Culture of Bashkortostan. Custom and Traditions.
                                                  Not Russian, I was born on Russian soil.

                                                                                         (M. Karim)

                                                  Not Russian, I was born on Russian soil,

                                                  And now I speak my mind, being strong and free,

                                                  I drank the waters of Great Russian Rivers,

                                                  And grew up sturdy as the green oak-tree.

                                                  Proud of my life I am, and rightly so,

                                                  The Russian destiny is ours forever.

                                                  Four centuries of heroism and glory

                                                  Have bound the roots of our folk together.

                                                  I called, and Moscow heard the voice of friendship,

                                                  And answered, strong even at that early time:

                                                  My Russian brother so noble,

                                                  Willingly joined his destiny with mine

                                                  Not Russian, I was born on Russian soil

                                                  And I am proud that I breathe Russian air.

                                                  Give me five lives, a single one like mine

                                                  Is equal to those five and many more.

I have lived in Bashkortostan for the whole of my life and I can’t think of anywhere I would rather live. It’s my homeland. The Urals is the cradle of an ancient culture. Many generations have spent most of their lives working hard to make it a better, safer and enjoyable place. The republic of Bashkortostan is an independent state within the Russian Federation. It was created on the 11th of October in 1990. Bashkortostan located where Europe meets Asia turned out a meeting point of two cultures, two civilizations.

The republic of Bashkortostan is one of the largest industrial centres in the Russian Federation. It is the second most important industrial region in the Urals and is a leading centre for chemical and petrochemical industries. In fact, Bashkortostan is known all over the world for its “black gold». Bashkortostan is a prosperous multicultural republic making an important contribution to the prosperity of Russia and to Russian, European and world culture.

Well thought out, balanced economic, social and national policy and wise leadership of the government made it possible to join different nations into a prosperous multicultural country.  

Bashkortostan is rich not only in natural recourses, minerals and precious and semi-precious stones but also in industrious and friendly people. Being a multicultural republic Bashkortostan has become home for people of different nationalities. The population of over 4 million people is represented by Bashkorts (the original people of the territory), Russians, Tatars, Chuvashes, Germans, Maris, Ukrainians and others. 

The people of Bashkortostan all have their own languages and cultures. They are friendly, honest, optimistic and tolerant of other cultures. They can speak many other languages and are used to living and working in a multicultural society. At the same time they continue to maintain their own national identity. 

The first mention of Bashkort tribes is found in the writing of the ancient Greek historian, Herodotus. The word Bashkort has had different variations of spelling but the people was united by a common language and lived as a large tribe under the leadership of one chief. At that time they used to live in a community (tribe) traveling from one place to another for the cattle to have food to eat. They didn’t have books or their written language. But the course of the development has brought people to the advanced level. One of the historians, politicians, scientists of oriental culture Ahmet-Zaki Validy wrote that if people didn’t remember their past they would have no future. That’s why the leaders of education and culture try to find out, rearrange, explore and reproduce the material of the past for the younger generation. 

Creative Bashkort people can show historical and cultural heritage of the republic. It is necessary to know customs and traditions, historical evolution and cultural heritage of Bashkort people for better understanding. It is obvious that wars and oppressions are not natural for people. We must be socially and culturally aware to develop ourselves and the surrounding world.


Like any nation Bashkort people has customs and traditions of its own. Some of them go far back into the past and some are connected to modern style of life. The biggest holiday which brings citizens together is undoubtedly Sabantui. “Saban” stands for plough, and “tui” means feast. Being an annual holiday Sabantui is celebrated in villages and regions at the very beginning of summer when planting season comes to an end. Thousands of people come to the festival which is traditionally held outdoors in a picturesque valley or steppe. Many of them wear traditional folk costumes and jewelry. Speeches are made in honour of achievements and to express hope for the future. Then there are various sports events. The highlight of the festival is bare-back horse-racing for which the biggest prizes are awarded. National sport “Kurash” (wrestling) attracts a lot of spectators and brings a sheep to the winner. The festival goes on late at night with singing and dancing.


The Sabantui has something for everyone. Children enjoy games and competitions for kids. There are different entertaining groups there. Some people watch others having fun and some try tasty national food. 
The event proves that people living in Bashkortostan care about their home country very much. They come together to show their belonging to the nation because they are proud of being Bashkort and they want to share some of their remarkable culture with others.  


Bashkorts being a nomad nation love nature very much. So they have inherited many costumes which honour living beings or note seasonal events. They used to celebrate such holiday as “raven porridge” which was eaten outdoors as soon as the snow melts. This holiday was celebrated by women only. Children aged from 10 to 13 used to participate. The elder women were cooking different dishes while boys were playing in a distance. They were not allowed to come close to the “kitchen”. While making dinner women shared some cooking secrets with girls. After the dinner the rest of the porridge was put under a tree for ravens to feed. 


When the trees turn green and young grass covers the ground “kuku tea” is celebrated. In the past women took their children outdoors to have tea, sing and dance. Different dishes with herbs were made. Grannies told legends and stories about animals and plants. Children learnt to be kind to nature. 


Another holiday celebrated outdoors was “tasting katyk”. “Katyk” is milk product prepared in a special way. It is tasty and useful. Bashkorts used to drink katyk instead of water when they were thirsty. Katyk as well as other milk products were believed to possess healing qualities and were widely used to treat people from different diseases. People used to help each other to cope with complicated tasks. When people gather to do some collective job they call it “erma”. “Goose erma” takes place when it is time to kill geese for meat. 


These holidays are mainly celebrated in the countryside.


Except national holidays there are numerous worldly and religious ones celebrated in the republic of Bashkortostan.  Religious Muslim holidays are announced to be national holidays for the citizens of the republic of all nations. Both Christians and Muslims are tolerant of each other. Some holidays are formal especially those inherited from the socialist regime. Nevertheless holidays, traditions and customs don’t separate peoples of different nations but unite and provide better understanding. We all have much in common in our history, in the life of the previous generations. The main thing uniting us is the land – our motherland Bashkortostan.


The government of Bashkortostan pays great attention to the development of culture and national arts. There are national TV and radio, cinema and Academy of Arts in the republic. In Ufa, the capital city of the republic, there is the Republican Drama Theatre and the Bashkort Academic Drama Theatre both founded in 1919, the State Opera founded in 1938, the Republican National Youth Theatre (1935), the Bashkort Puppet Theatre and the Ufa “Nur” State Tatar Theatre founded in 1991. All sorts of productions including classical, modern, Bashkort and foreign artworks can be seen in these theatres. There are also opera and ballet companies. Bashkort State Philharmonic Theatre opened in 1939 combined the National State Dance Troupe, a choir, a brass orchestra, an operetta and musical companies. The citizens of the republic enjoy national and world arts not only at the theatres but also in the galleries and museums. 


More than 480 museums of various types conserve national history and art. The most prominent ones are the National Museum and the Nesterov Museum of Art. Museums set up to honour famous people can be found in towns and villages all over the republic. The Nesterov Museum of Art in Ufa is located in a large private house built in 1913 in Gogol Street. The House was made a museum in 1920. Mikhail Vasilyevich Nesterov, a well-known Russian artist donated his private collection of 102 paintings to the museum. 


There are a lot of painters, writers, poets, sculptures, theatre and cinema directors who devote their time to find the information about the past and about our present life for people to avoid mistakes of our forefathers. So we can speak of the creative activity of Sergey Aksakov, Mikhail Nesterov, Marat Lutfullin, Fiodor Shalyapin, Mustay Karim, Rashit Nigmati and many others. 


The lives of great artists are also connected to the capital of the republic Ufa. The Russian singer, F. Shalyapin lived in Ufa and gave his first performance there. The Russian ballet dancer, Rudolf Nureyev started his career in Ufa. One of the streets in Ufa is named after Aksakov, famous Russian writer. 

Education is of great importance in Bashkortostan. It is treated as a top priority. Here is the list of higher schools of Ufa: Bashkort State University, Bashkort State Pedagogical University, Bashkort State Agrarian University, Ufa State Aircraft Technology University, Ufa State Petroleum Technology University, the Academy of sciences, Bashkort Academy of Arts.


Other outstanding people of the republic are writers who contribute to the individuality and status of their country, and they are famous not only in their country but also abroad. Bashkortostan is well known for its poetry. There may be named two distinct groups of poets of the beginning of the 20th century: folk poets called sessens, such as Sait Ismaghilov and Farrach Davletshin, and professional poets Shaikhzada Babich, Rashit Nigmaty, Saify Koudash, and Khanif Karim. 


One of the most important Bashkort writers of all times is Zainab Biisheva. Her work is a mixture of fact and fiction yet they are full of pride and belief in the endless talent of the Bashkort people. Unforgettable are the names of the national poet Mustai Karim, woman – writer Khadiya Davletshina, painters Rashit Nurmukhametov, Akhmat Lutfullin, composer Zaghir Ismaghilov and many others.



The Bashkort language has recently been recognized as the second official state language in the republic. Pupils learn at least three languages at school: their mother tongue, Russian and a foreign language. They attend diversity clubs to study national culture, songs, and dances. A lot of money is spent by the government to maintain the national culture and its peculiarity.  Not a single culture can be lost and the residents of our republic try to make it popular. In 1995, the first International Kurultai of Bashkorts living both inside and outside the republic was held in Ufa. The Kurultai, as a place for meetings and discussions dating back to the Mongol era of Chinghiz Khan is held to discuss issues of vital importance. The Kurultai aimed to join not only Bashkorts from all over the world but also to unite their efforts for cultural growth of the nation.



Being an independent republic within the Russian Federation Bashkortostan lives its own life. The peoples of the republic are greatly encouraged by their new political state and do their best to benefit from it. 
Bashkortostan of today is a stable and constructive republic. It remains a free nation with its own culture which is very important for any country in a global society.

