FANTASTIC Mr. FOX
CHAPTERS 1-2

Checking Comprehension

1. Answer the following questions.

1. How many farmers were there in the valley?

2. What sort of farmers were their owners?

3. Why was Boggis enormously fat?

4. What did he eat every day?

5. How tall was Bunce?

6. What sort of a man was he?

7. What was Bunce’s everyday food?
8. What was Bean like?

9. Where did the Foxes live?

10. Who provided them with food?

11. What way did Mr Fox manage their living?

12. Did the farmers like Mr Fox?

13. Why did the farmers hide in dark places somewhere on their farms every day?

14. What helped Mr Fox avoid meeting with the farmers?

15. What did farmers want to do with Mr Fox?

2. Say whether the statement is true or false. Correct the false one.
1. The owners of the farms had done badly.

2. Boggis kept thousands of ducks.

3. Bunce was a duck-and-goose farmer.

4. He mashed the livers into a paste and then stuffed it into the doughnuts.

5. This diet made Bunce a tender person.

6. Bean was a turkey-and-apple farmer.

7. He ate his turkeys stuffed with apples.

8. He was as thin as a pencil.

9. Mr. Fox and Mrs. Fox had four small foxes.

10. Every morning Mr. Fox left his family to provide them with some delicious food.
Working with Vocabulary and Grammar

1. Fill in the gaps with prepositions where necessary.
1. ___every evening Mr. Fox would creep ___ ___ the valley ___ the darkness ___ the night.

2. Boggis ate three boiled chickens smothered ___ dumplings ___ breakfast, lunch and supper.

3. Bunce’s chin would have been underwater ___ the shallow end ___ any swimming-pool ___ world.
4. The wind could carry ___ the smell ___ the hidden man ___ Mr. Fox’s nose ___ far ___.

5. Mr. Fox would smell ___ him ___  ___ fifty yards ___ and quickly change ___ direction.

2. Say what italicized words mean.

1. Boggis was a chicken farmer.

2. He ate chickens smothered with dumplings.

3. Bunce mashed the livers into a disgusting paste and stuffed it into the doughnuts.
4. Bean drank gallons of strong cider.

3. Match the world in the columns ( according to the text )

1 enormously fat                     a) a huge tree
2 to change                              b) cider

3 strong                                   c) the robber

4 wild with                              d) a chicken farmer

5 beast                                     e) temper

6 under                                    f) the night

7 to catch                                 g) direction

8 darkness of                           h) paste

9 disgusting                             i) the orchard

10 the apples                           j) rage

Discussing the Story
     1. In the first chapter there are such author’s words: ‘Any men you can meet are      as nasty and mean as the three farmers were.’ Do you agree with this statement? Do you think there are people who are generous and grateful in all situations?
     2. Imagine you are one of the three farmers. Would you hate Mr. Fox? Why? What would you do with Mr. Fox if you caught him? Would you kill him or choose another punishment for him?

    3. Was the Fantastic Mr. Fox a burglar, a robber, a thief or a crook according to the farmers’ mind? What’s your opinion? Prove your answer.

CHAPTERS 3-4
Checking Comprehension
1    Answer the following questions.

1.  How many ducks wanted Mrs. Fox for supper?

2.  Why did Mr. Fox tell Mrs. Fox not to worry about him?

3.  What did the three farmers want to do with Mr. Fox?

4.  Did the shooting of a gun kill Mr. Fox?
5.  How did Mr. Fox manage to save his life when he saw the barrel of a gun?

6.  What way did the three farmers decide to catch him?

7.  Why did Mr. Fox look very glum?

8.  What way did Mr. Fox find?

9.  Did Mr. Fox and his family manage to save themselves after three farmers had   begun digging them out?                           

10. Why did Mrs. Fox consider her husband as a fantastic fox?

2   Put the sentences in the right order.

1.  There was no chance of the three farmers being ‘smelled out”.

2.  Mr. Fox poked his long handsome face out.

3.  Mr. Fox had an idea- digging the tunnel.

4.  Mrs. Fox wanted two fat ducks for supper.

5.  Bean picked up the tattered remains of a fox’s tail.

6.  Mrs. Fox was afraid her children to be killed.

7.  Suddenly Mr. Fox saw the barrel of a gun.

8.  Mrs. Fox admired her husband.

9.  Mr. Fox heard the scrapening of digging shovels.

10. They all sat down, panting for breath.

Working with Vocabulary and Grammar

1   Say what the italicized words mean.

1.  Mr. Fox poked his long handsome face out of the hole.

2.  He saw a small silver speck of moonlight shining on a surface.

3.  The sight of the tail’s stump made Mr. Fox look very glum.

4.  Gradually the scrunching and scraping became fainter.
2   Fill in the gaps with prepositions where necessary.
1.  Mr. Fox told Mrs. Fox not to worry ___ him.

2.  The three farmers were just outside ___ the entrance ___ the hole.

3.  They made sure that the wind wasn’t blowing ___ them ___ the fox’s hole.

4.  Mr. Fox crept ___ ___ the dark tunnel ___ the mouth ___ his hole.

5.  He flattened his body ___ the ground.

6.  He jumped ___ ___ his hole.

7. “It was the finest tail ___ miles ___!” said Mrs. Fox.

8.  Boggis, Bunce and Bean were digging them ___.

9.  Mrs. Fox was awake  ___ one second.

10. The Small Fox’s eyes were huge ___ fright.

11. They started to dig ___ dear life.

12. If it wasn’t ___ Mr. Fox all family would be dead ___ now.

3   Match the words in two columns (according to the text).

	1.  murky
	a   shining

	2.  a couple of
	b   remains

	3.  panting for
	c   hours

	4.  tattered
	d   a gun

	5.  barrel of
	e   breath

	6.  moonlight
	f   direction

	7.  dear
	g   danger

	8.  handsome
	h   life

	9.  opposite
	i   wood

	10. the scent of
	g   face


Discussing the Story
1   Answer the following questions.

1. Did fantastic Mr. Fox think only about his children’s lives, not about his own one? How would you behave yourself if you were Mr. Fox? 

2. Do you like foxes as a type of animals? Do you want to take part in protecting them? Or would you like to take part in traditional autumn Fox Hunting? Can the result of this tradition be extinction of foxes as a type of animals? 

3. Why was Mr. Fox so fantastic? What did he do in the situation when there was no moment to lose? Have you ever been in a similar situation? Describe it.
CHAPTERS  5-6
Checking Comprehension
1    Answer the following questions.

1.  Why were Boggis, Bunce and Bean digging without rest? 

2.  Which of the three farmers offered the idea of digging? 

3.  Why was Bean so deaf?

4.  Why did the farmers need caterpillar tractors? 

5.  Why was the fox’s tunnel getting shorter?

6.  What did Mr. Fox decide to do?

7.  Did the farmers stop for lunch?

8.  Why were the farmers so keen to finish their affair?

9.  Why did the people rush to the hill? 

10. What was the hill like in the end?

2   Put the sentences in the right order.

1.  Bean offered to use mechanical shovels.

2.  People came to see the crater.

3.  A sort of madness had taken hold of the three men.

4.  Two caterpillar tractors came clanking into the wood.

5.  Boggis, Bunce and Bean were fed up with digging.

6.  People laughed at Boggis, Bunce and Bean.

7.  The hole they had dug was like the crater of a volcano.

8.  Down in the hole Mrs. Fox was thinking it was an earthquake.

9.  The three farmers decided not to give up until they had caught the fox.

10. The Foxes began to dig for their lives. 
Vocabulary and Grammar
   1 Change the sentences to the reported speech.
        1. ‘Dang and blast!’ said Boggis. ‘Whose idea was these?’

        2. ‘We can’t get him by digging. I’ve had enough of it,’ said the fat Boggis.
        3. Bunce looked up at Bean and said: ’Have you got any more stupid ideas?’
        4. Bean said: ‘Bunce and I will go and fetch our machinery.’

        5. Bean said: ‘If he tries to get out, shoot him.’

        6. ‘What’s happening, Dad?’ cried the small foxes.

        7.’I think we’re close!’ shouted Boggis.
        8. ‘Keep going, my darling,’ panted Mr. Fox. ‘Don’t give up!’
        9. ‘We’re coming to get you now!’ yelled Bunce.

        10 ‘You must be mad!’ said people.

2. Fill in the gaps with the correct forms of the verbs

	admit     dig     have     be     work     stare
happen     take(x2)     bite     fall


        1. As the sun rose the next morning, the farmers  ___ still ___.
        2. Boggis and Bunce both ___ at Bean.

        3. The two farmers had to ___ that this was a pretty good idea.

        4. ‘All right then,’ Bean said, ____ charge.
        5. The machines went ___, ___ mouthfuls of soil out of the hill.

        6. On all sides, trees ___ ___ and the noise ___ deafening.

        7. A sort of madness ___ ___  hold of the three men.

        8. ‘You ___ ___ your last chicken!’ yelled Boggis.

3. Translate from Russian into English.

        1. Они были очень усталыми и рассерженными.

        2. Это была совершенно замечательная мысль, и остальные вынуждены были с этим согласиться.

        3. Машины начали работать, выгрызая землю из холма огромными ковшами.

        4. Во все стороны летели камни и валились деревья; стоял оглушающий шум.

        5. И вот началась отчаянная гонка машин с лисами.

        6. Однажды лисы на самом деле увидели острый металлический край одной из лопат, когда она проскребла землю прямо позади них.

        7. Фермеры не останавливались, чтобы перекусить; они страстно желали довести дело до конца.

        8. Фермеры надрывали моторы машин, заставляя механические лопаты работать с ужасающей скоростью.   

        9. Это было из ряда вон выходящее зрелище, так что толпы  людей из окрестных деревень устремились посмотреть на него.
        10. Но это только делало фермеров более яростными, упрямыми и решительными как никогда.  

Discussing the Story

1. Could you offer any ideas of getting Mr. Fox out except or besides Bean’s one?

2. Have you ever been in charge of something or somebody? Describe the situation.

3. Have you ever fought for your life (not just with the help of the fists). Describe your state and feelings.
4. Who do you consider will win the race in the end, the three farmers with their mechanical power or Mr. Fox with his excellent brain?
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