The beginning of preparing for Christmas in England
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In England Christmas pudding and cakes are being prepared in 6 weeks before the feast, as they must be infused to become spicy and flavoured.

  Frankly speaking, nowadays English pudding oftener is bought at the shop than it is made by the English themselves for to cook it’s both more expensive and gives a lot of troubles which are enough before Christmas as it is.

  But the tradition of Christmas pudding is believed not to die out in England. Many people make sweets even if they usually do not prepare anything more and they give away these sweets to their friends. Christmas pudding has gone down in history and English culture. It even played the main roles in English books. For instance here it is what Mrs. Ross out of detective by A. Christie `` Theft of royal ruby`` tells about pudding:

 “Real Christmas pudding must be made in some weeks before Christmas and it must be left in coldness; the longer it is kept within reasonable limits, of course, the more delicious it is. 
I remember when I was a little girl and we went to the church every Sunday, so we wanted for a certain prayer, which was served as a signal to preparing of puddings. On Sunday the prayer was said and not later than next week my mother made Christmas pudding without fail. Everybody living in the house had to enter the kitchen to stir the pudding and to think of any wish. That is the long-standing tradition, sir, and I always follow it.”

  Christmas psalms, skating, garlands and other typical Christmas attributes accompany beginning of feast time in Great Britain traditionally. This year lighting ceremony of Christmas garlands in Regent-street, Old Street of London city celebrates its anniversary of 50 years.

  Historical royal places of London, remind about Christmas celebration in the past centuries. At the Tower of London Norman Christmas takes part from the 27 till the 31 of December that recreates atmosphere of 1098 year which is memorable; exactly there the king Henry 1 and his suite celebrated the feast after finishing of building of the fortress.

  At Hampton Court Palace Jacobean Christmas is celebrated from the 27 till the 1 of January; Jacob 1 and Ann Danish laid its traditions. The skating-ring getting up in best traditions of that time is opened also here.

  In Christmas Eve 12 showrooms at Geoffrey’s museum in an east part of London are festively decorated where some furniture and examples of interior of period since 1600 up to our days are exhibited. Visitors can find out what is the foundation of such traditions as kissing under mistle-toe and decorating of a fir-tree.
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For English children Christmas appears indistinctly in October yet, at this time they sit at the table and putting out their tonguage tips with effort write Christmas list for Father Christmas. Shop owners sell different thematic togs just from this moment.
  In generally this is a long-standing tradition. In UK there are traditions, rituals, distinctive marks, Kinks and other crazy ideas, connected to winters festivities more than in all the rest of Europe. It being (There being) both long-standing traditions and relatively new ones, but they are got firmly cemented in the midst of Britain mentality. Here is an example; from the end of the 19-century Advent calendars come to England from Germany. First they had religious “grown up” aim but soon children started using them. And now each year from the 1 of December whole juvenile Britain keeps counting to the Advent. And these Calendars can be wild: blinking, chocolate, waffle, of they can be even like heads of Martians.

  Majority of building are decorated only in two weeks before Christmas.     In Christmas Eve children go to bed right after they are read prayers and thrilling Christmas stories. But before this they are sure to leave a pie with meat topping and some milk for Father Christmas and a carrot for a certain Rudolf to receive presents. And in the morning at this unearthly hour children rush upstairs to the living rooms where everything what they were looking forward to, is under the fir-tree in their stockings.

  At about 13 o’clock relatives and friends come to see each other, they kiss, other embrace, exchange their presents, discuss some trifles with delight and at last take their seats at Christmas table.

  Shrimp-cocktails are served up as a starter, for the main course turkey is with black currants dressing and Christmas pudding is for dessert.

  At 15 o’clock Queen Elizabeth appeals to English people with holiday speech. Then the best and the funniest telecasts are showed in TV.

First of all X-mas is sure to do shopping for all people. For Christmas sales all the shops prepare before hand from about middle of October. These sales are the most substantial for the whole year. Shop windows are set with little angels, snowmen, deer broods and cohorts of Santa Claus. All the markets of London are very busy. The biggest of them is Petty-coat Lane market near by metro-station “Victoria”. This market is opened only on Sunday from 8 till 14 o’clock. The traffic is stopped at this time. At the market everything is cheaper than at any other shop. The most popular presents in December are Santa’s caps and eyeglasses with a big red nose and a little lamp inside it. Having bought this wonderful adornment everybody put it on immediately. It’s very funny to see a practical gentleman in a bowler and with a walking stick worn in clown’s spectacles with a nose, indeed.

The little market on Greenwich Island is much more interesting. It’s not so cheap, but all the things are unique. Here you can find hand-working embroidery from all over the world, antiquarian bonnets, feathers, lamps, tables and huge pink shells too. You can also discover handmade articles of the English themselves; they are models of ships placed in the bottles that [image: image5.png]


symbolize England as sovereign of seas. This museum in the open sky works only on Saturdays and Sundays.

  
On Christmas Eve streets of London become deserted. The tourists scurry about only in Soho and Piccadilly. The really English stay at home the whole feast, going out only to mass. The most solemn mass takes place at the Westminster Abbey; those who couldn’t force their way crowd outside…
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Christmas would never be Christmas without its many wonderful traditions. Here’s how a few of them began.
Gifts.   In Great Britain presents are ordered at Father Christmas. He was written detailed letter enumerating everything is wished and this letter is thrown into the fireplace. Smoke out of the chimney is thought to supply this list right its purpose. But of course to buy gifts one should go shopping. In the family circle the ceremony of gift distribution is run according to old-standing tradition, with a lot. And the custom of sending of postcards with Christmas topics is kept without fail. 
According to the Bible, the three Magi brought Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Early gifts were usually homemade.  Parents worked long and hard sewing rag dolls and carving wooden toys.  It is still common in Germany to make a gift for the person you love best. 
Santa Claus. The story of Santa Claus began with a kindly bishop named Saint Nicholas. He lived in the fourth century near Turkey, and he often passed out gifts to children and poor people in secret.
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Dutch seaman carried tales of this good saint and of his great generosity back to Holland. The legend grew as people pictured Saint Nicholas in bishop’s robes riding on a white horse. They said that he rewarded children who learned their prayers and behaved themselves. On the feast of Saint Nicholas, December 6, Dutch children would receive presents. When Dutch settlers came to America, they brought with them their tales of the man they called “Sinter Klaas.” The English settlers changed his name to Santa Claus.
In 1822, Clement C. Moore wrote a Christmas poem for his children. It introduced the Santa Claus with eight reindeer that we know today. In 1862, the well-known cartoonist Thomas Nast was the first to draw Santa in a fuzzy fur-trimmed suit. Through the years, Santa Claus has become fatter and jollier. In 1930, a red-nosed reindeer named Rudolph became part of the Santa Claus story.
 
[image: image7.wmf]Christmas trees Evergreen trees have been a part of European winter celebrations for many centuries. The trees, sometimes decorated with candles, were thought of as symbols of everlasting life. The custom of decorating trees for Christmas began in Germany. An eighth century monk named Saint Boniface wanted people to stop worshipping their sacred oak, so he suggested that they decorate a fir tree in honor of the Christ Child. By the 1500s, Christmas tree was very popular in Germany, and the idea was spreading to        other parts of Europe. Each country developed its own way to decorate the Christmas tree.
German settlers brought the idea of the Christmas tree to America. In the early days of this country’s history, the decorations were simple: popcorn and cranberries strung and draped over paper ornaments, chains, and stars, and wax candles in simple tin holders.
In 1895, a telephone operator named Ralph Morris came up with the truly bright idea of stringing the first set of electric Christmas tree lights.
 
Christmas Cards Early in the 1800-s, English schoolboys would send  “Christmas Pieces” to their parents, trying to show them their best writing skills.  But only in 1840, the first real Christmas cards appeared in England.  Often, they were hand-colored. Frequently, people would compete in contests for the best card design. In one contest, the top prize was $10,000 - a great deal of money now and a fortune back to the nineteenth century! By 1870, many people in England were sending Christmas cards, and the idea soon caught on in America.  Louis Prang, a German immigrant to the United States, began printing colored cards in his Massachusetts factory in 1875.  Today, Americans send millions of cards to each other every Christmas.
 
Carols Music has always been an important part of Christmas. The Bible tells of the Angeles’ song over Bethlehem on the first Christmas night. By the fifth century, Christians were writing Christmas hymns in Latin.  During the Middle Ages, troupes of costumed actors traveled from village to village, presenting a Christmas story in songs. Singing and traveling gradually blended into the custom of caroling.
[image: image8.wmf]The true Christmas carol has its roots with Saint Francis of Assisi in Italy. From Italy, carols spread to France, to Germany, to England and to the rest of Europe. Some of the earliest Christmas carols were folk songs passed down from parents to children. Many of the songs were lullabies about the Baby Jesus. 
Christmas pudding. Nowadays English pudding oftener is bought at the shop than it is made by the English themselves for to cook it’s both more expensive and gives a lot of troubles which are enough before Christmas as it is.

  But the tradition of Christmas pudding is believed not to die out in England. Many people make sweets even if they usually do not prepare anything more and they give away these sweets to their friends. Christmas pudding has gone down in history and English culture. It even played the main roles in English books. For instance here it is what Mrs. Ross out of detective by A. Christie `` Theft of royal ruby`` tells about pudding:

 “Real Christmas pudding must be made in some weeks before Christmas and it must be left in coldness; the longer it is kept within reasonable limits, of course, the more delicious it is. I remember when I was a little girl and we went to the church every Sunday, so we wanted for a certain prayer, which was served as a signal to preparing of puddings. On Sunday the prayer was said and not later than next week my mother made Christmas pudding without fail. Everybody living in the house had to enter the kitchen to stir the pudding and to think of any wish. That is the long-standing tradition, sir, and I always follow it.”

 
 
 
CHRISTMAS IN EUROPE

 
  Some of very interesting European customs go back centuries. 
 
Advent preparation. Many Europeans observe Advent, the four weeks before Christmas. In Germany and neighboring countries, children count the days until Christmas on an Advent Calendar. This kind of calendar has a picture of a village with tiny houses filled with doors and windows that actually open! Behind each door or window there is a Christmas scene or symbol. Each day a child opens a door or window of the Advent Calendar.
 
Gift giving. Christmas has always been a time for giving gifts, especially gifts for children. Each country in Europe has its own special person who delivers the Christmas surprises.
In many European countries, Saint Nicholas knocks on the door carrying a sack full of cookies and fruit. In Holland, Saint Nicholas comes by boat on the 6th of December. After he lands, he mounts a white horse to ride through the streets. Belgian children believe that Saint Nicholas comes with a helper who slides down the chimney to leave toys and gifts in the shoes children leave by the fireplace. In Switzerland, a girl dressed in white represents the Christ Child. She rides in a sleigh pulled by six reindeer. She goes from house to house, passing out gifts. 
Saint Nicholas, or Santa Claus, has many names in Europe: Per Noel in France, Jultomten  in Sweden, Father Christmas in England. Italian children wear a blindfold so they will not see the Christ Child deliver their gifts.
 
Christmas trees. This custom began in Germany. In Germany, Austria, Poland, and England, parents often decorate the tree behind tightly shut doors. The children are not allowed to see the tree until Christmas Eve. Only on Christmas Eve the parents throw open the doors and the children go rushing in to see the shining tree.
 

[image: image9.wmf]Christmas feasts. Christmas dinner is important everywhere in Europe, but each country has its own traditions. People in Denmark and Sweden hide an almond in the Christmas pudding. The lucky person who finds the almond wins a prize. Young Swedes go from door to door asking for treats. This Swedish Christmas custom, very similar to Halloween trick-or-treating, dates back to Viking times.  People in Serbia cover their dining table with straw. The Czechs leave one seat empty at the Christmas feast table for the Christ Child.
 
Christmas sharing. Christmas is the time to remember others, and many European countries have special sharing customs. The Irish place a candle in the window, inviting all travelers to share the warmth within the house. 
One old European tradition says that farm animals gain unusual powers at midnight on Christmas Eve. Based on the belief that farm animals were in the stable when Christ was born, the tradition has it that the animals kneel at midnight in His honor. And in many parts of Europe, people believe that animals gain the power to talk at the stroke of midnight on Christmas Eve.
Austrian villagers decorate a tree with breadcrumbs to feed wild birds. Scandinavian children treat the birds by trimming a pole with sheaves (bundles) of wheat.
And what Christmas traditions are observed in your country?                                                                                          
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WHY I LIKE CHRISTMAS
Christmas is the holiday of my soul.  It is cold outside, and the sky is gloomy, but the flowers burst into bloom deep in my heart. Christmas is the victory of good over evil. All sins disappear on this day like rats, hiding in the deepest holes. They can’t bare that light, that love which is given to us on the day of Christmas.
[image: image10.wmf]People go home loaded down with toys and Christmas presents, which will be hidden under the Christmas tree or in the knitted stockings.
The tables are set. Christmas goose, potatoes, salads, cakes... There is a delicious smell in every house! People sit down at the tables, and grace is said. Candles flare up on the Christmas tree, and people wish happiness to each other. 
Christmas is the time to forget all the offenses you had to bear, and to forgive everyone who hurt you and was unfair to you, who was not kind to you. To forgive and to forget... It is not very easy. But you should try. Just do it. That’s what Christ did. He died on the cross to save us. He forgave our sins. Why shouldn’t we try to forgive? But if you say, “I can forgive, but I cannot forget,” it is only another way of saying, “I will not forgive.” To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover the prisoner was you. Every person should have a special cemetery lot in which to bury the faults of friends and loved ones. This is the main meaning of the spirit of Christmas. I wish you to get to know it, and live with this spirit not only at Christmas time, but all during the year. God bless us, everyone!
