Cultivating tolerance and common cohesion
The purpose of work: to show the essential meaning of admitting other people’s opinions on different problems, humane relationships between people, despite of their nationalities.

     I have chosen this theme taking into consideration the increasing problem of misunderstanding between ethnic groups of people.

In my childhood my favourite game was to look at the globe, screwing up my eyes, and this sphere, representing our planet, seemed to be covered with many-coloured spots, each of them was the separate country. Those spots are different in size and form: some of them – plane and big, others lied side by side, hardly sliding down in the ocean, with scarred boarders.

Having become older I have realized that all these spots, taking together, is a one-piece community of countries and people in our planet.

Some countries get along well, respecting interests of each other. The others are in constant quarrels and claims. This aggression like big waves of danger run foal, becoming stronger, increasing in violence and filling the world. And in this world nobody is safe.

Nowadays, through technical and scientific achievements in creating different kinds of terrific weapons, our planet seems to be a small one. So, we – people have no choice. To live and survive we have to think constantly about how to prevent, to put out the aggression, to decrease the origins of danger.

As we know, in a multinational and polycultural society people create not only material world, but the world of mutual understanding, that includes the system of social life behaviour, regulated by traditions, customs of some certain national and cultural communities.

The representatives of different countries, every separate group, urban and rural citizens – all of them live in their own world of some certain rules and standards, customs and traditions, represented in language, behaviour, religion.

The differences in culture and people cause conflicts and misunderstandings. Lately, intolerance, disclaiming and hostility became one of the global problem of the modern world.

Sudden changes in the economics and politics in Russia and in CIS greatly complicated the ethnic conflicts.

The symptoms and signs of intolerance surround us every day: even the traveling by city transport turns out to be a survival test, and not because of transport, but because of people’s aggression. Occasionally we, ourselves, are aggressive too. “Pop-music is a cheap shit!”, “You, fat, give me to crab!”, “And you, ass-hole, shut up!” and the anecdotes about the Chukchi amuse everybody. 

Mean, humiliating words towards people of another nationality, culture and religion, disabled people are often heard.

And our parents, loving us so much, don’t always respect our opinions and aren’t always ready to listen to us up to the end. “You don’t need it!”, “Don’t listen to this music!”, “Don’t put on these clothes!” Very often alternative variants are not considered. If close and loving people don’t understand each other and don’t take each other as they are how to achieve it in the whole world. But it’s a must! We must do it to survive. 

The world society leads an active work of forming and cultivating tolerance. Under the initiative of UNESCO the UNO declared the year 1995 – the International year of tolerance. November, 16, the same year in Paris 185 states-the members of UNESCO accepted the Declaration of principles of tolerance. According to the Declaration the word “tolerance” means not only moral duty, but also a political and legal demand to some people, groups of people and states.

Tolerance leads from the culture of war to the culture of peace. Tolerance is the ability of the state to listen to, to respect the opinion of other states, even different from its own.

But it is said not only about states but about people, because each state is a community of people.

First of all, people should show tolerance, respect, acceptance and correct understanding of rich variety of cultures in our world. The person is free to adhere to the belief and should recognize the same right behind others. People on the nature differ on appearance, position, speech, behavior and values and have the right to live in the world and to keep the individuality. Each person should understand and accept it for itself as the law.

But the sad truth is – not centuries later when people began to think about the problems of tolerance, not after taking the declaration, which was going to be the law for people big changes haven’t happened yet. Does it mean that the total understanding is impossible?

The list of intolerance, humility examples are endless, but the examples of admitting and tolerance don’t come into the head at once. No doubt, they exist, but they are not so frequent, both in history and in a daily life. But don’t lose courage; we should solve the problem of tolerance in another way. On my deep belief, we should start to do it from school.

At all the times school has been not only the place of teaching and training but also has carried out the major problem of preparing of generation to the independent life in a society.
     This task has been solved upon historical, social and other conditions, but the educational systems, which created a model of a real society within a school, are more successful.

Our school is a real example of international community and thanks to a proper, well-grounded upbringing, educational work of forming and cultivating tolerance and respect to each other, the representatives of different nationalities (Komis, Nenets, Russians, Ukrainians, Tatars, Chechens, Byelorussians) feel comfortable in this community.

From elementary school different psychological games, trainings are held; in secondary school we have disputes and discussions «My rights», «Teenagers and aggression», « Ethnic conflicts».

I remember one game: all except one volunteer hold hands and make a circle. The volunteer should get into the circle. Game ends when he is in the circle or if he surrenders.

The aims of this game-to make each participant feel the emotions of insiders and outsiders.

Many questions for discussions arise: what a volunteer feels, what participants feel, if we have the same situation in the society. Having analyzed the situation in the game, one can draw a conclusion that, actually groups in minority are outsiders. So-what should we do to let people of different ethnic groups, living in our country be equal in rights.

Also, disputes with parents, sociological interrogations are carried out to show the pupils` opinion to the nationalism and xenophobia in the society.

Forming of tolerance takes place not only during class hours and out-curriculum activities; every teacher speaks about it at every lesson, uniting children to reading necessary books and watching necessary films.

Certainly not everything is perfect, but a pleasing fact is, that the Ministry of Education and sciences of the R.F has accepted the state programme « Formations of installations of tolerant consciousness and preventive maintence of extremism in the Russian society»
Also in 2000 the Government of Russia approved the National doctrine of education in the RF. Among the basic purposes and tasks of education it is necessary to pay attention to the following:
-education of patriots of Russia, the citizens of the legal, democratic state capable to socialization in conditions of a civil society, respecting rights and the personal freedoms, having high morals both showing national and religious tolerance, the valid attitude to languages, traditions and culture of other people;

- formation of culture of language and interpersonal relations;

- formation of complete outlook and modern scientific outlook, development of culture of interethnic relations.

 The considerable role is played also with the priority national project                   «Education». In 2006 for the first time in the Nenets Autonomous Okrug the results of realization of this project on a direction « Support and development of the best samples of domestic education” are brought and the best are chosen among talented youth on reception of grants of the President of the Russian Federation, that, certainly, is stimulus for guys to display better qualities, including tolerance. Not without reason our school became the winner of this project and 15 best pupils are brought in the encyclopedia “Gifted children – the future of Russia”.

Exupery is right, saying “We are a team of one ship…” Though it is not numerous, let’s hope that it is not quantitative, but the qualitative contribution to the development and distribution of the tolerant attitude to each other, today’s children – tomorrow’s adults, and maybe about them the bible prophecy speaks:

Also there will be a branch from trunk of Iessey,

And the branch from roots of it will grow,

And lies on it the spirit of the God,

Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

Spirit of advice and courage,

Spirit of knowledge…

Again, screwing up my eyes, I look at the globe. Cheerful multi-colored spots! As I would like to believe, that they will live in trust. “People would not stop living together, even it they dispatched in the different sides”, - wrote Kozma Prutkov. The wisdom is – people should live together. Let’s make this life easier and happier for all!

