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Plan of investigation: 
Studying drama I have heard about famous Soviet actor and director Solomon Mikhoels who lived in the USSR and was the head of Jewish theatre in Moscow in 1930-1940-s. In 1949 according to official information he died in a car accident in the city Minsk. From the different historical textbooks
 I found out that it was secret NKVD
 operation. Why did the Soviet secret police decide to assassinate Mikhoels? The subject of my investigation is that “How did Solomon Mikhoels die and what might have been the cause for his death?”

One of the aims of this course work is to find out which of the reasons was most crucial, fatal for the Mikhoels’ death. It is necessary to find out what was his political position in Russia in 1940-s. I am going to investigate whatever international relations were the reason of the murder, or was it because of the anti - Semitism in the USSR. To be able to do so it is necessary to evaluate different points of view of historians and different sources (both primary and secondary), the evidence of Mikhoels’s friends, relations and the memoirs of the NKVD members (Pavel Sudoplatov).   

Summary of evidence: 

Once the Second World War (1939-1945) has finished and the Nazis regime was destroyed the people in the Soviet Union believed in positive changes in their lives would take place. In reality this success led to an increase of Stalin’s power (1924-1953) and the totalitarian regime was strengthened.

It was a regime in the Soviet Union which features were the state monopoly of the media that absorbed literature, art and science into a stylized ritualistic public culture that excluded other forms of public reflections.
 People were told what to read, what to listen to and even what to study. Human beings who disobeyed Stalin’s regime as well as Stalin’s opponents they were either punished or sent to labor camps which were called “Corrective Labor Camps” 
. Under Stalin’s dictatorship tens millions of people were executed, went missing and never seen again.
  

Solomon Mikhoels was a theatre director as well as an actor, who became People’s Actor of the USSR in 1939, while in 1946 – he was awarded with the Stalin Prize. Since 1919, Mikhoels Solomon worked as a theatre actor. In 1925, Moscow State Jewish Theatre was founded. Mikhoels Solomon was one of the theatre founders and became its leader since 1929.
 
He was not only art person but also was involved in political life of the USSR.   During the Second World War the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee was created in Soviet Union in 1941 in order to get financial help from the Jews abroad. The head of this committee was ”outstanding Jewish actor and director”
 Solomon Mikhoels. Through media propaganda, and through their own personal contacts with Jews abroad (especially in Britain and the United States), the members of the committee were expected to influence public opinion and to enlist foreign support for the Soviet war effort.
 The Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee broadcast pro-Soviet propaganda to foreign audiences, assuring them of the absence of anti-Semitism in the USSR. In 1943, Mikhoels and Itzik Feffer, the first official representatives of the Soviet Jewry allowed to visit the West.
 The Jewish activity was affective and played an important role in the final victory of the Soviet Union. Unexpectedly in 1949 this committee was closed down without explanation and Mikhoels died in a car accident.
  

Evaluation of sources: 

Matvey Geyser “Mikhoels”, 2004, Molodaya Gvardia, Moscow.

Matvey Geyser was a friend of Mikhoels family; he was in a close friendship with the actor’s daughter. This book was written in order for people to know the truth about famous people in history. The author published this book after the collapse of Soviet Union. This is a secondary source and it could be useful to us because the author interviewed the family members (the memories and the interview of Mikhoels wife, Anastasia Pototskaya-Mikhoels), the people who were close to Mikhoels (actors, Mikhoels colleagues, students); he used the archives of the NKVD that were opened after the collapse of Soviet Union in 1991. 

Nevertheless the text is not completely scholastic and the author to some extent is showing a great deal of feelings towards the events, he tries to reconstruct the past and sometimes he produces his own versions of events not completely supported by the sources
. Family members to some extent could not be objective to Mikhoels memory; private letters were destroyed by them due to the danger from the NKVD repression.

A letter from Mikhoels to Stalin. 15 February 1944. (From Geyser, Matvey,                “Mikhoels” page 248-250)

This primary source is a letter that Mikhoels and the stuff of the Anti-Fascist committee wrote to Stalin suggesting him to create Jewish Republic on the Crimean territory. The idea about the future Jewish state was being discussed widely among the politicians. This letter could be useful to us because it shows us that Mikhoels believed that the Jews would get their own land and that Stalin would like to play so called “Jewish card”. We could see the mentality of a human being in the totalitarian state because he relied on Stalin’s decision in this case. However he could not have been fully expressing his feelings and emotions in this letter due to it being an official letter to the state leader himself. Nevertheless we could predict that now Stalin could have felt threatened by Mikhoels dedication of getting the land for Jews. 
The limitations of this primary source would be that this letter was re edited by Solomon Lozovsky and then sent.
  We do not know what Mikhoels wrote in particular because it was written not only by Mikhoels himself but also by his colleagues. It is also unknown what exactly was deleted and rewritten in the letter, the question why was in not sent but re edited is unknown. So we cannot fully rely on this source.  

Analysis: 

There are three major questions that should be considered. Was it an accident? Was Solomon Mikhoels’s death a political murder? And if it was a political death then why would it happen?

An unplanned car accident version from the very beginning was not sensible for any of the people who were close to Mikholes and knew him.
 Further investigation of Soviet archives prove and make it clear that he was killed by Stalin’s secret police (NKVD) that has made it look like an unfortunate car accident
. After the end of the Second World War the Mikholes activity on the post of the head of the Jewish committee was not further necessary for Stalin.  This also supports the evidence that Stalin introduced Anti Jewish campaign started in 1948 and further on and Mikhoels was the earliest victim of it. The evidence of Pavel Sudoplatov - the famous Soviet secret agent, also proves the NKVD involvement. In his memoirs he also named the reasons for Mikhoels liquidation. “His successful trip to America immediately made him a suspect in Stalin's eyes. He had become a cultural hero for Jews around the world”.
  We could rely on these statements because Pavel Sudoplatov was an active member present during the 1940’s decisions of the NKVD and knew sources that a common human being had no access to. 
The planed character of the Mikhoels’  assassination could be proved  by the fact that his death became the beginning of the Anti Jewish repressions. The Jews were blamed as “cosmopolites”, not being patriot of the Soviet Union. On November 20 1948 the government of the USSR dissolved the Jewish Anti Fascist committee, depicting it as a centre of Anti Soviet information.  Shortly afterwards they closed the Jewish cultural institutions and began an Anti Semitic campaign.
 Jewish people were expunged from the arts, the professions, and the press.
 Five years after Mikhoels’s death an article
 was published which has stated that Mikholes got a directive about the destruction of the supervisory personnel of the USSR from the USA was obtained. They blamed Mikhoels for trying to betray Soviet Union while covering himself under the charity works that he used to do for Russia. The sentence that was put upon Mikhoels already after his death stated that before Mikhoels went to U.S.A., collected information about the USSR’s industries which have been passed on to the Americans. 
   The state officials described Mikhoels as a State enemy. The Soviet officials use the Mikhoels actions as a reason for Anti- Semitic campaign.  

The external situation also might  become the reason for murdering Mikhoels. After the United Nation’s reason to create Jewish state in Palestine, now Jews all over the world were called to go to their motherland. In case of the Soviet Jews would decide to move out of Soviet Union it could have been a dilemma for Stalin, what to do? Being a totalitarian leader he could not allow people to move out of Russia and to some extent it could spoil the relationship with the United States. In the situation of the beginning of the Cold War – period of tension between two systems (communist and democratic) and the relationship between two superpowers was transformed from co-operation to confrontation. Nevertheless Stalin did not want additional trouble with America.  From the other side Stalin would like to create the image of the USSR as a motherland of all nationalities. In both cases Stalin would like to exploit the question about the Jewish land in his own interests. Mikhoels was one of the leaders of a Jewish community and Stalin firstly has promised them a land of their own in the Crimea.
  When Mikhoels wrote to Stalin about the land Stalin realized that the demand for the land was high. So he might have decided to murder Mikhoels thinking that if he would have removed the leader of Jewish group from existence then the question about Russian Jews having Crimea would be dropped. Besides the demand for the land not being raised again and Mikhoels contact with USA would not threaten and be used against Stalin’s power in USSR. Stalin decided to oppose any contacts between Jews in USSR and Jews in non-communistic countries.  
Conclusion:  
Now it’s clear to us that Mikhoels death was a political murder. As we can see from the analysis, it is comprehensible that Stalin had his reasons for the deaths of the famous actor; they were both internal and external. Stalin did not solve the problems that faced him he simply liquidated those who were a part of them. 

Stalin was very suspicious of other people that could limit his cult of personality. Besides after winning the war and beating Nazis Stalin did not see any reason in keeping the Committee still in practice therefore he got rid off its leader and then its members. Mikhoels himself became too popular during the war time period. 

Mikhoels was not Stalin’s opponent; he followed the leader, but made a mistake by asking for the Crimean land for the Soviet Jews. In reality Stalin didn’t want to solve the Jewish question about the land of their own he just wanted to get a good image from the western countries and to persuade the Soviet Jews that they don’t need to go to Palestine for a better future
. However this push for the land became the main reason that the members of the Anti-Fascist committee will be blamed with in 1949 during the Anti-Semitic campaign in the USSR. This question became very focused during the beginning of the Cold War. 
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Document #1

На митинге в поддержку Красной армии в Лондоне. 1943
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Document #2

Soviet posters 1930 
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