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HOW TO TREAT THE EARTH

People have always affected nature. But during the last two centuries due to the development of industry human has transformed the environment radically. Satellite observations of the Earth have revealed that 60% of land surface is damaged by industrial, agricultural and other human activities.

The world has over 9 million square km of forests. But they are disappearing fast. Every year over 1000,000 sq. km of forests is so badly damaged that it is very hard for it to recover. At this rate, by the time we are as old as our grandparents are now, all the forests on earth could be destroyed. In fact, the rate of destruction is increasing, so in only just over thirty years there will be very little forest left in most areas.
Developing of industries often means the destruction of the natural habitat of rare plants and animals. They are also responsible for causing acid rains which affect nature.
The world is also experiencing a permanent decline in water quality and water availability. In a lot of places water supplies are poisoned with toxic chemicals and nitrates. Waterborne diseases kill 10 million people a year.
Litter is also a problem. People don’t always put their garbage in the garbage can. It’s easier to drop a paper than to find a garbage can for it. But litter is ugly. It makes the city look dirty, and it spoils the view. Litter is a health problem, too. Food and garbage bring animals, which sometimes carry disease.
There is another health problem – pollution. Pollution is hanging like a brown cloud over big cities. Dirt and smoke are pouring from cars and factories. Pollution spoils the air we breath, and it’s harming our health.
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Our planet’s climate is changing the world and the world is getting hotter. The heat is melting the ice in the North and South Poles. As the melting ice turns into water, sea levels rise and many places on Earth may be buried under the sea. Natural disasters, disease, famine can be by-products of the changing climate.
The Earth’s health is at risk which means our own habitats, well-being and our lives may be at risk. We must work together to stop climate change.

Climate change is caused by human activities. We burn fossil fuels to heat our homes, run our cars, produce electricity and manufacture all sorts of products. The burning of fossil fuels releases harmful greenhouse gases to the atmosphere causing climate to change.
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FROM THE RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES
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Can we preserve the life? Can we preserve the quality of life necessary for future generations? When we are sick we try to take care of ourselves. There is nobody but us, humans, to take care of the Earth that is sick because of our actions. Can we do something? – Yes, we can. And we are the only life form that is able to destroy our life support system. But we are sensible beings and we can maintain life on Earth for the many generations to come.

What you can do? The children of the world are the makers of tomorrow's future. We should start with ourselves.  We should behave in an environmentally responsible way. We should learn more about our planet, share our ideas and initiatives with our friends, teachers, and family.

As young, caring citizens of this planet, we must commit ourselves to restoring and preserving our world, and to rebuilding our dreams of tomorrow – pure waters, vast wildlands, clean air and cities free from poverty. We must embrace these ten commitments:
1. Natural resource utilisation: We must display wisdom and creativity in preserving resources for future generations. 

2. Biodiversity: We will protect the web of life – its diversity and habitats – and support the preservation of all life on Earth.

3. Atmosphere: We will protect it. It is the skin of our planet!

4. Water: Water is the nurturer of all terrestrial and aquatic life. We will clean it, protect it and ensure free and fair access for all. 

5. Energy: We will end wastage of it, conserve it better and seek alternative sources of energy.

6. Waste: Waste is a poison in the heart of the global ecosystem. We will reduce, reuse and recycle our waste.

7. Sustainable living: We will live in harmony with our ecosystems.

8. Cooperation and education: We will build a global community based on fair trade and free transfer of technology.

9. Human rights: We will not be intimidated by our apparent lack of power. Together we will act for change. It is our human right.
10. ACTION! Above all, we must commit ourselves to action. For the fate of the Earth lies not in government hands but in ours.
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This Native American proverb tells us what we need to know now to help our planet. This planet does not belong to us, we are just here for a pit stop on our journey. It belongs to our children's children and their children....etc. They should be able to experience seeing a Rainforest, the Great Coral Reef and the beauty of this world and its creatures just as we have. 
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"I know her... Mother Earth, she breathes in the forests, she flows through the rivers and crashes on the shore with the sea. I feel her arms around me, nurturing me and all she asks of me in return is to love her, care for her, nurture her." - from Pachamama (Pachamama means "Mother Earth" in the old Inca language of South America).
