Flora and Fauna of Taimir.

The main part of the peninsula is covered by the tundra. In northern Taimir there is the Arctic tundra and desert land, to the south of it are the typical grass tundra lands and south of that the bush tundra. In the south scientists have counted 250 varieties of plant life, while on cape Cheluskin there are only 60. All in all there are 360 kinds of plants. Summer is very short here that is why plants grow actively, covering the tundra with many bright colours. On the sunny side there are many flowers. Tundra plants are very rich in bloom. They emit a fragrant aroma and attract many bugs. The lichen is good food for the reindeer. Autumn colours appear in the tundra in the second half of August. Cloudberries, blueberries are ripe and there are many different mushrooms. 
The fauna on Taimir is not very varied. There are now 14 varieties of animals in the tundra and the off-shore islands. The largest is the Polar bear and the smallest is a mouse. Game animals include polar fox, ermine, weasel, wolf, wolverine and wild reindeer. The main fur animal is the polar fox. Only here it builds its underground labyrinths. It mainly hunts field-mice and lemmings. The wild reindeer is a very important animal in the tundra. There are close to 450 thousand of them. On the Putorana plateau one can meet unique animal - the snow goat. The inhabitants of the polar waters include seal, sea hare, walrus. At the end of the summer the white whale appears.

The bird world in this area has always been richer than the animal one. In winter there are few birds here, mainly partridge. But in spring the tundra comes alive. Such rare birds as the redcrop goose and the pink sea-gull nest on Taimir. The oldest inhabitant of Taimir is the loon. There are three species of this bird- the black-crop, polar, redcrop. The largest bird is the tundra swan (10 kg) and the smallest is the cliff-chaff (10 grams). There are 87 varieties of birds in the tundra. The queen of the tundra is the snowy owl. Stony hills are its most popular places.

Taimir is rich and attractive, its flora and fauna are unique. And it must be preserved for future generations.
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