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I. Introduction
The topic of my research paper is “Mary Stuart – translation from English into Russian”. Mary Stuart was a queen of Scotland. I have chosen this topic because we study English and I am interested in history of Great Britain and its famous people.

Once I saw a program about Tudors’ dynasty on TV. It was told there that Mary was a daughter of King James V. But a week later after her birth, the King died and Mary became a queen of Scotland at the age of 1.


I got interested in the destiny of that girl. I found information about this girl in the book by Guryeva “Deep are the roots…”. This book is in English. I tried to translate it into Russian. In the process of translation I learned new thematic lexics.

Lexics
Words connected with royalty (Слова, связанные с королями)

	to reign
	править

	Dynasty
	династия

	queen and king
	королева и король

	Royal
	королевский

	Court
	двор

	Dauphin
	дофин (старший сын короля Франции)

	Throne
	трон

	Heir
	наследник

	Regent
	регент (дворянин, осуществляющий официальную власть при несовершеннолетнем короле)

	Nobility
	дворянство

	Monarch
	монарх

	courtly amusement
	дворцовые развлечения

	nobles, nobleman
	дворяне, дворянин

	foreign policy
	внешняя политика

	Plot
	заговор

	Assassination
	убийство

	to abdicate
	отречься от престола



Words connected with war (Слова, связанные с военными действиями)
	to be defeated, a defeat
	быть пораженным, поражение

	Troops
	войска

	to confront
	противостоять, предстать пред кем-либо

	Battle
	битва

	Army
	армия


Words connected with court (Слова, связанные с судом)
	court, trial
	суд

	to imprison
	заточить (в тюрьму)

	Prisoner
	заключенный

	to blame
	обвинять

	Murder
	убийство

	Inquiry
	допрос

	Case
	(судебное) дело

	Confinement
	заточение, заключение

	Treason
	предательство

	to be beheaded
	быть обезглавленным

	execution, executioner
	казнь (экзекуция), палач (экзекутор)


Words connected with family relations and children (Слова, связанные с семейными отношениями и детьми)
	a lass
	девушка (в переводе с шотландского) 

	a widow
	вдова

	an illegitimate brother
	незаконнорожденный брат

	to be pregnant
	быть беременной


Words connected with free time (Слова, связанные с досугом)

	Horsemanship
	верховая езда

	Falconry
	соколиная охота

	Needlework
	шитье

	Croquet
	крокет

	Golf
	гольф

	to hunt
	охотиться

	archery practice
	стрельба из лука


Special terminology (Специальная терминология)
	queen consort
	супруга короля

	act of settlement
	закон о Престолонаследии


Other words (Другие слова)
	to woo
	ухаживать (за женщиной)

	to marry, to wed (wed, wed)
	жениться

	to be baptized
	креститься

	to be abducted
	быть похищенным

	to flee (fled, fled)
	бежать, спасаться бегством

	Genuine
	истинный, подлинный

	Forgery
	подделка

	to be fabricated
	быть подстроенным, сфабрикованным



Working on my research paper I used several dictionaries; they are Oxford and Macmillan English dictionaries, International dictionary of English and English-Russian dictionary by Mueller. In the process of translation I was confronted with some difficulties. Last year my searching work was “Synonyms and Antonyms” and it helped me very much. I came across such examples of the English synonyms as 

a murder/ an assassination/ a kill – убийство;
a court/ a trial – суд, судебное разбирательство, судебное заседание.
Here are the examples of the Russian synonyms
двор/ суд – a court;

факт/ судебное дело – a case.

It was interesting to learn that in English and in Russian. And I also came across an example of the Scottish dialect of the English language (for example, a lass – девушка). 
When Mary was fifteen years old she knew five languages: Latin, French, Spanish, Italian and Greek. She played two musical instruments, studied prose, horsemanship, falconry and needlework.

Mary Stuart was born in the time of religious disorder. This happened during reformations. Religion in Great Britain was Protestantism, religion in France was Catholicism, and Scotland was right between them. 

Mary Stuart fought for independence. But Elizabeth, a queen of Great Britain, thought that Mary was a serious threat for the English throne, that is why Mary was imprisoned by Elizabeth’s order. She spent there eighteen years and she was executed (beheaded) on February 8, 1527. 
Mary Stuart is one of the most mysterious and romantic women in Scottish history. I think that the knowledge I got when I wrote this paper will be very useful for me in my future studying of foreign languages and history. In future, I will be able to read English historical literature in original.
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II. The Birth of Mary

In November 1542, Mary’s father, James V, lay dying at his beloved Falkland Palace, built just five years earlier. He was defeated by the British at Solway Moss and saw little hope for the future. At Falkland, he was told that Mary of Guise, his French-born wife was once wooed by Henry VIII, had given birth to a daughter at Linlithgow Palace on December 8. This was a feast-day in honor of the Virgin Mary and many people took it as a good omen for the little princess; for her father, however, it was otherwise. Upon receiving news of her birth, he reportedly said, “Woe is me. My dynasty came with a lass. It will go with a lass.” The Stewart family had gained the Scottish throne through Marjory (daughter of Robert I, the Bruce). James truly believed that Mary marked the end of the Stewarts’ reign over Scotland. Instead, through Mary’s son, it was the beginning of their reign over both the Kingdom of Scotland and the Kingdom of England. (Mary adopted the French spelling Stuart during her time in France, and she and her descendants used it. Mary’s father, James V, believed the dynasty had ended with his daughter’s birth; however, his grandson became king of Scotland and their old enemy, England. He died within a week of Mary’s birth and, before she was even a year old, the child was crowned queen of Scots.
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Mary Queen of Scots (1542 – 1587)

III. France, 1548-1561


When she was only five years old, Mary was sent to France, to her mother’s motherland. Mary was given a royal welcome in France by King Henry II. The king became very fond of the child, saying, “The little Queen of Scots is the most perfect child I have ever seen”. While in France, Mary’s grandmother, Antoinette de Guise, wrote to her daughter in Scotland that Mary was “very pretty, graceful and self-assured.” Mary was exceptionally lovely (even in an age when most noble women were accorded the title of “fair” or “beautiful”), intelligent and full of vitality. One French observer wrote: “It is not possible to hope for more from a Princess on this earth”.

Vivacious, pretty, and clever, Mary had a promising childhood. With her marriage agreement, she was sent to France in 1548, at the age of five, to be brought up for the next ten years at the French court. (She was accompanied by her own little court consisting of two lords, two half brothers, and the “four Maries”, four little girls of her own age, all named Mary, and the daughters of the noblest families in Scotland: Beaton, Seaton, Fleming and Livingston).
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While in the French court, she was a favorite. She received the best available education, and at the end of her studies, she had mastered French, Latin, Greek, Spanish and Italian in addition to her native Scottish. She also learned how to play two instruments and learned prose, horsemanship, falconry, and needlework.

On April 24, 1558 she married the dauphin Francois at Notre Dame de Paris and, on the death of Henry II on July 10, 1559, became Queen Consort of France; her husband became Francois II of France. Under the ordinary laws of succession, Mary was also next in line to the English throne after her cousin, Queen Elizabeth I, who was childless. However, according to the Catholic religion, Elizabeth might not make Mary the true heir. Although the anti-Catholic Act of Settlement would not be passed until 1701, the will of Henry VIII had excluded the Stuarts from succeeding to the English throne. Mary’s troubles were still further increased by the Huguenot rising in France. The question of the succession was therefore a real one.


Francois II died on December 5, 1560, and Mary’s mother-in-law, Catherine de Medici, became regent for his brother Charles IX. Under the terms of the Treaty of Edinburgh, signed by Mary’s representatives on July 6, 1560, following the death of Marie of Guise, France took away troops from Scotland and recognized Elizabeth’s right to rule England. The eighteen-year-old Mary, still in France, refused to ratify the treaty.
IV. Return to Scotland, 1561-1568


The young widow returned to Scotland soon after, and arrived in Leith on August 19, 1561. But after her recent years of loss and grief, she was determined to make a bright future.


The Scots received their new queen with great joy and celebration. She was popular with the common people but not the nobility; she played croquet, golf, went for hunts and archery practice, sung, danced, and in general, showed and admirable zest for life.

She was still only eighteen and, despite her talents, her upbringing had not given her the judgment to cope with the dangerous and complex political situation in Scotland of the time. Religion had divided the people, and Mary’s illegitimate brother, James Stewart, 1st Earl of Moray, was a leader of the Protestant faction. Mary, being a devour Roman Catholic, was regarded with suspicion by many of her subjects as well as by Elizabeth I of England, her father’s cousin and the monarch of the neighboring Protestant country. The Protestant reformer John Knox preached against Mary, blaming her for hearing Mass, dancing, dressing too elaborately, and many other things, real and imagined.
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As queen, Mary was more than aware that she should marry and provide heirs to the throne. In July of 1565, she wed a cousin named Henry Stewart, Lord Darnley, a weak, vain, and unstable young man; like Mary, he was also a grandchild of Henry VIII’s sister Margaret. Why Mary wed Darnley remains a mystery; he was superficially charming and, unlike most men, taller than the queen. He was fond of courtly amusements but he never seemed to care for Mary and sought far more power than she was willing to give him. When she was six months pregnant in March of 1566, Darnley joined a group of Scottish nobles who broke into her supper-room at Holyrood Palace and dragged her French secretary, David Riccio, into another room and stabbed him to death. They claimed Riccio had much influence over her foreign policy but, in reality, they probably meant to cause Mary, from watching this horrific crime, to suffer a miscarriage, thus losing her child and her own life as well. Mary certainly believed that Darnley, angry because she had denied him the crown, wanted to kill her and the child, thus becoming King of Scots.
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 After Riccio’s death, the nobles kept Mary prisoner at Holyrood Palace. Entering the later stages of her pregnancy, she was desperate to escape and – somehow – won over Darnley and they escaped together. Three months later the future James VI of Scotland was born and congratulations came from all over Europe. Still young and healthy after the birth, Mary now had an heir. This was the apex of her reign, the greatest and happiest moment. In December 1566 James was baptized in the Chapel Royal of Stirling Castle. Mary, once the fragile last hope of the Stewart dynasty, was just twenty-three years old and had fulfilled one of a monarch’s greatest duties – providing a healthy son and heir. However it brought only temporary calm.

V. The Final Years, 1568-1587
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Following the birth of the heir – the future James I of England and James VI of Scotland – in June 1566, a plot was made to remove Darnley, who was already ill. In February 1567, an explosion occurred in the house, and Darnley was found dead in the garden. This event, which should have been Mary’s salvation, only harmed her reputation. James Hepburn, 4th Earl of Bothwell, an adventurer who would become her third husband, was generally believed to be guilty of the assassination, and was brought before a trial but acquitted.


On April 24 Mary visited her son at Stirling for the last time. On her way back to Edinburgh she was abducted by Bothwell and his men and taken to Dunbar Castle. On May 6 they returned to Edinburgh and on May 15, at Holyrood Palace, Mary and Bothwell were married according to Protestant rites.
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The nobility turned against Mary and Bothwell and raised an army against them. Mary and Bothwell confronted the Lords at Carberry Hill on June 15, but there was no battle as Mary agreed to follow the Lords on condition that they let Bothwell go. But the Lords broke their promise and took her to Edinburgh and then imprisoned her in Loch Leven Castle, situated on an island in the middle of Loch Leven. On July 24, she was also forced to abdicate the Scottish throne in favor of her one-year-old son James.


On May 2, 1568, she escaped from Loch Leven and once again managed to raise a small army. After her army’s defeat at the Battle of Langside on May 13, she fled to England three days later, where she was imprisoned by Elizabeth’s officers at Carlisle on May 19. During her imprisonment, she famously had the phrase “In my end is my beginning” embroidered on her Cloth of State.


After a discussion over the question of whether Mary should be tried for the murder of Darnley, Elizabeth ordered an inquiry rather than a trial. It was held in York between October 1568 and January 1569. The inquiry was politically influenced – Elizabeth did not wish to convict Mary of murder, Mary refused to acknowledge the power of any court to try her.


The case was based on the “Casket letters” – eight letters from Mary to Bothwell, reported by James Douglas, 4th Earl of Morton to have been found in Edinburgh in a silver box engraved with an F (supposedly for Francis II). Along with a number of other documents, including the Mary/Bothwell marriage certificate. Mary was not permitted to see them or to speak in her own defence at the tribunal. She refused to offer a written defence unless Elizabeth would guarantee a verdict of not guilty, which Elizabeth would not do.

Although the casket letters were accepted by the inquiry as genuine after a study of the handwriting, the inquiry reached the conclusion that nothing was proven.


The authenticity of the Casket Letters has been the source of much controversy among historians. The originals were lost in 1584, and the copies available in various collections do not form a complete set. Mary argued that the handwriting was not difficult to imitate, and it has frequently been suggested either that the letters are complete forgeries, or that the letters were written to Bothwell by some other person. Comparisons of writing style have often concluded that they were not Mary’s work.

It is impossible now to prove the case either way. Without them, there would have been no case against Mary. Elizabeth considered Mary to be a serious threat for the English throne, and so eighteen years of confinement followed, Bothwell was imprisoned in Denmark, because insane, and died in 1578, still in prison. In 1580 Mary’s confinement was transferred to Sir Amias Paulet, and she was under his care for the rest of her life.
VI. Execution
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Mary eventually became a liability that Elizabeth could no longer tolerate. She was involved in several plots to assassinate Elizabeth, raise the Catholic North of England, and put herself on the throne, possibly with French or Spanish help. Some of Mary’s supporters believe that these plots were fabricated.
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Mary was found guilty of treason by a court of about 40 noblemen, including Catholics, after being involved in the so-called Babington plot to assassinate Elizabeth. She was beheaded at Fotheringhay Castle on February 8, 1587. She chose to wear red, declaring herself a Catholic martyr.


The execution was badly carried out. It is said to have taken two (or, according to some accounts, three) blows to hack off her head. Various improbable stories about the execution were later made. One which is thought to be true is that, when the executioner picked up the severed head to show it to those present, it was discovered that Mary was wearing a wig. The headsman was left holding the wig, while the late queen’s head rolled on the floor.

Mary was initially buried at Peterborough Cathedral, but her body was exhumed in 1612 when her son, King James I of England, ordered she be reinterred in Westminster Abbey. It remains there, only thirty feet (9 meters) from the grave of her cousin Elizabeth.

Mary Stuart wrote this letter on 8 February 1587, completing it just six hours before her execution at Fotheringhay Castle. It is addressed to her former brother-in-law, King Henry III of France. She had written to him regularly throughout her imprisonment in England. The letter is a remarkable document. Mary clearly believes she is dying as a martyr to her Catholic faith. She also displays genuine concern for the loyal servants who joined her English imprisonment.


It should be noted that Henry III did not provide the wages and pensions which Mary so poignantly sought. It was King Philip II of Spain who honored her last wishes.
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VII. Conclusion


It was during the time of the Reformation. Great Britain was Protestant, France was Catholic, and Scotland was torn between two of them. Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots was born into a time full of religious turmoil. Early in her life she was a pawn in the battle between Protestantism and Catholicism. At time past she struggled for her independence and self-determination. Being extremely beautiful and clever, she anyway became a victim of love and power.


Nearing the end of her life she was once again at the mercy of relatives and ultimately put to death by one of them. She is one of Scotland’s most intriguing and controversial women in history.
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