Ecological problems

in the world. 
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By Osipenkov Alexander, 
Pupil of 11th grade 

          Only after the Last Tree has been Cut Down








Only after the Last River has been Poisoned 








Only after the Last Fish has been Eaten 








Only THEN will you Find 








That… 




                                   


                    H.D. Thoreau.  

   Since ancient times Nature has served Man, being the course of his life. For thousands of years people lived in harmony with environment and it seemed to them that natural riches were unlimited. But with the development of civilization man’s interference in nature began to increase. 

   Every year the world’s industries pollute the atmosphere with about 1,000 million tons of dust and other substances. The waste from factories and industrial plants, electric and atomic power stations gets into lakes, rivers and seas; it poisons the air, it destroys plants and animals. Pollution of the environment threatens human health. It can lead to different diseases of the central nervous system and so on. Ignorance about ecology leads to further destruction of nature and worsens living conditions for all living being. A lot of forests are being cut down, marshes and lakes are drying up. This breaks the ecological balance and deprives lots of animals of places to live. People have destroyed nature by building huge cities, cutting down trees, excavating mountains and digging mines. In pursuit of new inventions and discoveries, as well as higher and higher profits man has forgotten about nature and it has led him to the edge of ecological catastrophe. 

These are the names of the environmental problems of today: 

· Littering 

-   Air pollution, smog 

· Water pollution 

· Over crowding, overpopulation 

· Endangered species, animals which are almost extinct 

· Destruction of natural resources 

   Environmental problems have become exceptionally acute in the countries. For a long time to little attention was paid to the environment. 

   In effort to meet production goals the ministries stinted on measures to protect the environment from industrial pollution. As a result, about half of the water sources in the country are polluted with industrial or communal waste. In more than a hundred towns and cities with populations of some fifty million, the admissible level. 

   For dozens of years the national economy focused on large projects, including giant projects in what was called the transformation of nature. Blunders were committed that caused environmental disasters. 

   Of the acute problems causing public concern the environment safety of nuclear and hydrolic power engineering is beginning to assume paramount importance. Public anxiety has grown particularly after the Chernobyl disaster. Another reason is the adverse effect of flatland hydropower stations on the environment. 

   The list of serious environmental problems could be continued. 

   Oil pollution is like a recurring nightmare. Sea birds like gulls are always the most common victims. Covered in a thick black coating of oil, such birds are unable to fly or feed themselves. Cleaning them is a painstaking business and volunteers sometimes have to spend 40 minutes or more cleaning one bird. 

   The tanker Sea Queen was wrecked near the coast of Wales. Over 70,000 tonnes of oil escaped into the sea. As soon as they heard that the Sea Queen was in trouble, local volunteers and members of environmental groups rushed to the area to see what they could do to help. 

   According to Chris Mead, Britain’s leading ornithologist, it is not cost-effective to clean the birds and release them. He told reporters, “I can understand the desperate feeling of the rescuers that they should do something to help the birds, but realistically it may be kinder to put them to sleep immediately.” 

   Surely the best way to solve the problem is to prevent accidents from happening in the first place. Pressure groups are still calling for changes to safety regulations. They also want oil tankers to be made much smaller. Since cleaning up the mess after such disasters is so expensive, perhaps the oil companies should start listening. 
   Every ten minutes, one kind of animal, plant or insect disappears. If nothing is done about it, over one million species will disappear in twenty years from now. 

   The seas are in danger. They are filled with poison: industrial and nuclear waste. The Mediterranean is already nearly dead; the North Sea is following. If nothing is done about it, one day nothing will be able to live in the seas. 

   The tropical rain forests, which are the home of half the Earth’s living things, are being destroyed. If nothing is done about it, they will disappear in twenty years. 
ENDANGERED SPECIES OF ANIMALS

   Gray wolf 
   Ever since Little red Riding Hood, the wolf has been personified as a devilish creature and a threat to man. Exaggerated fears and loss of habitat may result in the disappearance of this great predator. 

   Cheetah 

   Even the fastest animal on earth is defenseless against poachers. In recent years, as many as 5,000 cheetahs have been killed annually. Today the wild cheetah is only found in a few east African parks and reserves. 

   Lowland gorilla 

   Despite its enormous strength and awesome appearance, the gorilla is a mild-natured animal. But due to loss of habitat and extensive hunting, one of our closest relatives is threatened 

   Red kangaroo 

   Kangaroos are slaughtered by the millions each year in their native Australian nabitat. There people see them as pests competing with sheep for grazing lan. 

   Cape penguin 

   The cape penguin is South Africa’s only resident and breeding penguin. Over-exploitation of fishing grounds in this region is resulting in an overall decline of this penguin and other fish-eating shore birds. 

   Humpback whale 

   Unafraid of ships, the humpback whale was easily approached by hunters, resulting in a dwindling population of only 10,000 animals today. Their playfulness and spectacular leaps out of the water make them a favorite among whale watchers. 

   Green sea turtle 

   The green sea turtle, as well as all other sea turtle species, have been over-exploited for their meat, eggs, oil and skin. Thus, their population is dangerously low. 

   Whooping crane 

   This crane once lived in the northern U. S. and in the coastal prairies of the Midwest. Today the total population of the whooping crane may only total 50, due to the spread of civilization. 

   African elephant 

   It is estimated that several hundred thousand elephants remain in Africa, down from over a million less than 10 years ago. As many as 300 are slaughtered every day to supply the world’s ivory trade. If this trend continues, by the turn of the century the largest living land mammal could disappear from the face of the earth-forever. 
SAVE OUR WILD FLOWERS

Plants are the basis of our life on Earth. Yet now, in Britain’s countryside, wild plants are being destroyed on a scale never known before, by pollution, neglect and wanton habitat destruction. 

Meadows, heaths, hedges, bogs and woods – gone forever 
Each year 5,000 miles of hedgerow disappear – and the insects, birds and animals they support. 

Half our ancient woods have been destroyed; and, in the remainder, bluebells, wild daffodils and snowdrops are plundered for the horticultural trade. 

Plantlife’s vital purpose 

Plantlife is Britain’s only charity exclusively saving wild plants and their habitats – from 121 m seashore to mountain top. 

Positive action by Plantlife 
Plantlife is busy. The highly successful “Back from the Brink” programme is saving plants threatened with extinction. You can help save many more. 

Plantlife is buying flower-rich meadows – plant nature reserves – to conserve cowslips , orchids and hundreds more species. Plantlife is campaigning to stop peatlands being destroyed. 

Plantlife needs you 
Anyone can join Plantlife – no need to be an expert. To help save our wild flowers, join Plantlife today. 

   Fortunately, there are people who are trying to do something about it. In 1961, the World Wildlife Fund was founded – a small group of people who wanted to raise money to save animals and plants. Today, the World Wildlife Fund is a large international organization. It has raised over 35 million for conversation projects, and has created or given support to National Parks in five continents. It has helped 30 mammals and birds to survive. Perhaps this is not much, but it is a start. If more people give more money – and if more governments think of what is happening perhaps the World Wildlife Fund will be able to help us to protect the natural world and all of us with it. 






I am the Earth





And the Earth is me.






Each blade of glass,






Each honey tree,






Each bit of mud,






And stick and stone






Is blood and muscle,






Skin and bone.






And just as I






Need every bit






Of me to make






My body fit,






So Earth needs






Grass and stone and tree






And things that grow here






Naturally.

DO YOU LOVE NATURE?

   We are really one with nature, our planet and the Universe being connected with them by every cell of our being. The feeling of being one with the world is very ancient. It is expressed in many old books and myths of different countries. For instance, Chief Seattle in his famous speech at a tribal meeting in 1854 expressed the feeling of North American Indians as follows: “Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every clearing and every humming insect is holy in the memory and experience of my people… 

   We are part of the earth and it is part of us. The perfumed flowers are our sisters; the deer, horse, the great eagle – these are our brothers”. 

   The same wonderful feeling of being one with nature was always typical also for Russian people in old times. Every Russian village family had the images of nature everywhere in the house – the flowers on the cups, bed covers and clothes, the leaves on the towels as if reflecting that time when our ancestors were wiping their faces and hands after washing with green foliage of birch tree. 
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   In recent years people have become more sensitive towards the environment. Still more public organizations and unofficial environmentalist movements have been established with every passing year. 

   In 1987 a “Green Peace” public commission has been set up. Its main goal is to combine the people’s efforts for peace with the huge and ever mounting movement for nature conversation. Another area of its wok is to set up and strengthen cooperation among environmentalists from many similar organizations abroad. 

   “Travels for Peace and Nature” is the name of another public movement that appeared in Russia some years ago. It concentrates its efforts on theory and practical work. The movement launches all kinds of environmental actions and informs the public of the ways, means and results of this work. 

OH, RUSSIA, I’M IN LOVE WITH YOU! 

Remember, Russia, you are great 

Not in the field of battles past 

But in the green fields full o wheat 

And forests, gardens, free of dust. 

A love you deeply, dear land, 

Your hills and rivers, sand on strand 

Your songs and dances, lakes and seas 

Your beasts and fish, birds in trees. 

Your sunrise in a splendid sigh 

Which gives me always such delight! 

                         




    L. A. Khusainova 
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ECO PROBLEM IN THE MOSCOW REGION

   1. Our region is situated in the centre of Russia. Its territory is about 46 thousand square km. There are 74 towns in the region. It is rich in natural resources for building. 

   Not long ago our region was clean and healthy but now we have the same eco problems as all over the world, although ecologists consider the ecological situation in the Moscow region to be quite satisfactory. Here are some reasons why: 

· Firstly, in our region there are a lot of woods and forests. They cover more than half of the territory; 

· Secondly, there are no great plants and factories such as oil refineries of electric power stations; 

· Thirdly, many of the factories closed because of the economic crisis; 

· And lastly I should mention the effective work of special nature organizations. 

   But there are still some eco problems in Moscow region. The main ones are: 

· litter is not reused or recycled; 

· the air is poisoned by cars; 

· there is less pure water. 

   I think that litter is the most complicated problem. In our region there are not enough special litter stations to reuse and recycle it. 

   2. Although forests and woods in the Moscow region cover more than 50 per cent of the territory, it is necessary to protect and conserve them. All of you know that forests are called “the lungs” of the planet because trees can transform carbon dioxide into oxygen to breathe. 

   All the forest visitors should keep to these rules to protect forests and woods: 

· don’t cut young trees; 

· don’t break the branches of trees and bushed; 

· don’t drop litter or leave it in the forest; 

· don’t make noise because animals are damaged by it. 

   Today, ecologists say that the forests cannot protect animals or give them enough food any more. That is why many squirrels, foxes, hares, elks and minks have died since 1990. 

   3. The rivers and lakes in the Moscow region have some problem too. The water is so polluted that it is not clean enough to drink. Rectories pollute the rivers. About 50 per cent of polluted water is thrown into the rivers. 

   There is an interesting animal living in our rivers it is called a muskrat. It has valuable fur. It lives on the bank of the Lama river and the Klyazma river. It can also be found in the marshlands. It eats plants, roots, fish and grubs. It is not hunted at all. 

   More that half of all Russian muskrats live in the Moscow region because they are protected here very carefully. Some special places with good conditions for their life have been set aside. 

   4. The history of Russian national parks began in 1983 and now, at the beginning of the 21st century, we have 33 national parks in Russia. 

   In the Moscow region we have an entire system of nature conversation areas. This system consist of national parks, reserves, nature protected areas and health resorts. 
   I live in Lotoshinskij district. We have a nature reserve. It is called Zavidovo. Many animals live there: bears, wolves, foxes, otters, deer. This territory is for animals, birds and fish. 
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      I asked pupils of my school about eco problems in our district: 
- Is the problem of environmental protection urgent today? 
- Yes, the problem of protecting the nature is of primary importance today. 

- How is the environmental protection problem solved today? 
- In recent years the pollution problems have received great publicity. 

- The environmental movement associated with no political party has gained widespread trust and support. 

- What are the main problems of today? 

- I think, cleaning up air pollution is one of the main problems of today. 

- Is acid rain damaging to nature? 

- One of the climatic effects of air pollution is acid train. 

- It is demanding to water, forest, and soil resources. 

- It is blamed for the disappearance of fish from many lakes, for the widespread death of forests, and for damaging tree growth. 

- Does radioactive contamination of environment worry people? 
- People also concern over the dangers resulting fro massive releases of radioactive materials from nuclear weapons, which, if used on a major scale, could seriously endanger all of humanity. 

- What can common people do to protect nature? 

- To protect nature people should change their attitude to it. 

- Man should stop taking from it everything he needs and give it his love instead. 

- It is good that at last people started to realize that they should keep air and water clean by establishing strict pollution control. 

- Efforts are being made to reduce pollution from automobile engines by developing pollution-free engines which may eventually eliminate the more serious air pollution problems. 

- Use of fuels that are low in pollutants, more complete burning of fossil fuels. 
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WHAT SHOULD EVERY KID DO?
   “Every kid can do something to help nature. Here are a few things you can do. 

   Put toys and paper away. Don’t leave them in the garden or street. 

   Always put rubbish in a rubbish bin. 

   If you see rubbish on ground, put it in a rubbish bin. 

   When you’re playing, don’t draw or paint on pavements, walls or trees. Keep them clean instead. Never break plants and baby trees. 

   Help your parents to water flowers and trees in your garden.” 

Plants a tree to create homes for birds, squirrels, and other small animals. 

   Be a friend to fish. 

   Don’t throw rubbish into their homes. 

   Use your head. Smart people recycle aluminum, paper, and glass. 

   Leave wild flowers for other to enjoy. 

   When you hike, leave the place clean. 

   Paint a picture, not a rock. 

DECLARATION OF INTERDEPENDECE

THIS WE KNOW

   We are the earth, through the plants and animals that nourish us. 

   We are the rains and the oceans that flow through our veins. 

   We are the breath of the forests of the land, and the plants of the sea. 

   We are human animals, related to all other life as descendants of the firstborn cell. 

   We share with these kin a common history, written in our genes. 

   We share a common present, filled with uncertainty. 

   And we share a common future, as yet untold. 

   We humans are but one of thirty million species weaving the thin layer of life enveloping the world. 

   The stability of communities of living things depends upon this diversity. 

   Linked in that web, we are interconnected- using, cleansing, sharing and replenishing the fundamental elements of life. 

   Our home, planet Earth, is finite; all life shares its resources and its energy from the sun, and therefore has limits to growth. 

   For the first time, we have touched those limits. 

   When we compromise the air, the water, the soil and variety of life, we steal from the endless future to serve the fleeting present. 

   We may deny these things, but we cannot change them.  
