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The English language is One of the Richest Languages in the World. 

Language belongs to each of us. Everyone uses words. What is about language that makes people so curious? The answer is that there is almost nothing in our lives that is not touched by language.We all speak and we all listen: so we are all interested in the origin of words, in how they appear and die.

Nowadays 780mln people all over the world use English.Of all the 2700 world languages English is one of the richest. It has a vocabulary of about 500 000 words. There are several ways to add new words to the language. One of them is by borrowing words from other languages. It is clear now what Daniel Defoe meant when he called English a hybrid, “Roman-Saxon-Danish-Norman English”. Let us have a quick glance at the early history of the making the English language. 

In the early days of history the British Isles were inhabited by the Celts. The Celts were natives of the British Isles long before the English. The Celts had their own language, which is still spoken by people living in Wales. And though many changes happened on the British Isles, some Celtic words are still used in the English language. 

In the 1st century of our era Romans came to Britain, they ruled the country for 400 years. So, many Latin words came later into English language through Celts, because the Romans spoke Latin. At the beginning of the 5th century the Romans left the islands. They had to save their own country from barbarians. In the 5th century the Germanic tribes of Angles, Saxons and Jutes invaded the misty fertile island. Some of the native Britons were killed, many others fled from the invaders “as from fire” into the hilly parts of the country. Angles, Saxons and Jutes spread all over the fertile lands of the Isles. As historians write, “the English language arrived in Britain on the point of a sword”! The people of that time of the history are called Anglo-Saxons; their language is old English or Anglo-Saxon as well.

In the 7th century Christianity was introduced in Britain, monasteries with schools and libraries were set up all over the country. The English language was considerably enriched by the Latin words.

In the 8th century the ancient Scandinavians, called the Vikings, began to raid Britain. The Vikings continued their wars with the English until the time the Anglo-Saxon king Alfred the Great made a treaty with them and gave them a part of the country, which was called “Danelaw”. The Vikings settled there, married English wives and began peaceful life on the territory of Britain. Later military conflicts resumed again, but by the 11th century they were over. The influence of these events on the English language was great. A large number of Scandinavian words came into English from “Danes” as the Anglo-Saxons called the Vikings.

In the 11th century, in 1066 year the English king Harold was killed, the English were defeated; the Norman invaders won a victory. The Normans came from across the British Channel, from the part of France called Normandy. They conquered the English under the head of their leader, Duke William, who later got the name of William the Conqueror. The Normans brought into Britain not only their king, but their French language as well. So it explains why there are so many French words in the English vocabulary.

This is what Walter Scott, the founder of the historical novel in English literature writes about this period: 
«The swineherd looked serious and sad. Wamba's eyes were merry. The two men were talking in Anglo-Saxon, which, as we said before, was spoken by all common people, except the Norman soldiers. Gurth, with the help of his dog, was trying to gather his swine together, but could not.

"Stand up, Wamba, if you are a man," he said, "and help me, or wolves on two legs will catch some of them before night."

"Really," said Wamba without standing up, "I have asked my legs, and they think that it is not good for me to run about and cover my wonderful clothes with dust. That's why, Gurth, I advise you to leave . the herd alone: l because if they meet a group of travelling soldiers, or of outlaws, the only thing that can happen to them is that they will be turned into Normans 2 before morning."

"The swine will be turned into Normans!" repeated Gurth. "Ex​plain that to me, Wamba, I don't understand you."

"Why, what do you call these animals which are running about on their four legs?" asked Wamba.

"Swine, fool, swine," said the herd, "every fool knows that."

"And swine is a good Anglo-Saxon word," said the jester; "but what do you call the swine', when it is killed and washed and cut into pieces and cooked?"

"Pork," answered the swineherd.

"I am very glad every fool knows that too," said Wamba, "and pork, I think, is a Norman-French word. And so, when this animal lives, and a Saxon slave takes care of it, it goes by its Anglo-Saxon name; but when it is carried to the dinner-table in the castle, it becomes a Nor​man and is called pork, what do you think of this, friend Gurth, ha?"

"It is true, friend Wamba. How did. it get into your fool's head?"

"I can tell you more," said Wamba in the same tone; "the old Ox goes by its Anglo-Saxon name while serfs like you take care of it; but becomes a Norman and is called Beef when it arrives at table."

"You speak sad truths," answered Gurth. "Little is left to us, - ex​cept the air which we breathe. All that is best goes to the Normans; our bravest men become their soldiers and go to die in distant lands; very few remain here who have either the will or the power to protect the poor Saxons. God bless our Master Cedric; he always stands by us.3 Here, here! Well done!" he exclaimed, as his dog appeared driving the swine before it. "You have gathered all of them now! Now, quick, Wamba, because a terrible storm of thunder and lightning is coming. Let's hurry home before the storm begins, because the night will be terrible."

And they walked quickly down the forest path, driving the swine before them.»
I became greatly interested in the origin of English words and tried to find out what languages the words denoting school activities came. These are some of them.
1. The word school originated from Greek word schole which meant “leisure”. Later it began to mean “learning which is done in leisure time”.  And later the word began to name “the place in which learning is done”.

2. The word canteen originated from French cantine “sutler’s shop,” from Italian cantina “wine cellar.” Perhaps another of many meanings, that were applied to Latin canto “corner;” in this case, perhaps “corner of storage.” Extended to “refreshment room at a factory, school, etc.” from 1870.
3. The word curriculum originated from Latin “curriculum”   “a running course, career,” It is used as a Latin word since 1633 at Scottish universities.  
4. The word subject originated from Old French suget, subget meaning “a subject person or thing” the later came from Latin subjectus, “to place under”. Meaning “subject matter of an art or science” is borrowed directly from Latin subjectum “foundation or subject of a proposition,” a loan-translation of Aristotle’s to hypokeimenon.
5. The word algebra originated from Arabic al jebr “reunion of broken parts”, used by Baghdad mathematician Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi as the title on equations, which also introduced Arabic numerals to the West.

6. The word biology originated from Greek bios “life”+ logia “study of”. Suggested 1802 by German naturalist G.Reinhold Treviranus and introduced as a scientific term that year in France by Lamarck.

7. The word chemistry originated from Greek word alchemy meaning “natural physical process”.

8. The word physics originated from Greek physic in sense of “natural science”. Specific sense of “science treating of properties of matter and energy” is from 1715.   
9. The word pupil came into the English language through French from Latin. In Latin there was a word “pupa”, a girl, and “pupus”, a boy. When the Latin ending –illa was added to “pupa” or “pupus”, the word meant “a little girl” or “a little boy”. Children begin to go to school at an early age when they are still “pupils”.

10. The word book is a very old word; it appeared in the language of ancient Germanic tribes before they came to Britain. In early times the word “boc” was the name of the tree which grew in the place where the Germanic tribes lived. The old Germans made cuts on the tree as a kind of writing.
11. The English word paper developed from French papier, which, in turn, came from Latin papyrus and is relative to the Greek papyros. The Greeks gave the name papyros to a reed which was once plentiful in Egypt. When the Egyptians needed something to write on, they made it from this reed.

12. Pens in its Latin form penna, meant a feather and in some ancient collections you can still see quill pens.
13. Pencil inherits its name from the Latin pencillum, meaning a little tail, and this refers to the time when writing was done with a tiny brush that looked indeed like a little tail

14. The word map meant cloth once. This word came into English from Latin; the Latin mappa was “cloth”. First maps were drawn on fabrics. In Latin the first combination of the words appeared: mappa mundi- “cloth of the world”.

15. The word ink comes from a nine-letter ancestor that meant “a branding iron”,” kauterion” in ancient Greek. The Greeks not only sealed wounds with heat, but they used much the same process in art for sealing fast the colours of their paintings. In Latin this word changed to encusaustum, and it became the name for a kind of purple ink that the emperors used when they signed their official documents. In Old French encaustum become enque. English adopted the word as enke or inke that is how today we have our ink, coloured liquid used for writing or printing.
16. The word magazine originated from Middle French magazine “warehouse, depot, store”. The original sense is almost obsolete; meaning “periodical journal” dates from the publication of the first one, “Gentlemen’s Magazine” in 1731, from earlier use of the word for a printed list of military stores and information, or in a figurative sense, from the publication being a “storehouse” of information.     

17. The word chair came through Old French chaire, from Latin cathedra “seat”

18. The word diary developed from Latin diarium, “daily allowance”, from dies “day”. Earliest sense was a daily record of events. 

19. Language is derived from a word referring to the organ of speech primarily involved the Latin lingua, tongue.

20. The word alphabet came to us from ancient Greece. It’s a combination of “alpha” and “beta” the first two letters of the Greek alphabet.

21. The term letter designating a written symbol, a letter of the alphabet, is thought to be relative to the Latin words linere, to smear, to leave a dirty mark on some surface

22. The word word originated from Germanic wurdan “speak, say”.  
23. The word adjective came to us through French from Latin adjectuivum, meaning “that is added to (the noun).

24. The word noun came from Latin nomen “name, noun”.
25. The word verb originated from Old French “part of speech that expresses action or being,” from Latin vebum “verb”. 
26. The word exercise developed from Old French exercice “condition of being in active operation”, which originated from Latin exercitium “keep busy, drive on”. Original sense may have been driving farm animals to the field to plow.

27. The word question came into English through French quaestionem “a seeking, inquiry,” from root of quaerere “ask, seek” 
28. The word ask developed from Old English from earlier ahsian, from Germanic aiskojan “to ask, demand”, “to wish, desire”, “to seek”.
29. The word answer developed from the Old English andswaru and the verb-anndswearing it consisted of two parts: and, swear. The word and at that time meant “against”; “swear” meant to give a solemn oath”. In the youth of the English language andswaru was “a solemn oath made against in accusation”. In the course of historical development the word lost its solemnity and it means now “a reply”,” to reply”. 
30. The word listen developed from Old English hlysnan “to listen”, that came from Germanic khlusinon “to listen” which developed from Latin cluere “to hear oneself called, be spoken of”.
31. The word speak developed from Old English specan which is thought to develop from Latin spargere “to stew”. The -r- began to drop out in Late West Saxon, perhaps from infi. of Danish 

32. The word report came from Old English report “to tell, relate,” which originated from Latin spage “crackle,” in a slang sense of “speak”.reportare “carry back”. Meaning “formal statement of results of an investigation” first attested 1661; sense of “teacher’s official statement of a pupil’s work and behavior” is from 1873.

33. The word holiday developed from Old English haligdced, from hallig “holy”+ dag “day”, meaning both “religious festival” and “dau of recreation” came through Old French.
Conclusion.

To sum up, the borrowings are the following
	Language
	Borrowed words
	Total Number

	Roman (Latin)
	School, curriculum, subject, biology, chemistry, physics, pen, pencil, map, ink, chair, dairy, language, alphabet, letter, noun.  
	16

	Saxon (Old English)
	Ask, answer, listen, speak, report, and holiday.
	6

	Danish


	Book & word.
	2

	French


	Canteen, paper, magazine, verb, exercise, question.
	6

	Others 
	Algebra.
	1


So, using the idea suggested by Daniel Defoe, English school words are of “Roman-Saxon-Norman-Danish” origin.
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The English language is one of the richest languages of the world. It was influenced by many ancient languages. The words that were borrowed tell us about the countries they came from. What do the words denoting school activities tell us? What languages do they come from? What language had the greatest influence on them? These are the questions I tried to answer in my research. I have developed the idea, suggested by Daniel Defoe, and having studied the roots of 33 English “school” words, I can say they are of “Roman-Saxon-Norman-Danish” origin.
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