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A.    Plan of investigation.

On the October, 22, 1962 in Berlin the Checkpoint Charlie Crisis took place. It was one of the meaningful events of the Cold War. The aim of the investigation is to examine how this event was evaluated by contemporaries and historians. To what extent the Checkpoint Charlie Crisis could be considered as an inevitable one. Therefore the problem question of the work is: “Was it an accident or not?”
During the pre-Perestroika period such investigation couldn’t be successful since of documents secrecy. Nowadays, to achieve the goal of my investigation I can use German, Russian and American information sources, both primary and secondary. As the most valuable sources the Soviet newspaper “Nedelya” (“The Week”) issues from 1961 and the Soviet GRU officer’ recollections should be mentioned.  These different sources give me the opportunity to view the topic of investigation from different angles. 

B.    Summary of evidence.

After the conference in Yalta (1945 February), Berlin was occupied by four main powers Great Britain, USA, France and the Soviet Union. In 1948 – 1949 there was so called Berlin blockade (airlift) which signed the growth of tension. Berlin was divided into two parts by the wall (August, 1961). Moreover not only the city was divided, but also the families. The people hated the wall and wanted to come to the American or English sector.
  Berlin became ‘a divided city within a divided state within a divided continent’
.

In the wake of the Berlin Wall crisis, President Kennedy sent General Clay
 to Berlin as his special representative. Clay was determined to stand up the soviet pressure and deny any East German legal authority over Berlin.

Several difficult situations took place in the early1960. There were some confrontations in Berlin which were solved and about which the Soviet leaders knew from the German leaders.

On 22th  October, 1961 on Sunday evening Allan Lightner
 and his wife were going to the theater to the eastern part of Berlin. At the Checkpoint Charlie one Soviet officer and asked to show\any identify documents. Lightner refused that. And commented it as disturbing from his private life and he would not give the officer his documents. Lighter wanted to speak with the Checkpoint’ chef, but there was nobody at the post. Lighter went away and a few minutes later he came with a group of US – Military police officers. He crossed the territory of the checkpoint and went to the East Sector. Several days later other American officials who also went to East Berlin with the assistance of the American soldiers repeated it. General Clay understood that the Soviets would try to establish an official frontier. The United States didn’t want to allow the USSR to do it.
 

At October, 25th several British diplomats were going from the West Berlin to the East  Berlin through the Checkpoint Charlie, not giving the passports or any other documents.
 Clay sent troops and four tanks to the checkpoint. The troops escorted the officials to East Berlin without hindrance.
 On the 26th Soviet tanks (not having been seen in Berlin since the 1953 workers’ uprising) appeared at the Brandenburg Gate. The following day the Soviet tanks approached Checkpoint Charlie and faced the US tanks ‘nose to nose’ (about seventy five yards apart)
. The tanks withstood to each other till 28th of October and then were withdrawn.
 According to some sources, “the Soviets blinked first, and elevated the barrel of their lead tank”
. Standoff ended peacefully enough 16 hours later. 

C.    Evaluation of sources 

Documentary “The Caribbean Knot”, produced by the film by (company «Archie-film”) director A. Ivankin in the year 2003

The documentary is mostly dedicated to the events of the Caribbean crisis in 1962, but also includes the history of the pre-crisis (1945-1961) American-Soviet relations during the Cold War.  

As for values it could be mentioned that the film was produced to commemorate the end of the Caribbean Crisis, 40 years after the Crisis. It gives us the opportunity to analyze the situation in more detailed and unprejudiced manner. Moreover, it gives the possibility to look through the documents which were declassified in post- Perestroika’ Russia (after 1991) and in USA after the limited ‘access’ prescription. 

This film includes a number of interviews and fragments from different documentaries. As A. Ivankin is living in Canada now, it gives him the capability to compare Russian and American points of view on the issue from both Russian as American angles and to be objective.

The limitations of the documentary are possible to be identified as well. All the materials were found out and commented by the director himself. As 40 years passed after the events some details could be forgotten or even lost by interviewers. Besides, the documentary is dedicated to the Missile Crisis, so there was a lot of useless information for my investigation. Moreover, not all materials of the documentary have the notes about the source of information.
Lyubimov, Victor  Role of Military Intelligence in Settling the Berlin Crisis.  Top Secret. Issue 31. January - February 1999 - http://milparade.udm.ru/31/070.htm.  Visited 14.05.2006 

This document is an article from newspaper and is about the events of the time period 1959-1963. It is an extract from the memoirs of Victor Lyubimov, who was a soviet secret agent in Europe and the United States. Now he is about 80 years old. 

For values it could be mentioned that Lyubimov was in Europe at the moment of the crisis, so he could interpret reaction of the people he saw. Moreover, he was a secret agent, so he was able to use secret documents. He got the information from different people for a small consideration. Lyubimov tells quite a lot about the Checkpoint Charlie crisis, naming it an “USA provocation” and describing the course of events in details. 
However, as limitation it should be mentioned that Lyubimov’ s intelligencers received money. Information rarely could be fully justified and can be perverted – unwittingly or even intentionally.  We do not know if he was the only secret agent who received meaningful data. An extract gives us information about all the events which happened in the period of the 1959-1964, not only the Checkpoint Charlie crisis. Moreover, the author is not a professional historian and can present only his own point of view.  It’s important to highlight that being more than 80 years old he cannot remember clearly the details of the past.  

D.   Analysis

From the first days of the Checkpoint Charlie crisis there were minimum two points of view on its definition. Different information sources named it “Checkpoint Charlie Crisis”
, “4th Berlin Crisis”
, “cheeky imperialistic sally”
, “ confrontation”
, “a powder keg standoff”
 and the “nose-to-nose” crisis.
 

We can find different explanations of the crisis origins. One blames US for a provocation;
 the other point is that it was a “provocation” of the SU
 or more neutral - “confrontation”
.  But all sources considered it as an important event of the Cold War history.  Alternative versions could be seen even in indication of the number of tanks
. It gives us opportunity to conclude that it was official information, which has been top-secret up to now 
.

There are also different views on the point the crisis whether an accident or not. 
As the most significant evidence of non-randomness it should be said that there were several confrontation situations between the US and SU in Berlin before. During the 1945-1961 period four crises took place. 

The growth of tension in the early 1960’s could be confirmed by Khrushchev’s position of “power demonstration”. It was Khrushchev who observed crudely: “Berlin is the testicles of the West “every time I want to make the West scream I squeeze on Berlin on testicles”
. It means that Khrushchev wouldn’t loose any opportunity to make a show-off of the Soviet army power.  Several months before the crisis the US sends some documents with photos to the SU, which prove that the Soviet nuclear power is less than the nuclear power of the US
. A few weeks before the crisis the Soviet foreign minister A. Gromyko
 and J. F. Kennedy met in the White House. During this meeting they didn’t come to an agreement over the Berlin question, which would satisfy the two conflict sides.
  Such crisis could be only a step in escalation of tension.
The American position on this question was far from peaceful as well. US realized that if they loose Berlin, they would loose the whole Europe as sphere of influence. US intentions and approaches were transparent enough in the Airlift mission in 1948-1949, in Kennedy’s visit and especially in his public speech to the Berliners in 1962. 

Pattern could be traced also by events following the crisis. Several days after the crisis another confrontations followed near the Brandenburg Gate. It was not so wide discussed in mass media. On the 30th October the Soviets exploded an enormous bomb of over 50 megatons, which, as it was calculated, could destroy an American state the size of Maryland
.  This fact hardly could be regarded as an accident. 

It should be also mentioned that the intelligence services knew that the Crisis would take place.
 The photograph of the newspaper “Nedelya” was well prepared, in other case he would have enough time for making a photo of the American solders, so it shows that he knew that an accident will take place
. 
On the other hand, there is also evidence that it was to certain extent an accident. 

Firstly, addressing the place where it was. Why exactly the Checkpoint Charlie if there were two other checkpoints
 in Berlin?

Another option is the reason of the crisis. The men wanted to go to the theatre. It began from breaking only one rule, which says that anyone who crossed the border should have an ID. 

The time when it took place was also accidental, because it could happen any time and every year not exactly at the date of the well-known standoff. 

Another accidental to some extent aspect were the people involved into the crisis. The most significant persons were L. Clay (US general) and I. Konev
 (SU Marshal). As a result of their biographies and previous professional experience they preferred the language of weapon to peaceful coexistence. It could be supported by the fact that I. Konev advised Krushchev not to withdraw Soviet tanks, explaining it by the threat of the American’ break-through
.

E. Conclusion
It is hard not to conclude that the Checkpoint Charlie crisis was not planned, nevertheless standoff was unavoidable. All previous clashes in Berlin as well as facts of confrontation in the short-run justify this thesis. On the other hand, it is quite evident that the place, time, immediate reason and course of events were absolutely accidental. It became some kind of a show off for the main Cold War enemies. USSR and USA just used the opportunity to demonstrate their military power and to prove to each other that they are really powerful.
            The resources of the issue are still limited.  The opponents can’t decide up to now whose victory or defeat was this crisis. Who benefited from the crisis? According to some sources, “Khrushchev had succeeded <…> in demonstrating the West’s powerlessness in certain local situations” 
 

There are visible links between events in Berlin and in Cuba region. According to Khrushchev’s advisor F. Burlatsky opinion, the Berlin crisis was “the overture” for the Cuban missile crisis only a year after
. According to historian J. Young.,  “Kennedy’s inaction may have contributed to Khrushchev’s decision to build nuclear missile bases in Cuba the following year” 
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Soviet tanks face U.S. tanks at Checkpoint Charlie (http://nsarchive.chadwyck.com/bcphotox.htm)
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US Army checkpoint at Friedrichstraße.  (http://www.dhm.de/ENGLISH/ausstellungen/breakthrough/images/S7/charlie.jpg)
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Photo by  Boris Gurnov shows the US troops preparing to the “provocation”. Photo was made on  28th of October, 1961 on the Checkpoint Charlie and published in the Soviet newspaper “Nedelya”. Scanned page.

№ 4.
[image: image4.jpg]1
\

2 5 OKTABPA amepurancias 60y
eHyuna YCTPOuURa nposoKa-\
yuonnylo evinaaky. Hapyuus zpa-
Huyy Oemokparuveckozo DBepaund,
Ha 0xUNAX, NOMHBLX BOOPYICEHHBIX
aMepuKanckux condar, npoeokaro- {
Pl npockowunl yepes 0sa nocrd |
HapoOHoll  nonuyuu, nocre 4ezo |
paseeprynucs 6 O0PATHOM HANDAS=
senuu. Ha cnumre, cdenannox Bo-
pucom: I'ypHosbiM, 8bL eudure ame-
PUKAHCKUX 60SK-NPOGOKATOPOE Nes |

-ped «cTaproMy. - }

e TT—





The article about the Checkpoint Charlie Crisis, published in the newspaper “Nedelya” at the 29th October, 1961. 
Scanned page.
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