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After silence that which comes nearest to

expressing the inexpressible is music
( A. Huxley )
WHAT  IS  MUSIC ?
Music is one of the most important constituents in our life. It plays a great role in our life. People compose music. People play music. People listen to music.
Music is in the air all around us, the world is full of it and it is important that you should take as much of it as you wish. Music is free art, an open-air art, an art boundless as the wind, the sky, the sea. Music is probably in the blood and feeling of people. Music is like freshness of spring, short-lived brilliancy of summer, sadness of autumn. It gives us inspiration. 

Speaking of the music we should but consider merely the splendid best work and the amount of music, of all kinds.

From Ancient Times people knew that music played a great role in people’s lives. There was no civilization, no hi-tech technologies, no wide variety of instruments, but music definitely existed. People listened to noise of waterfalls, rivers, birds’ singing and rustle of foliage.

England is world famous for its literature painting, theatre, but not for its great composers. Russia is rich in composers (Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky, Shostakovich and so on), talented people, artists, singers and so on.

Russian history is very unique. It originated long time ago in Ancient Kiev.     There were a lot of hand-made musical instruments such as whistle-toys.

Speaking of today’s music it should be mentioned that now there are a great number of composers hard at work and what they are doing is very promising.

Music is full of sounds and movement. It’s essential that music should be the expression of a poetic and emotional nature.
People say that a composer should draw inspiration from life around him.

The natural expression is with strong learning toward model harmony and counterpoint.
Any music can be described in relation to its purpose, voices / instruments, rhythm, harmony and melody.
DIFFERENT  TYPES  OF  MUSIC
Any music passes the test of time on a regular basis. There are many different types ( genres ) of music. They are classical, jazz, blues, rock, country, techno, hip-hop, rap, pop and etc. Below there are many different genres are given :

a) Classical music. Classical music is composed by some of the most brilliant minds in the world. Everyone knows that classical music is some of the most difficult music to perform, requiring great speed and accuracy.

There are many representatives of this kind of music. Such people are internationally famous - Bach, Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, List, Mozart, Mussorgsky, Purcell, Shostakovich, Prokofiev, Glinka, Wagner and many, many others. First of all they are all the classical style’s representatives and music geniuses. All of great composers have an individual style. They made the most valuable and most lasting contribution to the musical culture – transformation from a static, boring music into vivid lively dynamic music – it was taken for granted.  Each work of these composers – sonatas, symphonies, concerti and operas – is a lifetime’s masterpiece. Classical music speaks on the deepest human levels.     

b) Orchestra. An orchestra contains instruments of various kinds: the strings, the woodwind, the brass and the percussion. The director of an orchestra is called conductor. He keeps the orchestra together and guides their interpretation by beating with a baben and through other gestures. He reads the music from an orchestral score. The members of the orchestra read their music from parts. Both the conductor’s score and the players parts rest on music stands. The orchestra is also kept extremely active, not only with its concert schedule, but in the sphere of recordings and providing the music for films and television.

c) Jazz. Jazz can usually be described as one word – “smooth”. Most jazzy music has a lot of brass to create that smooth, vibrating sound. There usually is a strong bass line backed-up by a great drummer. Jazz has many lessons for business, but for people, the most important lesson is that jazz musicians show us how to work together. 
When you play in jazz band, it’s important that everyone works together as a team of course, there’s always a leader, but each individual also has a chance to be a star. And that’s the way the best companies work too.

When a jazz band plays together, they normally communicate through body language and eye contact. People often forget about these things in our working life-and people shouldn’t, because they’re both very powerful ways of communicating. Of course, lots of jazz bands play the same old songs again and again, but they never play them in exactly the same way. Jazz is all about improvisation. You have to know the rules, but you also have to be creative. And it’s very important to have that balance in business too.

d) Blues. The blues are so named because they are supposed to have a depressed or saddened feeling. The whole idea of playing the blues is to let other people know how the musician feels ( which, if you’re playing the blues, usually means you’re saddened).

e) Disco. Disco is the dance music. This style was founded in the 70th. This tape of music is very dynamic, rhythmical and cheerful. “Bee Gees” was an innovator of disco style. At first this dance music was played in the film “Saturday Night Fever”. The group “Bee Gees” composed a lovely music for this film. The soundtrack of this film was very popular. Young people go to night clubs or disco clubs to have fun and dance. 

There were many popular disco groups, such as “ABBA”, “Boney M”, a singer Donna Summer and many others. At present time disco music is very popular style.

f) Pop music. Pop music is mass music. You can find it on TV, radio. This type of music is very light. It is enjoyed by broad public. It is composed by famous pop composers and showmen. Showmen or producers sponsors and advertise it. This advertisement influences on our mind. The lyrics of pop songs always reflect the attitudes of their days and many of them take a critical view of a society that they consider to be gradually deter rating. In general song lyrics reflect any changes to society. Pop stars are one of the richest people in the world.

Pop groups manufactured by the music industry have existed since the days of the Motown ‘factory’ in 1960s America, but few groups can have appeared (and disappeared, quite as rapidly as the UK’s Hear’Say. 
Hear’Say were deliberately ‘sold’ to the under – 14s market. As well as the usual books, calendars and posters, 10000 Hear’Say dolls were produced and a range of clothing was planned.
But despite the obvious fact that the record and TV companies made the most money from the Hear’Say experience, this didn’t deter thousands more young people queuing up for places on the second series of Popstars, or its imitators Pop Idol and Fame Academy. It would appear that for many youngsters, a taste of fame is more important than artistic recognition or financial security.

Let’s talk about one of the famous pop singers. No singer has had a career like Kylie Minogue and no one has sung to more people at the same tame. In the Sydney Olympic Games in 2000 she sang Dancing Queen to a worldwide TV audience of four billion people.
Today she is one of the most successful singers the world has ever seen, but she started performing as a child actor in soaps on Australian TV.

Kylie Ann Minogue was born in Melbourne, Australia, on 28 May 1968.

Her first TV role came when she was only twelve years old, and six years later she left school and joined Neighbours.

A year later, her first single, Locomotion, was a Number One hit in Australia. But it was the next song, I Should Be So Lucky, released in January 1988, which made her a world star. It was the biggest-selling single in the UK that year. A new star has arrived, the newspapers said. It’s the first time a singer has ever had a Number One in the UK and Australia at same time.

Now Kylie has had over forty hit singles around the world. She have hundreds of awards and is a household name everywhere. But Kylie herself hasn’t changed. Ask her how many records she has sold or how much money she has, and she smiles her famous smile. She simply enjoys making people happy and they love her for being herself.
g) Rap. Afro-Americans created a mixed type of music. It was rap. This style of music evolved in the 70th in New York and Los Angeles. Black youths started to mix rhythms and melodies from existing records and then add poetry about their lives on the streets. The lyrics of their records are often confrontational and competitive, and most of them deal with modern social problems. Rap music has an electrical rhythm. Singers read lyrics and danced breakdance energetically. There are many groups such as “Kasta”, “Outcast” and singers 50 cents, Eminem and etc. Eminem is one of the few successful white artists in this type of music.

Breakdancing is another movement in rap. The style of movement, which combines dance, gymnastics and boxing, was performed by kids, often in teams, in competitions at street corners.

Breakdancing was part of larger hip-hop culture that also incorporated rappers, DJs and graffiti artists. 
The Rock Steady Crew from the Bronx were one of the first hip-hop groups and became world famous. The group still organize a Rock Steady Crew Anniversary every year in New York to celebrate hip-hop culture, and its main focus is always a street dance competition.
The Anniversary attracts competitors of all different ethnic types from all over the world, and over 20000 observers.
h) R’n’B.  R’n’B is a mixed modern type of music that consists of rap and pop music. It combines rhythm and blues, dances and soul. R’n’B music is full of power and movements. This is music of cool tanned “beauties” and “machos”.
i) Country. Country music used to be easily distinguishable from other genres because of its use of the steel guitar. Now, however, country music seems to focus on how the artist sings the tune (you really have to listen to a voice recording). This type of music developed in the 1920s from the country music of the midwestern states of the USA, and it has a distinct cowboy’s feeling to it. Nashville, Tennessee, is the official home of this type of music, and it is still growing in popularity today.
j) Reggae. Reggae is one of the most unique forms out there. It uses a lot of steeldrum but usually has a “happy sound”. Popular music is a key part of everyday life in Jamaica, even forming a part of the island’s Rastafarian religion. Its superstar was Bob Marley who came to world recognition in the 1970s and 80s, and today Jamaican music has evolved into ‘dancehall’, an electronic form of dance music.
k) Rock. Rock is the most popular form of music. A real heavy drum beat and awesome guitar lines usually make up the best rock music. It started in the United States as a combination of rhythm and blues, jazz and country music.
TALKING  ABOUT  ROCK  MUSIC

Rock is one of the directions of modern music which  was found in 1951 in America. Bill Hally is a profounder of modern rock.

When Bill Hally was 24 he changed “a black rhythm” of the “black audience” to the “white audience” and he released a new album. 
Among the songs there was a song  called “Rocket-88”. Bill Hally’s song “A Mad Person” was released in 1948. That song was extremely popular.
The album “Bill Hally and Comets. Rock-n-Roll” was sold in Russia in the 50th. Also he made a hit song named “Rock Around the Clock”, that was recorded in the Ginnes World Record Book in 1954. It was the biggest selling single in the world. He wrote an original score “Shake, rattle and roll” for the action film. The soundtrack was very popular around the world. In those times for the word “rock” didn’t mean a musical style. It meant a calling to dance. The “Marcel Revolution” boomed the musical world and opened a new era of rock-n-roll in 1954.
Rock music has some exceptionally deep roots, which can actually be traced beyond the realm of Elvis Preasley and The Beatles, who were recently called two of the most influential rock music acts of the last several centuries.
The earliest of the rock music movement was rock and roll itself. Rock and roll, which began during the mid’50s, outraged typical quaint parents, but was instantly worshipped by teens and young adults. Within all of these elements, rock music was born.
As its popularity skyrocketed in the U.S., rock music became instantaneously adored in other parts of the world, especially England where the ‘60th gave birth to the “British Invasion”-the nickname given to U.K. rock music artists and groups whose popularity grew so large that it transferred to the United States’ listening audience. 
The Beatles, again, were one of the English acts and primary contributors to rock music’s “freedom of musical styles”. The group set many trends worldwide having an image of John Lennon’s ”granny glasses” and shaggy hair.
Rock music became an icon unto itself and symbol of ‘60s era and youth. Through the ‘70s it gave voice to grass-root political efforts and rebellion against “the establishment”. By the ‘80’s rock music became big business and along with it came ‘big hair’. The ‘90s, however, took a step back to its earlier beginnings and picked up the new term of “alternative rock music” to combat the commercialism of the decade prior. 

Today, even rockers who were around during the infancy of rock music are still around via acts like Eric Clapton and Rolling Stones.
Rock music speaks for itself and the person who listens to it. It has the ability to influence people’s attitudes and beliefs and the power to make those words heard. Although there are hundreds of different rock music genres, rock and has had the greatest impact, even 50 years after its birth.
I think that rock music is serious, basic music which is not understood by broad public.  It is enjoyed by the rock elite and rock fans. I suppose that rock music expresses a definite stable state of the soul. This music is absolutely ravishing.

I like listening to this music, because I can relax, I feel a huge flow of power and it cheers me up. 
When I feel bad or when I’m in a low spirit I listen to loud and hard rock. 

When I’m in a good mood I’m in a High spirit I prefer to listen to some light rock. Rock music inspires me to do something interesting and special. I also use background music when I chat on the phone with my friends.
Types  of  rock  music

There are many different types of rock music. They are as follows:

a) Avangard rock.

It was founded in the 60 th. It combines jazz, rock and folk music. This music is rhythmical and melodious.
b) Art rock.
It inherits electric, classical and jazz music. There are different types of Art rock are barroc-rock, classic-rock, symphonia-rock. It is backed by the orchestra.
c) Glam rock or glitter rock.
It was popular in the 70 th in UK. As for this trend it was necessary to have a glossy, triumph and solemn music, having a  holiday atmosphere and fantasy.

d) Jazz rock.

Jazz rock is full of live and vigour. Miles Davis is a founder of Jazz rock, in the 60-70 th. He was a trumpeter in the band.
e) Latin-american rock.
Karlos Santana founded this type of rock in 1968 . It inherits the Latin dance music ( samba, rumba and so on ). This music is very rhythmical and energehc. It’s the most danceable type of rock.
f) Rhythm’n’Blues. It was founded in the 40 th in USA. This music is for the “black skin” (Afro-American) people. Originally it was an entertaining and dancing music.  
g) Progressive rock.
It was founded in the 60 th. Progressive rock is famous among a narrow public. It is strongly rhythm-oriened.
h) Rockabilly.

It appeared in the 50th. It inherits rhythm’n’blues, country and rock’n’roll . Is a blend of various styles. This music is only for the “white skin” people (European) audience. It’s enjoyed by the rock elite.
i)   Rock’n’Roll.

It was founded in the 50 th. It was another type of rhythm’n’blues. 

It suggests a felling of joy.
j) Punk rock

Punk rock appeared in 1974 in New York, USA. The peak of popularity was in 1976 in England. This trend was a rebellion against a regular official rock music. Lyrics of  this music was very pessimistic, full of dirty words and mistrust. It is discordant, feverish and violent.

k) Techno rock.
It’s alike art rock. It combines classical, country,  electric and jazz music. It suggests a feeling of joy. It’s an electronic form of dance music.
l)   Gothic rock. 

It includes “Gothic rock”, “Gothic metal”, “Black”. This songs are about love and death. Groups play songs using  heavy music and opera execution. There are many groups that play in “Gothic rock” . They are “Poison Black”, “Charon”, “Enturine”, “Nightwish” and etc.

m)   Hard rock.
It was founded in the 60 th, completely organized in 1966 ( early groups were Cream and Jimi Heandrex ).
Golden Age of hard rock was in 1969. The famous groups are “Led Zeppelin”, “Deep Purple”, “Black Sabbath”, “Grand Fank Railroad”. Heavy music differs by it’s music. The basic of  hard rock. is heavy blues.
n) Heavy metal.
It was founded in the 80 th. It was very heavy music. Group “Metallica” is a brilliant star of heavy metal. 

There ary many groupes that work in this type of rock: “Def Leppard”, “Motley Crue”, “Cinderella”, “Bon Jovi”.
Heavy metal incluces Trash and Speed Metal. The pecularity of Trash is in extremely strong and sharp music ( group “Slayer”).

The pecularity of Speed Metal is in very high speed tempo playing like the that is called group “Overkeel”.
It sounds as if the houses or falling down or something tragic has happened.
RUSSIAN ROCK

First rock groups appeared in the 60th in Russia. The famous groups were “Sokol”, “Slavyane” and “Agronavty”. The groups sang songs of Bill Halley, Elvis Preasley, the Beatles, Rolling Stones and other trendy at that time rock music. A few years later “Sokol” and another rock group “Slavyane” started playing rock in Russian. One of the “pioneers” and innovators of rock music in our country was Alexander Gradsky. In the beginning of his career he played in the group named “Slavic people”. Later he organized his own group “Skomorokhi”. Besides this group there appeared other rock groups which played their own composed music in Russian. Among many rock groups the most productive and well-known were “Aquarium” and “Machine Vremeni”. These groups gave the birth to rock music in our country. For the first time most of groups were organized in our two main cities, Moscow and St. Petersburg. Gradually rock groups showed up in other towns.

In the 70th the majority of rock groups weren’t professionals, they were amateurs and they didn’t have the proper music education. Those rock bands gathered in small concert halls or just ordinary flats. Rock groups weren’t supported by the authorities. 

In the 80th the situation changed completely. Many rock bands got an official status of being a music group. They could have performances legally in any concert halls in Russia. It was a period of public concerts. The abundance of musical publications is explained by the great demand for music by amateurs.

At that time a lot of new exciting rock groups appeared:

Moscow rock groups: “Araks”, “Alisa”, “Voskresenie”, “Bravo”, “Brigada S”, “Aria” and “Kruiz”;

Leningrad rock groups (now St. Petersburg): “Picnic”, “Sekret”, “Naive” and “Mify”;

Yekaterinburg rock groups: “Nautilius Pompilius”, “Urfin Dzhuz”, “Agata Kristy” and “Chaif”;

Ufa rock groups: “DDT”;

Novosibirsk rock group: “Kalinov most”. 

 These rock groups got a chance to give performances not only in concert halls and stadiums but They began to release and make new albums. So people could listen to that music any time they wanted. 

In the 90th rock musicians were invited to take part in TV and radio programmes. Later women were involved in rock music development process. They began to sing rock as well. The most well-known Russian female singers are Nastya (Yekaterinburg), Zemphira (Ufa), and rock band “Nochny Snaipery”. 

Rock music became more and popular in Russia. The “geography” of rock music in Russia was double extended. 

Nowadays the most famous Russian rock groups are “Mumiy Trol”, “Korol i Shut”, “Naïve”, “Chizh”. All these groups work in different areas: rhythm-n-blues and hard rock, heavy metal and punk. Some groups also combine rock music with folk music. 
At present this style is called “a Russian rock”. The brightest rock group of this type are “Kalinov most” and “DDT”. The vocalist of DDT is Yury Shevchuk. Most of Russians enjoy this music very much. In the 21st century rock music is still very popular in Russia and it will definitely existing in the future. This music brings joy and happiness into our hearts. 

Talking about my preferable groups I would highlighted the next foreign rock groups: “The Beatles”, “Deep Purple”, “Queen”, “Urian Heep”  and Russian ones: “Alisa”, “DDT” and “Picnic”.
MY  FAVORITE  ROCK  GROUPS

A) THE BEATLES

 In the 20th century which produced a lot of original talents, the Beatles deserves special mention. It’s the most legendary group of all time and all peoples. The Beatles made enormous contribution to the development of rock and, indeed, to world music in general. Nothing is comparable with this group. The Beatles music is full of masterpieces. The innovations, unusual at the time introduced, passed into the sounds of rock so quickly that the rock world accepted them as if always there. Its music speaks on the deepest human levels, without artifice and pretence. This group created and composed a lifetime’s worth of masterworks.

The Beatles story began when John Lennon met Paul McCartney. By that time John was popular enough because he had organized the group “Quarrymen”.  When John Lennon heard Paul’s guitar playing he really enjoyed it in deed. In a while John offered Paul to join his group. At the same time Paul brought another young man George Harrison. The name and members of the group except John, Paul and George were constantly changing. Eventually a new representative of the group showed up. It was Peter Best who was playing the percussion. Simultaneously John invited his friend Stuart Satcliff to join the group. The group worked very hard. It gave plenty of concerts not only within Liverpool but in many other cities as well. In May 1961 the Beatles released two hit singles in Hamburger. There were two popular songs “My Bonnie” and “The Saints”. Later Satcliff left the group. 

October 28, 1961 was a memorable day in music. One of the greatest event happened in a music shop in Liverpool. The owner of the shop was Bryan Epstain. Once a customer came into the shop to buy a new album of the Beatles however Bryan knew nothing about the Beatles. He asked the customer to tell him about the Beatles. It turned out that the Beatles was giving the concert in the club “Kaverna” that night. Visiting a few concerts Bryan was amazed by these talented people and offered them cooperation. He became the Beatles manager.
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It was Bryan who insisted on recording a new album in a famous music studio EMI. George Martin was a soundtrack producer of that studio. George really enjoyed the music that the Beatles played. He agreed to help the group to record a new album but he also demanded Pete Best to leave the group. Nobody knew why it happened. In a while a new representative came into the group. It was Ringo Star. These key representatives of the Beatles traveled a lot and gave a lot of concerts around the country and the world till 1970. The success was huge. The first album “Please, please me” became very popular not only in the UK, but also in the USA.                        

People cried on the concerts. Even a fan movement was founded because of tremendous popularity of the Beatles. The movement was called “Beatlesmania”.

All albums were unique. The music of the Beatles created new concepts of melody, harmony, rhythm, color, tonality and form. This group tried to free music from the traditions that had lost their freshness a long time ago. Nowadays everyone knows this awesome music group. The songs are still very popular, mighty and powerful. I would say that the Beatles will live forever and ever! 
B) Deep Purple.

Deep Purple is the most legendary group of hard rock style. This group for as Black Sabbath and Led Zeppelin are the groups which gave a powerful push for the hard rock development.The guitar player Ritchie Blackmore and the organ player Jon Lord organized a group Deep Purple in 1968 in England. First representatives were a vocalist Rod Evans, bass guitar player Nick Simper and Ian Paice (drums). The first album was sold over 200 000 copies in the USA, but in England the group didn’t have a big popularity.

For the first time Deep Purple played the commercial rock music with elements of classical music. Stanley Cubrik used the music from the second album “The Book Of  Taliesyn” in the his film “Space Odyssey. 2001”. 

Rod Evans and Nick Simper left the group after releasing the third album. Them two other members of the group appeared- singer Ian Gillan and bass guitar player Roger Glover – a real fame came up to the group. It was called a “Golden Staff” of the group. It included Blackmore, Lord, Gillan, Glover and Paice. This “staff” created a very popular albums of the group. The fifth album “Deep Purple In Rock” was the first album that was played in hard rock style.

After making the album “Deep Purple In Rock” the group got popularity not only the USA and England , but all over the world. Ian Gillan was invited for recording a famous rock opera “Jesus Christ – Superstar”, where he sing a part of Jesus Christ. 

When Deep Purple was recording a new album “ Machine Head” in 1972 in the studio fire began. Deep Purple composed a wonderfull song “Smoke On The Water” by the influence of this event. This song the group played on all their concerts.

In 1979 more then 40 English musicians together Deep Purple and Black Sabbath recorded single “ Smoke On Water” and “Paranoid” (this song of Black Sabbath). All money from the sale of these single was transferred into the committee for helping earthquake victims in Armenia.
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In 1973 Gillan and Glover left the group, because of disagreement with Ritchie Blackmore. Instead of them a new singer David Coverdale and bass guitar player Glenn Hughes came to the group. Deep Purple recorded two interesting album, but in 1975 Blackmore left the group. New guitar player Tommi Bolin couldn’t replace him and the Deep Purple sprit up.

However in 1984 Deep Purple had a reunion again in their “Golden Staff”. Group travels around the world and gives a lot of concerts and shows. In 2005 Deep Purple visited Russia and even Nizhny Novgorod. At present time Deep Purple are guitar player Steve Morse, organ player Don Airey, singer Ian Gillan, bass guitar player Roger Glover and Ian Paice – percussion.
C) DDT

I really like a Russian rock group, DDT. This group was founded in 1981 in Ufa. The group leader is Juri Shevchuk. At first Vladimir Sigachev, Rustem Asenbayev, Gennadiy Rodin, Rustem Karimov and Jury Shevchuk played in the group. For the first time the music of the group was a combination of hard rock, the blues and country. But the second and next albums were in hard rock style.

Juri Shevchuk The leader of the DDT. Young folks say he is their idol and call him rock prophet. Juri Shevchuk’s songs are a blend of intellectual rationalism of the thirty-year-olds and raging rebelliousness of teenagers, his fans.
“What we want in this world

                                            we have not,

But we know we can change it,

                                           year, we know!”, 
says Juri in his song. His voice is slightly hoarse and one can feel passion in it.

In april 1984 DDT released the album “Pereferia”. The lyrics of this album were social-oriented. Authorities in Ufa persecuted this group. Jury Shevchuk left Ufa to Moscow, and then to St. Petersburg. He organized new musicians and the group gave concerts around the country and in USA, Germany and Hungary.
Listening to Shevchuk’s songs in overcrowded flats and basements the “dumb generation” regained its voice. They feel confident, these people, they want to follow suit. Yuri has many a song which are so easy to sing in chorus. 
The album “ Actrisa Vesna” is a very lyrical album of the group. The this album Jury Shevchuk devoted to the memory of his wife Elmira. The songs “Dozhd”( Rain ), “Poslednyia Osen” ( Last autumn ) and “Chto takoye Osen?” (What is such autumn?) are very popular now.

Jury Shevchuk helped young rock groups. Korol I Shut, Naiv, Pilot, Lumen and many over groups recorded their albums in DDT Studio. DDT is one of the best Russian rock group. This group has a tremendous success in Russia.
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CONCLUSION
Coming to the end I would like to summarize and conclude the main idea of my thesis. Music is inexpressible in a sense of having words to be described. It means that music is full of inexpressible feelings that are very deep in our heart. Any genres, any composers are certain to produce something worthwhile. 
People find their own music to listen to that helps them relax or deal with problems. Actually it doesn’t matter what music you like to listen to and I’m not going to persuade you to pay attention only to rock music. 
If you like this music and the music touches your heart and soul t means that it is excellent, it can express your feelings and this music is just for you. It is known that music plays a great role in our life. Frankly speaking, we can’t live without it. It helps us relax, work and live.    
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