How to Survive?
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I sometimes think how it can be that people are able to survive nowadays in spite of a lot of cruelty, violence, unfairness. 

Our life is so changeable and unpredictable and we don’t know what will happen with us tomorrow. The history of our world includes a lot of wars. Fallen people suffered from cruelty of governments, murder and violence. Sometimes I think about it and it makes me be afraid of this terrible world. While much has gone, however the psychological wounds will never go away. 

Moreover in spite of protests of officials and ordinary people neo-Nazis are growing active all over the world. The rising influence of them can’t help concerning me.

 From the other hand, teenagers join different subcultures because they want to try out all sort of options, express themselves, and develop their own style distinct from others. They can’t live without showing off and rebelling against the society. But the fact of choosing a subculture is not bad in itself. There’s just one thing I find difficult to accept – why to be violent, look like gangs, destroy monuments, disturb people to have a rest? But the opinion that some subcultures are not that bad as they are thought to be sounds just all right. As far as I know some punks became the main editors of famous newspapers and Bill Clinton who was a hippie became the forty-second president of such a great country like the USA. But from my point of view joining a subculture isn’t a way to solve all our problems.  

And more than that there is Bush’s ‘new strategy’ towards Iraq which is connected with his intention to dispatch an additional 22,000 troops to this war-torn country. Again more Chaos, a civil war with thousands of casualties, more terror attacks! It’s endless.

How can human beings live in harmony with one another and with life on Earth? I think human beings will live in harmony with one another if they are friendly. Take time to be friendly…It’s the source of happiness.
Therefore, we have close and remarkable friends. They are books. Unfortunately, I have to say that nowadays young generation doesn’t spend much time reading books. Television, computers, magazines force our friends and many children to become rude and lazy. That’s why our task is to revive old traditions of reading.
Once our English teacher asked us what we could do to change the world to the best. It wasn’t easy to answer. But having come across the fairy-tales of such fascinating authors like Oscar Wilde and Andrei Platonov I thought that it was not so difficult to be able to get along with people, be happy…You should just be polite, hardworking, careful, helpful, loyal and supportive. Despite of the fact that these two persons lived in different times, had different fates (Oscar  Wilde  lived in the nineteenth century, Andrei Platonov – at the beginning of the twentieth century), they  loved the world and appealed to happiness, love, respect.

For example in the fairy-tale The Nightingale and the Rose the scottish author portrays hopeless love. Though the fairy-tale is sad and the nightingale paid with his life to help the student, it’s so great that there is somebody or something that can support you in difficult situations.


In 1950 Andrei Platonov was very ill and at the end of his life he wrote a fascinating fairy-tale The Unknown Flower. It’s like a testament. I can’t help admiring the wish of the flower to survive under terrible circumstances, his resistance. The tale is full of hope, melancholy, belief in justice. The flower can arouse sympathy and at the same time gives the hope that there are no things in the world that couldn’t be overcome.

So, I consider that we can’t live without books. I am sure that books are an essential part of our life. I think the postulate “reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body” sounds just all right. More than that books teach us to be kind and honest. While reading we learn how to solve our problems, join in society and make people happy. In conclusion I have to say that books must be friends during our whole life.
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