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     A.    Plan of investigation.

On the 3rd of March 1917 the last Emperor of Russia, King of Poland and Grand Duke of Finland, Tsar Nicholas II  took the decision to abdicate from the throne in favor of his younger brother Michael Romanov
. It took several hours for Michael to abdicate in his turn for the favor of the Provisional Government. That event was the turning point in Russian history as to the fact of that these two abdications put the end not only to Romanov dynasty but to Russian monarchy as an institute. Both Nicholas and Michael had their abdication papers published, but real reasons for doing that are not identified definitely till nowadays. Why did Michael abdicate from the throne in just a few hours is the key question of the investigation. 

The investigation covers most of possible reasons for that and is using a wide variety of sources from eyewitnesses memoirs to modern historians’ works. As to investigate the psychological aspect of the question it might have been useful to use modern belletrist books as a source.
B.    Summary of evidence
As a result of the disturbances in Petrograd on the 2nd of March, 1917 Nicholas was forced to abdicate. Abdication is usually explained as an act of renouncing and resigning from a formal office, especially from the supreme office of state
. In Roman law the term was also applied to the disowning of a family member, as the disinheriting of a son. A similar term for an elected or appointed official is resignation
. 

As Tsarevich Aleksey
 suffered hemophilia, Nicholas abdicated in favor of his brother Grand Duke Michael, although his first idea was to abdicate in favor of his ill son Alexey and make regents out of Grand Duke Michael and Tsarina Alexandra Fyodorovna. As doctor Botkin
 told Nicholas that Alexey was not going to survive more than 16, the Tsar had to reject  this idea. 

On the 3rd of March at 10 o’clock in the morning deputes of a State Duma came to Michaels apartment on Millionnaya street and started to discuss a question if Michael should take the Russian throne or not. All of them were nervous and stone-white. At any moment crowds of workers and soldiers could come for them. And they nearly didn’t have any guards, only few groups of solders around the building. 

According to P. Milyukov
 memoirs, there was Michael in the middle of the room and all the guests were sitting around him. He asked them to say everything what they thought about the situation and what they were going to do. One by one they told Michael their opinion and most of them were against Michael taking the throne for the reason that they were afraid for his life
. The idea of saving the monarchy in Russia was so meaningful for the Russian society that it will be extremely unsafe for the Tsar to stay in Moscow if he took the throne. And it won’t be any safer in any other part of Russia. Only Milyukov was for taking the throne. He was trying to persuade Michael not to abdicate from the throne, because as he thought, monarchy was the only axis of Russia. He said that there were enough soldiers and enough guards to stop the crowd. Despite the agreement between them to say only once. Regarded all the “yes” and “no”, Michael finally decided to abdicate from the throne. The abdication paper was signed by all the deputes who presented at the discussion.
 

After about twelve hours Michael declined to take the throne, he abdicated in favor of the Provisional Government. 

C.    Evaluation of sources
The first evaluated source is a book by E. Radzinsky “Nicholas II. Life and death”
.  It is a quite popular book on the theme by a famous author. This book tells us about the life of Nicholas II from A to Z, from birth to death. The thing that is special about this book is the way the whole story is told. It shocks with the details that are not censored, being even a bit extra-bloody and naturalistic in the end. The limitation of the source is that the book was composed and written out of lots of diaries, interviews, other books, etc. and as you know when a source is being composed that way the information itself might be distorted. The style of this admirable author is quite attractive for the reader it is vital not to forget about all the possible limitations that are possible to be met. One more limitation of that book is the way it was composed. The entire book is done from interviews and memoirs of people who were victims of the events that happened and this fact might mean that some important information might have been lost and it warps the book’s value as a source. Moreover, the book does not contain footnotes, so the information quoted could not be checked.

Another source is the book by David Evans and Jane Jenkins: Years of Russia and the USSR 1851-1991
. That book was published in the UK in 2001. I included it into my bibliography to look on the question from a different angle. It really gets into the question and looks at it from the outside. The problem of the book is of course its origin. The main limitation of the book is that British authors wrote it, not the citizens of the country the events took place. Documents that have been used for this history textbook were translated from Russian, so errors and misunderstanding are also possible. The specific of Russia doesn’t really let any other historians analyze the history process of Russia correctly. For sure, it was composed out of analyzed facts and events but it doesn’t really include any facts that are not possible to be found in any Russian book. 
D.   Analysis

The happenings of the 3rd March 1917 are still a riddle to some extent. There are a lot of versions of why Grand Duke Michael renouncing from the throne. Michael himself considered his renunciation as “hard decision”
.  Certainly all of them should be carefully analyzed and evaluated as not a single one was ever finally proved.

 The first and the most widely spread version is the fear for his life and life of his family which overwhelmed Michael on the day of abdication of his elder brother Nicholas II. The situation in the country was critical at that moment and Michael would have taken a great risk for his life if he had taken the reign. On the day of his abdication he managed to meet with respectable politicians to make a decision. Just a few soldiers guarded the building that they met in and  they were able to break through at any moment
. Michael was frightened and decided not to take such a risk. He also was frightened for his family. As well as his older brother, Michael was more considered on his family than on, as he says in his abdication manifesto, “a heavy burden”
. As he really adored his family this way he was afraid of putting her in danger. 

Another probable explanation, which coincides with the former to certain extent, is that Michael did not believe in the possibility of breaking Russia through the crisis and was afraid of being responsible for the country in crucial moment of its history. This explanation could be proved by Michael own words from Manifesto, in which he described the situation in Russia as “a  time of unprecedented war and unrest among people”
. Michael didn’t want to take up “poisoned chalice”
. Liberals and radicals, such as Bolsheviks and SR’s were obsessed with an idea of gaining power using force, peasants and workers who were completely persuaded by the Bolsheviks went out on strikes because of non-satisfaction with their work and life and the First World War completed the picture of the country that is falling apart thanks to problems. So it is quite possible that Michael didn’t believe in success at all and was not going to risk for nothing.

Quite likely that the decision might be made non-independently, but under somebody’s pressure – the family or some political forces.

That is possible that Michael’s family including his elder brother pressed on him not to take the throne maybe because they were afraid of his life. On the other hand, eyewitnesses of the happenings stated that Nicolas had no contacts with Michael and was quite surprised that Michael abdicated. The main person to influence Michael was his wife, Grand Duchess Brasova. She was strongly against Michael abdicating from the throne and Michael knew it well. Her position might be explained by her own personal ambitions. Her marriage with Michael was morganatic and she was obsessed by the idea of becoming a Tsarina.


Another possible version of why he abdicated was the pressure of the Duma’ deputes who came to the crucial meeting. Most of them were interested in the Michael abdication as to the fact of that they didn’t want to take any risk and that they were afraid for the Tsars life. They fully realized that he would get in a real danger at that time. A member of State Duma Alexander Kerensky
 was strongly against taking the throne. He supposed that if Michael would take the throne it will provoke a lot more problems in Russia, accelerate revolutionary movements in the country and finally bring Russia to a great crisis. Only Milyukov was for taking the throne. His opinion was that Michael should take the throne or, if Michael didn’t want to take the burden, to call himself 'Regent of the Empire during the vacancy of the throne,' or, to take a much finer title, 'Protector of the Nation,' as Cromwell styled himself. This idea announced by Milyukov made Kerensky almost beside himself with passion and provoked him to a torrent of invective and threats which terrified everyone there. It is possible that Kerensky frightened Michael to death and although Michael heard all the “yes” and “no” he decided to abdicate. 

Michael’s democratic thoughts also might have brought him to the conclusion that he has no right to bring pain to the Russia people. In his Manifesto he proclaimed: “Inspired by the thought common to the whole nation
, that the well-being of our homeland comes above all, I have taken the hard decision to accept supreme power only in the event that it shall be the will of our great people, who in nationwide voting must elect their representatives to a Constituent Assembly, establish a new form of government and new fundamental laws for the Russian State”. The text mentioned above could be regarded as democratic feelings after Nicholas’ abdication, which is supported by many recollections, and belief in further democratic development of Russia through Constituent assembly. Even taking into consideration his determination to show democratic spirit in such situation, that is actually a proof of Michael’s belief that autocracy is not the right way for Russia. However, when he was abdicating, he was crying the same moment
. According to eyewitnesses’ commentary, he was killed with sadness because of the fact that he had to put Romanov’s dynasty and autocracy itself in Russia to an end.

It is quite obvious that Duma Provisional Committee’ members
 were interested in legitimate power transition. It could only be achieved through receiving power directly from the ruling person. Having received the abdication Manifesto from Nicholas II, they needed the same from his successor. According to some historians view
, “Michael did not want to be thought of as having accepted the title of Emperor even for a moment. But the Cadet constitutionalists prevailed on him to “formally” pass on his “authority” to the Provisional government to give it some sense of legitimacy”. Even Kerensky went along with this pretence of a transfer of power, pretentiously telling the Grand Duke that “we will carry the precious vessel of your authority to the Constituent Assembly without spilling a single drop”
. The idea of decision made under pressure could be also supported by Michael’s own words from Manifesto: “I ask all citizens of the Russian State to obey
 the Provisional Government which has been formed and been invested with complete power on the initiative of the State Duma, until a Constituent Assembly, to be convened in the shortest possible time on the basis of general, direct, equal, secret ballot, expresses the will of the people in its decision on a form of government”
.  Again, it is hard not to reach the conclusion, that Michael had much more liberal ideas than his elder brother Nicholas II, who having read Michael’ Manifesto, has wrote in the diary that the Manifesto itself and the ending especially is villainy.”

One more possible explanation could be Michael’s health. As Maurice Paléologue 
 testifies, Michael had a stomach ulcer at the time of happenings
. As some time victims say Michael fainted from time to time and as doctors said it was also caused by a great stress caused by the situation in the Romanovs’ family. Michael suffered enormous physical pain, sometimes it was so hard that couldn’t even speak. His health situation might have made him think that he won’t have enough power to rule the country and together with all other factors it brought him to the idea of that he won’t have enough power and will to rule the country.

Michael could have thought that the power he had a chance to take was illegitimate. That might be explained by Michael’s feelings of that he was far from the throne and never was close to ruling
. He never used to reign and always lived in the shadow of his elder brother Nicholas II, the Tsar. He might believe that actually the throne belonged to Tsarevich Alexey. Through all his life Michael used to be the “younger brother” and through all his life he was in the “waiting list” but not the one to rule. Michael was in many ways better suited to management than his quieter older brother. However, he could not seem to settle down.



As to put the final stroke it is necessary to mention that Michael was not a Tsar at all. So definition “Throne folder”, is explicable enough. Even if he was a tsar, he ruled for maximum of one day (“Tsar for a day”), population never recognized him as a Tsar and Nicholas II was always recognized as the last effective Tsar.
 According to the widespread opinion, Michael had been never abdicated, as he was never formally crowned. 

E. Conclusion

After finishing the exploration the conclusion could finally be reached. In the Section D some possible variants for Michael to abdicate were listed and it was necessary to choose the most appropriate and real one. The decision is that Michael was frightened to death with the situation that was actual in Russia of those days. He was frightened for the country; he was frightened for his life and life of his family members. Michael didn’t have enough guards and he could not have been sure about the army that he would have had to take control of. He thought that the situation was going to get even worse if he had taken the throne and didn’t want to risk for something unclear and unclearly possible. Although through all his life he was the one waiting for the throne he was never the ruler and never used to keep power in his hands it was a great pain for him to put Romanov’s dynasty as quotient and Russian autocracy as common to an end.  

It should also be mentioned, that “the discussion was academic; by the following day the Duma Committee had decided that the continuation of the monarchy in any form was unacceptable to the workers and soldiers of Petrograd and Grand Duke Michael was persuaded to stand aside”.
   

Nevertheless, is noteworthy, that Michael in his Manifesto represents a fundamental change in the Romanovs’ willingness to use violence to retain its power. Even Bolsheviks (such as L. Kamenev) sent him letters admiring his “ magnanimity and civic consciousness”
. We may only guess at his decision if he knew to what consequences would his decision lead.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1.

By 1880      -                         MICHAEL IS FOURTH-IN-LINE FOR THE THRONE

By  March 13, 1881      -      MICHAEL IS THIRD-IN-LINE FOR THE THRONE

By November 1, 1894     -    MICHAEL IS  SECOND IN LINE FOR THE THRONE

By June 18, 1901     -           MICHAEL IS HEIR PRESUMPTIVE

By August 12, 1904    -        MICHAEL IS AGAIN SECOND-IN-LINE FOR THE THRONE

APPENDIX 2.

Manifesto
A heavy burden has been laid on me by my brother's will in transferring to me the imperial throne of All Russia at a time of unprecedented war and unrest among the people.
Inspired by the thought common to the whole nation, that the well-being of our homeland comes above all, I have taken the hard decision to accept supreme power only in the event that it shall be the will of our great people, who in nationwide voting must elect their representatives to a Constituent Assembly, establish a new form of government and new fundamental laws for the Russian State.
Therefore, calling on God's blessing, I ask all citizens of the Russian State to obey the provisional government which has been formed and been invested with complete power on the initiative of the State Duma, until a Constituent Assembly, to be convened in the shortest possible time on the basis of general, direct, equal, secret ballot, expresses the will of the people in its decision on a form of government.
(SIGNED)
MIKHAIL
3/III - 1917, Petrograd.
� Grand Duke Michael of Russia a son of Alexander III of Russia and Dagmar of Denmark.
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� Paléologue, Maurice  - French diplomat and writer who encouraged the Franco-Russian alliance before and during World War I.
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