Across our dark past                                                                                      to better future

“History is made by personalities”  

Plan

1.Terrible historical events

2.The dark side of the history: facts.

3.Who is guilty?

4.Notorious personalities.

5.”All you need is love!”

1.

At the dawn of the history the primitive peoples on the planet Earth began their long path to the progress and prosperity. Of course people reached the high level of civilization from ancient times up to the twenty first century. But alongside the new discoveries and important inventions, global cultural events and progressive reforms we can’t help paying our attention at a great number of various terrible facts in the history of a human race such as different conquests and bloody revolutions, slave rebellions and civil wars, atomic bombing and Hitler’s fascism, World wars and acts of terrorism.

The facts and phenomena, listed above, show us that the more a human race was making a progress, the more terrible and cruel crimes it was committing. Different nations at different times in different countries have become victims of different political tyrants and criminals. Here are only some but the most shameful ones in our history.

















2.

Many people, cities and countries were involved in the process of complete destruction.

Slavery was the first and the most inhuman form of exploitation. It was first widely spread in the Roman Empire. No other country in the ancient world had so many slaves as Rome did. 

А lot of people became rich from the slave trade.

Enslavement and exploitation of the countless African men, women and children brought much prosperity not only to people but also to different cities.

Such cities as Liverpool and Bristol grew rich on the profits of the slave trade turning а blind eye to the cruelty and the suffering involved.

 Racism was another form of inhumanity. A lot of people didn’t have any human rights in the colonial world.

During а long period of time such countries as India, Ireland, Jamaica, America, Singapore were British colonies.

For example in 1901 the British Empire had expanded so much that it included one fifth of the total population in the world.

But maybe the worst history’s horrors are connected with different wars: civil wars, wars for independence and no doubt two World Wars.

The Second World War killed а lot of people of different nationalities and а great number of children on an unprecedented scale Children were massacred, together with their families, when the German army invaded the Soviet Union, Poland and other countries. They perished in the death camps and the transports. They were incinerated in allied bombing raids. They froze in the mass fight from the advancing soldiers in 1943-1945. Children even assimilated the horrors around them into their games to а degree that can seem shocking to adults.  

And at last the twenty’s century was famous for cruel crimes which were committed by notorious criminals like Chikatilo. People were shocked by the cruelty and inhumanity of the crimes, which they called “The crimes of the century”.

Why have so many different and cruel crimes been committed? Why were people of different nations and countries involved in the process of destruction? 

Couldn’t they find another way out except the way of violence? Who should we blame for history’s worst horrors? 

3.

Who should feel guilty and remorse? Why doesn’t progress make civilizations more civilized?   

Analyzing different historical events, we’ve made а conclusion that every historical event was connected with а notorious personality. There has always been а person who had been misleading people and had been forcing to make wrong actions to name just а few random personalities who made а strong influence on the world’s history and even changed it: Ivan the Terrible, William the Conqueror, Julius Caesar, Lenin, Stalin, Hitler…and others.    

We try to personalize the blame as if it were the fault of just a few madmen. But of course in general it was whole societies, including advanced ones like Germany, that embraced or tolerated madness. What they had in common was that they sought totalitarian solutions rather than freedom.

“The history is made by personalities”,-the famous philosopher said.

We are apt to agree with him.

If we had to pick a two-word summation, it would be the definite personality was guilty.

4.

Ivan the Terrible

He was born when the weather was terrible: the lightning was flashing and roars of thunder were heard everywhere. During this night there was an awful storm and the fires were outbursting. People received this as a sign of forthcoming evil and misfortune. 

Ivan the Terrible was brought up by Shuiskii Princes. They were too loyal to the little boy, fulfilled all his wishes, praised and spoiled him, encouraging his bad habits. For example little Ivan liked to torture animals, dropping them down from the height.

Stalin 

He was born in Georgia in a family of a shoemaker.

His father was a rude and aggressive person, who liked to drink alcohol. He often punished his son.

The doctor Kipshidze remembers how he saw being drunken Stalin’s father hit the boy and dropped him on the floor.

Thus little Stalin spent his childhood in the atmosphere of violence. Nevertheless, he was a very proud man with great egotism.

Hitler

His father was married three times.
When Stalin was a schoolboy, he couldn’t pass an examination at school. He pretended that he was ill and his mother let him not to attend school.

During the War, he was badly wounded. The consequences from gas attack influenced on his psychology. Later he was cured by hypnosis( but we think it was not resultive).

Chikatilo
Chikatilo, who was а notorious killer, spent his childhood in the village Yablochnoe. He was considered to be а kind, sensitive and patient boy. His teacher in German told he had been good at languages but different and not accurate. Other teachers characterized him as а calm, good pupil but rude with the girls.

Being а teenager he dreamt to become а famous politician and work at Kremlin. But he didn’t manage even to enter the Moscow University because his family was not politically reliable.

Chikatilo’s father was considered to be а traitor and due to this Andrei had а lot of complexes.

His addiction to murders first appeared at the age of 15-16.

And in general he committed 55 terrible murders.

Learning the biographies of the recited people we can clearly see that their family problems, different personal complexes and а hard childhood was а productive soil for growing up bad habits, addictions and different obsessions. We think all the roots of various crimes are laid in personal and family problems. In general we can distinguish three main facts which make а bad influence on а personal character:
1. family problems and bad upbringing  

2. lack of love in the family

3. bad genetics

5.

All the notorious personalities, listed above, had а hard childhood, cruel fathers or bad tutors. As а result they had а lot of different complexes. Besides their fathers’ misconduct played а bad role in the process of forming а character.

Taking into our consideration the fact of bad genetics we can clearly see the causes of future crimes which led to the cruelty, violence, aggression and extermination of people.

What can we do to avoid such terrible events in our future life?

We should pay more attention to children’s upbringing.

In our opinion parents shouldn’t forget that “all we need is love”.

2.The Norman Invasion of Britain in 1066.





3.Slave rebellions in Rome and America.





12.The atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Nagasaki.





4.The colonial world existed up to the 20th century.





5.The American Civil War in 1860s.





6.The First World War in 1914.





7.Two revolutions in Russia in 1905 and 1917.





8.Hitler’s fascism, which have spread across different countries.





9.Mao’s cultural revolution in China.





10.The holocaust of Jews during the Second World War.





11.Stalin’s repressions in 1930s-1950s.





1.The Roman Conquest of different countries around the Mediterranean Sea in the first century B.C.





13.Terrible acts of terrorism nowadays.











