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Public Holidays and Celebrations.
There are eight public holidays in a year in Great Britain, that is days on
which people need not go in to work.
There are Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day, Good Friday,
Easter Monday, May Day, Spring
Bank Holidays and Late Summer Bank Holidays.
Most of these holidays are of religious origin. For the greater part of the
population they have long lost their religious significance and are
simply days on which people relax, eat, drink and make merry. All the
public holidays, except Christmas Day and Boxing Day observed on
December 25th and 26th respectively, are movable.
Traditions and Holidays of Private Life

Public holidays and Celebrations
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English and American traditions and holidays
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Leisure                                                                Traditional Ceremonies
The Nativity
The story of Christ's birth has been handed down for centuries, based mainly on the Christian gospels of Matthew and Luke. The gospels of Mark and John do not address the childhood of Jesus, and those of Matthew and Luke highlight different events.
According to Luke, Mary learns from an angel that the Holy Spirit has caused her to be with child. Shortly thereafter, she and her husband Joseph leave their home in Nazareth to travel about 150 kilometres (90 miles) to Joseph's ancestral home, Bethlehem, to enroll in the census ordered by the Roman emperor, Augustus. Finding no room in inns in the town, they set up lodgings in a stable in Bethlehem in Judea. There Mary gives birth to Jesus. Jesus' being born in Bethlehem fulfills the prophecy of the Book of Micah. Luke's Gospel has some references to historic events at this time, saying "In these days the Roman emperor Augustus ordered to excise a counting of all population in the world" , but the only known census was in the year AD 6.
Matthew's gospel begins by telling the genealogy and virgin birth of Jesus, and then moves to the coming of the Wise Men from the East to Bethlehem. Matthew mentions no trek to Bethlehem from Nazareth. The wise men, or Magi, first arrive in Jerusalem and report to the king of Judea, Herod the Great, that they have seen a star, now called the Star of Bethlehem, heralding the birth of a king. Further inquiry leads them to Bethlehem of Judea and the home of Mary and Joseph. They present Jesus with treasures of "gold, frankincense, and myrrh". While staying the night, the wise men have a dream that contains a divine warning that King Herod has murderous designs on the child. Resolving to hinder the ruler, they go home without telling Herod of the success of their mission. Matthew then reports that the family next flees to Egypt to escape the murderous rampage of Herod, who has decided to have all children of Bethlehem under the age of two killed in order to eliminate any local rivals to his power. After Herod's death, Jesus and his family return from Egypt, but fearing the hostility of the new Judean king (Herod's son Archelaus) they go instead to Galilee and settle in Nazareth.
Another aspect of Christ's birth which has passed from the gospels into popular lore is the announcement by angels to nearby shepherds of Jesus's birth. Some Christmas carols refer to the shepherds observing a bright star directly over Bethlehem, and following it to the birthplace. The Magi, who Matthew also reports seeing a giant star, have been variously interpreted as wise men or as kings. They are supposed to have come from Arabia or Persia, where they might have obtained their particular gifts. Through the years astronomers and historians have offered conflicting explanations of what combination of traceable celestial events might explain the appearance of a giant star that had never before been seen.
Dates of     Celebration
Christmas is now celebrated on December 25 in Roman Catholic, Protestant, and some Eastern Orthodox churches, such as the Greek, Bulgarian and Romanian Orthodox Church. The majority of Eastern Orthodox churches celebrate Christmas on January 7. This date results from their having accepted neither the reforms of the Gregorian calendar nor the Revised Julian calendar, with their ecclesiastic December 25 thus falling on the secular date of January 7 from 1900 to 2099. This calendrical difference has led to confusion on the part of those unfamiliar with the older calendar. The Orthodox churches begin preparing for Christmas with a fast that begins 40 days before Christmas and ends with Christmas, dubbed the "Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ." In the U.S. and Canada, some Orthodox dioceses allow the parish priest or parish to decide which of the two calendars (i.e., Gregorian versus old Julian) to follow at the parish level and hence the timing of Christmas Day. Dates for the more secular aspects of the Christmas celebration are similarly varied. In the United Kingdom, the Christmas season traditionally runs for twelve days beginning on Christmas Day. These twelve days of Christmas, a period of feasting and merrymaking, end on Twelfth Night, the eve of the Feast of the Epiphany. This period corresponds with the liturgical season of Christmas. Medieval laws in Sweden declared a Christmas peace  to be twenty days, during which fines for robbery and manslaughter were doubled. Swedish children still celebrate a party, throwing out the Christmas tree ), on the 20th day of Christmas (January 13, Knut's  Day).In practice, the Christmas festive period has grown longer in some countries, including the United States and the United Kingdom, and now begins many weeks before Christmas, allowing more time for shopping and get-togethers. It often extends beyond Christmas Day up to New Year's Day, this later holiday having its o\^n parties. In the Philippines, radio stations usually start playing Christmas music during what is called the "-berth  months" (September, October, etc.); this usually marks the start of the Christmas season. Countries that celebrate Christmas on December 25 recognize the previous day as Christmas Eve, and vary on the naming of December 26. In the Netherlands, Germany, Scandinavia, and Poland, Christmas Day and the following day are called First and Second Christmas Day. In many European and Commonwealth countries, December 26 is referred to as Boxing Day, while in Finland, Ireland, Italy, Romania, Austria and Catalonia (Spain) it is known as St. Stephen's Day. In Canadian French, the December 26 holiday is generally referred to as Lendemain de Noel (which literally means "the day after Christmas").
Santa Claus and other bringers of gifts

Gift-giving is a near-universal part of Christmas celebrations. The concept of a mythical figure who brings gifts to children derives from Saint Nicholas, a bishop of Myra in fourth century Lycia,  Asia Minor. He made a pilgrimage to Egypt and Palestine in his youth and soon thereafter became Bishop of Myra. He was imprisoned during the persecution of Diocletian and released after the accession of Constantine. He may have been present at the Council of Nicаеа
, though there is no record of his attendance. He died on December 6 of 345 or 352. In 1087, Italian merchants stole his deceased body at Myra and brought it to Ban in Italy. His relics are still preserved in the church of San Nicola in Bari. To this day, an oily substance known as Manna di S. Nicola, which is highly valued for its medicinal powers, is said to flow from his relics.
The Dutch modeled a gift-giving Saint Nicholas on the eve of his feast day on December 6. In North America, other colonists adopted the feast of Sinterklaas brought by the Dutch into their Christmas holiday, and Sinterklaas became Santa Claus, ox Saint Nick, known in some West African and the UK countries as Father Christmas. In the Anglo-American tradition, this jovial fellow arrives on Christmas Eve on a sleigh pulled by reindeer, and lands on the roofs of houses. He then climbs down the chimney, leaves gifts for the children, and eats the food they leave for him. He spends the rest of the year making toys and keeping lists on the behaviour of the children.

One belief in the United Kingdom, United States, and other countries passed down through the generations is the idea of lists of good children and bad children. Throughout the year, Santa adds names of children to either the good or bad list depending on their behaviour. When it gets closer to Christmas time, parents use the belief to encourage children to behave well. Those who are on the bad list and whose behaviour has not improved before Christmas are said to receive a booby prize, such as a piece of coal or a switch with which their parents beat them, rather than presents.

The French equivalent of Santa, Pere Noel, evolved along similar lines, eventually adopting the Santa image Haddon Sundblom painted for a worldwide Coca-Cola advertising campaign in the 1930s. In some cultures Santa Claus is accompanied by Knecht Ruprecht, or Black Peter. In some versions, elves in a toy workshop make the holiday toys, and in some he is married to Mrs. Claus. Many shopping malls in North America, the United Kingdom, and Australia have a holiday mall Santa Claus whom children can visit to ask for presents.
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A classic image of Saint Nick
In many countries, children leave empty containers for Santa to fill with small gifts such as toys, candy, or fruit. In the United Kingdom, the United States, and Canada children hang a Christmas stocking by the fireplace on Christmas Eve because Santa is said to come down the chimney the night before Christmas to fill them. In other countries, children place their empty shoes out for Santa to fill on the night before Christmas, or for Saint Nicholas to fill on December 5 before his feast day the next day. Gift giving is not restricted to these special gift-bringers, as family members and friends also bestow gifts on each other.

Timing of gifts
In many countries, Saint Nicholas's Day remains the principal day for gift giving. In such places, including the Netherlands, Christmas Day remains more a religious holiday. In much of Germany, children put shoes out on window sills on the night of December 5, and find them filled with candy and small gifts the next morning. The main day for gift giving, however, is December 24, when gifts are brought by Santa Claus or are placed under the Christmas tree. In other countries, including Spain, gifts are brought by the Magi at Epiphany on January 6. In Poland, Santa Claus (Polish: Swiety Mikolaj) gives gifts at two occasions: on the night of December 5 (so that children find them on the morning of December 6) and on Christmas Eve, December 24, (so that children find gifts that same day). In Finland Joiiliipukki personally meets children and gives gifts on December 24. In Russia, Grandfather Frost brings presents on New Year's Eve, and these are opened on the same night.
The giving of present at Christmas- time has a long pre- Christian ancestry. Before Christianiny was known in the world, gifts of various kids   to be exchanged at some of the pagan religious festivals of midwinter.
In England, Father Christmas was certainly known as far back as the fifteenth century. In the modern version of his legend, Father Christmas has become a very old but man, dressed in red robes and furs, who comes from the North in a sleigh drawn by reindeer, and deposits his by night in the houses, unseen and unheard.
One of the many customs of gift timing is suggested by the song "Twelve Days of Christmas", celebrating an old British tradition of gifts each day from Christmas to Epiphany. In most of the world, Christmas gifts are given at night on Christmas Eve or in the morning on Christmas Day. Until recently, gifts were given in the UK to non-family members on Boxing Day.
Christmas Cards.
Christmas cards are a part of the Christmas festivities. They are little more than a hundred years old. In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, it was a pleasant, custom to send complimentary verses. For this purpose, specially prepared sheets of paper. More than one person has claimed the honour of inventing the new form of greeting, or has had it claimed in later years. Probably, the strongest claim to be the inventor is that of J.C. Horsley. In 1846, a pictorial card designed by him in 1843 at the suggestion of Sir Henry Cole, was published by Summerly's Home Treasury Office, about a thousand copies were sold.
By about 1870, the Christmas become really popular in England, and a few years later it reached the United States. One familiar figure has remained constant from the beginning until now- the robin, who still appears on countless cards every year.
The Christmas Robin.
But why the robin? Origin of the robin as a bird dates back not more than 100 years, and is rather mundane. It is all the fault of the Post Office

In the middle of the last century the Post Office its postmen in bright redcoats of a colour to match official red  of the pillar boxes. Because of this  striking uniform,  the postmen themselves came  to be  known colloquially as " redbreasts".
So it was inevitable, when the Christmas card first came general favour around robins should figure in its decoration. Almost all the early cards showed   a   cheerful   robin   redbreast,   often   bringing   the   welcome Christmas mail in its beak, or sometimes actually knocking on the door just like the postman himself. The scarlet- clad postmen are now forgotten, and their present- day successors wear a sober bluish- grey, but they still carry vast loads of robin- adorned cards each festive season. The Christmas Three that now spreads    its lighted and decorated branches every year in so many different countries came originally from Germany .In 1841 Queen Victoria and Prince Albert had a lighted tree, the first of many, at Windsor Castle. In the next few years, accounts and pictures of
successive royal trees in the Castle in   newspapers and journals. The royal trees at Windsor made the Christmas Tree fashionable. The candles  were  ceremonially  lit on  Christmas  every  night  there after during the Twelve Days.
In recent times the Christmas Tree has from the home into the churches and the streets. Towns also have a communal tree. Many English town snow have these communal trees, the most famous being that which, since 1947, the citizens of Oslo regularly give to the citizens of London. Tall and brilliantly illuminated, it stands every year in Trafalgar Square.
It is over fifty feet high. It is brightly decorated. Right at the top is a large shining star. The branches are draped with big, brilliant stars that sparkle in the light. Bright, shining balls of different colours sizes cover the Tree from top to bottom. Imitation snow lies soft and silvery white on the dark green branches.
Whole families- boys and girls, and grownups too- stand and stare. Under a darkening sky in the heart of London this sparkling tree seems to catch the spirit of Christmas.
Boxing Day.
This is a day when one visits friends, or a long walk or just sits around recovering food- everything to eat is cold. In the country there are usually Boxing Day Meets
Christmas is the main public holiday in Britain, when people spend time at home with their families, eat special food and drink a lot. Christmas is a Christian festival to remember the birth of Jesus Christ.
Long before Christmas time shops become very busy, because a lot of people buy Christmas present. A lot of money is spent on the presents, but many people enjoy it. Every day television and newspapers say how many days are left before Christmas. People also buy Christmas cards to their friends and relatives. The cards have the words Merry Christmas and pictures of the birth of Christ, Santa Clays, a Christmas tree, a robin, or scenes of old-fashioned Christmases.
In churches, people sing Christmas carols - special religious songs. Sometimes groups of people walk about the streets and sing carols at the doors of houses. One of the well-known carols is "Silent Night".
Houses are usually decorated with lights and branches of needle-leaf trees. Many people have a decorated Christmas tree in their houses.
Young children are told that Santa Claus will bring them present if they are good. Before going to bed on Christmas Eve the children hang stockings at the back of their beds, for Santa Claus to put the present in when he comes in the middle of the night through the chimney. On Christmas Eve (24th of December), some people go to a special church service, called Midnight Mass whish starts at 12 o'clock at night.
Christmas is the day when people stay at home, open their present and eat and drink together. The most important meal is Christmas dinner. The typical meal consists of turkey with potatoes and other vegetables, followed by a Christmas pudding. Other traditional foods include a special Christmas cake and mince pies - small round cakes filled with a mixture of apples, raisins and spices.
The day after Christmas, the 26th of December, is also a public holiday. It is called Boxing Day. The name goes back to the old tradition: some time before Christmas, boxes were placed in churches for the people to put some money or present for the poor. On the day after Christmas, the 26l1 December, the priest opened the box and gave the contents away to poor people.
Christmas music
A Christmas song is a song which is normally sung during the time period leading up to, and sometimes shortly past, Christmas day, and usually has lyrical content addressing the holiday, the winter season, or both. These songs recognizably fall into several different groupings, depending on both the content and age of the songs.

Songs which are traditional, even some without a specific religious context, are often called Christmas carols. Songs with religious reference are also called Christmas hymns. For example, the Christian-centered "O Come All Ye Faithful" and the totally secular "Deck the Hall(s)" could easily both be found on Christmas-based record albums by choirs and other church-sounding artists.

Some songs of more recent vintage, often introduced in films, are specifically about Christmas, but are typically not overtly religious, and are not typically classified as Christmas carols. The
archetypal example is 1942's "White Christmas", although many other holiday songs have become perennial favorites, such as Gene Autry's "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer".
A significant subset of the secular songs are regarded as "Christmas" songs due to the time of year they are most often sung, despite never mentioning anything about Christmas or even about Santa Claus. These songs include traditional favorites such as "Winter Wonderland". These songs fall into the generic "winter holiday" classification, as they carry no religious connotation at all.

Another subset of the popular holiday songs, apart from the more sincere ones, are the many parodies or twists on existing songs, which are usually classified as "Novelty songs". They range from the cuteness of "The Chipmunk Song", by Alvin and the Chipmunks, to the Cold War gallows humor of "Christmas at Ground Zero" and the morbid humor of "The Night Santa Went Crazy", both by Weird Al Yankovic.

Some songs have little relationship to Christmas, but are hyped up over the period. Each year, record companies compete for the Christmas number one single spot, usually, but not always, with a Christmas-related song. This is parodied in the film Love Actually, whereby an artist records a cover version of a song and adds a Christmas twist to it, all the time admitting that it is "rubbish".

In the UK Cliff Richard is famed for his many attempts, with some success, to get the Christmas number one single.

Christmas in England
The English enjoy beautiful Christmas music. They love to decorate Christmas Trees and hang up evergreen branches.

One England's customs is mummering. In the Middle Ages, people called mummers put on masks and acted out Christmas plays. These plays are still performed in towns and villages.
The English gift giver is called Father Christmas. He wears a long red or green robe, and leaves presents in stockings on Christmas Eve. However, the gifts are not usually opened until the following afternoon.

Christmas in England began in AD 596, when St Augustine landed on her shores with monks who wanted to bring Christianity to the Anglo Saxons.

Father Christmas delivers them during the night before Christmas. The Children leave an empty stocking or pillowcase hanging at the end of the bed. In the morning they hope it will be full of presents.

In England the day after Christmas is called Boxing Day because boys used to go round collecting money in clay boxes. When the boxes were full, they broke them open.
In England Christmas dinner was usually eaten at Midday on December 25, during daylight.
In England, the only thing that people ate on the day before the feast was Frumenty, which is, was a kind of porridge made from corn. Over the years the recipe changed. Eggs, fruit, spice, lumps of meat and dried plums were added. The whole mixture was wrapped in a cloth and boiled. This is how plum pudding began.

In England the traditional Christmas dinner is roast turkey with vegetables and sauces. For dessert it is rich, fruity Christmas pudding with brandy sauce. Mince pies, pastry cases filled with a mixture of chopped dried fruit.

In England also they elect Boy Bishops in commemoration of St. Nicholas compassion for children. These mock bishops were allowed to do the duties of the ecclesiastic except deliver the Mass.
Christmas in Great Britain

In Great Britain the hustle and bustle of the season begins well before Christmas and there is barely anytime for a break until the Twelfth night. There is preparation going on of foods, the sending of Christmas cards, the decorating of houses and churches, and the readying of gifts keep everyone busy even the youngest family members.

On Christmas Eve youngsters hang up their stockings on the ends of the beds or by the chimney so that when Father Christmas comes he can leave them something.

On Christmas morning the family traditionally opens their presents and prepares for a big feast which typically is served just after midday. The table gleams with the best china and glassware, and at every place on the table there is a cracker. The meal begins with a toast, followed by the popping of the crackers. After the meal they sit down in front of the Television for the traditional Christmas speech of the British Monarch.

In the afternoon they exchange visits with neighbors other family members.
Some churches in Great Britain have a Christingle service on the fourth Sunday of Advent. This is a carol service of Scandinavian origin at which every child received an orange and candle wrapped in a red ribbon. The candle represents Jesus and the ribbon stands for the blood of Christ and the love of God embracing the world.

In Britain, children write their letters to Father Christmas and then throw them into the fireplace so they will float up the chimney and fly to the North Pole. If the lists catch fire first, they have to rewrite them.

At Christmas dinner, a plum pudding is served with little treasures hidden inside that bring their finders good luck. Britain was the first country to hang up mistletoe.

Christmas in South America
Native Bolivians celebrate Christmas more as a harvest festival. Thanks are given for completion of the year's work. They give an account of the work done during the year and propose what is to be done the next year. Christmas tends to become a feast of adoration of the Goddess Mother Earth, who is asked to bring a fruitful harvest, to keep away plagues, and to give a prosperous year.
In Brazil Santa Claus is little known and those who do know of the jolly fellow call him Papa Noel.
The children have no Christmas trees, but they do have а сrисhе or Presepio, representing the Christ-child's birth. Gifts and toys are exchanged during the holidays after which the Presepio is put away until the following Christmas.
In Ecuador the children write letters to the Christ-child and place shoes in the window in which he may place toys as he passes by on Christmas Eve. Noise-making toys are common and are used with much energy on the streets on Christmas morning.
Since the weather is very warm, most celebrations are in the streets. There are firecrackers, brass bands, and dancing. At midnight everyone goes to Mass. after which the family dinner is enjoyed.
Christmas (literally, the Mass of Jesus Christ) is a traditional holiday observed on 25 December. (In most Eastern Orthodox Churches, even where the civil calendar is the Gregorian, it is observed according to the Julian calendar, by which that date however coincides with the predominant reckoning of 7 January.) It is celebrated by most Christians to mark the birth of Jesus, which is believed to have occurred in Bethlehem in the Roman Province of Judea between 6 ВС and AD 6. Christ's birth, or nativity, was said by his followers to fulfill the prophecies of Judaism that a messiah would come, from the house of David, to redeem the world from sin. Efforts to decide upon a date on which to celebrate his birth began some centuries later.
Christmas has also acquired many secular aspects, which are sometimes celebrated more often than the birth of Jesus. Many Christmas traditions originated with pre-Christian observances that were syncretised into Christianity. Examples of this process are the northern European Yule, and the Winter Solstice celebration found in many older as well as recent pagan celebrations.
In Western countries, Christmas has become the most economically significant holiday of the year. It is largely characterized by gifts being exchanged between friends and family members, and the appearance of Santa Claus. Various local and regional Christmas traditions are still practised, despite the widespread influence of American and British Christmas motifs disseminated by globalization, popular literature, television, and other media.
The word Christmas is a contraction of Christ's Mass, derived from the Old English Crisles moesse. It is often abbreviated Xmas, probably because X resembles the Greek letter X (chi) which has often historically been used as an abbreviation for Christ 
.
Christmas in Australia

Christmas in Australia is often very hot. Whereas the northern hemisphere is in the middle of winter, Australians are baking in summer heat. It is not unusual to have Christmas Day well into the mid 30 degrees Celsius, or near 100 degrees Fahrenheit.

A traditional meal includes a turkey dinner, with ham, and pork. A flaming Christmas plum pudding is added for dessert. In the Australian gold rushes, Christmas puddings often contained a gold nugget. Today a small favor is baked inside. Whoever finds this knows s/he will enjoy good luck. Another treat is Mince Pies.

Some Australians and particularly tourists often have their Christmas dinner at midday on a local beach, Bondi Beach in Sydney's Eastern Suburbs attracts thousands of people on Christmas Day. Other families enjoy their day by having a picnic. If they are at home, the day is punctuated by swimming in a pool, playing Cricket out the backyard, and other outdoor activities.
The warm weather allows Australians to enjoy a tradition which commenced in 1937. Carols by Candlelight is held every year on Christmas Eve, where tens of thousands of people gather in the city of Melbourne to sing their favorite Christmas songs. The evening is lit by as many candles singing under a clean cut night sky. The sky with its Southern Cross stars is like a mirror. Sydney and the other capital cities also enjoy Carols in the weeks leading up to Christmas.
Australians surround themselves with Christmas Bush, a native plant which has little red flowered leaves.

Christmas shopping is often done in shorts and t-shirts. At many beaches Santa Claus arrives on a surfboard, or even on a surf lifesaving boat.

Australia's worst Christmas was in 1974, when Cyclone Tracy devastated Darwin in the Northern Territory. More than 60 people were killed.
Christmas poems, puzzles and texts.
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The Night Before Christmas
Clement С Moore

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all

through the house, Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, While visions of sugar plums danced through their

heads; And Mama in her 'kerchief and I in my cap, Had just settled down for a long winter's nap.

M.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter; Away to the window I flew like a flash, Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow Gave the lustre of midday to objects below; When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer.

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,

I knew in a moment it must be Saint Nick


More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name.

"Now, Dasher! Now Dancer! Now Prancer! And

Vizen! On, Comet! On, Cupid! On, Donder! And Blitzen! To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall! Now, dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!"

As dry leaves before the wild hurricane fly,

When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky.

So up to the house-top the coursers they flew, With a sleigh full of toys—and St. Nicholas too!

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof, The prancing and pawing of each little hoof. As I drew in my head, and was turning around, Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound:

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot. And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot! A bundle of toys he had flung on his back, And he looked like a pedlar just opening his pack

His eyes—how they twinkled! His dimples, how merry! His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry! His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow.

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.


He had a broad little face, and a little round belly, That shook when he laughed, like a bowl full of jelly.

„He was chubby-and plump.-a-right jolly old elf And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself. A wink of his eye, and a twist of his head, Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, And filled all the stockings—then turned with a jerk. And laying his finger alongside his nose, And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, And away they all flew, like down off a thistle. But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight, "Happy Christmas to all! and to all a good night!"

Frosty the Snowman
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.,     Frosty the Snowman
                                                   Was a jolly happy soul. 
With a corncob pipe and a button nose

And two eyes made out of coal.
Frosty the snowman is a –fairy tale- they say. He was made of snow but the children know How he came to life one day.

There must have been some magic in That old silk    hat they found. For when they placed it on his head He began to dance around.
Oh, Frosty the snowman was alive as he could be, And the children said he could laugh and play Just the same as you and me.

Frosty clumsy  as he can be, See him loafing along. Off he goes on an icicle    spree With a happy song.

Oh, Frosty the snowman knew the sun was hot that day. So he said let's run and we'll have some fun now Before I    me it   away.


Down to the village with a broomstick
in his hand. Running here and there all around
the  square  Sayin' catch me if you can.
He led them down the streets of town. Right to the traffic cop. And he only paused a moment when He heard him holler "Stop !"

Urn, Frosty the snowman had to hurry
on his way. But he waved goodbye saying "Don't you cry. I'll be back again someday.
Thumpiddy, thump, thump, Thumpiddy, thump, thump, Look at Frosty go.

Thumpiddy, thump, thump, Thumpiddy, thump, thump, Over the hills and snow.
SANTA CLAUS IS COMIN' TO TOWN
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You better watch out,
You better not cry,
Here's a man who's gonna tell you why.
I just got back from a lovely trip Along the Milky Way. I stopped off at the North Pole To spend a holiday.

I called on dear old Santa Claus To see what I could see. He took me in his  work shop And told his plans to me.
So you better watch out,
Better not cry,
Better not   pout,
I'm tellin' you why.
Santa Claus is comin' to town.
He's makin' a list
And checkin' it twice;
±-
Gonna find out who's  naughty and nice.
Santa Claus is comin' to town.
He sees you when you're sleepin'; He knows when you're awake. He knows if you've been bad or good, So be good for goodness    sake.

Oh, you better watch out,
Better not cry,
Better not    pout  ,

I'm tellin' you why,
Santa Claus is comin' to town.



With little tin horns
And little toy drums,
Rooty- toot" toots
And rummy-turn turns.
Santa Claus is comin' to town"
And curcly haired dolls

That cuddle and coo,
Elephants, boats and kiddy  cars, too;

Santa Claus, Santa Claus,
Santa Claus Is comin',
Comin' to town.
The kids in girl and boyland
Will have a jubilee.
They're gonna build a toyland   town

All around the Christmas tree.
So you better watch out.


You better not cry,-
You better not  ,pout I'm tellin' you why.
The big jolly   man in the
Bright red suit, p
,

With his sleigh all full of   loot Santa Claus is comin' to town.
THE TWEL VE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
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On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me, A partridge in a pear tree.
On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to me, Two turtle doves and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the third day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the fourth day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the fifth day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the sixth day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Six geese a laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a
partridge in a pear tree.
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Seven swans a swimming, six geese a laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two
turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Eight maids a milking, seven swans a swimming, six geese a laying, five golden rings, four calling birds,
three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Nine pipers piping, eight maids a milking, seven swans a swimming, six geese a laying, five golden rings,
four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the tenth day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Ten ladies dancing, nine pipers piping, eight maids a milking, seven swans a swimming, six geese a
laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear
tree.
On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Eleven lords a leaping, ten ladies dancing, nine pipers piping, eight maids a milking, seven swans a swimming, six geese a laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me,
Twelve drummers drumming, eleven lords a leaping, ten ladies dancing, nine pipers piping, eight maids a milking, seven swans a swimming, six geese a laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
Christmas   Tongue  Twisters
«■Г
Can you say these three times... fast?
«Seven Santas sang silly songs.
«Santa's sleigh slides on slick snow.
«Bobby brings bright bells.
«Running reindeer romp 'round red wreaths.
«Tiny Timmy trims the tall tree with tinsel.

«Chilly chipper children cheerfully chant
Christmas Tree Maze

Help the star find its way to the top of the tree!
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Christmas Word Search*
	Can you find the 16 Christmas words hidden in The same letter can be used in more than one
	the word search? word.
	You car
	go across, diagonally, left to right
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Christmas is for Love

Christmas is for love. It is for joy, for giving and sharing, for laughter, for reuniting with family and friends, for tinsel and brightly decorated packages. But mostly, Christmas is for love. I had not believed this until a small elf-like pupil with wide, innocent eyes and soft, rosy cheeks gave me a wondrous gift one Christmas.

Mark was an 11-year-old orphan who lived with his aunt, a bitter middle-aged woman greatly annoyed with the burden of caring for her dead sister's son. She never failed to remind young Mark that if it hadn't been for her generosity, he would be a vagrant, homeless waif. Still, despite all the scolding and chilliness he experienced at home, he was a sweet and gentle child
I had not noticed Mark much until he began staying after class each day (at the risk of arousing his aunt's anger, I later discovered) to help me straighten up the classroom. We did this quietly and comfortably, not speaking much, but enjoying the solitude of that hour of the day. When we did talk, Mark spoke mostly of his mother. Though he was quite small when she died, he remembered her as a kind, gentle, loving woman who always spent much time with him.
As Christmas grew nearer, Mark failed to stay after school each day. I looked forward to his coming, and when the days passed and he continued to scamper hurriedly from the room after class, I stopped him one afternoon and inquired why he no longer helped me in the room. I told him I had missed him, and his large blue eyes lit up eagerly as he replied, "Did you really miss me?”
I explained how he had been my best helper. "I was making you a surprise," he whispered


confidentially.  "It's for Christmas."  With that, he became embarrassed and dashed from the room. He didn't stay after school any more after that.

Finally, came the last school day before Christmas. Mark crept slowly into the room late that afternoon with his hands concealing something behind his back. "I have your present," he said timidly when I looked up. "I hope you like it." He held out his hands and there lying in his small palms was a tiny wooden box.

"Ifs beautiful, Mark. Is there something in it? I asked, opening the top to look inside.
"Oh, you can't see what's in it," he replied, "and you can't touch it or taste it or feel it, but mother always said it makes you feel good all the time, warm or cold nights, and safe when you're alone."
Christmas cards
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Merry           Christmas
                                      




Merry                       Christmas





We   wish  you   a   Merry   Christmas



       Boxing                           Day




   Christmas                        food



            Christ’s                    birth



A house decorated for Christmas in Yate, England
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 Christmas           tree
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