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INTRODUCTION.
For my work I choose topic “Great Britain: the history and the present” because I want to learn more about historical events of Great Britain, political system, facts from the life of Princess Diana. Also I want to learn about famous sights of Great Britain.      
The aim of my essay is to learn the history and the present of Great Britain and to compare dynasties of boarding in Great Britain and in Russia. 
TASKS.
1. I have read books about the history and the present of Great Britain.

2. I have read magazines about Great Britain.
3. I have addressed to my teacher.

4. I have compared some historical facts. 
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General information.
The official name of Great Britain is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Great Britain is the name of the major island of the United Kingdom including England, Scotland and Wales; the United Kingdom, or the UK comprises Great Britain and Northern Ireland. But I want to speak about Great Britain. Great Britain is made up of England, Scotland and Wales. The capital of England is London. The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh. The capital of Wales is Cardiff. Britain is one of the world’s smaller countries with an area of some 244,100 square kilometers (94,250 sq. miles); with some 56 million people, it ranks about 14th in terms of population. About half the people live in a large belt stretching north-westwards from London across England. Other large concentrations of population are in the central lowlands of Scotland, south-east Wales and the Bristol area, parts of north-east England and along much of the English Channel coast. The official language is English. Currency: pound (consist of 100 pence) 
The British political system.
Great Britain is a parliamentary democracy with a Constitutional monarch. The UK is a democracy, and, for the purpose of elections, it is divided into 659 constituencies. Every four or five years, there is a general election. The people in each constituency elect one Member of Parliament (MP). He or she sits in the House of Commons, one of the two chambers of the British Parliament. Most of the candidates in a general election are members of one of three parties: the Labour Party, the Conservative Party and the Liberal Democrat Party. The party that wins most seats in the House of Commons forms the government, and the leader of that party becomes the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister, however, is not the Head of State; the monarch is the Head of State, but has no real power.
The Conservative Party: The Conservative Party, often called the Tory Party, is one of those which can trace its roots back to this early period. Today the Tory Party is that of big business, industry, commerce and landowners. Most of the money needed to run the party comes from large firms and companies. The party represents those who believe in private enterprise as opposed to state-owned undertakings. There is some division within the party itself: the more aristocratic wing and the lower-middle-class group. The Tories are a mixture of the rich and privileged- the monopolists and landowners. The Conservative Party is the most powerful and is often called a party of business directors.               
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The word ‘tory’ means an Irish highwayman and was applied to the conservatives by their opponents but later they adopted the name to describe themselves. The Tories opposed the ideas of the French Revolution, Parliamentary Reform and the development of Trade Unionism. They represent colonial policy. In home policy they opposed the tendencies of the Labour Party to nationalize gas, electricity, coal and the railways. Today the Conservative Party can broadly be described as the party of the middle and upper classes.       
The Liberal Party and the Labour Party: The Conservative Party and the Liberal Party are more than three hundred years old. The Tories called the Liberals ‘Whigs’. A ‘whig’ was a Scottish preacher who could go on for 4 or 5 hours at a time preaching moralising sermons. In the middle of the 19th century the Liberal Party represented the trading and manufacturing classes. Its slogan at that time was ‘Civil and Religious Liberty’. William Gladstone headed the first administration (1868-74) and for long periods then Liberals had a Parliamentary majority. During the second half of the 19th century many working people looked at the Liberal Party as an alternative to the Conservatives and their policy.

At the end of the 19th century and in the first two decades of this; the Liberal lost the support of working – class voters. In 1988 the Liberal Party made an alliance with Social Democrats and the Party of Liberal Democrats was formed. 

The Labour Party, formed in 1900, was the one which drew away working people’s support. It was founded by the Trades Unions. When the Labour Government was first elected in 1945 it showed a considerable change in policy from the Tories.

Since 1924 the Labour Party has been in and out of power four times with the Conservatives forming the government for the rest of the time. The social system has remained unchanged. As a result of divisions within the Labour Party its right – wing members broke away in 1981 to form a new organization, the Social Democratic Party. The later fought the 1983 election in an alliance with the Liberals, but only a small number of their MPs were elected. They would like to change the electoral system because they think the present system unfair.              
FLAGS.
The flag of England is white and red.

The flag of Scotland is blue and white.

The flag of Wales is white, green and red. 
(appendix 1)
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THE UNION JACK.

This is the popular name given to the flag of Great Britain. Actually it is called the Union Jack and it is a mixture of several flags. 

It all began in 1606 when Scotland was joined to England and Wales. The Scottish flag, St. Andrew’s Cross, blue with cross from corner to corner, was joined to the English Flag, St. George’s Cross, white with a red cross. The flag of St. George can still be seen on churches in England. 

Later, in1801, when Ireland was joined to the Union, as it was called, the Irish Flag of St. Patrick’s Cross was added, white with a red cross from corner to corner.

It this way the English people got the Union Flag which is red, white and blue. King James the Third (1566-1622) ordered that the Union Flag should be flown on the main mast of all British ships, except on ships of war. Here the flag was flown at the front of the ships, on what was called the bowsprit. The end of the bowsprit was called the Jack Star and so we get the name of Union Jack. A “jack”, by the way, is an old word for the sailor. The Union Jack is also on the flags of Australia and New Zealand. (appendix 2)     

EMBLEMS.
The different parts of Britain have their own emblems. They are all plants.

The emblem of England is a red rose.

The emblem of Scotland is a thistle.

The emblem of Wales is yellow daffodil. (appendix 3)
LEGEND.

In very ancient times the Vikings once landed somewhere in Scotland. They want to conquer Scots. But the Scots assembled with their arms and took their station behind the river Tay. After a long march the Scots rested near this river. It was late. The Vikings intended to take the Scots by surprise. So they put off their shoes but one of them stepped on a thistle and cried. It helped the Scots to win.

LEGEND.
Rose is emblem of England. In old times were there the house of York and house of Lancaster. The white rose was Lancastrians's emblem and the red rose was York’s emblem. Between these two Houses there was a long war called the War of the Roses. It continued 30 years and ended when Elizabeth of York and Henry VII (of Lancaster) got married
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Geographical position.
The British Isles are of island lying off the north – west coast of the continent of Europe. The largest islands are Great Britain and Island. 
There are no high mountains on these islands. Ben Nevis in Scotland, the largest mountain, is 1,343 meters high. The northern part of Scotland is called Highlands, and the southern part is called Lowlands. The highest mountain in Wales is Snowdon. It is 1,085 meters high. 
The British Isles have many rivers, but they are not very long. The Severn in England is the longest river. It is 354 kilometers long. It flows south – west into the Irish Sea. The Thames is the deepest and the most important one. It is 346 kilometers long.              

There are many beautiful lakes, but no great forests on the British Isles today. The lakes are mostly in Scotland and north – west England. The sea is naturally most important to the British Isles and seaports play a great part in the life of the country.     
The climate.
The climate of the British Isles is not very cold in winter and never very hot in summer. As a rule there is no ice on the lakes and rivers in winter and snow never lies on the ground for long. All parts of the British Isles get a lot of rain in all.   

The climate is generally mild and temperate. Prevailing winds are south – westerly; temperature is rarely above 32 oC or below – 10 oC. The average annual rainfall is more than 1600 mm in the mountainous areas of the west and north, but less than 800 mm over central and eastern parts. Rain is fairly well distributed throughout the year, but, on average, March to June is the driest months and September to January the wettest. During May, June and July – the months of longest daylight – the mean daily duration of sunshine varies from five hours in northern Scotland to eight hours in the Isle of Wight; during the months of shortest daylight – November, December and January – sunshine is at a minimum, with an average of an hour a day in northern Scotland and two hours a day on the south coast of England.        

History of Great Britain.
There are settlement’s traces of primitive people on the British Isles. Celts come here in 1BC (Before Christ). Country gets its name in honour of Britt’s tribe. Tribe of Pict is the most famous population lived in Scotland. Yulii Tsezar’ was the first Roman who came here but shortly he left the island. His receivers found here Roman settlements but they couldn’t subdue all the territory. When Rome grew weak Britt founded their kingdom. In 5 – 6 centuries in period of Great migration of people, England was conquered by Anglo – Saxons that built here 
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some kingdoms: Mersey, Kent, Nortumbiya and Essex. They were united by Great Alfred (the end of 9th century). He composed the first English code. Anglo – Saxons collied with attack of Viking’s in the 9th century. After that they have paid them the contribution – Dungeld. In second half of 11 century the king of Vikings Knud the 1st Powerful joined the England in his Empire. But when he died Anglo – Saxons returned their independence. The last king Garol’d the 2nd was killed by the Duke Wilhelm Normandsky in 1066. The Norman Conquest united the country. English nation began to shape. Great Charter of liberties was signed by Iowan Landless in 1212, when the rellion of barons compelled him to make it. This event puts start the progress of English monarchy as estate monarchy, that is it will be based on all estate of country. At the end of 13th century Wales has joined to English crown. Hundred Years’ War with France led to loss possessions of English kings on the continent. The independent kingdom of Scotland arose in the 9th century and it often fought with England. The English began conquer the Ireland in the 12th century.                                                                 
From the history of London.
London was an important city in Roman times, and there are substantial Roman remains, mostly below street level. By the Middle Ages, when London became the political and commercial capital of England, it was one of the most important cities in Europe.

The history of London begins about the year AD 43, when the Romans were in possession of the southern part of Britain and founded a military station on the present site of London. An insurrection of the British led by Boadicea caused it to be burned in AD 61. It was the centre of various disturbances until about 306, when Constantine constructed walls and fortifications, and thereby established stability and laid a firm basis for commercial prosperity. From 369 until 412 it was the capital of Britain, when it was known as Augusta. Subsequently it became the chief seat of Saxons. King Alfred expelled the Danes and fortified the city. It became famous as a commercial centre at the beginning of the reign of Edward III. 
London was not built as a city I the same way as Paris or New York. It began life as a Roman fortification at a place where it was possible to cross the River Thames. A wall was built around the town for defence, but during the long period of peace which followed the Norman Conquest, people built outside the walls. This building continued over the years, especially to the west of the City. In 1665 there was a terrible plague in London, so many people left the city and escaped to the villages in the surrounding countryside. About 69,000 people succumbed to the dread disease. In 1666 the Great Fire if London ended the plague, but it also destroyed much of the city. A destructive fire spread over 340 acres, burning about 15,000 houses. From these calamities the city recovered with marked rapidity. The Bank of England was established in 1649. Sir Hans Sloane founded the British Museum in 1759, the old walls were torn down in 1760, and about that time the streets were improved by pavements, lighting and sanitary regulations/. In 1840 the 
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present parliamentary buildings were commenced, and in rapid succession followed the construction of great parks and many different municipal improvements. Although people returned to live in the rebuilt city after the plague and the Great Fire, there were never again so Londoners living in the city centre. In the course of history the original commercial nucleus of the City of London (only a mile square – 2.6 sq. km) was adjoined by the City of Westminster, where the political centre established by monarchy was supplemented by the administrative offices of Parliament and Whitehall (originally a royal palace). Gradually London expanded, absorbing outlying villages, such as Kensington and Hampstead, until by the end of the 19th century (during which the industrial revolution had made London the largest and most important city in the world) much of the central area of London had been developed in a way which is still recognizable today. During the twentieth century growth has continued into the outer suburbs, into the surrounding areas known as the “home counties” (Kent, Surrey, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Essex) and into the 12 new towns (out of a total of 32 in Britain as a whole) which were created after 1945 within a radius of 129 km (80 miles) of London to help to relieve the pressure of population and the capital’s housing problem. To restrict the sprawl of built – up areas; London pioneered the concept of a “green belt” around the city, where the land is left open and free from further large – scale building development.
These days not many people live in the city centre, but London has spread further outwards into the country, including surrounding villages. Today the metropolis of Greater London covers some 700 square miles and the suburbs of London continue even beyond this area. Some people even commute over 100 miles (over 150 km) every day to work in London, while living far away from the city in the country or in other towns.                    
From the Empire to the Commonwealth.
Once the British Empire included a large number of countries all over the world ruled by Britain. The process of decolonization began in 1947 with the independence of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. Now, apart from Hong Kong and a few small islands, there is no longer an empire. But the British ruling classes tried not to lose influence over the former colonies of the British Empire. An association of former members of the British Empire and Britain was founded in 1949. It is called the Commonwealth. It includes many countries such as Ireland, Burma, the Sudan, Canada, New Zealand and others. The Queen of Great Britain is also the Head of the Commonwealth, and so the Queen of Canada, Australia, New Zealand…  
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COMPARING SOME HISTORICAL FACTS.
I want to compare some historical facts and dynasties of boarding in Russia and in Great Britain.
	Great Britain
	Russia

	Similarities

	Dissociation
	Dissociation

	The creation of uniform state 
	The creation of uniform state

	Absolutism (King) 
	Absolutism (Tsar Ivan IV)

	Differences

	The early bourgeois revolution(1640)=>the beginning of uniform development of capitalism 
	Long time there was serfdom and it is handicap to development of capitalism, capitalist attitudes gain in strength after a cancellation of the serfdom in 1861. The October revolution (1917) is the beginning of construction of socialism 

	1939 – 1945 Second World War, USSR and Great Britain were allies

	Nowadays attitudes between Great Britain and Russia are continued. The president of our state V. V. Putin had visited Great Britain many times.   
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THE ROYAL FAMILY
From the reign of Queen Victoria to 1990


QUEEN VICTORIA 1819 – 1901

m. Prince Albert of Saxe – Coburg and Gotha (Prince Consort) 


KING EDWARD VII 1814 – 1910

m. Princess Alexander of Denmark

(QUEEN ALEXANDRA 184 – 1953)

KING GEORGE V 1865 – 1936

m. Princess Mary of Teck

  (QUEEN MARY 1867 – 1953)


Duke of Windsor   KING GEORGE VI   Mary                   Henry                        George               Prince John   

1894 – 1972             1895 – 1952               Princess Royal   Duke of Gloucester   Duke of Kent    1905 – 1919   
KING                      m. Lady Elizabeth      1897 – 1965          1900 – 1974              1902 – 1942 

EDWARD VIII      Bowes Lyon                 m. Earl of           m.  Lady Alice           m. Princess  

(Abdicated 1936)   (QUEEN                       Harewood           Montagu Douglas      Marina of 

m. Wallis                ELIZABETH                                           Scott                         Greece

Simpson                  the Queen Mother)      2 sons

QUEEN ELIZBETH II    Princess Margaret               

b. 1926                                b. 1930                                        Edward                    Princess                Prince Michael
m. Philip                             m. Anthony, Earl of                   Duke of Kent          Alexandra               b. 1942 
Duke of Edinburgh           Snowdon                                     b. 1935                    b. 1936                    m. Baroness
                                            (Divorced 1978)                          m. Katherine            m. Hon.                   Marie-Christine 
                                                                                                Worsley                   Angus                      von Reibnitz
                                                                                                                                 Ogilvy
                       David                Lady Sarah                           2 son and
                Viscount Lindley    Armstrong – Jones              2 daughter                1 son and                  1 son and 
                 b. 1961                    b. 1964                                                                    1 daughter                 1 daughter

                                                                       Prince William          Richard Duke of 

                                                                       1941 – 1972                  Gloucester

                                                                                                              b. 1944
                                                                                                             m. Brigitte van Deurs

Charles                  Anne                    Andrew               Prince
Prince of Wales    Princess Royal   Duke of York     Edward                      1 son and 2 daughters                                   
b. 1948                   b. 1950                  b. 1960               b. 1964

m. Lady                  m. Captain             m. Sarah
Diana Spenser        Mark Phillips         Ferguson


                  Peter Phillips      Zara Phillips   Princess Beatrice         Princess Eugenie of York
                   b. 1977               b. 1981               of York                          b. 1990

                                                                          b. 1988

Prince Henry      Prince William
of Wales               of Wales
b. 1984                   b. 1982
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Russian dynast. Romanovy.

Andrei Ivanovich Kobyla …-1351  

Fedor Andreevich Koshka …-1393

Ivan Fedorovich Koshkin …-1427

Zaharii Ivanovich Koshkin …-1461

Yuri Zahar’evich Koshkin (Zaharin) … 1504


Zahariny      - Yur’evy


Vasilii                 Mikhail     Ivan                 ROMAN      Gregory     Acsin’y     Semen        Feodosia

Dead 1498          d. 1539      d. 1503            d. 1543         d. 1556      d. 1543      


                      Daniil                   Dolmat                             Anna             Anastasia
                     d. 1564                  d. 1545                        d. after 1573       d. 1584

NIKITA

d. 1586


Anna           Maria        Dmitrii       Ivan     Evdokia          Fedor

(appendix 8)
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The Main Events to Remember.
1066-Norman invasion of England. Battle of Hastings. William I the Conqueror becomes king.

1215-Magna Carta signed

1265-First House of Commons: representatives from every shire and town are summoned to attend

1277-84-Conquest of Wales

1291-1307-Strugge with Scotland

1337-1453-Hundred Years’ War

1455-Wars of the Roses: houses of Lancaster and York fight for the throne

1485-Battle of Bosworth: Richard III killed by Henry Tudor, who becomes king

1605-Gunpowder plot: Catholics try to blow up Houses of Parliament. Guy Fakes executed in 1606

1642-45-Civil War (Great Rebellion)

1649-Execution of Charles I. England becomes a republic

1660-The Restoration: Parliament recalls King Charles II

1665-Great Plague in London

1666-Great Fire of London

1688-The Glorious Revolution: Protestants call in the Dutch William of Orange to be King of England

1707-Union of England and Scotland as Great Britain 

1756-Seven Years` War begins against France: fight for colonies in America and India

1759-Battle of Quebec: British conquer Canada 

1763-Peace of Parish ends Seven Years` War: England keeps Florida, Canada, India, and Grenada
1775-American war of Independence begins

1776-American Declaration of Independence          

1801-Union of Great Britain and Ireland

1805-Battle of Trafalgar: Nelson defeats Napoleon's invasion armies 

1815-Battle of Waterloo: Napoleon defeated 

1845-46-Irish famine kills almost a million Irish people

1853-56-Crimean war against Russia. Florence Nightingale-founder of modern nursing

1857-58-The Indian troops rebel against the British

1863-The first underground line opened to passengers in London

1867-Canada becomes the first Dominion 

1871-Trades Unions formally legalized 

1897-Victoria`s Diamond Jubilee: 60 years of reign     

1901-Australia becomes a Dominion

1910-Union of South Africa becomes a Dominion

1912-The Titanic Disaster with the loss of 1513 lives
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1914-18-World War I: Britain, France and Russia fight against Germany, Australia and Italy

1921-Irish Free State: 26 southern counties become a Dominion

1931-Statue of Westminster recognizes the independence of the Dominions

1939-45-World War II: Britain, France, USSR and USA fight against Germany, Italy, and Japan
1944-D-Day: the landing of allies in Normandy (6 June)

1947-End of the British Empire. India and Pakistan are independent; all remaining colonies follow until 1980

1973-Britain joins the Common Market

1982-Faulklands War

1991-Gulf War: US and European (mainly British) forces liberate Kuwait in few days

1993-The Channel Tunnel opened (The Chunnel)

1997-The Labour Party wins the General Election   

Modern Great Britain.

Today, in a new age of modern technology, Britain has made important advances in such new industries as electronics and telecommunications equipment, in aircraft and aircraft engines, in plastics and synthetic materials, radio-isotopes and new drugs-all major exports. At the same time Britain has harnessed traditional craftsmanship to modern methods to continue to produce those items for which she is justly famous, such as pottery, glassware, woolen and leather goods. Engineering industries produce many leading exports: electrical machinery, cars, tractors and commercial vehicles, bicycles and precision instruments of many kinds make up nearly half the goods exported.     

British Kings and Queens.

WILLIAM I (THE CONQUEROR)

1066-1087

He was descended from Viking freebooters and warlords. William I was a hard man in every sense – a ferocious warrior, a harsh ruler, a driving administrator and a man of vigorous principles. His willpower was massive and his temper was fearsome
RICHARD I (Coeur de Lion) 
1189-1199 

He was the complete cosmopolitan military adventurer – tough, glamorous, a brilliant general and a restless wanderer. As a king of England he was a disaster. “Lion Heart” wasn’t very patriotic. In his ten years as king he only spent a few months in England, and it is doubtful that he could actually speak English. He once said that he would have sold the whole country if he could have found a buyer. Fortunately he couldn’t find anyone with the necessary sum!

15

HENRY VIII
1509-1547

His government excels flamboyance and imperiousness. Henry VIII stands out as a colossus among English kings. Gigantic in appetites, destructiveness and creativity, he slammed the door of history on the Middle Ages and thrust England into a new era. Henry VIII had six wives. But not many people know that his sixth wife, Catherine Parr, had four husbands of her own including Henry.

Elizabeth I
1558-1603

She was the last great monarch to rule as well as reign in England, and she presided over a nation that suddenly came into an accession of strength

Elizabeth II

From 1952 to present.

The Queen is very rich as are other members of the royal family. In addition, the government pays for her expenses as Head of State, for a royal yacht, train and aircraft as well as for the upkeep of several palaces. The Queen’s image appears on stamps, notes and coins. Elizabeth II has five Rolls Royce’s and they are the only cars in Britain that have no number plates. The Queen’s husband, the Duke of Edinburgh, doesn’t want to get spotted in a big limo, so he has bought a black taxi for short trips in town. (appendix 4)
Margaret Thatcher. 
Thatcher Margaret  (1925), English state and the public figure, the prime minister of the Great Britain in 1979-90, the leader of Conservative party in 1975-90. In 1970-1974 minister of education and sciences. The first woman in the rank of the English prime minister. Even among conservatives Thatcher it was allocated with extreme right sights. Having come to authority, she (it) has led a policy (politics) of reduction of participation of the state in economy, decrease (reductions) in burden of the State expenditure, rationalization of the budget of the country, strengthening of national currency. (appendix 5) 
Princess Diana.
Diana, princess of Wales, nee lady Diana Francis Spenser (on July, 1 1961, Sandringem, a county Norfolk - on August, 31 1997, Paris), the former wife of the successor of the British throne of prince Charles, mother of princes William and Harry. From notable well-born family. Parent’s Diana has gone away in 1975. The girl has received education in Switzerland and after returning to England worked as the teacher in an exclusive kindergarten. She has attracted attention of royal family, and her begun friendship with Prince Charles once has caused interest of press. Their wedding which was taken place on July, 29 1981 in cathedral of St. Paul, has been extraordinary widely advertised. Each step of a young couple was under steadfast attention of mass media and the arisen difficulties in attitudes with 
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Prince Charles instantly came property of the public. To keep a marriage appeared impossible - divorce has taken place on August, 28 1996. Diana actively was engaged in charities, personally visited many hopeless patients in the different countries of the world, conducted the companies in protection of animals, against brutal kinds of the weapon. Means mass information repeatedly named Diana « the most known woman of 20 centuries ». The tragically, ridiculous destruction in accident of princess Diana has caused the unprecedented response in many countries is especial in the Great Britain. (appendix 6)
SIGHTS.

Stonehenge.

About 4,600 years ago – or maybe more- the Stone Age inhabitants of Britain started building an enormous stone structure. This structure is now called Stonehenge, and it is near Salisbury, in the South of England. The largest of the Stonehenge stones weigh 50 tons, and the smallest weighs 5 tons. The people who started Stonehenge were primitive. They used no metal and their tools were made only of stone, bone and wood. Those primitive people usually spent all day, from sunrise to sunset, hunting, fishing and growing crops. They started to build Stonehenge in about 1,000 B. C. and finished it 600 years later. Thousands of men and women took part in building it. Why did they build this structure, and how did they do it? The builders of Stonehenge could not read or write, so they have left us no records of the work. And we do not know how Stonehenge was built.   

The Tower of London.
The City is the oldest part of the capital. Among the first historic buildings is the Tower of London, built in 1807. 

The history of London is closely connected with the Tower. They say that London is the key to England the Tower is the key to London. The Tower of London was founded by William the Conqueror. It was begun with the aim of protecting Londoners from invasion by the river. Since then the Tower has served as fortress, palace, state prison and royal treasury, now it is a museum. During the reign of Henry VII part of it became a menagerie, and it was one of the citizens’ edges to catch salmon. It is now over a century since a Thames salmon was caught – although as late as the 1820s the fish sold at Billingsgate were all caught locally. Tower Bridge is close by the Tower of London and also is St. Paul’s Cathedral, the greatest of English churches.       
Westminster abbey.
The great glory of Westminster is, of course, the Abbey. Ancient tradition claims that St. Peter founded the first church here, but the Abbey’s 900 years of existence since its dedication go back to Edward the Confessor. Henry III rebuilt the earlier church and the present building dates from his reign. If you have never visited the Abbey before, try to go in slowly and look about carefully. For the immediate effect, as you follow the wonderfully vaulted roof along the length of 
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the nave, is a startling and breathtaking beauty. There is an element of greatness here that is not just concerned with size and height.  
Big Ben.
Why is this bell called “Big Ben”? When the great bell was cast in London foundry in 1858, the question of its name was discussed in Parliament. One member said, “Why not call it Big Ben?” There was much laughter among the members because the man in charge of public buildings was Sir Benjamin Hall, a very tall, stout man whose nickname was “Big Ben”. 

From that time the bell has been known as Big Ben. The bell is 7 foot 6 inches high, and 9 foot 6 inches across the month. It weighs 13.5 tons (about the same as two double – decker buses). “Big Ben” is the name of the bell only – not the clock, and not the tower.      

The House of Parliament.

The House of Parliament constitutes perhaps the most popular and widely spread image of London, known and recognized throughout halls and various parliamentary offices. The Palace of Westminster, together with Victoria Tower and the Clock Tower – which houses the most famous clock in the world, Big Ben – form an unmistakable architectural complex. But the Towers and the House of Parliament are not only associated architecturally, but also in the democratic spirit that riles the political life developed in the House of Commons, for, if Parliament is sitting – British parliamentary debates constitute an exemplary political spectacle – the flag flies on top of Victoria Tower during the whole day. If the debates go on during the night – which quite often happens in the dynamic parliamentary life of Great Britain, especially if matters highly important for the nation are being discussed – a light burns above Big Ben in the Clock Tower. This light at night and the flag during the day – time signal for the people of London that the members of Parliament, each from his own political point of view, are watching over the nation’s interests. 

The House of Parliament can be visited by the public. The entrance is through the door located at the foot of Victoria Tower and next to the Royal Arch. Visitors start at the Royal Gallery and then go to the House of Lords. Here there is the historical Woolsack, where the Lord Chancellor takes his place to preside over the sittings. From here, visitors proceed towards the Central Corridor, crossing the walls of the Central Corridor are very interesting. Passing from here visitors arrive at the Antechamber of the Commons and then continue to the actual Commons itself. 

At the end of the House of Commons is the parliamentary majority sit. The members of the groups that form the Opposition sit on the left, directly facing the Government benches. Another interesting point in the House of Parliament is St. Stephen’s Hall, which is decorated with very valuable frescos. From St. Stephen’s Hall one reaches Westminster Hall. It is one of the oldest buildings in London. (appendix 7)           
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Conclusion.

In consequence of my work I have known that the history of Great Britain is very interesting. Studying this topic I have learned about interesting facts from the life of Princess Diana. Also I came to conclusion that Great Britain and Russia have similarities and differences. 
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