
My name is Stella. I’ m a student in the fourth form at school number 59. I am here at the conference for the first time.                                                                                             [image: image1.jpg]




I would say that one of the first words we have learned at our English lessons was ‘a cat’. The point is that I like cats from my childhood. I was
 very glad to start learning English at school. 

Therefore, if you ask me what my favourite things are I will answer English and cats. That is why I decided to make a project about cats in English and I called it ‘The United Kingdom of Cats’. 
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This Kingdom, of course, has its own state emblem and flag, and I would like to introduce them.
 The United Kingdom of Cats is situated on the Earth planet. You may say, cats live among the people, but it is also true, that people live among the Cats. 


A cat is a very independent animal. There are many kinds of cats in the world. They are: 
· Lions,
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Tigers,
· Pumas,                         
· Leopards,

· Jaguars,

· Cheetahs,

· Black panthers,

· Lynxes,

· And others.


I think that the theme of my project is very actual. The fact is there is a lot of information about the original evolution of cats. You can also learn how to keep and to feel cats. There are many encyclopaedias, science literature, sites in Internet about cats, but the aim is to find, to learn and to collect interesting information for my contemporaries. So, I’d like to represent you the following:
1. Briefly about the Cat Family.
2. [image: image6.jpg]


Rare kinds of cats.

3. The spotted cats
4. A cat as a pet.
5. Questionnaire from classmates. 
6. My cat. 
7. Cool facts about cats.
8. Cats’ images in English literature.
9. Some poems and stories about cats.

10.  English proverbs and sayings about cats.
11. Humor and jokes about cats.
1. Briefly about the Cat Family
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The Cat Family is the Predator from Predators. They have a lissom body, good eyes and keen ear, sharp, drawing in claws that make them ‘the absolute killing instrument’.

The Cat Family divides on four groups, but often all the cats divide on:
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the Big (wild) cats,
· the Small (domestic) cats.

The Cat Family populates nearly all the Earth planet, from the tundra to the tropics. There are no cats in Australia, in Antarctic Continent and on small ocean islands.
2. Rare kinds of cats
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The Amur Tiger is the largest living cat in the world, a real picture of power and majesty. It’ about a metre tall, 2.5 metres long and it weights 300 kilogramms. It grows its hair very thick and long, up to 5 centimetres. This keeps the animal warm during frosty Siberian winters. Many years ago, Amur tigers lived on territory from Lake Baikal to Northern China. Now only 200 – 400 animals live along the Amur River in the national parks of Russian Far East. 
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Only the Lion has a tail, ending as a brush. The Lion lives at the savanna. The Lion likes eating zebras and antelopes. We can mark, that the Lion is the King of the United Kigdom of Cats.

The Cheetah is the fastest animal in the world. It can develop a speed of 120 km per hour to catch his prey.The Cheetah lives with his family or alone.
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The Leopard is the most dangerous Cat in the world. It has a lissom body, a round head, a long tail and short, strong foot. The Leopard is the spotted cat. Sometimes the Leopard is black and is called the Black Panther. The wight one is called the Snow Leopard.

The Puma is a big cat. It lives in America, at forest or in mountains. It is 2 metres long and it weights 105 kilogramms. Puma’s colour is brown and yellow. It has a long tail, about 82 cm. [image: image12.jpg]



Then, I will tell you about British rare cats. They are large predatory cats said to be roaming the countryside of the British Isles. For many years, their existence has been debated and many scientists have dismissed them as fake. To this day they are thought of as an exotic part of British wildlife by some and as an urban legend by others. Those sighted are often claimed to be ‘panthers’, ‘pumas’, or ‘black cats’. 
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The Eurasian lynx was originally thought to have become extinct in Britain before the Romans arrived, but some bones in Scotland have been dated as from around AD 180. This means that small numbers hung on in remnants of the Caledonian Forest for longer than previously thought.

The wildcat became extinct in England and Wales in the 19th Century, but still exists in Scotland in relics of the Caledonian Forest. However, wild cats are unlikely to be confused with big cats in any case. It has been suggested that reported sightings of big cats could be due to feral hybrids of domestic cats and either wild cats or a small exotic cats such as jungle cats or caracals. The Kellas Cat of Scotland is an example of this. Also suggested are hybrids of escaped exotics such as cougars and leopards, which have been produced in captivity and are known as a pumapards.
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Black panthers are the melanistic form of leopards and jaguars. They are large black cats with long tails. They are the most commonly reported species of cat. 
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Lynxes were once native to Great Britain. They are relatively small compared to other large cats, brown and spotted in colour and have a very short tail. They have been reported from East Anglia, Kent, Wales and the Scottish Borders. Their diet includes Roe deer, rabbits, rodents and gamebirds. 


Cougars, also known as Pumas, are large, brown cats. They are very adaptable and could easily survive in Britain. They mainly come from the South West (Devon, Somerset and Cornwall), the West Midlands and Surrey. Their potential prey includes red deer, Roe deer, sheep, rabbits, gamebirds and rodents. 
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Caracals are lynx-sized cats. They originate in Africa, and are identified by their light brown coat and very pointed ears. They are very agile cats and can climb trees and jump high enough to snatch birds out of the air. They are capable of taking small deer, sheep and gamebirds.  


Jungle Cats are medium sized grey-brown cats with a short tail. They are only capable of taking rodents, rabbits and amphibians. Wild cats are native to Britain, and are still present in Scotland. They prey on rabbits, hares, rodents and birds. Kellas cats are stereotyped hybrids between wild and domestic cats that have been recorded in the Scottish Highlands. 

3. The Spotted Cats
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The leopard makes its home in the trees. It is an excellent climber. No other big cat can climb trees so well. You can find leopards in Southern Africa and in Southern Asia. Some leopards can be 2 metres long and weigh more than 90 kg.
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Leopards are very strong. They are seven times stronger than a man is. Leopards eat everything – from monkeys, antelopes and wild pigs to birds, rats and snakes. They hunt at night, but sometimes, when they are hugry, they hunt during the day, too.

After killing its victim, the leopard often takes it up into a tree. Here it can eat in peace – there are no hungry hyenas or jackals. Some leopards have black skin and fur. Snow leopards live in the mountains of Central Asia.
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The jaguar is the largest member of the cat family outside Asia and Africa. Although it is smaller than the tiger or the lion, it is a powerful cat, too. The Olmecs, the Maya and the Aztecs worshiped it as a god. The name jaguar means ‘the killer that takes its prey in a single bound’.

4. A cat as a pet
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The Cat became domestic animal after a dog, a horse and cow. The history of domestic cats began 6 000 years ago at the Ancient Egypt. The ancestor of Egyptian cats was wild Europian Cat.

The cats excellently did their job – caught mice, and people were thankful. Egyptian thought the cat was Bast Goddess. In Ancient Egypt people, who murdered cats, were punished as criminals. Died Egyptian cats were buried like people, often in small sarcophaguses.     

The Domestic Cats appeared in Europe about 2 000 years ago. During the Middle ages cats were persecuted. People of European countries thought the cats were witches and killed them.


Nevertheless, in England the cats were respected and protected from being murdered.


Nowdays, people love cats, and about 1.000.000.000 domestic cats live on Earth planet. So, we can also call them citizens of the United Kingdom of Cats.    

5. Questionnaire from classmates
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I asked my classmates some questions about their pets. And, there are 33 children in my class, but only 18 families have cats. Often family has a cat only for children. Potential food for cats includes meat, fish, eggs, bread, cheese, soup and Kitiket. Some cats like eating sweets and cake. Cats drink milk, water. Some cats even drink juice. One family has five pets. Four pets are cats. Some cats like swimming.
6. My cat
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I have a cat, too. Its name is Bernara. It is eleven. Bernara lives in a big flat, situated in the Michman Pavlov Street of Cheboksary.


Bernara is big and old cat but its personality is playful and funny. It likes jumping on the wardrobe and running in my room. My cat often plays with my little brother Kostya. Bernara likes eating fish, eggs, meat, sausages, cheese and Kitiket. It likes drinking milk and water.

Bernara has white, black and brown coat. Its eyes are green and yellow. Bernara is the most cunning cat in the Michman Pavlov Street. Bernara’s birthday is in May.

I love my cat very much!

7. Cool facts about cats
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 Pet cats come from the same family as lions, tigers, leopards, cheetahs and lynxes.

· The first cats came to us from ancient Egypt 6000 years ago.
· Ancient Egyptians believed that the goddess Bast was the mother of all cats. They also believed that cats were magic animals. The punishment for killing a cat in ancient Egypt was death. The goddess Bast had the head of a cat. Egyptians loved their cats so much that they could not live without them and died. Scientists often find mummies of cats in Egyptian pyramids. When their cats died, Egyptians shaved their brows – to show how sad they were.

· In the Middle Ages cats weren’t so lucky. People thought they were witches! Therefore, they killed them. There was a time when cats almost disappeared in Europe.

· The first cloned cat was born in 2002 in America.

· If you had a pet, you know, of course, that most cats hate water. But Turkish cats love swimming. Some of them even go fishing!

· Cats do not think that they are little people. They think that we are big cats.

·  The longest domestic cat in the world is a cat called Snowbie. He lives in Scotland. Snowbie is 103 centimetres long.
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 Cats can see very well in the dark – six times better than people can.

· Some people like to dress their cats. However, cats hate it. 
· Cats sleep 16 to 18 hours a day.

· The world’s first cafe for cats and their owners, of course, opened in New York in 2004. The name of the cafe is ‘Meow Cafe’ and it has a very strict rule: ‘No dogs!’ There are six kinds of cat food oh the menu. 

8. Cats’ image in English literature
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The favourite English animal is a cat. Its image meets in many legends, fairy-tales, stories and poems of English writers. In addition, this chapter is about the famous English literature Cats.

Alan A. Milne wrote a fairy-tale ‘Winnie-the-Pooh’. The book is about adventures of Winnie-the-Pooh, Piglet and their animal-friends. Among them, we can find Tiger. He is a big and nice. Tiger is not very clever, but funny and merry Cat.   
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Lewis Carol was the author of another Cat – the mysterious and smiling Cheshire Cat. He spoke with Alice, but appeared and disappeared very suddenly.
              I think the greatest cat poet is Rudyard Kipling. He created many cat characters, which differs a lot. For example, in ‘Jungle Book’ brave and strong panther Bagira and cowardly and greedy tiger Sher-Khan exist. Bagira helped Mougly, the tiger wanted to eat little man.
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 Another Kipling’s story tells us about African leopard, who has got his Spots. It is based on South Africa legengs.

The Painted Jaguar hunted for the hedgehog and the tortoise. But Jaguar was silly, didn’t listen to his clever Mother and couldn’t catch the hedgehog and the tortoise. At the end, they became the Armadilloes.

The most colourful and outstanding character is the Cat that Walked by Himself. It shoes us, that all the Cats are very independent animals.

Other Cat stories we will learn in the next chapter. 
9. Some poems and stories about cats

Pussy-cat

Pussy-cat, pussy-cat, 

Where have you been? [image: image28.jpg]





I have been to Mother, 


To see my dear brother.

Pussy-cat, pussy-cat,

What did you do there?



I frightened a little mouse



Under the chair.


The Cat and the Mouse


Little mouse, little mouse,


Where is your house?



Little cat, little cat, 



I have no flat,


I’ m a poor mouse,


I have no house.

Little mouse, little mouse,


Come into my house?



Little cat, little cat,


I cannot do that,


You want to catch me.


I’ m a cat in a hat,


In a hat I am.


I can catch a rat,


If it is not very fat,


Or a silly mouse


To take care of your house.

A play for children ‘The Lion and the Mouse’ tells us about a small, but brave Mouse, which helped big Lion to get out from the net. Before that, the Lion denied to eat this Mouse.
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A tale of India ‘The Hare That Ran Away’ is about clever Lion and silly Hare. One day the Hare heard a noise; - a heavy fruit fell down from a tree. However, the Hare was so nervous, frightened and cried that the Earth was falling in. All the animals were also frightened. Only the Lion said, it was friut, and stopped Hare’s crying.

There is a medieval Welsh poem ‘Pa Gwr’ in the Black Book of Carmarthen which mentions a Cath Palug ‘Palug’s cat’ or ‘clawing cat’, which roamed Anglesey until slain by Cei. In the Welsh Triads, it was the offspring of the monstrous sow Henwen. 

10. English proverbs and sayings about cats
All cats  are  grey  in  the  dark.  

A  cat  in  gloves  catches no mice. 
A cat may look at a king.
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The cat shuts its eyes when it steals the cream.

The cat would eat fish and would not wet her feet.

A kind word gives comfort even to a cat.

It’ s a bold mouse that nestles in the cat’ s ear.

The leopard can’ t change his spots.

A living dog is better than a dead lion.

Need will make one catch the mice.

Do not buy a cat in a sack.

The scaled cat fears cold water.

Curiosity killed the cat.

When the cat is away, the mice will play.
To let the cat out of the bag.

Cat has nine lifes.

To fight like Kilkenny cats.
A black cat crossing your path will bring you good luck.


Supernatural creatures

[image: image31.jpg]



Some people believe that the big cats are supernatural creatures or ghosts that haunt remote areas, or are in some way associated with the ‘Devil Dogs’ or Barghests, such as the Black Shuck of other areas of England. A similar belief is that they are ghosts of cats that lived in the area in the past. Other people take the similarity of big cat sightings to reports of supernatural events to be evidence for their nonexistence, and suggest that such sightings typify cultural mythologies. 
11. Humor and jokes about cats
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Big cats quiz:

1) Which is the largest cat? 
a) the lion

b) the leopard

c) the tiger

d) the puma


2) Which exotic cat has a mane?


a) the tiger


b) the lion


c) the leopard


d) the jaguar


3) Which cat is the fastest?


       
a) the cheetah



b) the tiger


c) the jaguar



d) the black panther

4) Which cat is known for its stripes?



a) the lynx



b) the puma



c) the jaguar



d) the tiger


5) Do tigers swim?




a) no



b) they are afraid of water



c) they don’ t like to get wet



d) yes, they love water


6) What is a baby lion called?




a) a kitten
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b) a cub



c) a king



d) a lioness


7) Lions live together. What is this group called?




a) a pride



b) a flock



c) a pack



d) a group


8) Which exotic cat makes the best pet?




a) the tiger



b) the lion



c) the lynx



d) none of the above


Use the code to read a famous English proverb:

A – Z            N – M


B – Y            O – L

             C – X             P – K
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D – W           Q – J


E – V             R – I


F – U             S – H 

G – T             T – G


H – S             U – F 

I – R              V – E


J – Q              W – D

K – P              X – C

L – O              Y – B


M – N             Z – A
GSV  OVLKZIW  XZMMLG  XSZMTV  RGH  HKLGH

Do this quiz and find out.

1. Do you talk to your cat?

2. Do you play with your cat every day?

3. Do you buy presents for your cat?

4. Is there a picture of your cat on the wall of your room?

5. Does your cat sleep on your bed?

6. If your cat sleeps on your head, do you like it?

7. Do you think it is OK if your cat licks your bowl with ice cream?

If you answered ‘YES’ 5 times, you are really crazy about your cat!

If there will be Cats Olympic Games the champions will be:


Both Puma and African leopard have seen to jump 5, 5 metres up into a tree.
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 A Cheetah reaches a top speed of 96-102 kilometres an hour. Its spine is very flexible and bends up and down, giving its legs a longer stride. Nevertheless, such fast sprints are tiring and cheetas quickly become very hot. After about 400 metres, they need a good rest.  

How to wash a cat


Thoroughly clean the toilet. Add some shampoo to the toilet water, and have both lids lifted. Get the cat and stroke it while you carry it towards the bathroom. In one smooth movement put the cat in the toilet and close both lids. You may need to stand on the lid so that it cannot escape. 


Warning! Do not get any part of your body too close to the edge!


Flush the toilet three or four times. Ask someone to open the door to the outside and stand behind the toilet as far as you can. Quickly lift both lids. The now-clean cat will rocket out of the toilet, and run outside where it will dry itself.
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 In this project, I was very glad to represent you the interesting state – the United Kingdom of Cats. Strong, brave, independent citizens inhabit the state. First, they are beautiful.

Preparing for the project, I learned much that was new for me: English proverbs and sayings about cats, their rare kinds. I read poems, stories and fairy-tales of English authors. I also liked cool facts about cats and Cats history. 

Therefore, I hope you enjoyed reading project information.   

Your’s sincerely, Stella.[image: image2.jpg]
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