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I have chosen the topic “Literary devices in English literature” on the example of the book “The Gift” by Danielle Steel for my work. At first sight it seems to be not a very exciting topic, but let me prove my choice. 

Today at school we study many different subjects. Some of them are Russian Literature, the Russian language and the English language. At the lessons of Russian Literature we study different works written by different authors. These works are various; every author has his own style of writing, every author lived at different times. But all the works we study have common elements – literary devices. To my mind metaphors, epithets, similes, exaggerations make the text more colorful, brighter, and more picturesque. 

And I’m sure that it is so not only in Russian literature. There are many gifted and famous authors, who use literary devices in their works. At the lessons of the English language we read diverse stories and poems. And we come across many devices. I’d like to compare the use of devices in English literature and in Russian literature on the example of the book “The Gift” by Danielle Steel. It will help me to broaden my outlook, to enrich my knowledge, to learn more about English literature. I shall be able to understand why practically all authors use literary devices.

To my mind with different literary devices we can express more exactly our ideas, opinions, thoughts. Besides this, it will be not interesting and exciting to read a book without bright, emotional words. We can meet literary devices not only in books, but in our daily life, in our daily speech. But we can not use them without knowledge of the meaning of these words, without skills of using them.

If there is difference in literary devices in the English language and in the Russian language and we know this difference, we will be able to use literary devices in correct way. 

There are many people in the world who don’t even try to learn something more about the world around, to enrich their knowledge. It is a pity, because it is very boring to communicate with them. And I would like to help these people. I would like to help them to understand that knowledge is power, that it is very important to know as much as you can. It will help in our future job, in our relationships with other people. 

To be a very interesting and polite person you must not be rude while speaking with people. And your speech must be fluent. To reach this result you must use literary devices.



Metaphor is an expression taken from one field of experience and used to say something in another field. For example, when we say “He is a sly fox”, we are using metaphor. That is, we are using the name of an animal to describe a man. A metaphor suggests a comparison without using the word like or as. The statement “He is like a sly fox” or “He is sly as a fox” is a simile.

Everyday speech is rich in metaphors. If we ask someone “Did you land a job today?” the reply may be “No, not a bite”. These words from the special language of fishing are used to express thoughts about job-hunting.

Common words actually develop new senses when they are repeatedly used as metaphors. For instance, we hardly realize that in the phrase “table leg” the word leg was originally a metaphor. But when told not to “make pigs of yourselves”, we are probably aware of the unpleasant comparison the metaphor suggests.

Metaphors are important in the speech of politicians, scientists, and journalists. In 1946, Sir Winston Churchill used the now famous phrase “iron curtain” to describe an international problem. Scientists speak of the “wave theory of light”. And the phrase “priming the pump” is sometimes used to refer to government spending to stimulate a nation’s business and industry. In each case, the metaphor has been an important tool of thought.

Great works of literature are enriched by metaphor. Psalm 23 of the Bible is based on a metaphor. It begins with the words “The Lord is my shepherd”, and suggests the relation of God to humanity by considering the relation of a shepherd to sheep. The plays of Shakespeare contain brilliant metaphors, such as the passage in “As You like It” beginning, “All the world’s a stage”.

Mixed metaphors, using two or more unrelated metaphors in the same expression, are often unintentionally amusing. An example: “I smell a rat, but we shall nip it in the bud”.

Simile is a figure of speech used in describing or explaining something. It points out a likeness between two different objects or ideas by using a connective word. This connective word is usually like or as. An example of a simile would be “He is as cross as a bear today”, or “She ran like a deer”.

Often a simile becomes so compact that we drop the connective word. Then the simile becomes a metaphor. For example, the simile “He is like a fox” becomes a metaphor in “He is a fox”.
Hyperbole is a speech device, which contains an excessive exaggeration for making a greater impression (for example: an endless sea).

Epithet is an attribute, which is added to the name of an object in order to emphasize its typical property, to give it artistic quality, poetic brightness (for example: silky hair, golden hands).
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Steel started writing stories as a child and by her late teens had begun writing poetry. A graduate of the Lycée Français de New York, class of 1965, she went on to study at New York University and in Europe. At age nineteen, she completed her first novel but remained unpublished until 1973.

In addition to her novels for adults, Steel has written the "Max and Martha" series of books for young readers. She has also written four "Freddie" books about real-life situations in children's lives, like the first night away from home. Steel has published a book of poetry and has also written two non-fiction books: Having a Baby and His Bright Light (the latter focusing on the life and death of her son Nicholas Traina). Nicholas, who had been diagnosed with bipolar disorder, committed suicide in 1997.

As a result of her own dysfunctional family, Steel maintains a strong interest in the well-being of children and has raised nine of her own. She has been married five times and is currently single. Her husbands to date are Claude-Eric Lazard, Danny Zugelder, William Toth, John Traina, and Tom Perkins.

She was first married at age eighteen and had one daughter. This was followed by a brief second marriage to a convicted rapist, and she soon found herself pregnant out of wedlock with her second child by the heroin-addicted William Toth. She married him shortly before giving birth to their son, whom she named Nicholas, but they divorced soon after.

She married for the fourth time to John Traina, who already had two sons of his own. Traina subsequently adopted Nick and gave him his family name. With John Traina, Steel gave birth to four daughters and a son, but that marriage also ended in divorce. Her fifth marriage, to the Silicon Valley financier Tom Perkins, lasted less than two years, ending in 1999. In 2006, Perkins dedicated his novel "Sex and the Single Zillionaire" to Steel.

In 2002 the French government decorated Danielle Steel as a "Chevalier" of the distinguished Order of Arts and Letters for her lifetime contribution to world culture.

In 2003 Steel opened an art gallery in San Francisco, where she lives, to exhibit the paintings and sculptures of emerging artists. She also maintains a residence in France where she spends several months of each year. She is of German, Jewish, and Portuguese heritage.

She is a Christian Scientist.
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On a June day, a young woman in a summer dress steps off a Chicago-bound bus into a small midwestern town. She doesn’t intend to stay. She is just passing through. Yet her stopping here has a reason and it is part of a story that you will never forget. The time is the 1950s, when life was simpler, people still believed in dreams, and family was, very nearly, everything. The place is a small midwestern town with a high school and a downtown, a skating pond and a movie house. And on a tree-lined street in the heartland of America, an extraordinary set of events begins to unfold. And gradually what seems serendipitous is tinged with purpose. A happy home is shattered by a child’s senseless death. A loving marriage starts to unravel. And a stranger arrives — a young woman who will touch many lives before she moves on. She and a young man will meet and fall in love. Their love, so innocent and full of hope, helps to restore a families dream. And all of their lives will be changed forever by the precious gift she leaves them. The Gift, Danielle Steel's thirty-third best-selling work, is a magical story told with stunning simplicity and power. It reveals a relationship so moving it will take your breath away. And it tells a haunting and beautiful truth about the unpredictability — and the wonder — of life.



Metaphors:

1. face filled with wonder

2. the sun rose and set on Annie

3. a giggle rang out

4. were adversely affected by trends and fashion

5. he had made puddles

6. an affectionate look passed between them

7. her hair flying out behind her

8. the house was filled with laughter and games

9. she was choking on sobs

10. there seemed to be a steady stream of people

11. he had to go with his grief

12. everything reminded him

13. the world was moving on rapidly

14. the life had stopped

15. shoes that killed her feet

16. the movies gave them crazy ideas

17. she was always different

18. her mother was such a mouse

19. father chewed your ear off

20. the evening had been a total waste for her

21. she was just the balm

22. head reeling with excitement

23. she seemed to float on air

24. felt her heart crash to the floor

25. tears stung her eyes

26. his words will kill her

27. you’ve broken our trust

28. her blood run cold

29. it tugged at the other woman’s heart

30. a smile that melted him

31. a bunch of kids

32. the softness and warmth had hardened to stone

33. she had gone completely cold

34. the iciness masked her pain

35. you’re a real chicken

36. heart squeeze

37. rolling his eyes

38. they exchanged a glance

39. we’re a fair-sized mess

40. children are a wonderful blessing

41. I was an elephant

42. she is in our hearts

43. she had a sense of urgency

44. the work was going to be her ticket to freedom

45. the ache never really left her

46. to wreck life

47. he was living on dreams and hopes

48. you have a big heart

49. it broke her heart

50. she drove him crazy

51. you give them a piece of your mind

52. the bond between them had grown

53. love would grow

54. mind was whirling

55. to give up my dreams

56. to be a shining little light

57. the next hours were hard work for her

58. a small wail rang out

59. his eyes asked many questions

60. there would always be a place for her in her heart

61. they’ll bury you alive
62. their lives were a warm place

63. it warmed his heart

64. she was a little elf
Epithets:

1. trees, brightly lit

2. sitting wide-eyed

3. a great kid

4. sharp blue eyes

5. a wispy little thing

6. a big cozy kitchen

7. a warm, caring man

8. strong dreams

9. a wonderful wife

10. terrific children

11. a powerful man

12. brilliant blue eyes

13. her children were so precious

14. shining little face

15. bitter cold December morning

16. looking exhausted and wooden

17. unbearably painful

18. the storm flatten flowers

19. looking with her big, questioning green eyes

20. he smiled disarmingly

21. he looked icy

22. a stony look

23. their secret was dirty

24. overwhelming feeling of freedom

25. a warm smile

26. a soft voice

27. pretty crazy

28. trembling fingers

29. a merciful relief

30. unusually noble

31. remarkably pretty

32. a lonely ocean

33. excruciatingly quiet

34. extremely circumspect and polite

35. a very special little girl

36. bright, excited faces

37. sharp words

38. she was so vulnerable and young

39. incredibly stubborn

40. warm and festive house

41. he was weird and crazy

42. incredibly pretty

43. a heart-wrenching ritual

44. faces bright red and icy cold

45. wildly excited squeals

46. a fresh start

47. an unthinkable gift

48. a powerful argument

49. a small shy smile

50. sharp pain

51. wild ideas

52. an enchanted life
53. an affectionate look
Similes:

1. as smart and well educated as her mother

2. she looked like an angel

3. like a miracle

4. looked like a Christmas card

5. like a special gift

6. the world outside looked as bleak as the one in Annie’s bedroom

7. the little head was so hot it almost felt like a light-bulb

8. she was like a cute little thing

9. he hated the constant pain, like a severed limb

10. everything awoke their pain like a throbbing nerve that only quieted down for an occasional second

11. like a nun

12. like sluts

13. it seemed like ages before David appeared

14. like a fish out of water

15. date looked like a creep

16. red hair looking like flame, her eyes like green oceans

17. like a raging bull

18. like a little puppy

19. like a nurse

20. like a river

21. like two children

22. like the tiniest of flutterings

23. as much to encourage her as to comfort himself

24. like a real jerk

25. like flotsam on a lonely ocean

26. like a nightmare

27. like an orphan

28. like a major sacrifice

29. like a nice girl

30. like a real tyrant

31. like visiting a shrine

32. like one happy family

33. like an ideal arrangement

34. like being married

35. like a little friend

36. like leaves

37. like baby fingers

38. like a toy or an object

39. like a woman with a mission

40. like a rainbow

41. like a little doll

42. like lightning
43. as a surprise
Hyperboles:

1. wearing a whole beauty store of makeup

2. it seemed like ages before David appeared

3. shaking from head to foot

4. nothing could stop her

5. the world was her own

6. it took every penny she had to keep her kids in shoes

7. he hadn’t been able to take his eyes off her

8. you look a million miles away

9. he had lost his home

10. he was everything

11. he felt his heart rip right out of his body

12. there were a thousand considerations

13. doing mountains of laundry
14. enjoy every minute of her last baby

15. there was nothing you couldn’t do


So, as you can see, the metaphors in the book “The Gift” by Danielle Steel constitute 36%. The author uses so many metaphors to make the text more picturesque, to express the moral state of the characters, to make us see their inner world better and clearer. For example, Danielle Steel uses metaphor “the sun rose and set on Annie”. These words help us to imagine the little girl. Even using the words “beautiful, good and kind” we can’t get the effect reached by using the metaphor. Metaphors can be used both to create a beautiful image and to express a gloomy mood. For example, the metaphor”his words killed her” helps us to feel the condition of the character at the moment. Mostly it is impossible to describe the condition of soul, experienced feelings with usual words. But with metaphor we can feel the character, understand her correctly. This is the invaluable role of metaphors.
The most picturesque metaphors are: an affectionate look passed between them, there seemed to be a steady stream of people, the life had stopped, shoes that killed her feet, his eyes asked many questions.
Besides metaphors there are a great many cases of epithets, 31%. They make us understand the appearance of the man, his character, his inner world. For example, the following epithets are taken from the text: looking exhausted and wooden, a stony look, he looked icy. They give us different shades of a man’s glance. The shades, given by the author, help us to perceive at once whether the person is good or no. The author reaches the necessary effect with the help of epithets. These epithets help readers to feel all the acuteness of feelings, sufferings of the character of the work. A good example is the epithet “sharp pain”. We know that sometimes pain is an unbearable feeling, difficult to overcome. The epithet “sharp” stresses this horrible feeling that overcame over the man.

To my mind the most expressive epithets are: brilliant blue eyes, a warm smile, a lonely ocean, sharp words, warm and festive house, an unthinkable gift.
The author makes use of similes. But they are not so numerous, only 25%. In some cases they help us to understand the essence of the character, his inner world, in others similes help to express the relationship between the characters. Sometimes there are situations, when it is difficult to express your opinion, attitude to something or somebody with ordinary words. One can’t find usual words. Then it’s easier to compare the person in question with somebody or something. At the same time we feel that the man is not completely that one to whom we compare him, but alike.
 The most vivid similes are: like a nightmare, like a little doll, like a real tyrant, everything awoke their pain like a throbbing nerve that only quieted down for an occasional second, like a special gift, she looked like an angel.

There are some hyper cases of hyperboles (exaggerations). They are few (8%). Their existence I think can be referred to the fact that Danielle Steel writes about real life, where there are no wonders. Hyperboles are more typical of imaginable world – the world of fairy-tales or ironic literature. The hyperboles which are in the novel help to tell the readers about difficulties of the life, a real life, full of obstacles and hardships, for example: enjoy every minute of her last baby, shaking from head to foot, it took every penny she had to keep her kids in shoes, doing mountains of laundry.


As I am interested in making my speech and the speech of my classmates more picturesque and vivid, I have analyzed the book “The Gift” by Danielle Steel from the point of view of literary devices. So I have given the describtion of the creative work of Danielle Steel and her book “The Gift”. I have studied the definitions of literary devices. All the examples taken from the book are divided into the groups: metaphors, epithets, similes and hyperboles. I tried to show why the author made use of these devices. The work is done in English as I have dealt with the book written in English. The aim of my work is to help students to use literary devices in their speech. My paper can be helpful at the lessons of the English language and literature, at different courses where English literature is studied.
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