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Guide Savenkova Nina Nikolaevna
1. The invaders of Great Britain. 
2. Great Britain.
3. Ancient Britons. 
4. The Roman Conquest of Britain. 
5. Britain under the Romans. 
6. Anglo - Saxon England. 
7. The Norman invasion of Britain. 
8.  The main town of Great   Britain.

Present - Day Britain
British or English?
Some people find it difficult to distinguish between such names as
British and English, between Britain and England; and the names the
British Isles and the United Kingdom add to the difficulty. What
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exactly does each of these names
mean?
This is the geographical name that
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refers to all the islands situated off
the
north - west coast of the European
The Isles of Silly
continent: Great Britain the whole of
Ireland (Northern and Southern)9and all the smaller islands situated
between and around them: the Isle of Wight the Orkneys, the
Hebrides, the Shetlands, the Isles of Silly the Channel Islands and
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the Isle of Man.
This is the name of the largest island of the British Isles. It is historically divided into three parts which were once independent states: England , Scotland and Wales. The people who live in England are English. The people who live in Scotland are Scots, the people who live in Wales are Welsh. At the same time all these people are British because they live in Britain. As to the word Great in the name of the island, it was first introduced by the French to distinguish the island from the area in the north
Of    France called Brittany (the French language has the same word form Britain and Brittany).
The United Kingdom (or UK) is an abbreviation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which is the political name of the country consisting of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (sometimes called Ulster).Southern Ireland is a completely independent state: the Republic of Ireland (also called Eire).
The UK covers the British Isles which is the geographical name of all the islands situated off the northwest coast of the European Continent. They consist of Great Britain, Ireland and of about five thousand small islands. The North Sea, the Strait of Dover and the English Channel separate Great Britain from the continent. It is washed on the west coast by the Atlantic Ocean and by the Irish Sea. Great Britain is a highly developed   industrial country. One of the leading industries of Great Britain is the textile industry. Coal, iron and steel as well as various  machines are also produced there. Shipbuilding and motor industry are highly developed too.
There are many big industrial cities in Britain, such as Birmingham and Sheffield (with big iron and steel works), Manchester and Liverpool (the biggest centers of textile industry), Cardiff and others. London, the capital city of the UK is one of the biggest commercial centers and ports  of the world. It  is also an important political cultural and educational centre. Other educational centers in Great Britain are Oxford and Cambridge with the world famous oldest Universities, and also Edinburgh and Sheffield.
The total population of Great Britain today is about 59 million people. The official language of the country is English, though in Wales people speak Welsh which is different from English, while the Scottish dialect differs little from English. There are many other languages spoken in Britain as it has become now a multinational state.  Little is know about the ancient population of the British Isles.
Like other primitive people in other parts of the world, they lived in caves and hunted animals for food. Gradually they learned to grow corn and breed domestic animals. They made primitive tools and weapons of stone. Later they learned to smelt metal and make metal tools and
weapons.  
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Archaeologists  find their  tools and weapons,    as well as remains of primitive houses. These people were religious, though we know very little about their religion. Some temples which they built still stand in many parts of England and Scotland. These temples are also very primitive. They are just circles of great stones standing vertically. The greatest of them is Stonehenge in the south of England
    The people who lived on the British isles two thousand years ago were called Celts. In the 1st century BC, the Romans ruled the whole civilized world, except Britain which was separated from the Continent by the Channel and the North Sea.
   In 55 BC a Roman army of10, 000 men with Julius  Caesar at the head invaded Britain. The Celts saw,  their  ships and attacked them in the sea while the Romans were landing. The Romans saw the Celts in
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    battle  for the first time and they made a great impression on the Romans. The Roman soldiers were better trained and had better arms, but the Celts defeated them and they had to return to Gaul. In 54 BC Caesar came to Britain again, this time with an army of 25,000 men. The Colts fought bravely for their independence, but the well - armed Romans defeated them in several battles. Caesar then returned to Gaul to complete his conquest on the Continent. Though Julius Caesar came to Britain twice, he wasn’t   able to conquer it The real conquer of Britain by the Romans began nearly a hundred years after Caesar's invasion of Britain. The Romans never managed to conquer the Scottish Highlands and the province of Britain consisted only of the southern part of the island. For about 400 years, Roman Britain was peaceful, but eventually the legions had to return to Rome to defend it against.
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the country were strangers. They had different manners, customs and laws. They spoke a different language which common people   didn 't  understand. The  were two different language spoken in the country at the same time, the official language was Norman - French. 
    It was the language of the ruling class. Common people spoke English. As time went by, the Normans mixed with the Anglo - Saxon, and the two languages gradually formed one English language. At the beginning of the 11* century England was already a big country and London was a very important city. In 1066 William the Conqueror and His people went to England from Normandy in France. Williams the Conqueror became King of England. 
     The King lived in London. Many of his people lived in London too. But William was afraid of the English, of the people of London and he built the White Tower to live in it Now it is one of the most important and beautiful buildings of the Tower of London. As it is very famous, many people visit it every year.
All Kings and Queens of England lived in London. It became the biggest city in England. By 1600 there were more than two hundred thousand (200 000) people in London.
In those days people usually built houses of woodland they often were near %; one another. Sometimes there were fires in the city, but they were usually very small. Then came 1666, the year of the Great Fire on London.
On Saturday, 2n September 1666 there was a strong wind from the river and a big fire began. It started in the house of the king's baker, near London Bridge.
     The baker's wife woke up in the middle of the night because the house was bonfire. Soon the net house started burning and then the next and the next... The fire burnt until Thursday. Many houses
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William the Conqueror
Fence   on top.

  The earthen wall and the fence served to defend the village 5 against robbers and wild beasts.
The Anglo —Saxons were tall, strong men, with blue eyes and long blond hair. They were dressed in tunics and cloaks which they fastened with a brooch above the right shoulder. On their feet they wore rough leather    shoes. Their usual weapons were a spear and a shield. Some rich men had iron swords, which they carried at their left side. The women wore   4 long dresses with wide sleeves. Their heads were covered with a hood.
In their villages the Anglo -Saxons bred cows, sheep and pigs. The ploughed the fields and grew wheat, rye or oats for bread and barley for beer.
The last time that England was successfully invaded was in 1066. This is the most famous date in English history. William, the Duke of Normandy, began to gather an army to invade Britain. His aim was to get to the English throne. William promised land to all who would support him, and there were many fighting men who were ready to join William's army.
William gathered a big army consisting not only of the Normans but of the knights from other parts of France. In October 1066 William crossed the Channel and landed in the south of England. The battle between the Normans and the Anglo - Saxons took place at a small village near the town of Hastings. The Norman army was larger in number and much better trained. Their military tactics were unknown in England.
The Anglo — Saxon army lead by Harold was small and poorly armed. Besides, King Harold's power over the Anglo - Saxons was weak. The battle was close and extremely bloody, it went on all day. At    X the end of it most of the best warriors in England were dead, including X King Harold. As a result of a single battle, the Norman leader, Duke William of Normandy, became king of the whole of England He is knows' y as «William the Conqueror ».He ruled England for 21 years. The Norman Conquest brought about very important changes in the life  of the Anglo - Saxons. William declared that all the lands in England belonged to him. Under William many castles were built in different parts of the country, they were all royal castles. But the new masters of 
The south of England was covered with the villas of wealthy Romans ;
and Britons. There were large farmhouses, often with water supply and ;
baths.
The Romans remained in Britain for three hundred and fifty у ears, and during that time they built many towns. Strangely enough, London was    : not the chief town in early Roman times. The capital city, from which the • Romans governed  the island, was Colchester. Many of these 'were large. Each large town had a theatre, open to the sky, with some seats in a great semi-circle. Many towns had amphitheatres like the Coliseum  in   Rome, but smaller. Here the soldiers did military exercises and played allsorts of games. The social centre of every Roman town was the great building of the baths. This building usually occupied one side of the      main square and contained, in addition to the not and cold baths, the law; courts, the municipal offices, the school building and the gymnasium.   
Towards the end of the 4th century Europe was invaded by barbaric tribes. The Romans had to leave Britain because they were needed to defend their own country. The Romans had to leave Britain because they were needed to defend their own country. The Britons were left to themselves, but they had very little peace. Very soon sea - robbers came sailing in ships from the continent. These invaders were Germanic tribes called Angles, Saxons and Jutes. They were wild and fearless people, and the Britons could never drive them away. The Britons fought many battles, but at last they
were forced to retreat to the west of Britain. Those who stayed became the slaves of the Anglo — Saxons. For a long time the tribes of Angles, Saxons and Jutes  fought with one another for supreme power, Britain split up into seven kingdoms: Kent, Sussex, Essex,  Mercia, East Anglia, and North Umbria . The Anglo -Saxons     lived in small village. Round each village there was a ditch and an earthen wall with a wooden
                    warrior
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An Anglo-Saxon village (reconstruction)
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 enemy attacks, despite their long occupation of Britain, the Roman   influence in Britain was weaker than in other provinces. The Roman way of life influenced only the southeastern part of the country. The built roads and ; bridges, villas and baths, military camps and cities, among them -
London, York, Bath, Manchester and others. Traces  as  the Roman
invasion can be found today, especially in the English language. Many
words of modern English come from Latin, such as street, port, wall and I others, as well as names of towns, such as  Chester, Winchester, Manchester, Gloucester, and so on.
In the у ear 70 AD, when the Romans had been nearly thirty years in ; Britain, many Britons could not remember a time when the country had ', been free, and it seemed quite natural to them to be governed, not by

British kings or chiefs,  but by Governors from Rome.
   There were still three legions of Roman soldiers in; the country, but everything was now so quiet that the
soldiers spent most of their time enjoying themselves in
sports or at the games in the amphitheatres.
Although Britain was now fairly peaceful, the Romans; realized that at any moment some treble  might try to
revolt.  So they built forts in many parts of the country, in which they
I stationed small groups of soldiers, [or the next three hundred and twenty -five years Britain  remained a Roman province, governed by Roman Governors and protected by the Roman legions. During this time there were long periods of peace, and Britain became a civilized country of towns and villages and good roads. Wherever the Romans went, they built roads. If we look at a modern map of England, we see that there are great main highways running across the country .often in long straight lines, from one town to another. Many of these roads which are still in use today, were built by the Romans.
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in London were burnt. The fire burnt for four days and destroyed 80% of the city. More than 250 thousand people didn 't  have home any more.
After the Great Fire people built a new city. The city became larger and larger. By 1830 there were more than one and a half million people in London. The railways came and London became richer and richer, but it didn 't become nicer.
The city became dark and dirty and people lived in bad houses. There are still poor people and dirty places in London today, but life is enter now as there are many new houses and flats. The city is also much  leaner.
  London is the capital of England. It is its political and business centre. The heart of London is the City. It is the oldest part of London. Many people work in the City but very few live there. There are many banks and other offices there too. You can visit some interesting places in the City or near it. One of them is them Tower of London.  The Tower of London was a fortress, a palace, a prison and the King's Zoo.
Now it is the museum. You can see a lot of interesting things in the halls of the White Tower. Its square walls are white and very tall William the Conqueror built it in the eleventh century. There are always black ravens in the Tower of London. People keep them in the Tower of London and look after them very well as they believe that London will be rich while ravens live there.
One of the greatest English churches, St. Paul's Cathedral, is not far from the Tower of London. The famous English architect Sir Christopher Wren built it in the 17th century after the Great Fire. It took Sir Christopher Wren 35 years it is a beautiful building with many columns and towers. In one its tower there is one of the largest bells in the world.
The centre of London is Trafalgar Square. Some people say it is the most beautiful place in London. In the middle of the square stands a tall column. It is a monument to Admiral Nelson. Four bronze lions look at the square from the monument. There are two beautiful fountains in the square. The are in front of the National Gallery -which is one of the best picture galleries of the world Every day many tourists visit this fine building with tall columns.
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St. Paul's Cathedral
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Trafalgar Square
Hyde Park

There are 2,700 languages in the world, but English today is the most important international language. Four hundred million people speak English as their first language. Six hundred million people speak it either as a second or as a foreign language. That is 20 percent of the world's population.
The National Gallery
[image: image21.png]


English has become a world language, because it is spoken as a mother tongue in all the continents of the world. In the 17th century it was brought to North America by the first colonizers. Then in the 18* century English was brought to Australia, later on to Africa and India. Millions of people are learning English today. It is they language of summit meetings and international conferences. It's also the language  the United National. Foreign political leaders usually speak to international journalists in English. The latest discoveries and ideas in all spheres of science and medicine appear in special international journals, of-which 60 percent are in English. 80 percent of all information in the world's computers is in English.
Besides, there are a lot of brilliant world-famous
English, American, Canadian and Australian writers and who gave the
world their wonderful works. The reader can fully appreciate them only
in the original And finally, many young people learn English as a foreign language because it is the language of rock and pop music.
So, English can be used for many different purposes and serve as a key
to other cultures and their riches.
The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. This means that it has a monarch (a king or a queen) as its Head of State. The present British monarch is Queen Elizabeth 2, who succeeded to the throne in 1952. The monarch has very little power and can only reign with the support of Parliament, which consists of the House of Commons and the. House of Lords. Parliament and the monarch have different roles in the government of the country. In reality, the House of Commons is the only that has true power, it introduces new bills. They then go to the House of Lords for approval, and finally the monarch signs them. Only then they can become laws.
The House of Commons is made up of 650 elected members, knows as Members of Parliament (or MPs), each of whom represents an area of the UK. The political parties choose candidates in elections. The party which wins the majority of seats in the House of Commons forms the Government and its leader usually becomes Prime Minister. The largest minority party becomes the Opposition (or the «Shadow Cabinet»). The Prime Minister chooses about twenty MPs from his or her party and forms his or her Cabinet Ministers. Each minister is responsible for a particular area of government. For example, the Minister of  Defense  is responsible fore defense policy and the armed forces, the Home Secretary for law and order and immigration. The House of Lords consists of more than 1,000 hereditary lords and peers. It has very little power.
The two main political parties in Great Britain are the Conservative and the Labor party. Now the Conservative party is empowers. The Conservatives have been in power since the 1970s and main opponent, the Labor party, has formed the Shadow Cabinet. At present
John Major, the leader of the Conservative party, is Britain's Prime Minister.
Among other political parties there is the Liberal party and the Social — Democratic party.
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Glossary.
th
1. Angles a north Germanic tribe Saxons invaded Britain in the 5 century. England gets its name from the Angles.
2. Briton - a native of Great Britain.
3. Celts - the tribes which lived in the British isles when they were
invaded by Anglo -Saxons.
4. Chester - a town in England which was a Roman Settlement; now it
has a lot of ancient buildings.
5. House of Commons ~ the lower house of the British Parliament, the
members of which are elected.
6. House of Lords the upper house of the British Parliament, the
members of which are lords are bishops. They are not elected.
7. Jutes’ Germanic tribe that took part in the conquest of Britain in the
5th and 6th centuries.
8. Essex- and Anglo -Saxon kingdom in the late 5th century9it became
a united English kingdom in the 6th century. William the9Conqueror -
Duke of Normandy and King of England from 1066 till 1087. As Duke of
Normandy he invaded England in 1066 defeating are killing Harold, the
king of the Anglo -Saxon.
PAGE  
3

