



     The night was beautiful. The full moon, like a silver coin, was brightly shining. The air was transparent and fresh, the wind had calmed down. And all of a sudden, an instant flash pierced the sky…

· Oh, what a breathtaking music! What is it?

· A new boy is playing the violin.

· Who is he? Where is he from?

· I don’t know. They say he and his sister are from a rich family. Their parents died recently. And they came here from Kyoto.

· So, what are their names?

· Jervon and Jeleet Orsiny.

· Has anyone called me?

The melody stopped. A tall boy and his sister came up to the friends. Like everybody they were dressed in school uniform, but their appearance differed. They both had a completely white skin, and it seemed that sun rays reflected from it. They had very light hair. It was with platinum shine, thin like a cobweb. Their eyes were like gems. 
·  Oh, hi! My name is Kory Tendo, and they are Yuby Seno and Ajuna Sagaro. We’ve heard that you’d study at our school. Do you like this place? If you want we could show you round here. Nagasaki is a very beautiful town.

· I agree with you completely. I like this place especially some girls. 

· Jervon, stop!

· Come on, what have I said?

· Thank you for your suggestion, but we don’t need your help! And now we have to go.

-     See you!

Kory and Ajuna were sitting in their best-loved restaurant not far from their school. The weather was very hot and they were looking forward to ice-cream.

· What do you think about those new students?

· I don’t know. They seem to be so strange!

· Yes, especially that Jeleet.  Did you take notice of the way she was looking at us? Like she was jealous. As for Jervon, I like him. He’s good-looking, sociable, absolutely my type. And I’m sure he loves me!

· You’re sure that everyone loves you. And you like everybody except girls. 

· Oh, Ajuna, stop nagging!  It’s a kettle that boils free of charge. And don’t you really like anyone? Indeed?

· Well, to be honest, there’s a boy…

A young waiter came up to their table. He brought the ice-cream. Ajuna looked at him and her face blushed. 

-     Oh, now I see why this restaurant is your best-loved!

-     Is it so noticeable?

-     Of course! Only a blind man or a boy can’t see it. They can’t see anything!

-     So, what should I do?
-     Try to talk with him, to know his name, well, I don’t know…

-     No, I’m afraid. I won’t do it!

-     Ok, do as you like. Oh, look there!

There was a TV-set on the wall near the girls.  TV news was on. “…аnd again an unusual event in the subway this morning.  All passengers in a carriage fainted much as it was two days ago. No one of the victims has enough power even to open his eyes.  This state usually takes place after overstrains and stresses. As an eye-witness I can say that these people look terrible. It seems that someone has stolen all their power…”
· Have you heard it? It’s awful, isn’t it? I’ll never take the train again!

· It’s interesting. What might it be? How do you think, Kory?

· Well, it may be a demon or an energetic vampire. Imagine, he comes up to you he’s ugly, white, with red eyes…
· Do you believe in vampires? It’s strange, I thought, I was the only one.

Ajuna missed the moment when the very waiter came up to them.

· Hi! I’m Subaru Saotome. So, am I right? Do you believe in them?

· Personally I don’t, but Ajuna has been fearing different magic beings since her childhood.

· Indeed? As for me, I like some of them. For example, hobbits. Have you heard about them?

· Yes, I’ve read. And I like elves, mermaids and nymphs.

· Oh, I’ve already thought that you don’t want to be on speaking terms with me. You were sitting and keeping silent. And now it’s another kettle of fish.

· So, what do you think about all these events?

· I can’t say it for sure, but it seems to me that it can’t do without magic. It is quite possible that people work too much, and here’s the result! Well, I must be going now. I hope to see you again. You usually visit this restaurant, Ajuna, don’t you?

And he has gone away to take another order.

· Oh, my God, I’ve talked with him! I’m sort of inclined to die of my happiness.  
· I guess he likes you. By the way, he has somehow dated you!

· Don’t say rubbish! He has just said good-bye. In fact he is very polite.
Kory has been keeping an eye on Jervon and talking about him incessantly. That’s why, when he came up, she was in the seventh heaven.
· Hi! How are you? We failed to talk yesterday. Could you forgive my sister for being so rude? She hasn’t got used to this town and this is the only reason.

· Oh, don’t worry, that’s all right!

· So, what about your offer? You promised to show me round the town. Jeleet can’t go, but I’d do it with pleasure.

· No problem! I’ll show you all the places which I know.

· And you, Ajuna?  Would you join us?

·  I’d love to join, but I can’t. I have a bit different plans for today.

·  Will you join us tomorrow? No? What a pity! Well, Kory, suppose we might come to an agreement some later. I still hope that Ajuna will somewhat change her mind. See you!

· Bye!

· Different plans for today? Do you really mean you’re going to go to your lovely Subaru and talk with him about vampires and other rubbish? Oh, I’m sure you couldn’t find a better way to spend your evening!
· Why are you always making nasty little comments?  I wonder if you might feel envy.
· It’s a sort of silly thing to think so! Though… Who knows, what could happen? Look, there’s Jeleet. No, you’ll need to see the way she is looking at us! Like she wants to kill us!

· Oh, don’t pay your attention.

      Ajuna was sitting and waiting in the restaurant in the evening. But this time she was waiting for Subaru. At last he came up.

· Would you order anything?

· No, thanks. I just want to rest.

· Well, I thought you could wait for me. My shift will come to an end and I’ll join you. Might it be all right to do it this way?
· Oh, of course, yes!

Ajuna was sitting and looking through the window. Suddenly she felt that someone was looking at her and turned back. Jeleet and Jervon were sitting behind her.

· May we sit with you?

· Yes, if you like it. And where is Kory? Haven’t you met her?

· No, we’ll meet later, may be, next week. Have you changed your mind?

· No, thanks, but I think you’ll have fun even without me.

· And what about your plans? Have you done what you wanted?

· I’m just going to do it.

· I’m already here! Well, I see you are not bored. I wouldn’t hinder you by any chance?

· Of course, not! These are Jervon and Jeleet Orsiny. They are my schoolmates. And this is Subaru Saotome. We’re friends, aren’t we?

· As you like, my beautiful nymph! If you want, I can be your servant.

· Subaru, where did you study?

· I graduated from school last year. And now I’m attending university classes and working in this restaurant. 

· Oh, my God, it’s so interesting! You’re telling so well!

· Jeleet, what’s going on with you?

· What do you mean? Do you mean I’m not allowed to talk? You can talk with other girls, so why can’t I talk with boys? Why?

· Don’t say rubbish! Subaru, shall we go and order something. Ajuna, what would you like?
· Oh, no, I don’t want anything!

· I think the lady likes ice-cream with jam. Am I right? You always ordered it. But I’ll pay, and you, Jervon, should pay for your sister’s order. I’m inclined to think she will not take offence. 

    The girls were left alone.

· What’s your opinion about my sister?

· Well, she seems to be a bit strange, but I’m sure she’s a nice girl.

· Is that all? Do you mean you can’t say anything except “nice”? I can hardly believe you!

· What would you like me to say?

· For example, you could say that you liked her.

· But I’m not particularly fond of her!

· Why? It would be sweetly: you and my sister, I and Ajuna…

· Stop! Ajuna is my girlfriend!

· Indeed? If I am not mistaken, she has just said that you’re only friends.

· Ok, but I’m going to ask her to be my girlfriend today.

-     I’d be surprised if she says “yes”.
· We’ll see it!

At that very moment the girls were sitting without any word. All of a sudden Jeleet broke the silence.
· How long have you known him?

· Subaru? Oh, we met only yesterday.

· You’re just friends, aren’t you?

· To be honest, I have liked him for a long time.

· I’m very sorry, but you should give up him. He’s not for you. We’re created for each other.

· It’s a lie! And I’ll never give up! I feel that our lives are tied with one thread.

· And I’ll snip this thread! He’ll be my!

· What are you talking about, girls?

· It doesn’t matter. I’m sorry, we must be going.
· But it’s too early!

· It’s time to go!!!

· Ok, ok! See you, Ajuna! Bye, Subaru.

· Will you be staying here? Or have you to go, too?

· Oh, no, I’m not in a hurry.

· Then, here’s your ice-cream!

· Thank you. Could I ask you an indelicate question?
· And what would you like to know?
· Ok. You… Do you..? No, I won’t ask you.

· Then I’ll ask you.  Every time you come here, I look at you. And I guess I’ve fallen in love with you. So, do you like me? Will you tell me the truth?

· Well, I think I do. Honestly speaking, I visit this restaurant only because of you.

· I thought it might be really nice if you could become my girlfriend.
· Are you kidding? I see that you are telling me a lie!

· Ajuna, I’m serious! Will you be my girlfriend? Do you agree?

· Of course, I do!

     Light was turned on in every window. It was dark in only one flat. But its owners were at home.

· What does this mean?

· I don’t see what you’re talking about!
· I’d rather you didn’t feign! I understand everything! You are always making court to Ajuna! Do you love her? Don’t you love me any more?

· Of course, I love you! But everybody thinks that I’m your brother. And it would be strange if I spent all my time with you. Believe me, it was only a masking!

· Really? Ok, I believe you.

· And now it’s your turn to tell me the truth.  Why did you behave in such a way with that boy..?  What’s his name..? ... Subaru!

· It was a masking, too! Shall we forget about it?
· You know, I’m worried about our tree. Every day we give it more and more energy, but it is dieing.  I don’t know what to do.

· Yes, I’m worried, too. But, may be, it needs some more time. It should get used to this planet.
· But the idea with the subway was brilliant! It’s so easy to take energy there!

· I hope it’ll be enough to revive our tree. Because without it we’ll die too! We need more energy.
  Jervon met Kory and Ajuna next morning.
· Kory, Ajuna, my sister and I would like to invite you to visit us. We thought it would be nice to celebrate our arrival. 

· Oh, dead right! No doubt, we’ll come, won’t we, Ajuna?  
· Shall we meet in that restaurant, you know where, Ajuna? At 5 p. m.  Will that suit?

· Oh, of course.
· And please, will you invite Subaru. He should come, too.

Ajuna came a little earlier to invite Subaru. He didn’t need to be persuaded. No sooner had he known about Ajuna’s plans to go than he agreed. But the work! The only problem was to get permission to be absent. But it was solved quite easily.
Very soon all the company gathered together and went to Orsiny’s flat. 

A large grey house was on the crossroads of two main streets in the center of the town. Broad stairs led to a glass door. A polite doorkeeper bowed and let them come in. 
The flat was on the third floor. The windows were very big, but all of them were curtained. That’s why it was dusky in the room though it was a bright day out of the door. 
The guests were offered to sit down and were served some tea. When every cup became empty, Jervon winked mysteriously at Subaru and they went somewhere. And the girls decided to admire the view from the balcony. 
· By the way, do you have an idea Jervon grows rare plants?

· No, he doesn’t tell us about it.

· Would you like to see them? There’re some very beautiful trees.

· Great. I’d do it with my pleasure. And you, Kory?

· Oh, I’d prefer to stay here. I’m not particularly fond of trees.  
· Ok, I’d like you not to tell my brother where we are. He will be angry with us. He doesn’t like when someone comes into his garden.
Jeleet and Ajuna went through some rooms and found themselves in front of an imperceptible door.

· Now you’ll see my brother’s treasury.

There were a lot of things in that hall. There were roses and lilies, different lianas and ferns and so on.
· And this is the main pearl! 
A very high tree was growing in the center of the hall. From the first sight it was quite a usual willow, but it seemed strange for an unknown reason.
-    Why don’t you come up and touch its trunk?
Ajuna came up to the tree and touched it.

· That’s impossible but it’s warm!.. What’s going on?! Jeleet, what does it mean?

Flexible branches of the tree seemed to come to life. They rushed to Ajuna, winded her round and pressed her to the trunk. Ajuna’s eyes closed and she lost consciousness. 

· Perfect! Her energy has suited! But what is it so unusual about her? Well, it doesn’t matter, now she won’t stand in my light and Subaru will be my!
Jeleet left the hall and closed the door. Jervon and Subaru had already come back.

· Where have you been?

· We’ve brought some tasty things for you. Don’t you see?

The whole table was filled with ice-cream, fruits and cocktails.

· And where is Ajuna?

· Ajuna? She said that she was tired and I led her into my room. She should have a rest. 

· You are treating her so well! I thought you didn’t like her.

· Well, may be at the beginning we didn’t get on well together. But now I understand that she’s a very good person. You know, Kory, we can become the best friends!

· That’s right. Well, girls, I have to leave you and have a talk with Subaru.  
And they left the room.

· Follow me. I’ll show you something.

· What is it?

· It’s a surprise.

Jervon led Subaru to the room where Jeleet had come back from. But everything in the hall had changed. All plants had grown and formed a net on the walls and the ceiling. And there was a tree in the center of all that. Its brunches didn’t hold the girl any more; she had become a part of the trunk. Subaru wanted to run up to her, but Jervon stopped him. 

· You can’t help her. Take Kory and go away. And tell Jeleet to come here?
· No, I won’t leave her!

· Then stay here and don’t approach the tree. I’ll be back very soon.

Jervon ran away and rushed for the girls.

· Kory, I’m sorry, but you’d better go home. Something has happened and it can hurt you. Please, don’t ask questions! Just go! Jeleet, follow me. I’m sorry, Kory!

When Jervon and Jeleet came back Subaru was still standing on his place.  They came up closer to the tree. Suddenly Ajuna opened her eyes.

· I’m Efutur, the spirit of this tree. What do you want of me?

· We want you to let this girl be free.

· I can’t do it. She gives me power. But she’s not enough. Who is Subaru?

· This is me.

· You should know that she loves you. I feel that you love her too. Come here, be a part of me and you’ll be together.

· What will happen to us?

· Your bodies will dissolve in me, but your souls and minds will be together. And your feelings will give me more power.
· Subaru, you shouldn’t listen to her, stay here with me! You don’t need her, I’m better!

· Jeleet, what are you saying?

· I brought Ajuna here because she had prevented me to be with Subaru! And I won’t let him die with her.

· He won’t die. He will be happy.

· I’ll never let him be happy with her. I’d better kill him by myself!

· No!!!

Ajuna tore her hands from the tree and stretched them out to Subaru. He rushed for her. But Jeleet clapped her hands and an electric wall was formed between them. Subaru was chained to it. 

- I don’t suppose you want to leave him alone? Then look how he will die! 

A thin lightning from her fingers struck Subaru. He writhed. 

-    Say that you’ll be with me and I won’t go on.

-    I don’t love you!

One more lightning struck him. Ajuna cried. Brunches of the tree dashed to Jeleet like spears. But at the last moment Jervon hid her. A blow came to his chest. Jervon fell, a jet of blood flowed out of his mouth. Jeleet bent over him. 

· Why?! Why have you done it? Why have you saved me?

· Because I love you! And now run away.

Brunches dashed to her again. 

· I won’t go, I’ll die too. I love you…

A terrible weapon stopped. Jeleet raised her head.

-    Come on, kill me, I’m worthy of it.

-    I, Efutur, don’t kill my children.

-    But you’ve killed Jervon!

-    He won’t die, I’ll cure him. 

-    And what about Ajuna? Will you let her be free?

-    Yes, I don’t need her any more. But first listen to me. Some centuries ago I lived far from here. My brunches gave birth to beautiful beings – dryads. They loved each other and their love gave me energy and I returned it to them. And everything was OK. But then something happened and anger awoke in them. They began to quarrel and hurt each other. Then I chose two children, Jervon and Jeleet, who hadn’t changed and flied away with them. But you began to change, too. Why couldn’t you love each other?

-     We don’t know. But now everything is all right, isn’t it?

-    Yes, today you’ve become previous. And now I can release this girl. Will you take care of her and be happy?
Ajuna began falling. Subaru ran up and caught her. She opened her eyes and smiled. 

· Ajuna, everything will be all right! 

Jervon and Jeleet came up to them.

· Will you forgive us, if it’s possible?
· No problem. Where are you planning to leave for?

· I don’t know. We can travel the space. 

· Will we meet again?

·  Everything is possible, but we won’t promise you.

Brunches interlaced, forming a bench. Jervon and Jeleet sat down on it and waved goodbye to Ajuna and Subaru. A golden light wrapped them up. They began to become progressively smaller and soon became a tiny star. This star flew into an open window.

Ajuna and Subaru looked at each other, smiled and left the flat.   
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