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1. Plan of investigation 

         The chosen subject of investigation is “The Leningrad affair”. It was the period of purges in Leningrad Party Organization in the USSR in 1949. This event is consider as one of the most cruel  episode of Stalin terror. At the time of the “Leningrad affair” the leading members of VCP (b)
 were arrested, put in prison in big amounts and finally shot.  The research question of the work is “What were the reasons of the “Leningrad affair?”  

       The method used in the investigation was to use secondary and primary resources: official Party documents (among them the famous N. Khrushchev speech to the XX CPCU Congress), historical monographs and magazines, biographies, Internet. Among primary sources there is Sergey Beria memories. Unfortunately the numerous numbers of the primary documents about “The Leningrad affair” were lost or false during Soviet time.
 In this case we had to rely upon mostly on the secondary resources: Russian historians (like D. Volkogonov and   R. Medvedev) as well as the books of European historians in order to find similarity and differences in their interpretation. 
2. Summary of Evidence

The period 1945-1953, was a peak of the Stalin’s totalitarian policy. Victory in Great Patriotic War finally strengthened the cult of personality and he became the creator of victory for the soviet  people. 

The “Leningrad affair” was the purges of Leningrad’s Communist Party Organization. 26 people were killed and 323 were accused and imprisoned.
 Among them were the famous politicians like Voznesensky
 and Kuznetsov.
 Some people, who were left alive, were freed from prison after Stalin’s death and later were rehabilitated. 

 
The historians named several versions of this affair.

1. The official version declared that, in 1949, Voznosensky and Kuznetsov tried to establish a separate Communist organization with headquarters in Leningrad instead of Moscow. 
2. It was Stalin’s maniacal suspicions. Stalin, being the unlimited leader, had a suspicious attitude towards his colleagues and he was afraid to loose power.

3. Beria
 and Malenkov
 fought for power and tried to strengthen it by eliminating potential rivals, like as Kuznetsov and Voznesensky.

4. It was Abakumov’s
 intrigue. On December 24th 1954, it was announced that Abakumov, and his colleagues had been tried in secret by a military tribunal of Supreme Court for "treason and political sabotage". All had been found guilty; four, including Abakumov, had been sentenced to death and executed. The official announcement declared that Abakumov "....had fabricated the so-called 'Leningrad case' ".

5. Another version is Khrushchev’s involvement. During the 20th Congress of the CPSU in February 1956, First Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, in his "secret speech" accusing Stalin of the "murder" of many "good Communists", described Voznesensky and Kuznetsov as "...talented and eminent leaders"
 In spite of this there is evidence that he could be also the rival of the Leningrad party leaders in their struggle for the influence.

6. Leningrad’s version was, according to Julia Mikhailova,  that Stalin disliked Leningrad from the Revolution in 1917.  Stalin experienced a particular hatred and fear towards this city as the source of real possible opposition for his rule.
 

7. The next reason was  the self-political game of Kuznezov and Voznesensky, who had great power inside the country and who were opponents to the totalitarian regime.
 They were independent and because of this they didn’t fit Stalin. Also, there were the great ambitions of Kuznezov and Voznesensky that increased the status of Leningrad and its party’s organization, as well as the creation of the Kirov  cult in Leningrad. Stalin was scared that Voznesensky and Kuznezov could become as popular as Kirov.

8. Yugoslavia’s version. In January 1948  Yugoslav delegation headed by Milovan Djilas
 was warmly received by the  Party and state elite in Leningrad.  By 1949 leaders of the Yugoslavian Communist Party were accused of being  not merely counter-revolutionaries who aimed to restore capitalism in Yugoslavia but active “agents of Western Powers”, engaged in espionage and plotting within the socialist countries.
  

9. Economic reason for repressions. Voznesensky’s economic theory contradicted the official one and  therefore was criticized by Stalin. Nikolai Voznesensky demanded commodities’ prices to be "market prices", based on their values or "prices of production". Voznesensky's book became popular amongst economists and some quotes were cited on the same level Stalin’s"
. Stalin's strong objections to Voznesensky's economic theses were made public only more than four years' later, in 1952, however the “market economy” idea was strongly opposed totalitarian “command economy”.

3. Evaluation of sources

Source 1: 

Demidov, V., Kutuzov, V. “The Leningrad affair: the last blow”, Moscow, 1990.

 In this historical book, written by modern Russian historians V. Demidov and V. Kutuzov, one can learn about the time period of “Leningrad affair” and   identify the intentions of those who were preparing the “Leningrad affair”. After Perestroika period it became possible to say the full truth about Stalin’s purges. This secondary source delivers the facts to the readers quite clearly.

 This research is useful in the sense that except the delivery of the general course of events. It could be consider as reliable because it contains the evidence of the eye-witnesses of the “Leningrad affair” and it also includes the memories of the arrested people relatives. This book also became one of the first one to be published where the topic of the “Leningrad affair” was discussed and different versions of the event appeared. 

Nevertheless, this source also has some limitations. It was edited in 1990 when the Communist inheritance in Soviet Union’s was still strong. Not all resources were possible to investigate.   Not looking at the fact that the majority of the archives became available after the USSR collapse in   1991, this book became one of the first important researches of the events of the “Leningrad affair”.

Source 2: 
Kutuzov, V. A. St.Petersbug-Petrograd-Leningrad 1703-2002, Moscow, 2002.

The given book resource looks deeply at the political history of the St. Petersburg of all the period of its existence from the years of 1703 close to our day to the years 2002. 


This book is not entirely dedicated to the “Leningrad affair” itself. This secondary source is more seen and looked at as if at the part of the political life of the city and the country itself from the years 1940s going to the 1950s of the 20th century, but in any case it gives the general overview of where, when, how exactly and with which precise methods did Stalin fortify his position and his power in the country. 


There are some values as well as some limitations. One of the values of this book is that it came out in 2002 so more freely introduced the topic and explained what really happened at that time. One of the limitations is that the “Leningrad affair” is seen as one of the episodes of Soviet history and is mentioned briefly. This proves that the information is general and that there is not enough information about the “Leningrad affair”. There are no details explaining why this affair occurred and what truly happened.

4. Analysis

The official version was destroyed just after the Stalin’s death. At the 20th Congress of the CPSU in February 1956, First Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, in his "secret speech" accusing Stalin of the "murder" of many "good Communists", described Voznesensky and Kuznetsov as "...talented and eminent leaders"; who had:  "...innocently lost their lives", because:  "...the so-called 'Leningrad affair' ...was fabricated"
. Nevertheless it was impossible for   Khrushchev who himself was involved in mass repressions to name the people who stand behind   the crime. 

Among those, who stood behind this affair one calls Beria, Malenkov, Abakumov, and Khrushchev. Could L. Beria eliminate his political antagonists? Beria’s position in that period was in decline. One of his major opponent were the leaders of Leningrad organization. Nevertheless his son Sergey Beria rejects his role in purges
, stresses that all the accusations during the process were not brought by NKVD, but were represented by the Party and Malenkov ( a Politburo member) performed them with the condemning speech. Another point of view: Malenkov and Beria acted together against the political rivals. 
  Nevertheless, Sergey Beria’s opinion could be hardly considered as reliable because his task was to save his father’s reputation.

 Abakumov is not considered as an independent political figure and he acted mostly according to Stalin’s will.
 

Khrushchev’s role is not clear. Most victims didn’t call him, but S. Beria is sure that in the struggle for the influence over Stalin he could be interested in purging the Leningrad leaders. Truthful documents could hardly be found as most were destroyed during Khrushchev’s reign. 

Stalin could be considered an initiator of the “Leningrad’ affair” whom Malenkov and Khrushchev could assist.  Version №, 2, 6, 8 and 9 could be combined, as they give reasons for Stalin’s suspicions.  M. Lynch who mentioned the fact that Stalin in 1940s became more critical and suspicion  of those around him proves Stalin’s personal responsibility.   Stalin was afraid of Leningrad’s Bolsheviks and feared that they might become his rivals
.     The beginning of this hostility was laid down by the so-called “New Opposition” headed by Gregory Zinoviev who became (after Lev Trotsky had been distanced) the real candidate for the post of the leader of the party and the state
. The blockade of Leningrad in 1941-43 expressed an opinion that Stalin did not want to save the city, that he was always afraid of it, because the city of the first revolution could carry out the second.
 Another “confirmation” of their crime was found in the All-Union Wholesale Fair organized under the initiative of Leningrad leaders and was held in the city in January 1949. These two events were interpreted as an attempt to create a network of anti-party organizations and to establish a separate Russian Communist party.
All purges during Stalin’s time were the Stalin’s desire to “destroy or to remove anyone whom he regarded as representing a threat to his authority.”
  Stalin never forgave free thought or independence.  Voznesensky and Kuznetsov less than other leaders admired him orally and in writing
.
 
Were Leningrad’s leaders actual opponents to Stalin’s totalitarian regime (version № 7)?  The daring defense of Leningrad during the war showed their independence and freedom of action. Party leaders were brave patriots who took the responsibility of the country’s fate. Simultaneously they did not consider themselves enemies of Stalin or of the regime. They regarded themselves loyal to the Communist party. Nevertheless, Stalin needed loyalty proof. Historians consider them leaders who were able to rule the party effectively, the kinds of people Stalin tried to destroy. 

5. Conclusion

The “Leningrad affair” was one of the gloom event of the Soviet history. Kuznetsov and Voznesensky who had high position in the party (probably Stalin’s successors) and many others became the victims.  Stalin’s suspicion and desire to keep limitless power is portrayed in the affair.  We hardly can identify now the real role of the each people involved. The sources still contradict to each other. Nevertheless, all participants could act only under Stalin’s directing.  The repressed were dangerous for Stalin and thought and, in this case, became Stalin’s opponents. At the same time Leningrad’s party organization became victim of the political intrigues and struggle for power of Beria, Malenkov, Khrushchev and Abakumov  which became possible at last period of the dictator ruling.  To increase his power, Stalin needed to remove leaders from the Leningrad, so eventually the “Leningrad affair” was set up.
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7. Appendix

Document 1

 The portraits  of the members of the State Defense Committee – the major political body during the Grate Patriotic War in 1941-1945:
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Text (from Russian) :

“The people were firstly excluded from the life than from the photos” (the Voznesensky’s  photo is excluded)
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