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Гипотеза

Я решила изучать мифологию разных народов, так как это дает ответы на многие интересующие человечество вопросы. Много неопознанного и удивительного прячет от нас Земля. Много фантастических и неправдоподобных сведений содержится в уцелевших старинных рукописях, исторических хрониках, легендах и мифах разных народов. Много загадочных и не понятных для нас предметов найдено на поверхности нашей планеты. Много странных, не поддающихся расшифровке фактов записано в каменной летописи Земли. Они не укладываются в привычные рамки теории эволюции жизни и дают почву для дерзких гипотез – о существовании задолго до появления современного человека высокоразвитых цивилизаций; о населявших Землю великанах; о катастрофах, которые, уничтожавших материки; об уцелевших в катастрофах людях, впоследствии названных «богами» и принёсших диким народам удивительные знания и о многом другом. Человечество одной ногой стоит на пороге новой революции в области естествознания, когда разрушается долгие годы незыблемым фундамент наших знаний о естественнонаучной картине мира, о строении Земли и Вселенной, об истории самого человечества. Одной из ведущих ролей в этом играет детальное изучение мифов разных народов, старинных рукописей и преданий.

Огромная работа, проделанная учёными, принесла свои плоды историкам и литераторам. Она предоставила им в руки богатейший материал. Новые знания дали возможность проследить, как развивалась мифология у различных народов. Но на земном шаре обнаружены еще не все следы прошлого. Ученым предстоит открыть еще много тайн, которые хранит история человечества

Цель
Я поставила перед собой задачу проанализировать и отобрать определенное количество фактов об истории и развитии мифологии у разных народов. Я постаралась исследовать содержание мифов и научные факты ученых, которые занимались изучением мифологии. Я ответила на все интересующие меня вопросы в области мифологии и получила все необходимые сведения о том, как влияет мифология на культуру англоязычных стран.
План
1. Научные исследования появления мифологии.
2. Время зарождения мифологии.
3. Виды мифология:

а) греческая и римская мифологии;

б) египетская мифология;

в) скандинавская и германская мифологии;

г) мифология американских индейцев;

д) мифология Китая, Индии, Японии;

е) славянская мифология и мифология Кельтов.
4. Влияние мифологии на искусство.
5. Современный взгляд на мифологию:
а) создание мифологических образов в литературе о гоблинах.
6. Примеры мифологических легенд:
а) история названий месяцев и их связь с мифологией;

б) Ахиллесова пята;

в) загадки истории (снежный человек).
Mythology
Mythology is a collection of stories that explain the world and man's place in it. A single one of these stories is called a myth.
Mythology, therefore, was related directly to religion. It explained the mysteries of life: how did the world begin; why does the sun climb into the sky every morning and disappear every evening; why do seasons follow each other in regular fashion; why do living things die; and how does new life begin? In modem times these questions are answered with scientific explanation. Even today, however, in distant, isolated places, such as the deserts of Australia and southern Africa or the jungles of South America, there are people who have no scientific explanations. Their stories of magic happenings explain the unusual, as well as the everyday, events of their lives. These stories аre modern examples of mythology.
The ancient Greeks explained the rising sun with a myth about the god of light, Apollo, driving across the sky each day in his golden chariot. The trail he made across the heavens was the path of the sun. The early Chinese also thought of the sun as riding in a chariot. A different story was told by the Aztec Indians of an​cient Mexico. They said that a god called Nanahuatzin threw himself into the fire as a sacrifice so that he could be changed into the sun and bring light to the Earth. The sun, however, stayed in one place. To make it move across the sky, all the other gods sacrificed themselves. The ancient Egyptians thought of the sky as an ocean of water. Across this water the sun sailed every day, using two boats - one for the morning, another for evening.
To people of Europe and the United States, the best - known mythologies are those of the Greeks and Romans, the early Egyptians, the Hebrews, and the Norsemen of Scandinavia. But many interesting myths are also told in the literature of India, China, Japan, and elsewhere. In fact, all early civilizations had mythology of some kind.
As archaeologists dig in the ruins of ancient cities and study the objects that were used by early man, more and more is learned about the various mythologies. Thus, it is known that the cave dwellers of southern Europe, the Celts of England and Western Europe, and the Sumerians, Hittites, and Babylonians of the eastern Mediterranean region all had rich mythologies. The work of the archaeologists is also leading to better understanding of the mythologies of several great Indian civilizations in Central and South America.
Origins
How mythology began is unknown because it started long before the earliest written records. The great Greek poem the Iliad was written at least 800 years before the birth of Christ. It retells earlier myths, some already centuries old when the Iliad was written. Egyptian and Hittite mythology is even more ancient, dating back to at least 3000 B.C. Archaeologists, digging into villages that existed 5,000 years B.C., have found small carved figures thought to be statues of gods.
Some scientists think that the earliest kind of mythology was not a belief in gods but in magical spirits that were thought to live in every object. Men later began to think of gods as something Шее human beings. Probably the first gods stood for things the early people did not understand and, therefore, feared, such as thunder and lightning in a violent storm. This great power was explained as an angry god, warning and sometimes killing those who had made him angry. Perhaps this is the reason the most powerful god in Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology is the god of thunder.
Stories of angry gods are found throughout all mythologies. When a wild storm boiled up on the sea, the Greeks, for example, said Poseidon, the sea-god, was angry. But also found throughout mythology are friendly gods. Most important were the gods who helped men find food. If there was a good harvest or a fine catch offish or a successful hunt, they believed that some particular god must have helped them.
Creation – Myths
Stories that attempt to answer the questions of how the world began and where mankind came from are called creation myths. They vary greatly in the dif-ferent mythologies. A story from India, written down about 700 B.C., tells that the universe began as itself (the Self) in the shape of a man. But it was lonely. So it divided into two parts - a man and a woman. From their marriage came the human race. They also in turn took the shapes of a cow and a bull, a sheep and a ram, a mare and a stallion, and all the other animals. From these first pairs of animals all other animals descended.
Along the eastern shore of the Mediterranean, the Sumerians, about 3000 B.C., had quite a different story of the origin of man. They thought that the god of the waters, Enki, told his old water mother, Nammu, to take bits of clay and mold the shapes of men and women. She made perfect men and women of every sort to be servants of the gods. Then Ehki and his wife, the earth goddess, had a contest. Each tried to invent people for whom the other could find no place or job. Thus, each created various sorts of deformed and crippled people, and this is how the Sumerians explained why some people are not perfect.
In the cold land of northern Europe, people thought that the first thing in the world was mist. It flowed through 12 rivers and froze, filling the vast emptiness of the world with layer upon layer of ice. Then a warm wind from the south began to melt the ice. Out of the clouds of vapor that arose came two beings - Ymir, the frost giant, and Audhumla, the cow. Audhumla obtained food by licking the frost from the ice. As she licked it away, she uncovered a form like a man. This was Buri, the first god. His son Bor had three sons, the gods Odin, Vili, and Ve. They killed Ymir and out of his body made all the things in the universe. From his eyebrows they made Midgard, the place where mankind was to live. Then Odin took an ash tree and made the first man. The first woman was made from an elm tree.
Greek Mythology
Zeus was the most important god in Greek mythology. He ruled the Earth and the heavens. His brother Pluto ruled the underworld, the land of the dead. Another brother, Poseidon, ruled the sea.
Zeus had not always been king of the gods. The Greeks believed he was the son of an earlier god, Cronus, whom he had overthrown. Cronus and his brothers and sisters were called Titans. But even the Titans were not the first gods. Cronus, like his son, had come to power by conquering his father, Uranus, the god of heaven. Uranus and his wife, Gaea (the goddess of the Earth), were the two first gods.
Some scholars believe that these stories about three generations of gods came about when different tribes of people came to live in the same place. If one tribe conquered another, they may have thought that their gods had conquered the gods of the other people. About 700 B.C. the Greek poet Hesiod tried to explain the relationships among the different groups of gods and goddesses. In his poem Theogony he worked out a family tree of the gods.
Zeus and his brothers and sisters along with all their sons and daughters were called the Olympian gods because they were thought to live on Mount Olympus. Hera was Zeus' wife. One of their sons was Hephaestus, the smith god, who lived in a great cave under the mountain. The smoke and fire from his forges was thought to cause volcanoes. Some of the other children of Zeus were Apollo (sun-god), Artemis (moon goddess), Athena (goddess of war and wisdom).Aphrodite (goddess of beauty) Ares (god of War), Bacchus (wine god), and Hermes (the messenger).
The Iliad tells much about the way the gods behaved. The Greeks thought that the gods controlled all the actions of men. The Iliad clearly shows, however, that die Greeks also thought of their gods as being much like men. They were jealous, they quarreled, and they tried to keep secrets from each other. The Greeks also believed that the gods often came into contact with ordinary people. In fact, some of the famous heroes were said to be offspring of a god and a mortal.
The Greeks were especially interested in foreseeing the future. They often consulted the gods through soothsayers. The answers given by the gods were called oracles. The most famous was the oracle of the temple of Apollo at Delphi.
Roman Mythology
At first the Romans did not have elaborate groups and families of gods as did die Greeks. They believed in numina, which were sacred spirits that lived in every object in nature and the home. Certain special numina, for example, were in charge of every step in farming - one for the first plowing of the year, one for planting, and one for reaping. The hearth and doorway in every home were guarded by numina.
After the Romans came into contact with the Greeks and learned the interesting stories about the Greek gods, they began to find similarities between the jobs of some of their numina and the special responsibilities of some of the Greek gods. Eventually, the Romans also thought of their gods as human like, and many of the Greek stories came to be told about Roman gods.
In modern times, Greek and Roman mythologies seem much the same. The different gods are now known by both Greek and Roman names. Zeus, for example, becomes Jupiter; Hera becomes Juno; Athena becomes Minerva; Aphrodite becomes Venus; Arcs becomes Mars; Hermes becomes Mercury; and Artemis becomes Diana.
Certain gods, however, were more important to the Romans than to the Greeks. The numen Vesta came to be thought of as the important goddess of the hearth. Janus became the famous two-faced god for whom January is named. Mars, the god of war, was especially important in the Roman religion. The Romans believed that they had descended from Mars through his twin sons, Romulus and Remus, the legendary founders of me city of Rome.
Egyptian Mythology
Throughout ancient Egyptian history, beliefs about the gods changed many times. There were many local gods, belonging to particular villages. Sometimes these were adopted by other villages and their names changed. Sometimes the jobs of the gods changed also. Throughout Egyptian history the most famous gods were Osiris; his wife, Isis; and their son, Horns.
After Egypt was conquered by Alexander the Great, the worship of these gods was carried into Greece. Osiris, the Egyptians believed, died and came to life again. Like this god, they believed that humans would come to life again also. They built impressive tombs for their dead. The great pyramids were the tombs of powerful kings. Within each tomb were all the things a person would need in the life after death - food, furniture, clothing, and tools. They even included small figures of workers who would come to life to be servants.
Scandinavian and Germanic Mythology
About the 1st century A.D., the Germanic peoples of northern Europe worshiped their gods in sacred groves of trees. Certain trees were thought of as divine. An enormous ash tree, Yggdrasil, was said to hold up the universe.
The Norsemen believed in many gods. But they also believed in other strange and powerful creatures, such as elves, frost giants, and fire giants. There were two kinds of elves. One, a group of happy spirits, lived in sunshine; the other, the black dwarfs, lived in dark, deep caves and came out only at night. The Norsemen also believed in strange beings, the Norns,  that decided each man's fate.
Four of the chief gods of the Norsemen have given names to the days of the week in the English language. These are Tiw, or Tyr (Tuesday); Woden, or Odin (Wednesday); Thor (Thursday); and Freya (Friday). Tiw, the war god, was very brave. Once, to save the other gods, he put his hand in the mouth of the enormous wolf Fenrir, and the wolf bit it off.
Odin, the king of the gods, had only one eye. The other he had given in exchange for a drink from the spring of wisdom. Thor was the biggest and strongest of the Norse gods. Freya was the beloved goddess of spring. Other important Norse gods were Frigga, Odin's wife, and her son Balder. The most unusual figure was Loki, a mischievous creature who was always playing tricks on the gods.
American Indian Mythology
When the Spanish conquerors arrived in Central and South America in the 16th century, they found well-developed Indian civilizations - the Aztecs and Mayas in Mexico; the Chibchas in Colombia; and the Incas in Peru. A tradition in Aztec and Mayan mythology made the Indians very friendly at first to the Spanish visitors. This was a story about an important god called Kukulcan by the Mayas and Quetzalcoati by the Aztecs. The god was said to have brought the calendar and knowledge of farming and astronomy to the people. This god, who had white skin and a beard, disappeared on a journey eastward. He told them, however, that he would one day return in the form of a man. The Aztecs, seeing the white-skinned and bearded Spanish explorer Hernan Cortes, thought he was Quetzalcoati returning, and many of them welcomed him with honor.
The Aztecs believed that there had been four long periods of time before their own. These periods were called suns. Each had ended in a terrible catastrophe, such as flood, volcanic fire, and wind storms. One sun ended when it was eaten by a gigantic jaguar. After each sun the gods had rebuilt the Earth. But the Aztecs thought the fifth sun, the one in which they lived, would end in earthquakes and that it would be the last.
Besides Quetzalcoati, other chief gods of the Aztecs were Tezcatlipoca and Huitzilopochtli. The latter was a young warrior god who represented the sun at its greatest height and power. The food that kept him healthy and vigorous was human blood. Hearts taken from captured enemies were sacrificed to him.
The sun was also important to the Incas of Peru. They believed their king descended from the sun itself and was therefore divine. Cuzco was the capital of the Inca Empire and the sacred city of the sun. The Incas also had gods of the sea, of the moon, and of important stars and planets.
Other than the Aztecs, Mayans, Chibchas, and Incas, most of the Indians of North and South America lived as scattered tribes. They did not form one large civilization, and they did not have well-developed mythologies. Usually, they believed that some kind of magical, or supernatural, power lived in animals and plants.
Some tribes believed that they had a special brotherhood with a certain kind of animal and, therefore, would never hunter eat that animal.
Far Eastern Mythology
The mythologies of China, Korea, and Japan are all somewhat related, but there are also many differences. The ancient Chinese believed that the world was ruled by a high power, Heaven, who was considered the husband of Earth. Besides Earth, other gods and goddesses living below Heaven were in charge of the sun, the moon, the planet Jupiter, science, clouds, wind, fire, streams, and so forth. In addition, certain men and women who did especially note - worthy deeds became gods. One was an emperor who taught the art of agriculture; another was a woman who taught the art of breeding silkworms. Later the great thinker Confucius was thought of as a god. After Buddhism was introduced into China from India, many Buddhist saints were also considered gods, Both the Chinese and the Koreans worshiped their ancestors. They believed that the dead were able to help the living. The Koreans, besides having respect for their ancestors, also worshiped nature. They prayed to the sun - god Tankun as the founder of their kingdom.
The Japanese also claim to have descended from the sun. According to their interesting creation myth, the Earth was at first Just a mass without any form or shape. Then a god, Izanagi, and a goddess, Izanami, were given the special job of stirring the formless mass with a long jeweled spear. As they stirred, the mixture thickened and dropped off the point of the spear, hardening into an island. On this island the god and goddess were married and had several children. These offspring included the eight islands of Japan, many gods and goddesses, and finally the sun-goddess, Amaterasu. From her, the legends say, descended a series of emperors who were gods and after that the human emperors.
Near Eastern Mythology
The earliest myths known to man probably developed in the region east of the Mediterranean Sea between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The myths of Sumer, the earliest kingdom of that area that is known by name, go back more than 3,000 years B.C. The Sumerians had many gods. Each of the chief gods was attached to a particular city. Like the Greeks, the Sumerians had tales relating the adventures of heroes. The exploits of the greatest Sumerian hero, Gilgamesh, are told in an epic poem.
When the kingdoms of Babylonia and Assyria became great powers many of the old Sumerian gods continued to be worshiped. Eventually, two other gods became most important. Marduk became the national god of Babylonia, and Ashur became the national god of Assyria.
Farther to the west, on the shores of the Mediterranean, the Phoenicians lived. Like most of the peoples of the area, the Phoenicians worshiped a local god called Baal. He was a god of the soil, which he made fruitful by bringing rain.
Celtic Mythology
The Celtic peoples of the Western Europe were not a unified civilization, as, for example, the Greeks or Babylonians were. They were scattered tribes spread0 over thousands of miles. The various tribal groups developed their particular gods and myths, so that Celtic mythology is actually made up of several mythologies. The Celts did not put their myths into writing. Most of what is known of them was written down by Roman travelers, such as Julius Caesar, who came into contact with these people.
The chief god was called Cemunnos by the Celts of Gaul (southern Europe) and Dagda by those of Ireland. He was pictured with horns or antlers. Sometimes he carried a sack from which a heavy stream of grain flowed. He was the god of fruitful-ness and was said to live underground. The Celts believed that there were many beautiful palaces underground where fairies lived. They also thought the Soils of good people dwelled there.
Much of the folklore of Ireland probably began as stories about the gods and goddesses of their Celtic ancestors. For instance, an old legend about a great warrior hero, Cuchulain, tells about his meeting a strange, enchanted woman, Morri-gan. She was the Celtic goddess of war. She also appears in some legends as Fata Morgana and, in the legends about King Arthur, as the witch Morgan Ie Fay. 

Slavic Mythology
Although the primitive Slavs were made up of several tribes spread across the Eastern Europe, they developed a common mythology. The most important gods were Perun, god of thunder, Svarog, god of the sky; and Dazbog, the sun - god. The Slavs thought that the gods brought them the good things of life, but they also believed in wicked black gods. There are also many nature spirits, like water nymphs, werewolves, and vampires, found throughout Slavic mythology.
Influence of Mythology on the Arts
Possibly most of the arts - music, drama, dance, sculpture, painting, and poetry - had their earliest beginnings in mythology. Attempts by early men to make clay or stone statues of their gods are very old, indeed. Originally, these statues were crudely made, but through the ages craftsmen became more skilled. Extremely beautiful statues of gods have been found in many parts of the world. Many famous Greek and Roman statues and sculptured reliefs depicted gods and goddesses and stories from mythology. Music and dancing probably developed as part of the ritual of worship of the gods. Even today music and dance are the chief means of worship in the Shinto religion of Japan. They are equally important in the ceremonies of many North American Indian tribes - such as the rain dance of the Hopi Indians of Arizona. In Greek and Roman mythology certain gods and goddesses – such as Apollo, Pan, and the Muses - were honored for their devotion to music.
Drama, too, undoubtedly began in rituals of worship. Among the Sumerians, Babylonians, Assyrians, and Egyptians there was a yearly ceremony in which a kind of play was acted out showing the dying of the god of fruitful - ness, the weeping of his mother, and then his return to life that symbolized the rebirth of the plants in the spring. From some such .simple beginning the great tragedies of the Greeks, written in the 5th century B.C., must have developed. These tragedies dramatize ancient myths of the Greek people, such as Oedipus the King of Sophocles, the Agamemnon of Aeschylus, and the Alcestis of Euripides.
The Greek epic poems the Iliad and the Odyssey are based on mythological tales. Homer's work was imitated in another famous epic, the Aeneid, by a Latin poet, Virgil. Many other Greek and Latin writers told and retold stories from mythology. Perhaps one of the most famous was the Metamorphoses by the Latin poet Ovid. The poem is a collection of the stories that told of the gods and humans who changed their shapes or appeared in disguises.
For hundreds of years after Roman times, all schools in Europe used the Latin language.
Educated people, therefore, knew the Roman and Greek myths. Many famous English poems are based on early myths. One of William Shakespeare's earliest works was a long poem called Venus and Adonis. Another poet of Shakespeare's time, Christopher Marlowe, wrote a poem about Hero and Leander. The great Italian poet Dante Alighieri described many creatures from early mythology in the Inferno, the first section of his The Divine Comedy.
In the early 13th century iii Iceland, a Christian poet, Snorri Sturluson, wrote down many of the ancient myths of the Norse people in a book called the Younger, or Prose, Edda. These Norse myths, together with Greek and Latin myths, have in spired European and American poets ever since. Such English poets as John Keats, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and Alfred Lord Tennyson have used subjects from mythology. In modern times playwrights, such as Eugene O'Neill (Mourning Becomes Electra) and Jean Anouilh (Antigone), have retold ancient stories from mythology. Mythology has also inspired many famous paintings and musical compositions. Four of Richard Wagner's operas. The Ring of the Nibelung, are based on Scandinavian and Germanic mythology.
Modern Significance
Today in certain folk traditions and legends, some of the ancient mythology of early peoples lives on, though the old gods have long been forgotten. Irish and Welsh stories about fairies, elves, and witches probably began as myths about great and powerful Celtic gods. In the same way, German and Scandinavian legends about dwarfs and trolls probably go back to ancient Norse mythology. Many superstitions and folk traditions also may have come from ancient mythology. In many parts of Eastern Europe, for instance, farmers believe that if the Yule log is burning on the fire, the house will be protected from lightning. They also believe that farm animals driven through a fire will be protected from disease. Undoubtedly, both these traditions originally had some connection with an early god of fire. Christmas traditions about mistletoe also go back to early European mythology.
Understanding the Myth

“In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit” – this phrase, that became the opening sentence of one of the most widely-read books in the world, had been written by a professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford on a blank sheet while checking examination papers. Later, this book was translated into more than thirty languages and sold millions of copies worldwide.

John Ronald Ruel Tolkien was born on the 3rd January, 1892 in Bloemfontein, South Africa. At the age of four he and his brother were taken by their parents to England. Since childhood little Johnny loved the rural landscape and was interested in languages. Tolkien learned languages himself. At the age of 12 he became an orphan. He was sent to King Edward’s School. Then he entered Oxford and began to study languages and literature as he had dreamed in childhood. 

In 1920 he began his career as a lecturer which culminated with his election as Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford.
Though the door of language, Tolkien entered the world of myth and tales. He liked to say, that seed of the myth was in linguistics, because language had to arise in the context of history and culture in order not to be abstract. After hi obtained an appointment on the New English Dictionary journal and began to write the mythological and legendary cycle which he originally called “The Book of  Lost Tales” but which eventually became known as The Silmarillion.
The Hobbit was written by Tolkien as a fairy-tale for his children in 1938. The magic being – the hobbit – created by the author looked like a short man, and lived I a well-ordered and well-farmed land named Shire, in the magic world of Middle-earth. Tolkien himself said that the word “hobbit” meant “hole-builder” or “hole-dweller”, because this fantastic race lived in holes. The main character, Bilbo Baggins, was an ordinary hobbit with a common hobbit’s passion for comfort and coziness, before the wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves came and changed his life, forcing him to barter the calm of the Shire for the dangers and difficulties of adventures. After the book had appeared Stanley Unwin, the publisher, asked for a sequel to The Hobbit. Tolkien began to write The Lord of the Rings in 1942 and about 12 years later the world’s most famous fantasy trilogy had been completed.
This book was about a young hobbit, Frodo Baggins, the nephew of Bilbo, the first hobbit that became a real hero. Frodo inherited from his uncle the ring, which had been obtained by Bilbo in his journey and belonged to the power-hungry Sauron. This great book, the film by the same name became a well-known blockbuster and set up a great clamour on all the world’s screen.

But neither the films, nor a description of Tolkien’s books can reproduce the magnificence of this titanic literary work. Tolkien wasn’t just a writer making interesting and well-selling books, he was the creator of a whole world, which lived and developed on the pages of his literary productions. He named this world Middle-earth.
It is thought that Middle-earth is an imaginary period in our real earth’s past, 6,000 to 7,000 years ago. Some investigators, critics and fans of Tolkien’s creation, maintain that the Hobbit’s Shire is situated on the territory of contemporary Great Britain, the sceneries of Gordon resemble Italy and Greece, Mordor is as arid and barren as Turkey, and Rohan looks like Russian forests and steppes.
Middle-earth is populated by such mythic races as Men, Hobbits, Dwarves, Elves, Orcs, and Trolls. For every race Tolkien devised a special distinctive culture, history, customs, national myths and legends, and even national character. For all his life,  Tolkien tried to create his own language, so he invented several artificial languages using different ancient European dialects and presented them some of Middle-earth races.
Tolkien was a king of god in his universe. He didn’t try to rule the destinies of his characters, but his unreal world is a reflection of his view of real life. Tolkien thought that technical progress was the right way to general weal, so there was no progress in Middle-earth, and Souron’s attempts to change this world failed. Since his early life in Africa, Tolkien detested spiders, so there are a lot of monsters looking like giant spiders in his books. And in descriptions of the most beautiful maidens of Middle-earth, you can find likenesses to Tolkien’s wife Edith.
There are a lot of heated arguments about Tolkien’s world. How could a mere mortal create such a carefully elaborated reality in literature?! Some say he was a genius, others say he just altered and united European folk myths and legends of different nations. Now this magic world lives its own life. Everything was created by the write, but, as with any other creator or god, Tolkien couldn’t control his offspring totally. He preferred to give the reader the right to explore this world on his own. This is one more detail bringing the real world and Middle-earth together: you could investigate endlessly, but you will always find something unknown.
Tolkien died before finishing The Silmarillion, the work of his whole life. Since the death of the write, his son Christopher has completed The Silmarillion, and the twelve-volume History of Middle-earth, each of which is indispensable to understanding the myth as a whole. Now J.R.R. Tolkien is a “Commander of the Order” (so named by the Queen after death) and one of the greatest literary men of the century.

Unicorn
The mythological unicorn was a symbol of chivalry with qualities befitting this status, proud and untameable. It is not thought to be British in origin despite it’s royal connections. There are many representations of this creature in ancient manuscripts, and has long been the subject of discourse as to whether or not it existed. It was traditionally believed that the delicate unicorn could only be caught by a virgin who was naked sitting beneath a tree. In chivalry the unicorn's enemy was the lion but both could be seen supporting the royal coat of arms. It is thought that the unicorn may have been related to the “bicorne”, which was a two homed animal (which was believed to prey on submissive husbands which is why it had a very well-fed appearance according to folklore).
January
January is the first month in the modern calendar and consists of 31 days. The name (Januarius in Latin) is derived from the two-faced Roman god Janus. Some scholars have claimed that the derivation scholars have claimed that the derivation of the name Janus is from the Latin ianua, meaning “door”; others have explained the name as the masculine form of Diana, which would be Dianus or Ianus.
There are many conflicting theories about Janus and his role in the Roman religion.

As the animistic spirit of doorways (ianuae) and arches (iani), Janus guarded the numerous ceremonial gateways in Rome. These freestanding structures were used especially for noteworthy entrances and exits on state occasions.
Among non-Roman people, the names of the months often stemmed from a natural phenomenon or a seasonal occupation peculiar to the particular month. Such series of month-names have been found in all parts of the world with the exception of South America and Australia. In western Europe, for example, the Anglo-Saxons called January Wulf-monath in allusion to the hunger of the wolves, which made them bold enough at that time of year to leave the forests and enter the villages in search of food. The name Aefter-Yule was also used to designate the month after the great of Christmas. Charlemagne, the early medieval Frankish emperor, appropriately called January Wintarmanoth, or “Wintermonth”.
In ancient and modern times, particular stones have been connected with the various months. The lucky gem or birthstone often associated with January is the garnet.
June

June, the Latin form of which is Junius, was formerly the month in the old Roman calendar. It is the sixth month in the Gregorian, or New Style, calendar in use today and has 30 days. There are many theories about the origin of the name. In the Fasti – a poetical description of the Roman festivals from January through June commingling superstitions, folklore, history, and religious observances – the Roman poet Ovid states that the name is derived from juniors, meaning “youths”, for a month dedicated to the young, just as May, derived from maiores, meaning “elders”, is a month dedicated to the old. In another passage, however, Ovid has Juno, the sister and wife of Jupiter, the chief of the gods, claim that June had been named in her honor.
The Anglo-Saxons variously called June “the dry month”, “midsummer month”, “the earlier mild month” (before July, “the mild month”), and “joy time”. June is the month of the summer solstice. The lucky birthstones frequently associated with June are the pearl, emerald, and agate.

July

July, originally the fifth month of the Roman year, was accordingly known as Quintilis, derived from the Latin word for five, quinque. When the ancient calendar was revised, January and February being added to the beginning of the calendar year, July became the seventh month, but still retained its original name. It was renamed July in 44 B.C. in honor of Gaius Julius Caesar (102 B.C. – 44 B.C.), the Roman statesman, military leader, and writer.
The naming of July after Julius Caesar was the first historical example of applying to the Roman calendar the custom, practiced especially in the eastern part of the Mediterranean world, of calling a month after a living ruler. The honorific month seems to be of Athenian origin, the first person known to have received the privilege in the Greek calendar being the ancient king of Macedon and conqueror of Athens, Demetrius Poliorcetes, in 307 B.C. The custom thence spread throughout the East and eventually to Rome.
The Anglo-Saxons called the month of July Litha se oelterra, meaning “lithe”, or “mild”; Heg-monath, meaning “hay month”; and Maed-monath, because the meadows were in bloom and the cattle were then turned out to feed. Until the end of the 18th century, the name of the month was pronounced with the accent on the first syllable, thus recalling its derivation from Julius.
August
August, eighth month of the year. Because it was the sixth month in the Roman year, which begins with March, it was originally named Sextilis (from Latin, “sixth”). It was given its present name in honor of the emperor Augustus, for several of the most fortunate events of his life occurred during this month. To make it equal to the fifth month, the name of which had been changed from Quintilis to Julius in honor Caesar, a day was taken from the month of February and added to August.
September
September is the ninth month of the Gregorian, or New Style, calendar used today and numbers 30 days. The Latin word septem, meaning “seven”, September was the seventh month in the ancient Roman calendar, which began in March.

During the time of the Roman Empire, there were numerous attempts to rename September.

In Charlemagne’s calendar, September was known as the harvest month. The Anglo-Saxon name for it was Cerst-monath, or barley month, since barley was harvested then. After the introduction of Christianity it was sometimes called Halig-monath, or holy month, in allusion to the birth of Mary, the mother of Jesus, on September 8. It is usually the month of the harvest moon, the full moon nearest the time of the autumnal equinox. It appears above the horizon at about sunset for several days, giving light enough for farmers to continue their harvesting.
October
October is the 10th month of the Gregorian, or New Style, calendar used today and has 31 days. It was the 8th month in the ancient Roman calendar, which started in March, as its name, derived from the Latin word for eight, octo, indicates. October be called Hercules to honor Emperor Commodus (180 – 192 A.D.).
On October 13 the Romans celebrated the fontalia, the festival of the fountains, by scattering flowers over the sources and springs.
The Anglo-Saxons had three names for October: Win-monath, “wine month”, or the time for making wine; Teo-monath, “10th month”; and Winterfylleth, because winter was supposed te begin with the full moon of October. The lucky birthstones often associated with October are the opal and the aquqmarine.
November
November is the 11th month of the Gregorian, or New Style, calendar in use today and numbers 30 days. As its name – derived from the Latin word novem, or “nine” – indicates, November was the ninth month in the old Roman calendar, which began in March.
Once the names Julius and Augustus had been accepted, it was only natural that the Roman senate should attempt to flatter succeeding rulers by naming months in their honor as well. September, October, November, and December were particularly subject to change since they not only followed July and August, but had in addition inaccurate and outmoded names. The senate therefore proposed naming November Tiberius in honor of the second Roman emperor, Tiberius, who ruled from A.D. 14 to 37.
The Anglo-Saxon called November Wind-monath, or “wind-month”, since the winds blew furiously during this season. The month was also designated Blod-monath, or “bloody-month”, since it was the time for staughtering animals for winter food. The lucky birthstone often associated with November is the topaz.

December
December is the 12th month of the Gregorian, or New Style, calendar in use today and has 31 days. In the ancient Roman calendar, the year began in March and was divided into 10 months.
The Saturnalia was the most prominent Roman festival held in December. As its name indicates, the Saturnalia honored the Roman god Saturnus (Saturn in English). According to the most widely accepted theory, Saturnus – whose name is derived from the Latin word satus, or “sowing” – was the god of planting or sowing. He was also a mythical king of Latium in southern Italy who introduced agriculture into the area. In earliest times, Saturnus apparently became identified with the Greek 

god Kronos (Cronus in Latin), and his cult took on Greek features.
In Greek legend, Kronos was the youngest of the giant Titans, who were the children of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaea (Earth). He led the Titans in revolt against Uranus and ruled the world in the Golden Age of peace and prosperity. Having fathered the mighty Olympian gods, such as Zeus, Poseidon, Demeter, and Hera, Kronos discovered that he was destined to be overthrown by one of his offspring. He therefore ate all but one of the infants, having been duped into swallowing a stone in place of Zeus. Zeus, as predicted, defeated Kronos in battle and gained control of the world. Kronos reputedly made his way to Rome, where he was well received by Janus, the Roman god of doorways, and where his rites were duly celebrated.
The Story of Achilles
(Adapted from Greek mythology)

Achilles was the most famous of all the warriors of ancient Greece. His father was a mortal. But this mother was one of the sea nymphs. Because Achilles was part mortal, he would someday have to die. His mother was very unhappy about this. She decided to dip her baby into the magic River Styx. The touch of its water would make her son live forever. But his mother held Achilles by his heel. That part of him was not touched by the water. The heel was Achilles’ weak spot forever.
Achilles had another weakness – a quick temper. When he was very angry, he became wild. Achilles fought many battles as a young man. He fought bravely in the long Trojan War between Greece and Troy. Many of the enemy fell before Achilles’ sword.

One day the head of the Greek army took Achilles’ slave girl. He would not give her back. Achilles sat in his tent and would not fight. His best friend, Patroclus, led the Greeks into battle in his place. Patroclus was not as good a warrior as Achilles. In a very short time, he was killed by Hector, son of the Trojan king. When Achilles heard this, he was very angry. He put on new armor and went to find hector. Hector met Achilles outside the city gates of Troy. They fought fiercely. Achilles was the better warrior and soon Hector lay dead.
But that was enough for Achilles. He was still angry about his friend’s death. Achilles sent for his fastest chariot. He tied Hector’s body behind the chariot. Then he dragged hin three times around the city walls of Troy. He finally let Hector’s father take his son’s body for a proper funeral.
Paris, one of Hector’s brothers, discovered the secret of Achilles’ heel. Paris took careful aim and shot a poison arrow straight into that heel. Achilles fell to the ground. His friends carried him to his tent. They tried to remove the poison. But it was too late. Achilles, the greatest of all the Greek warriors, died from a tiny wound in his heel.
The Abominable Snowman
He has been called the “missing link”. Half-man, half-beast. He’s huge, maybe as much as eight feet tall. His body is covered with long brown hair. He has a pointed head, and his face is hairless and looks rather like a man’s face. He walks upright. And he lives near the top of the highest mountain in the world – Mount Everest.
He’s known as the Abominable Snowman. The legend of the Snowman has been around for many years. Climbers in the 1920s reported finding marks like those of human feet high up on the slopes of Mount Everest. The native people said they knew of this creature and called it the “Yeti” and they claimed that they had even captured Yetis on two occasions, though none has ever been produced as evidence.
Over the years, the legend of the Yetis has continued. In 1951, the explorer Eric Shipton took photographs of a set of tracks in the snow of Everest. Shipton was convinced that they were not simply the tracks of a monkey or a bear and felt that the Abominable Snowman might really exist.
Мифология – это собрание рассказов, которые объясняют мир и место человека в нём. Самые простые из этих рассказов - мифы, мифологии уходит в древность. Обычно мифология- это рассказов о богах и героях.
Древние люди жили примитивным обществом по сравнению с временем, поэтому истории мифов часто священны и главная нить, которая проходит через каждый миф- это вера в 3 мифах богов обожествляют, перед ними преклоняются, часто возводятся храмы в их честь.
Мифология тесно связана с религией. В мифах объясняется жизнь: почему появился свет, почему солнце появляется утром и исчезает вечером, что такое время года, почему люди умирают, как зарождается жизнь? В наше время на эти вопросы ответила наука, но даже и сейчас в уединенных местах, таких, как пустыни в Австралии, Ю. Америке, Ю. Африке, джунгли в Ю. Америке, люди, не имея научных объяснений, живут по - старинке и верят в мифы. Эта истории и по сей день существуют в мифологии. Например, древние греки, объясняя восход солнца, говорят, что это бог света Аполлон пересекает небо каждый день в своей золотой карете. Ацтеки говорят, что бог сам себя бросил в огонь, как жертву, чтобы солнце освещало землю. Древние египтяне думали, что небо- это океан воды, и через эту воду солнце плавает каждый день, используя две лодки: одну утром, а другую вечером. Большой вклад в развитие мифологии внесли греки, римляне, египтяне, норвежцы, китайцы и другие.
Археологи, проводя раскопки древних городов, изучая предметы, которыми пользовался человек, узнают многое о мифологии. Работа археологов помогает лучше изучить мифологию различных стран. Используя источники о мифологии, суммируя данные, я собрала следующие сведения о происхождении мифологии. Письменные источники появились очень давно. Великая греческая поэма «Эллада» была написана более 800 лет перед рождением Христа. Есть предположение, что существуют более ранние мифы, прежде чем была написана «Эллада». Египетская мифология более древняя. Ее корни уходят в 3000 лет до н. э.. Археологи, исследуя деревню в Египте, нашли статую бога, которой более 5000 лет до н. э.. Некоторые ученые предполагают, что ранняя мифология не была ещё поклонением богам, а каждому предмету в их мире.
Изучая мифологию, я увидела, что раньше люди не думали о богах, как о живых существах. Возможно, поклонения богам возникло из-за того, что люди боялись природных явлений: землетрясения, наводнения, шторма. Я думаю, что поэтому они и разделили богов на добрых и злых. В Греции и в Норвегии самым сильным богом стал – бог Молнии. Я считаю, что борьба со злом появилась еще в письменных работах по мифологии. Например, когда был огромный шторм в море, греки говорили, что сердится Посейдон – морской бог, но всё равно добрый бог побеждает во многих источниках. Они помогали людям выжить, собрать богатый урожай, найти пищу; добрые боги сопровождали их вовремя ловли рыбы, вовремя охоты.
Создание мифов
Источники не дают ответов на вопросы, каким образом человечество пришло к созданию мифов. В разных мифах различные предположения. Например, мифы древней Индии написаны более 700 лет до н. э.. Там говорится, что Вселенная возникла сама по себе как единое целое в форме человека. В других мифах я встречаю, что она возникла из двух частей: мужчины и женщины, и отсюда пошла человеческая раса. В некоторых источниках написано, что люди боготворили корову, быка, овец, каждого в отдельности или всех вместе.
На берегу Средиземного моря в остатках поселения, исчезнувшего около 3000 лет до н. э., ученым удалось воссоздать видение древних людей о происхождении человека. В мифе говорится, что бог Воды рассказал своей матери, как можно создать мужчину и женщину из взятого куска глины. И тогда она создала замечательные образы мужчины и женщины, каждый из которых стал слугой бога. Бог Воды вместе со своей женой- богиней Земли, создав людей, нашли каждому из них работу. Таким образом, они объяснили происхождение человека на Земле. 
Еще один интересный источник о происхождении человека, который я изучила, таков. В холодной земле Северной Европы люди думали, что мир - это туман. Он формируется из 12 рек, слившихся и замёрзших. Территория земли находилась под большим слоем льда. Затем с юга подул тёплый воздух, и снег распаял. Одно из облаков превратилось в огромного ледового гиганта, который принял форму человека. Это был первый бог Бури. У него родилось 3 сына, которые распределили места, где будет жить человечество. Изучая материалы по мифологии, рассматривая различные источники, я распределила мифологию по развитию в разных странах и рассмотрела влияние мифологии каждой страны на развитие англоязычных стран и вообще всей цивилизации. Далее я кратко изложу собранную мною информацию о каждой цивилизации.
Греческая. Зевс наиболее важная фигура в греческой мифологии. Он правил Землёй с небес. Его браг, Плутоний правил под Землёй, а Посейдон правил морем. Зевс не всегда был королём богов. Греки верили, он был сыном Крониса, который существовал в древней Греции. Кронис, его братья и сестры назывались Титанами. Титаны – это предки Уранов, богов небес. Учёные, изучавшие эту проблему, выбирают три поколения богов. Каждый доказывает, что существовали различные племена людей: одно племя командовало над другим и у каждого были свои боги, которым они покровительствовали. Около 700 лет до н. э. греческий поэт Гесиод постарался объяснить связь между различными группами богов и богинь. В своей поэме он даже создал геологическое дерево этих богов. Наиболее интересная версия, которую мы знаем сейчас, я думаю, что это то, что Зевс и его братья и сестры назывались олимпийскими богами, так как они жили на горе Олимп. Гера -жена Зевса. Один из её сыновей был кузнец, который жил в пещере под горой. Существует версия, что дым и огонь собирались в вулканы.
В «Элладе» рассказывается о том, как жили боги. Греки предполагали и отражали это в своих мифах, что боги контролируют все действия человека, хотя показывают, что бог действует, подобно человеку, т. е. они так же, как и люди ссорятся, радуются и т. д.. Греки также верягг, что боги часто контактировали с обычными людьми. Они считают, что наиболее известные боги оказывали положительное влияние на людей. 
Римская. Изучая материал, я убедилась, что римляне наследуют теории греков о том, что боги создают группы, семьи; они верили, что священный дух вселяется в каждый отдельный предмет и поэтому живёт человечество. У каждого явления был свой бог. После того, как римляне стали общаться с греками и изучать некоторые источники о греческих богах, они начали искать сходство в своей мифологии, и результатом того стало, что римляне стали думать, что боги - это живые существа. Изучая современные объяснения, я вижу, что 1реческая и римская мифологии очень похожи между собой. Разные боги названы и греческими и римскими именами одновременно. Например, Зевс стал Юпитером, Гера стала Юноной, но римляне считают, что их боги и богини более важны. Часто в римской мифологии упоминается Марс - бог Войны и римляне верят, что они являются потомками Марса, благодаря двум его сыновьям Римусу и Рамолусу, которых они считают основателями Рима Говоря о мифологии древности, я вижу много общих черт, но, изучая Египетскую мифологию, я обнаружила, что у них боги чаще всего местные и принадлежат к определенным деревням. Иногда они настолько адаптированы к деревням, что даже их имена изменяются, и деятельность богов меняется. 
Египетская. После того, как Египет был захвачен Александром Македонским, египтяне стали наклоняться греческим богам; главного бога Осириса они посчитали умершим и воплотившимся заново в жизнь.
Изучая Египетскую мифологию, люди стали верить, что человек, когда умирает, он снова облачается в какую-то жизнь. Они стали строить могилы для людей, которые умерли. Это были известные нам пирамиды, построенные для королей. В каждой могиле было всё, что нужно человеку после его смерти: пища, одежда, инструменты, даже маленькие фигурки работников, находившихся там, как слуги.
Я заметила, что боги были созданы из священных пород деревьев, т. к. люди считали, что дерево держит Вселенную. 
Скандинавская и Германская мифологии. Изучая их мифы, я впервые столкнулась с тем, что в описании появляются разные виды богов и странные и могущественные существа, такие как эльфы, великаны и другие. Эльфы делились на добрых и злых. Добрые жили на земле, а злые - в глубоких пещерах и появлялись только ночью. Впервые здесь же я узнала, что люди стали верить в эти странные существа, и они решили, что у каждого человека есть своя судьба Я прослеживаю, чгго четыре из славянских богов дали название дням недели в английском языке (см. приложение). 
Мифология американских индейцев. Много интересного я узнала, изучая материал об американских индейцах. Когда испанцы пришли в Центральную Южную Америку в 16 в., они нашли остатки хорошо развитой индейской цивилизации. В источниках говорится, что народы Ацтеков и Майя очень по-дружески приняли испанцев. Мы знаем, что они изобразили календарь, знания по астрономии. Важный бог Кукулкан известен в мифологии jcaK первооткрыватель новых земель. У него была белая кожа и борода. Люди, увидев испанского завоевателя в таком виде, подумали, что это бог и встретили его с честью. Ацтеки верили, что существовало четыре периода жизни. Каждый заканчивался катастрофой: вулканическим извержением, наводнением или штормом. После каждой катастрофы боги восстанавливали землю. Но ацтеки предполагали, что есть ещб один период жизни, который закончится землетрясением и этот будет последним. Ещё они считали, что силы волшебства переселяются в животных и растения, а некоторые племена думали, что существует братство между определёнными растениями и животными, и поэтому они не охотились на животных и не ели растения.
Мифология Китая, Кореи Японии. Совершенно по-другому развивалась мифология этих стран. Китайцы считают, что мир представляет огромную силу небес. Земля (богиня) жила на земле, а все остальные боги жили на небесах и управляли солнцем, погодой, планетами и т. д..
Один из императоров учил людей искусству, с/х. и якобы зёрна он получал от богов. Далее была женщина, которая получила от богов искусство содержать хозяйство, шить, вязать. И китайцы, и корейцы благотворили своих богов и считали их своими предками. Еще они благотворили природу и поклонялись солнцу, считая, что бог Солнца создал их государство. Японцы считали себя потомками солнца.
Я прочла несколько мифов о создании Земли, но вот это, я считаю, самое интересное. Поначалу Земля была огромной, бесформенной массой, и боги пронзили эту массу стрелой – она превратилась в остров. На этом острове бог и богиня поженились, и у них родилось несколько детей, которые создали восемь островов Японии. Некоторые легенды говорят, что несколько императоров назначены богами на Земле.
Своеобразно и независимо развивалась мифология в районе Средиземного моря, между Тигром и Ефратом. Источники относятся к 3000 г. до н. э.. Согласно их теории, у каждого города был свой покровитель. По их легендам государства в Вавилоне и Ассирии были созданы богами, и сейчас там люди боготворят бога, которого назвали Баал. Они считали этого бога богом Души, который призывал обильный дождь.
Мифология Кельтов. У них встречается много письменных источников. Большинство из них известно благодаря римским путешественникам, в частности Юлиану Цезарю. Особенность этой мифологии в том, что кельты создали наскальные картины, которые остались и по сей день. Они верили, что большинство богов живбт в замечательных дворцах в подземелье, поэтому они рисовали на скалах, считая, что так боги быстрее их увидят. 
Славянская мифология. Очень мало источников о развитии славянской мифологии. В основном это хорошие и злые боги, одушевление духов, поклонение природе. Страх перед явлениями природы породил вампиризм в славянской мифологии. 

Изучая мифологию древних стран, я увидела, что они оказали влияние на развитие культуры всех англоязычных стран, да и в целом каждой народности. Я убедилась, что большинство из видов искусства: музыка, драма, танцы, картины, скульптура, поэзия - все имеют свой раннее начало в мифологии. Попытки создания человека из глины, камня, спгсуи богов очень и очень древние. Веками создание этих произведений искусства становилось более искусным. Огромное количество статуй богов найдено во всех частях мира
Музыка и танцы явились источником восхваления богов, даже в настоящее время существуют ритуальные танцы. Например, в Японии восхваление религии. Осталось и по сей день важными церемониями многих племен Северной Америки - танцы дождю. Греческая мифология и мифология Кельтов воспевают Аполлона в музыке. Дама также осталась местом восхваления богов - это воспевание богатства, плодородия и т. д.. Греческие эпические поэмы «Эллада» и «Одиссей» в основном основаны на мифологических фактах. Работа Гомера была подражанием другой важной работе латинского поэта Вергила. Много источников осталось от латинского поэта Овида. Его произведения - это коллекция рассказов о том, как люди и боги вместе изменяли мир. Латинский язык столетиями использовался в Риме и Европе, благодаря Овиду. Изучая мифологию, я узнала, что многие известные английские стихотворения включают в себя раннюю мифологию различных стран. Одной из самых первых работ Шекспира была длинная поэма, которая называлась «Венус и Адонис». Изучению мифологии Шекспир посвятил много лет. Другой поэт шекспировского времени Христофор Марлоу тоже написал много поэм о героях, основанных на мифологии. В начале 13 в. Снорри Сгалусон написал поэму, основанную на древнегреческой мифологии нормандцев. Эти мифы вместе с греческими и латинскими мифами использовались английскими и американскими поэтами, например, Джон Ките, Перси Шелли, Альфред Теннисон и другие часто пользовались источниками мифологии. В настоящее время, О'Нейл и Джин Аноил -постановщики фильмов, используют древние истории мифологии, например, в «Антигоне».
Мифология также повлияла на великих художников и композиторов. Вагнер, чтобы написать свою оперу «Кольца Небилунга», использовал материал из мифологий Скандинавии и Германии.
Изучая связь мифологии с современной жизнью, я увидела, что определенные народные традиции, легенды из мифологий древних людей живы, хотя боги забыты. Ирландские и Валлийские рассказы о феях, эльфах, ведьмах вначале появились в мифологии Кельтов и до сих пор они присутствуют в современных рассказах, сказках. Рассказы о гоблинах, троях пришли из мифологии тоже. Много суеверий, народных традиций осталось у разных народов. Во многих частях Восточной Европы фермеры верят, что домашние животные, перепрыгнув через огонь, принесут здоровье людям и уберегут их от недугов.
В приложении я привела примеры о наиболее известных богах и об их влиянии на развитие культуры в современной жизни. Например, русалка упоминается в работах 16-17 в.в., когда британская история сделала большое открытие в изучении планет. Русалки помогали рыбакам и предупреждали их об опасности. Существует легенда, что один моряк на побережье Англии выловил русалку, но она не могла разговаривать. Когда её освободили от сетей, её отвезли в церковь, а затем отпустили. Потомки рыбаков, проживавших в этом месте, по сей день верят, что русалки существуют.
Заключение
Мифология – особый вид устного народного творчества главным образом на ранних ступенях жизни каждого народа, в котором образно отражаются в виде фантастических рассказов примитивные воззрения людей на окружающий мир, их первые попытки объяснить непонятные явления. Мифология является одним из элементов всякой религии. Мифотворчество возникает в условиях крайне низкого уровня развития производительных сил и, вследствие этого, бессилия человека перед природой. «Всякая мифология,- писал Карл Маркс,- преодолевает, подчиняет и формирует силы природы в воображении и при помощи воображения; она исчезает, следовательно, с действительным господством над этими силами природы»
Мифология зародилась в глубокой древности. Материалом для мифов в основном служила фантастически отражённая в сознании людей реальная действительность: явления природы, общественные отношения. Большую роль в мифотворчестве играли ранние религиозные представления человека: фетишизм, анимизм, тотемизм, магия и др.
Сюжеты мифов чрезвычайно разнообразны. В поисках объяснения происходящих явлений создавались многочисленные мифы о происхождении мира, солнца, звезд, луны, островов, человека, животных, растений, о стихиях и о многом другом. Так создался особый ввд изобразительного искусства, произведения которого посвящаются мифологическим темам -мифологический жанр. Данный вид искусства отображен в произведениях А. Мантеньи, С Боттичелли, Рафаэля и других. Со второй половины 16 века мифологический жанр становится излюбленным жанром академического искусства (картины, скульптуры, росписи в стиле барокко, рококо). В России мифологический жанр был распространен в 18 и 19вв. в произведениях русских художников К. Брюллова, А. Иванова, И. Прокофьева, М. Козловского.

Таким образом, мифология – это увлекательная наука о том, как развивался мир, как происходила эволюция человека, как развивалась культура разных народов в течение ряда веков и разных эпох. Я поставила перед собой задачу изучить влияние мифологии на культуру англоязычных стран, используя мифологические легенды Древней Греции, Египта, Китая, Индии и других народов. Проанализировав собранные сведения, я получила большой запас знаний в области мифологии. 
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