   From earliest times, man has changed his clothing frequently. A phenomenon known as "fashion" sprang up thousands of years ago. Men and women have tried to wear new things, different things, clothes that would impress people or frighten others. 


   Most people like to think they are individuals and simply wear whatever they like. Few people will admit to being slaves of fashion. However we are talking of fashions and trends in everyday clothes. 

    Every fashion goes through three stages. At first it is different; it may be new and exciting, shocking or surprising. Then it becomes popular, and the original idea is imitated. Finally it becomes boring and out of date as a new fashion starts. 

     Fashion, or clothing style, is always changing. Fashion is never permanent. Long skirts, short skirts, pants for women, make-up for men- these are some of the fashions that come in and out of style. A style which is popular one year is out of style the next.

       I would like to tell you about trendy movements of the 18th century.   
In the middle of it, some of the most fashionable rich young men in Britain copied the latest Italian fashions. They wore extravagant clothes, lots of make-up to look pale, and high wigs that were powdered and tied with ribbons.

	The Romantic Era (1800 to 1837)

	For 12-14 years, due to the hostilities between England and France, English ladies were cut off from Paris fashions. When in 1815 they started flocking to Paris again, they saw with surprise that the fashions had completely changed. While the English ladies were wearing Empire line dresses, Paris had moved on to a lower-waited style and a fuller skirt. Fashion trends began to flow backwards and forwards between London and Paris.

	Ladies Dresses 
In the early 1820's, the waist had returned to its proper position and had started to be laced in tightly to achieve a tiny waist. The skirt became wider and had frills and flounces around the hemline. Short puffed sleeves became the fashion. Hemlines rose enough to allow the slippers to be seen.
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	Collars 
About 1828, skirts became slightly shorter, but sleeves continued to expand. A fischu collar was worn on some gowns and a Bertha collar (a wide edged collar) was also worn. Collars in fact, became very large and decorated in the Romantic Era, completely overwhelming the outfit.

	Out of doors 
In the daytime a pelisse with enormous sleeves was necessary. This was usually fur-trimmed. Muffs were also popular to keep the hands warm.
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	Braiding 
On jackets, worn over dresses, Brandenberg fasteners, closures made out of cord were used instead of buttons. These were named after the uniforms of Brandenberg troops in Prussia. Soutache, was a narrow flat cord used as edging or as a decorative motif on the edges.

	Hats and Bonnets 
Romantic headgear was famous. Ladies wore a vast number of different hats and bonnets, highly decorated with braid, feathers and ribbons. These were usually not very large, as in later times and were usually tied under the chin with ribbons. Pleated silk bonnets, Leghorn hats, mob caps, poke bonnets, berets, toques, turbans and straw hats were all worn.
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	Hairstyles 
Hair was arranged smoothly over the brow, usually parted in the middle. Ringlets, puffs or loops were made and a favourite style had long curls hanging down each side of the head over the ears.

	Underwear 
In this period, legs had to be invisible. Long linen pantaloons edged with lace, reaching to the ankles, were worn. Little girls also wore these. Their skirts were shorter, so it became a mark of gentility for lace pantaloons to show below the skirt. Mothers also dressed little girls in pantalettes, tubes of white linen ending just above the knee.
	[image: image7.jpg]




	[image: image8.jpg]



	Menswear 
In the case of men, it was the opposite, French men started to copy English menswear. This was partly due to the superior skill of London tailors.

# Trousers developed for the first time instead of skin-tight breeches worn up till then. 
# The stirrup was the elastic strap underneath the foot to keep the trousers tight and neat. 
# The cutaway coat was worn, as well as the frock coat buttoned down the front. 
# Cuffs were replaced by buttons. 
# Morning wear was a white shirt, grey tie, grey waistcoat and grey coat. For evening where white or black were worn. 
# A cravat was worn with a diamond or pearl stud, or a white bow tie could also be worn. 
# A shirt with a butterfly collar was popular also. 
# Shoes were slim, square low heel, pointed toe and the fashionable men preferred small feet.

	Smoking trousers had a 1" black satin ribbon down the side seam. Often striped trousers were worn. 
Mens accessories including canes with silver knobs, monogrammed cigarette cases, silver hip flask, and monocle. The well-dressed Englishman was called a "Dandy" and the most famous dandy was George Brummell.



	Beau Brummell 
Snug fitting clothes were the very essence of dandyism and George Bryan Brummell, known as Beau Brummell, prided himself on the fact that his clothes did not show a single wrinkle and his breeches fitted his legs like a second skin. He was educated at Eton and Oxford and inherited a fortune when quite young.
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	   He gave himself up to the pleasures of society and was a great friend of the Prince of Wales, who afterwards became King George IV. However, they quarrelled in 1813. He was famed for his skill in tying a cravat and his technique of stiffening cravats. Beau Brummell fled to France in 1819 to escape his creditors and lived there for 14 years. In 1830 he was appointed consul at Caen. However he subsequently went mad and died in the Insane Asylum in 1840.


	The Tudors in England

	While Italy was experiencing a Renaissance (rebirth) England's ruling house was Tudor. The most famous monarchs were Henry VIII who split with Rome in order to marry a new young wife, and his daughter Elizabeth I, who ruled England for 45 years in great splendour but never married. The English costume styles were somewhat different from the Renaissance clothing worn in Italy at that time.

	Tudor Hose
Venetians 
Venetians were pear-shaped padded hose reaching to just below the knee and usually made of plain or striped fabric.
	[image: image10.jpg]




	[image: image11.jpg]



	Canions 
Canions were similar to Venetians but only till just above the knee. A garter was usually worn just below the knee with this style of hose.

	Trunk hose 
Breeches or trunk hose were very padded. The melon hose was round and short, ending at the thigh.
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	       Pumpkin hose 
Pumpkin hose were a little longer. There was a style of trunk hose not divided at the legs, which was popular in Elizabethan times.


                                                                                              Bea          Brummell 
       Snug fitting clothes were the very essence of dandyism and George Bryan Brummell, known as Beau Brummell, prided himself on the fact that his clothes did not show a single wrinkle and his breeches fitted his legs like a second skin. He was educated at Eton and Oxford and inherited a fortune when quite young.
      After the First World War, the clothes of the swinging 1920s shocked many people. Fashions for women became more relaxed and freer than before. Their hair became much shorter and dresses were not as long and wide as before. Their clothes became brighter and less formal, to match the new music and dances like the Charleston.

      A few  words about modern fashion.
         The clothes we wear reveal our priorities, our aims, our ideas and they go a long way towards satisfying our complex emotional needs like love, hate, vengeance, humility, aggressiveness, etc. 

   Punk fashions were as aggressive as punk music, which arrived in the 1970s. Punks chose the less conventional hairstyles possible. They cut their hair in strange ways and often dyed it bright colours. They usually wore large boots, torn jeans and painted leather jackets.

   In many countries today, people wear modern fashions most of the time. They sometimes wear their traditional clothing on special days such as holidays. For example, in Japan, people often wear kimonos, or long silk dresses on New Year’s Day. Yet fashion is more than clothing. If you look at fashion magazines, you see many tall, slim models. These models show that height and weight are an important part of fashion. Many people admire fashion models and wish that they could look more like them. As long as people have the desire to be beautiful,there will be fashion. There will always be people who follow the latest styles because they want to look their best and be more attractive. These people think that their appearance is very important. They will spend much of their time and money trying to look like the ideal man or woman.

   Many people especially young people, take no notice of the clothes the designers produce. They wear things which express their ideas and feelings about life. If a boy has very short, almost shaven hair, people expect him to have right wing politics. But boys with very long hair are thought to have left wing politics. A boy who wears a leather jacket covered in bits of metal will probably ride a motorbike. A girl who wears Laura Ashley dresses will probably have middle-class ideas.

   Some young people, of course, have fun with all the latest “street styles”. They cut their hair into strange shapes, wear lots of cheap jewelery, or paint their lips blue. These “street styles” come and go. But a lot of young people try to look as clean and tidy as possible. Clothes with a sporty look are popular. They make people look healthy and energetic. 
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   Street styles are not created by the big fashion designers. In fact, the fashion designers often use ideas from street fashions when their own designs are made. But [image: image16.jpg]


some leaders of British fashion have enough edeas of their own. One of them is Jean Muir, whose designs let her be one of the best designers.    
To most young people, dressing to look like their friends, seems to be the surest way to be accepted. Unfortunately,       the first victim of “fashion victimisation” is individuality. While style should ideally be a way of showing people who you really  are, following the trends means that you end up being – or seeming to be exactly like everyone else.              
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