Norilsk Mining and Metallurgical Company (Trans Polar Division).

The Norilsk Nickel concern was set up in 1989. It consisted of the Joint Stock Company “Norilsk Kombinat” ,the Pecheneganickel Integrated Works, the Krasnoyarsk plant of non-ferrous metals,the Olenegorsk machine plant, the Severonickel Integrated Works and the institute “Gipronickel”. These enterprises are related on the basis of common technology of processing copper-nickel, sulphide ores and represent an integrated production complex. Norilsk Nickel produces 20% of the world's nickel and around 40% of the world’s non-ferrous and precious metals. 

The Joint stock company Norilsk Kombinat was registered in l994. It is the main resource base of the RAO Norilsk Nickel. Later it was reconstructed into Norilsk mining and metallurgical company (trans polar division). 

The building of the Norilsk Kombinat began in 1935, and in 1939 the first hundreds of tons of unrefined nickel were produced by the Metallurgical Plant. Some years passed and the Kombinat became one of the biggest metallurgical enterprises in our country. Now it is a multibranch industrial unit represented by:

· geological division

· 4 underground mines and one open pit

· 2 concentrators and a sintering plant

· 3 metallurgical plants and PGM concentrator

· other auxiliary services

It operates at three copper-nickel sulphide ore deposits: Norilsk 1, Talnakhskoye and Oktyabrskoye. Oktyabrskoye and Talnakhskoye deposits are worked out through Oktyabrsky mine, Taimyrsky mine and Komsomolsky mine. The deposit is mined starting at the depth of 300-500 m with further lowering to 1800-2000 m. Underground mine Zapolyarny and the open pit Medvezhy Ruchei work out the deposit Norilsk-1. 

Cathode copper, cathode nickel, fire and electrolytic cobalt, PGM concentrates, technical silver, technical selenium and selenium and tellurium of extra purity, lump sulphur are commercial products of Norilsk Kombinat. About 85% of nickel and cobalt, 70% of copper and more than 90% of platinum group metals of Russia are produced in Norisk. 

Norilsk Complex was awarded with the Order of Lenin in 1965, the Order of the Labour Red Banner in 1976, the Order of the October Revolution in 1985 for introduction of highly technological processes and construction of new production facilities.
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