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This work is dedicated to topic of Oscar and its history. The Oscars are hegemonic in that they affirm many of the values associated with American dominant culture. These in​clude democracy, equality, hard work, individuality, competi​tiveness, upward mobility, occupational achievement and mon​etary success. While the Academy Awards purports to celebrate these values, a closer analysis reveals inherent contradictions.

to explore the political side of North America’s film industry. What is the process that a movie must undertake in order to be nominated?
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· To find out why Oscar is so popular;
· Does the Ideology of Oscar exist;

· Is the any Business connected with it

In my work I have tried to expose peculiarities of Oscar Ceremony, pointed out main features and analyze its popularity.

The work is performed through comprehension, interpretation, and analysis of organization, its history and what does it take to win a Oscar.
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Different methods of analysis were used to solve the task of the work.

· Analysis

· Comparison 

· Observation 

The sources of the subject of investigation are given in literature at the eng of the paper.

I believe that my work will be interesting for those who learn English and love art and culture.   
Academy and Statuette History

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences is a professional honorary organi​zation composed of over 6,000 motion picture artists and craftsmen and women. The purposes of the Academy are to advance the arts and sciences of motion pictures; foster cooperation among creative leaders for cul​tural, educational and technological progress; recognize outstanding achievements; coop​erate on technical research and improvement of methods and equipment; provide a com​mon forum and meeting ground for various branches and crafts; 
The Academy was organized in May, 1927, as a nonprofit corporation chartered under the laws of California. Its original 36 members included production executives and film lu​minaries of the time.

A popular story has been that an Academy librarian and eventual executive director, Mar​garet Herrick, thought the statuette resembled her Uncle Oscar and said so, and that as a result the Academy staff began referring to it as Oscar.

Hollywood columnist Sidney Skolsky used the name in his column in ref​
erence to Katharine Hepburn's first Best Actress win. The Academy itself didn't use the
nickname officially until 1939.
 Since its conception, the Oscar statuette has met exacting uniform standards - with a few notable exceptions. In the 1930s, juvenile play​ers received miniature replicas of the statuette; ' ventriloquist Edgar Bergen was presented with a wooden statuette with a moveable mouth; and Walt Disney was honored with one full-size and seven miniature statuettes on behalf of his animated feature Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Between 1942 and 1944, in support of the war effort, Oscars were made of plaster. After the War, winners turned in the tempo​rary awards for golden Oscar statuettes.

The traditional Oscar statuette, however, hasn't changed, since the 1940s, when the base was made higher. In 1945, the base was changed from marble to metal and in 1949, Academy Award statuettes began to be num​bered, starting with No. 501. 

	Actor in a Leading Role
	2004
	Johnny Depp -  PIRATES OF THE CARIBIAN: THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL 

Ben Kingsley  - HOUSE OF THE SAND AND FOG

Jude Law – COLD MOUNTAIN

Bill Murray – LOST IN TRANSLATION 

Sean Penn – MYSTIC RIVER Winner!

	
	2005
	John Chidl– HOTEL RWANDA 

Johnny Depp  –FINDING NEVERLAND 

Leonardo DiCaprio– THE AVIATOR 

Clint Eastwood– MILLION DOLLAR BABY 

Jaimi Foks - RAY Winner!

	
	2006
	Fillip Seimor Hoffman – KAPOTE Winner!
Terrens Hajard – HUSTE & FLOW 

Hit Ledger –BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 

Hoakin Feniks – WALK THE LINE 

David Stratairn – GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK

	Actor in a Supporting Role
	2004
	Alec Baldwin – THE COOLER 

Benicio Del Toro - 21 GRAMS 

Djimon Hounsou – IN AMERICA 

Tim Robbins - MYSTIC RIVER Winner!

Ken Watanabe- THE LAST SAMURAI

	
	2005
	Alan Olda  - THE AVIATOR 

Thomas Haiden Charch - SIDEWAYS 

Jaimi Foks - COLLATERAL 

Morgan Freeman – MILLION DOLLAR BABY Winner!
Klaiv Oyen - CLOSER 

	
	2006
	George Kluny  - SYRIANA Winner!
Mett Dyllon – CRASH

Paul Dgamatty – CINBERELLA MAN

Jake Gaillenkhaal – BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 

William Khert  - A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE 

	Actress in a Leading Role
	2004
	Keisha Castle-Hughes – WHALE RIDER 

Diane Keaton – SOMETHIND’S GOTTA GIVE 

Samantha Morton – IN AMERICA 

Charlize Theron - MONSTER Winner!
Naomi Watts - 21 GRAMS

	
	2005
	Annett Benyng –BEING JULIA 

Katalyna Sandyno Moreno – MARIA FULL OF GRACE  

Imelda Stonton  – VERA DRAKE 

Hilary Suonk– MILLION DOLLAR BABY Winner!
Kate Winslet  - ENTERAL SUNSHIDE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND

	
	2006
	Judy Dench – MRS HENDERSON PRESENTS

Felysyty Khaffman – TRANSAMERICA 

Kara Naytly –PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

Sharlyz Teron  - NORTH COUNTRY 

Ryz Yyzerspun – WALK THE LINE Winner!

	Actress in a Supporting Role
	2004
	Shohreh Aghdashloo – HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG
Patricia Clarkson – PIECES OF APRIL 

Marcia Gay Harden -  MYSTIC RIVER 

Holly Hunter - THIRTEEN 

Renee Zellweger  - COLD MOUTAIN Winner!

	
	2005
	Kate Blanshett – AVIATOR Winner!
Laura Lynny– KINSEY 

Virginia Medsen – SIDEWAYS 

Sophie Okonedo – HOTEL RWANDA 

Natalie Portman – CLOSER

	
	2006
	Amy Adams – JUNEBUG 

Catherine Kyner – CAPOTE 

Frensys McDormand– NORTH COUNTRY 

Raychel Vays – THE CONSTANT GARDENER Winner!
Uilams Myshel – BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 

	Animated Feature Film
	2004
	BROTHER BEAR 

LES TRIPLETTERS DE BELLEVILLE

FINDING NEMO  Winner!

	
	2005
	THE INCREDIBLES Winner!
SHARK TALE 

SHREK-2 

	
	2006
	"HOWL’S MOVING CASTLE

CORPSE BRIDE 
WALLACE & GROMIT: CURSE OF THE WERE – RABBIT Winner!

	Art Direction
	2004 

	Ben van Os, Cecile Heideman - GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING  

Lilly Kilvert, Gretchen Rau -  THE LAST SAMURAI  
Grant Major, Dan Hennah, Alan Lee - THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
William Sandell, Robert Gould -  MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD

	
	2005
	AVIATOR Winner!
FINDING NEVERLAND

LEMONY SNIKET’S A SERIES OF UNFORTUNE EVENTS

PHANTON OF THE OPERA

UN LONG DIMANCHE DE FIANCAILLES 

	
	2006
	Jim Bissell, Jan Pascale  - GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK 
Stuart Craig, Stephanie McMillan -  HARRY POTTER AND THE GOLBET OF FIRE

Grant Major, Dan Hennah, Simon Bright -  KING KONG

John Myhre, Gretchen Rau -  MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA Winner!
Sarah Greenwood , Katie Spencer  - PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

	Cinematography
	2004
	Cesar Charlone – CITY OF GOD 
John Seale – COLD MOUNTAIN

Eduardo Serra – GIRL WITH A PEALR EARNING

Russell Boyd  - MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD Winner!
John Schwartzman - SABISCUIT

	
	2005
	AVIATOR Winner!
HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA

UN LONG DIMANCHE DE FIANCAILLES

	
	2006
	Wally Pfister  - BATMAN BEGINS

Rodrigo Prieto -  BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN

Robert Elswit -  GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOG LUCK 

Dion Beebe  - MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA Winner!
Emmanuel Lubezki - THE NEW WORLD

	Costume Design
	2004
	Dien van Straalen -  GIRL WITH A PEALR EARNING 
Ngila Dickson  - THE LAST SAMURAI

Ngila Dickson -  THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
Wendy Weir -  MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 

Judianna Makovsky -  SABISCUIT 

	
	2005
	AVIATOR Winner!
FINDING NEVERLAND

LEMONY SNIKET’S A SERIES OF UNFORTUNE EVENTS

RAY 

TROY

	
	2006
	Gabriella Pescucci -  CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY

Colleen Atwood  - MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA Winner!
Sandy Powell  - MRS. HENDERSON PRESENTS

Jacqueline Durran -  PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

Arianne Phillips  - WALK THE LINE

	Directing
	2004
	Fernando Meirelles - CITY OF GOD
Peter Jackson - THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
Sofia Coppola  - LOST IN TRANSLATION 

Peter Weir  - MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Clint Eastwood  - MYSTIC RIVER 

	
	2005
	Martin Scoreizen - THE AVIATOR 

Clint Istvood - MILLION DOLLAR BABY Winner!
Tailour Heckford - RAY 
Alexandor Pain - SIDEWAYS 
Maikl Li - VERA DRAKE

	
	2006
	Aing Li - BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN Winner!
Bennett Miller - CAPOTE 
Paul Haggis - CRASH 
George Kluny - GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOG LUCK 

 Stiven Spilberg - MUNICH 

	Documentary Feature
	2004
	BALSEROS

CAPTURING THEFRIEDMANS
FOG OF WAR: ELEVEN LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF ROBERT S. MCNAMARA Winner!
MY ARCHITECT: A SON’S JOURNEY 

THE WEATHER UNDERGROUND

	
	2005
	BORN INTO BROTHELS Winner!
THE STORY OF THE WEEPING CAMEL

SUPER SIZE ME
TUPAC: RESURRECTION 

TWIST OF FAITH

	
	2006
	DARWIN’S NIGHTMARE

ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM 

LA MARCHE DE L’EMPEREUR Winner!
MURDERBALL 

STREET FIGHT

	Documentary Short Subject
	2004
	ASULUM 

CHERNOBYL HEART Winner!
FERRY TALES

	
	2005
	AUTISM IS A WORLD 

THE CHILDREN OF LENINGRADSKY
HARDWOOD 

MIDHTY TIMES: THE CHILDREN’S MARCH Winner! 

ROSE’S PASSION

	
	2006
	THE GEATH OF KEVIN CARTER: CASUALTY OF THE BANG BAND CLUB

GOD SLEEPS IN RWANDA

THE MUSHROOM CLUB

A NOTE OF TRIUMPH: THE GOLDEN AGE OF NORMAN CORVIN Winner!

	Film Editing
	2004
	Daniel Rezende - CITY OF GOD 
Walter Murch -  COLD MOUNTAIN 

Jamie Selkirk  - THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
Lee Smith -  MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 

William Goldenberg - SEABISCUIT 

	
	2005
	AVIATOR Winner!
COLLATERAL

FINDING NEVERLAND 

MILLION DOLLAR BABY 

RAY

	
	2006
	Mike Hill, Dan Hanley  - CINDERELLA MAN

Claire Simpson -  THE CONSTANT GARDENER Hughes Winborne -  CRASH Winner!
Michael Kahn -  MUNICH

Michael McCusker  - WALK THE LINE

	Foreign Language Film
	2004
	THE BARBARIAN INVASTION – Canada Winner!
EVIL  - Sweden

"THE TWILIDHT SAMURAI  - Japan

TWIN SISTERS  - Netherlands - Luxembourg

ZELARY - Czechia

	
	2005
	AS IN HEAVEN - Sweden
CHORISTES - France
DER UNTERGANG - Germany
MAR ADENTO – Spain Winner!
YESTERDAY  - Africa

	
	2006
	LA BESITA NEL CUORE – Italy 

JOYEUX NOEL – France  

PARADISE NOW - Palestine 

SOPHIE SCHOLL – DIE LETZTEN TAGE – Germany  

TSOTSI – Africa Winner!

	Makeup
	2004
	THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBIAN: THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL

	
	2005
	LEMONY SNIKET’S A SERIES OF UNFORTUNE EVENTS Winner!
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 

MAR ADENTRO

	
	2006
	THE CHONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WHITCH AND THE WARDROBE Winner!
CINBERELLA MAN

STAR WARS: EPISODE III – REVENGE OF THE SITH

	Music (Score)
	2004
	BIG FISH 

COLD MOUNTAIN 

FINDING NEMO 

HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 

THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!

	
	2005
	FINDING NEVERLAND Winner!
HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN
LEMONY SNIKET’S A SERIES OF UNFORTUNE EVENTS

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST

THE VILLAGE 

	
	2006
	BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN Winner!
THE CONSTANT GARDENER

MEMOIRS OF GEISHA

MUNICH 

PRIDE NAD PREJUDICE 

	Music (Song)
	2004
	THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
A MIGHTY WIND

COLD MOUNTAIN 

LES TRIPLETTERS DE BELLEVILLE

COLD MOUNTAIN

	
	2005
	SHREK 2 

DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLETA Winner!
THE POLAR EXPRESS
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 

CHORISTES 

	
	2006
	CRASH 

HUSTLE & FLOW Winner!
TRANSAMERICA 

	Best Picture
	2004
	THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
LOST IN TRANSLATION 

MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 

	
	2005
	THE AVIATOR 

FINDING NEVERLAND 

MILLION GOLLAR BABY Winner!
RAY 

SIDEWAYS 

	
	2006
	BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN  

CAPOTTE 

CRASH Winner!
GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK 

MUNICH 

	Short Film (Animated)
	2004
	BOUNDIN 
DESTINO 

GONE NUTTY 

HARVIE KRUMPLET  Winner!
NIBBLES 

	
	2005
	BIRTHDAY BOY 
GOPHER BROKE " 

GUARD DOG 

LORENZO 
RYAN Winner!

	
	2006
	BADGERED 

THE MOON AND THE SON: AN IMAGINED CONVERSATION Winner!
THE MYSTERIOUS GEOGRAPHIC EXPLORATIONS OF JASPER MORELLO  

9 
ONE MAN BANG

	Short Film (Live Action)
	2004
	THE RAD JACKET 

THE BRIGE 

SQUASH  

A TORSION 

TWO SOLDIERS Winner!

	
	2005
	EVERYTHING IN THIS COUNTRY MUST 

LITTLE TERRORIST 

7:35 IN THE MORNING  

TWO CARS, ONE NIGHT "
WASP   Winner!

	
	2006
	AUSREISSER 
CASHBANK 

 THE LAST FARM 
OUR TIME IS UP 

SIX SHOOTER Winner!

	Sound Editing
	2004
	THE LAST 

THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBIAN: THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL 
SEABISCUIT 

	
	2005
	THE INCREDIBLES Winner!
THE POLAR EXPRESS 

SPIDER –MAN 2 

	
	2006
	KING KONG Winner!
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 

WAR OF THE WORLDS 

	Sound Mixing

	2004
	FINGING NEMO 

MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD Winner!
PIRATES OF THE CARIBIAN: THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL 

	
	2005
	AVIATOR 

THE INCREDIBLES 

THE POLAR EXPRESS 

RAY Winner!
SPIDER- MAN 2 

	
	2006
	THE CHONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WHITCH AND THE WARDROBE 

KING KONG Winner!
MEMOIRS OF GEISHA 

WALK THE LINE 

WAR OF THE WORLDS 

	Visual Effects

	2004
	THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
" MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBIAN: THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL 

	
	2005
	HARRI POTTER NAD THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN 

I, ROBOT 
SPIDER –MAN 2 Winner!

	
	2006
	THE CHONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WHITCH AND THE WARDROBE 

KING KONG Winner!
WAR OF THE WORLD 

	Writing (Original Screenplay)
	2004
	AMERICAN SPLENDOR 

CITY OF GOD 

THE LORD OF THE RING: THE RETURN OF THE KING Winner!
MYSTIC RIVER 

GARY ROSS 

	
	2005
	BEFORE SUNSET 
FINDING NEVERLAND 

MILLION DOLLAR BABY 

DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLETA 
SIDERWAYS Winner!

	
	2006
	MUNICH 

CAPOTE 

THE CONSTANT GARDENER 

A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE  

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN Winner!

	Writing (Adapted Screenplay)

	2004
	THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS 
DIRTY PRETTY THINGS 
FINGING NEMO 

IN AMERICA 

LOST IN TRANSLATIONS Winner! 

	
	2005
	AVIATOR 

ENTERAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND Winner!
HOTEL RWANDA 
THE INCREDIBLES  
VERA DRAKE 

	
	2006
	CRASH Winner!
GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK 

MATCH POINT 

THE SQUID AND THE WHALE 

SYRIANA 

	Honorary Award

	2004
	-

	
	2005
	Syndy Lymet Winner!

	
	2006
	Robert Oltman Winner!


It's that time of year again - the annual ritual known as "Oscar night". The Academy Awards offer an excellent opportunity for students to explore the political side of North America's film industry. What is the process that a movie must undertake in or​der to be nominated? What strategies are used to "sell" a film to voting members of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences? What does it take to win a coveted Oscar?

What Is the "Academy"?

The Academy Awards are given by the American Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS). The Academy Awards telecast is the most visible, though not necessarily most important, activity undertaken by AMPAS. The most valuable work done by the Academy is in the area of film preservation. 
Who Belongs to AMPAS?

Membership is by invitation only and consists of approxi​mately 6,000 members who represent about 10 percent of those actually working in the film industry. One does not need to be a member to be nominated for an Oscar. Only about 50-60 per​cent of the membership can be counted on to vote. The annual membership fee is $100.   

[image: image1]
One of the frequent criticisms of the Academy Awards is that its aging membership does not reflect popular demographic trends. In fact, there is a full generation gap between the ages of average members of AMPAS and the ages of active filmmakers. There are two or more generations between the ages of average members and average filmgoers.

Oscar's Timeline

	December I
	Film credits submitted to AMPAS, usually by the producers or the studio, to qualify for nomination. 

	December 31
	Award's year ends (at midnight). 

	Early January


	AMPAS members are mailed a booklet listing eligible films. 

	Mid-January


	Nomination ballots are mailed to AMPAS members who then have ten days to mail them back. 

	End of January


	Nomination polls close. The sealed ballots are carried by armed guard from the AMPAS offices to the offices of Price Waterhouse, a nationally known accounting firm that veri​fies the secret coding on the ballots designed to prevent for​geries.

	Mid-February


	Nominations announced by AMPAS officials, with the help of last year's Supporting Role Oscar winners, to a group of 500 international journalists at 5:30 am in the AMPAS theatre

	End of February


	Screenings of nominated films in AMPAS' state-of-the-art Sam​uel Goldwyn Theatre

	Mid-March
	Final ballots are mailed out. Voters have two weeks to return them

	Stage manager 3rd week of March


	Final polls close. 



	4-th week of March


	Awards presentation.




What Exactly Is an "Oscar"?

The Oscar is a tin and copper statuette of a naked man hold​ing a sword and standing on a reel of film. The award weighs 8 1/2 pounds and is plated with gold.
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Do you know what film will be nomimated

Since the list of winners is kept secret until the telecast, the awards handed out on television are blanks. The Academy re​claims tile statuettes the morning after the telecast and has them engraved, before they are shipped 'back to the anxious recipients. The personalized engraving is on a small plaque attached to the pedestal on which Oscar stands. The engraving includes the year, the award category and the name of the recipient. Each statuette is also engraved with a serial number on the back of its base.
Quotes about the Oscars

"Two hours of sparkling entertainment spread over four hours."
Johnny Carson, early host

"What does the Academy Award mean? I don't think it means much of anything."


Sally Field, 1980 and
“… [the Oscar means] you like me – you really like me!”

Sally Field, 1984

"The Academy awards are obscene, dirty...no better than a beauty contest."

Dustin Hoffman, 1975

"Watching it on television...I felt disgusted - as though I were attending a public hanging...No one should have a chance to see so much desire, so much need for a prize, and so much pain when it was not given."

Glenda Jackson, 1979

"It should be fun to go to - not agony. There's something barbaric about it"

Paul Newman, 1969

\
The Academy Awards Telecast as a Media Event

The Oscar telecast is the most widely viewed annual media event in the world originating from the United States. It has an audience of a billion people in 90 countries. The all-time top-rated Oscar telecast was in 1983, when it drew close to 81 mil​lion viewers in the United States.

Several hundred seats are reserved for the nomi​nees, the presenters, various entourages from the corporate ad​vertisers sponsoring the Oscar telecast, and well-connected in​dividuals accompanied by their escorts.

The remaining seats are then available to AMPAS members on a first come-first serve basis since there are many more mem​bers than there are seats. Those who wish to attend will pay between $50 and $200 per ticket. Scalpers will charge as much as $1500.

The seating plan is carefully controlled. The nominees and presenters are seated in a "golden horseshoe" close to the stage so that their faces are easily seen by the eleven television camer​as and the winners won't have far to walk when they collect their awards.

The Business of Awarding Oscars
	
	

	The Academy
	The TV program earns AMPAS $2 million per year and pays for most of its other activities

	The television network
	ABC makes millions by selling advertising during the show for $10 thousand per second. Expensive  stars, who would never otherwise appear on television, will work for free. The show itself is relatively cheap to produce com​pared to a movie or mini-series.

	The movie industry
	The telecast promotes Hollywood mov​ies and the entire broadcast is virtually a commercial for the previous year's films.

	The winners
	Prestige, truly international stardom and eco​nomic benefits result from winning an award though grateful recipients value the peer recognition as much as many of the more tangible benefits.


The film winning the Best Picture Oscar can usually count on increased box office revenues of $20 to $50 million in the weeks after the telecast, providing the film is still being exhibit​ed in theaters.   '

If the film is already available on video, rentals and sales of the video will increase, but this has a negligible influence on total earnings. For this reason, Hollywood studios will usually release their serious Oscar contenders in December, both to cap​italize on the huge Christmas market and so that the film is "fresh" in the minds of AMPAS voters in the new year.

The Best Actor/Actress/Director awards have limited box of​fice value. The other awards have virtually none except as an advertising come-on to try and Sure people into the theatre.

How Are the Oscars Awarded?

There are about 5,000 voting members of the Academy. Only a few hundred live outside the Los Angeles area. All voting mem​bers of the Academy get to vote for nominees for Best Picture. The other nominees are selected only by those who work in their specialized areas. (Only directors vole for directors, etc.) The members of each group nominate up to five individuals .who, they feel, have demonstrated excellence in their respective areas of expertise.

The top five recipients of votes in each category become the official nominees. All voting Academy members get to vote for all the major categories, even technical areas in which they may have no expertise. 
Special screenings, publicity campaigns and media events are arranged by the studios for voting mem​bers although, in recent years, there has been a backlash against obvious and lavish attempts at "vote-buying ."

Foreign, film nominees must have Hnsiiish subtitles and are submitted by each country's equivalent to AM PAS. There is only one nomination per country.

Oscar Winners: Keeping the Secrets

AMPAS voting members mail in their choices and the votes are tabulated. The results arc kept secret from all but the three tabulators who are locked in a guarded counting room, make the final tabulations on the day of (he telecast, and prepare the sealed envelopes announcing the winners.

An official takes charge of the 22 sealed envelopes brings them to the awards and hands them to the presenters just before the winners are announced.
Rituals Associated With Oscar

Watching the Oscar telecast has become the equivalent of a secular religious experience for many. The Oscars occur every year at the same time and there are strict rules and regulations and hundreds of commandments. The Oscar itself has become a sacred icon within the industry.

When the stars leave their seats to present or receive awards, prepare for production numbers, or go to the toilet, a team of 128 "seat fillers" are prepared to fill the empty seats until they return. This is done so that the television cameras will not linger on apparent gaps in an otherwise perfect symmetry of stars. The fillers are volunteers who are under strict instructions not to ini​tiate conversations with the celebrities nor to ask for autographs.

"And the winner is" and "...the envelope please" have be​come among the most familiar phrases on the planet even though they are no longer used. The presenters now come on stage with the envelopes and usually say "...and the Oscar goes to..."

Voting Patterns Among Oscar Winners

Given that the vast majority of films are wholly fictional, AM​PAS shows a clear preference for docudramas, movies based on real events or people, among nominated films. AMPAS voters also show a penchant for honouring successful movies that are still playing in theatres and whose box office take can be "helped" by an Oscar. Movies that were not already profitable or were out on video during the voting period tend to be ignored.

	Film genres have been historically ignored for Oscar nominations for Best Picture
	horror, youth, adventure, science fiction, action

	Serious dramas with weighty themes
	Much more likely to be nominated than "'popcorn'' movies arc. These mov​ies tend to be released in the latter part of the year rather than during the summer.


It helps an actor's chances of winning an Oscar if the charac​ter dies during the movie. 
In Oscar-winning films, the two most common occupations are:

	For men
	For women

	soldiers 
	14 percent
	actresses
	15 per​cent

	law enforcers
	9 percent
	prostitute
	12 percent


The Ideology of the Oscars

The Oscars are hegemonic in that they affirm many of the values associated with American dominant culture. These in​clude democracy, equality, hard work, individuality, competi​tiveness, upward mobility, occupational achievement and mon​etary success. While the Academy Awards purports to celebrate these values, a closer analysis reveals inherent contradictions.

While the Oscars go out to the world, no foreign equivalent is beamed back to the United States. It is the most visible exam​ple of U.S. dominated cultural influence. American values and ideology are embraced by hundreds of millions of people around the world who are unaware of the contradictions.

The Oscars are an American equivalent of British media events involving the royal family. The British influence is also heavily represented by Best Picture nominees and Oscar-win​ning performances (18 percent). Other countries have virtually no influence.

Таблица 7
A list of the Best Picture Oscar winners for the past ten years
	Year
	The best picture


	Reflect the social 
	Ideological concern

	1996
	THE ENGLISH PATIENT
	+
	

	1997
	TITANIC
	+
	

	1998
	SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE
	
	+


	1999
	AMERICAN BEAUTY
	+
	

	2000
	GLADIATOR
	
	+

	2001
	A BEAUTIFUL MIND
	
	+

	2002
	CHICAGO
	+
	

	2003
	THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN OF THE KING
	
	+

	2004
	MILLION DOLLAR BABY
	+
	

	2005
	CRASH
	
	+


In this graph, I present analyses which film of 2006 me classmates consider the best:

In this cart, I would like to show that 22 % know what film is nominated and 78 % don’t know.

 
Here you can see the chart, which shows which film my classmates consider “The Best Picture”

Looking at this chat you can see that 85% don’t know where the Oscar ceremony will be and only 15% know about it.

Will you be watching the results of Oscar ceremony? 



I have done my research work and I can sum it up. In my opinion I have focused my attention on the most important facts of Oscar ceremony. 
I’ve examined a lot of information and documents on Russian and English languages. But my aim were to select the most important and the most interesting things, to make result, to find reason and consequences. I decided to compare all the facts, which I’ve found about this topic.

Now I can say through the analysis that  the purposes of the Academy are to advance the arts and sciences of motion pictures; foster cooperation among creative leaders for cul​tural, educational and technological progress; recognize outstanding achievements; coop​erate on technical research and improvement of methods and equipment; provide a com​mon forum and meeting ground for various branches and crafts. 
Diagrams, cats, tables which I’ve mad and some statistical data help me to present the results of my work. No doubt, it means that it Ceremony will be famous a long period of time.

When I’ve compared all the information, I’ve tried to find out the economic benefits of it, they really exist.

To find the afactivnes of this process on film industry in general I’ve conducted the public opinion pull among my classmates. On account for the result for their opinion I’ve derived my own. 

I’ve tried to analyzing  pluses and minuses and to make some predictions on the basis of future of Oscar Ceremony. 

This theme is really interesting for me, because I’m fond of culture and art.  


1) “Life in modern America” Peter Bromhead, “Longman”, 1993
2) “In the English – speaking World”, TIYUL, Obninsk, 1998
3) “The Englich” – newspaper, 2002
4) “Faces of Britain”, “Longman”, 1997
5) More about the USA”, Milada Bruokal, Janet Mihonne, “Longman”
6) Kusolev V.P. Students book – English 10 – 11, “Prosveshenie”
7) “The Mirror” – newspaper, Jule, 2000
8) “The USA today” – newspaper, December, 2000
9) “Speak Out” – magazine, March, 1998
10) “Echo of the Planet” – magazine, 2002
11) “The Daily Express”  - magazine, December, 2001
12) Internet      [image: image2.png]
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