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The aim of the work was to show the most important moments in the process of development of such a music style as rap.


The following tasks have been fulfilled: 


1) To analyze the preconditions and isolation of the style;  



   

                 2) To characterize the main streams in rap;
                 3) To give information about the famous rap singers.

Music reflects the philosophy of any century brightly and any listener understands it.

A base for a peculiar philosophy at the end of the XX-th century was the changed world. These ideas have become fundamental for the rap style which appeared in the USA and spread over the world.

Nowadays this theme is an actual one, because modern teenager’s culture in our country is developing within the frame of the world postmodern culture.

The fact that mass culture overwhelms the arts and at the same time it eliminates itself makes the people of arts search for some new forms and genres to present their works. 

The swiftness, with which ideas and the world outlook are spreading, has penetrated into culture and has given the birth of the swift changes within its different forms.  
The fact that a lot of phenomena of literature, art, cinema and music co-exist in modern culture gives it a high speed, variety, non-conformity, originality.

If you want to belong to this or that style, for example to rap, it’s not enough to put on the ear-phones, switch on rap and show your friends that you are listening to rap music.

First of all, you should study English more to understand the ideas and to realize the values of rap singers. Then you can decide for yourself if you want to be a member of the rap subculture or not.


Music may be different. It can influence people and people can influence it. We can follow the development of the rap music to see this influence clearly.

Rap style is a form of hip-hop. The lyrics are pronounced in the rhythm and are accompanied by musical instruments. Rap style appeared in the USA. The audience heard the first rap songs at the end of the XX-th century when the first rap records were made in the 70-s. It came from the underground music of New-York and it is called “The Old School”.

In comparison with “The New School” this music has more simple rhythm and intonation.

In comparison with hip-hop stream there were more women-singers but they were not as popular as men-singers.


It considered that the late 70-s was the best time for rap: there were a lot of friends` parties where people discussed political problems and social questions openly. The theme of the songs was “the life of an ordinary person”. 

At the beginning of 90-s two main streams appeared in rap music. They were “West Coast” and “East Coast”. From that moment all rap musicians, singers; fans have divided into two coalitions:  “The war of coasts” began.   

Not many people knew about the war and if they had some information it was rumors.

Los Angeles, California was the centre of “West Coast”. The head of it was Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg. They are very famous now but that time they were not popular among rap fans.

The centre of “East Coast” was New-York and there such “rap stars” as Jay-Z, Wu-Tang Clan headed the coalition.

The end of the XXth century turned to be very hard for the USA population: teen’s violence, street gangs, drugs. Even a ten-year old boy could sell a drug and buy a gun. The streets were covered with the enormous graffiti pictures with the help of which the supporters or opponents of a grouping expressed their views.


This horror influenced the development of teen’s culture and as a result of it a new style in rap music sprung up – “gangsta”.

The songs in “gangsta” style told about crimes and they became popular. They were devoted to a city, a state or a place. A brilliant example of such songs is “California Love”.  The song was “a bomb” in rap circles; it captured “West Coast”.

In 1996 in Las Vegas a legendary rap singer 2pac and later B.I.G was shot.

After these crimes many people changed their minds and killing and fighting became less.

New songs were written with such words as:”How many brothers fell victim to the streets, 
Rest in peace young niggar there is a Heaven…”


Rap style came to our country at the beginning of 2000 but the Russian teens were not interested in it. At 2005 rap “found” its listeners and the teens became acquainted with the ideas and values of the style.


Unfortunately, some teens just dress in wide trousers and put on their ear-phones on to show off, they use foreign words from the rap songs but it is clear that they don’t understand them. 

The principal idea is that one should appreciate values and beliefs of this or that subculture.
Fashion and behavior is not the basic in subculture.
Eminem.

Real name: Marshall Bruce Mathers III.

Birth date: October 17, 1972.

Hometown: Detroit, Michigan.

School: Lincoln High school 1986-1089.

Music Influences: LL Cool J, Ice-T, NWA, Run DMC. 


Eminem is not an average rapper. He is phenomenal.

For Eminem, his potentially controversial and undoubtedly offensive songs will strike a chord with a multitude of hip-hop loyalists who believe they have little to lose and everything to gain. ”I am not alone in feeling the way I feel,” he says. Those words are more than just a slogan for Detroit resident.  Each tune from his first single is sure to paralyze meek listeners. Dr. Dre was so impressed after hearing Eminem free styling on a Los Angeles radio station that he put out a manhunt for the Michigan rhymer. Shortly thereafter, Dr. Dre signed Eminem to his Aftermath imprint and the two began working together. ”It was an honor to hear the words out of Dre`s mouth that he liked my songs,” said Eminem.

But like many other rappers, Eminems`s rise to stardom was far from easy. After being born in Kansas City and traveling back and forth between Kansas and Detroit metropolitan area, Eminem and his mother moved into the Eastside of Detroit when he was 12.Switching schools every two or three months made it difficult to make friends, graduate and to stay out of trouble.

Rap, however, became Eminem`s solace. Battling schoolmates in the lunchroom brought joy to what was otherwise a painful existence. Although he would later drop out of school and had part-time and full-time jobs, his musical focus remained constant.

Eminem released his debut album, Infinite, in 1996. “Infinite was me trying to figure out how I wanted my rap style to be, how I wanted to sound on the mic and present myself,” he recalls. “It was a growing stage. I felt like Infinite was like a demo that just got pressed up.”


After being thoroughly disappointed and hurt by the response Infinite received,

Eminem began working on what would later become the Slim Shady EP – a project he made for himself. The set quickly caught the ear of hip-hop difficult-to-please underground. “I had nothing to lose, but something to gain,” Eminem said. “If I made an album for me and it was to my satisfaction, then I succeeded. If I didn’t, then my producers were going to give up on the whole rap thing we were doing.”


At the Coalition`s1997 Rap Olympics in Los Angeles he won the second place in the freestyle competition. “I felt like it is my time to shine,” Eminem said. 
He soon recorded the underground classic “5 Star Generals”. This record helped established him in Japan, New York and Los Angeles.


“I do say things that I think will shock people,” he said. “But I don’t do things to shock people. I’m not trying to be the next 2pac, but I don’t know how long I’m going to be on this planet. So while I’m here, I might as well make the most of it.”
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