazz Age". Even serious composers like George Gershvin in America, and Stravinsky and Ravel in Europe were influenced by American jazz. George Gershvin used Negro themes and jazz elements in symphonic pieces. Porgie and Bess (1936) is the best example of a true unity of national roots and professional culture.
Thirty years after jazz another kind of popular music appeared -big beat (big rhythm). In 1954 the disc jockey Alan Freed started to broadcast the Negro rhythm-and-blues records. He called this music Rock-and-roll after an old blues "My Baby Rocks Me in a Steady Roll". White musicians began to imitate this music. The big white stars were Elvis Presley and Chuck Berry. Rock-'n-roll conquered Europe. Among the imitators of Chuck Berry was a group from Liverpool who called themselves "The Beatles."
American "pop" music abounds in different trends and styles, but Americans have varied musical interests and at least 25 per cent are devotees of classical music. Boston, Philadelphia and San Francisco symphony orchestras are famous all over the country and abroad.

In my opinion America  is a wonderful country with interesting history and I want to visit it very much.
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