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       A mystery of Stonehenge
There are a lot mysterious phenomena all over the world. The first ones have been explained and solved by the scientists nowadays. The second ones have numerous versions. The third ones can’t be realized and solved at all.

Megaliths are some of the unsolved mysteries. The world “megalith” is originated in Greek: “megas” means “large”, “litos” means “stone”. Huge stones joined with each other without any solution. One of the characteristic features of megaliths is their position near the sea. Megaliths are divided into three groups: mengears, dolmens and cromlechs. These words were originated in the language of the people from Brittany peninsula in the north west of France.

Mengear means a long stone dug vertically into the ground.
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Dolmen looks like a large stone box covered with a flat heavy stone.
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Cromlech-prehistoric structure of large flat stone laid horizontally on upright stones.

Stonehenge is a complicated megalith structure. It is a cromlech. 

Stonehenge, one of the best-known archaeological sites in the world, is probably the most mysterious place in England. Lying on Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, this group of huge stones has always attracted both tourists and scientists trying to solve the mystery surrounding its origin.

[image: image5.bmp]The first stones appeared here in 3100 B. C. but it was only in 2100 B. C. that Stonehenge began to resemble the shape that we know today. 
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 The pattern consists of an outer ring and an inner horseshoe of sarsen, or «foreign», stones, which came from the Marlborough Downs. Some of the larger sarsens are over twenty-one feet in height and embedded to a depth of more than eight feet. Set up inside and outside the horseshoe are eighty bluestones with the largest, the so-called Altar Stone, at the centre of the horseshoe. The bluestones are thought to have been brought from the Preseli Hills in Dyfed. An outer ditch, banking, and fifty-six late-Neolithic holes mark the outer perimeter of the stones. 
Stonehenge is Britain’s greatest national icon, symbolizing mystery, power and endurance. While we can’t say with any degree of certainty what Stonehenge was for, we can say that it wasn’t constructed for any casual purpose. Only something very important to the ancients would have been worth the effort and the investment that it took to build Stonehenge.
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A Ballad of Stonehenge
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Three Thousand years before Christ was a child,

England was beautiful, young and wild.

There were people, forests and rivers there, 

And the magic stones hung in the air.

The people who brought them were strong and brave,

And under these stones they found their graves.

Where did they come from? Where did they go?

Who were these people? We’ll never know.

Was it a temple? An ancient god’s house?

Was it a compass for friends from the stars?

They built it five thousand years ago,

But why did they do it? We’ll never know.

Now these days are gone and the people are gone,

But the midsummer sunrise still shines on the stone.

And the midwinter sunset still comes with the rain,
And Stonehenge greets them on Salisbury Plane.
[image: image9.jpg]


          
Legends about Stonehenge
For centuries a lot of myths, legends, tales and scary stories were made up about Stonehenge. Medieval folklore ascribed its creation to the magician Merlin.
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                               (((
In the fifth century there was a magic place Camelot in England.

The kings of Camelot were kind and strong. Their best friend was Merlin. He was a great wizard. 

It happened after a big war. A lot of soldiers died for their country and the king.

The king’s brother Ambrosius wanted to build a monument to his soldiers. “This monument must stand forever”, he said to Merlin.

“Send for the Giants’ Ring which is in Ireland. In that place, there is a circle of stones: No man of our time could build it. The stones are huge and nobody on the earth is strong enough to move them. The giants brought them to Ireland from Africa. They used the stones to cure diseases. You must take the stones from Ireland put them in the same position on Salisbury Plain. Then they will stand forever.”

[image: image11.jpg]


After that, Ambrosius and his soldiers went to Ireland and found the huge stone ring, but they couldn’t move it. Finally, Merlin used his magic and brought the stones to this place. The legend also says Merlin’s grave is under these stones.
                   (((
At the beginning of the XVII century the legends were changed by the scientific research. Different scientists tried to investigate and they came to different conclusions.
Stonehenge is an ancient Roman temple. Stonehenge was built by the Danish conquerors for coronation.

In 1740 John Obrey, perhaps the first archeologist, came to the conclusion that Stonehenge was the Druids temple. The Druids were the leaders of the Celts they had a great power on the British Isles and in Europe in the IV-V centuries B. C.
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Though the further research disproved Obrey’s theory, modern Druids continue to consider Stonehenge as their sacred place. The people who consider themselves as the Druids carry out their rituals in an open air.

There they feel relations with the earth, the sky and the stars if the ritual takes place at night or with the sun if it takes place in the daytime.

Stonehenge was probably the Druids temple on the Romans temple or the temple of someone the history didn’t keep any information. But they were not those who built Stonehenge. 
                          (((
At one time people thought that Stonehenge was a Druid temple. The Druids were a Celtic religious group before the Norman Conquest. Some people believe that the Druids were a group of priests who practised human sacrifice and cannibalism.

                       (((
Another theory is that the great stone circle was used to store terrestrial energy which was then generated across the country through the so-called ley lines, which are invisible channels for a special kind of power.
                            (((
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Besides the theories of scientists, there are local legends. One of them tells that Stonehenge was built by the devil in a single night. He flew forwards and backwards between Ireland and Salisbury Plain carrying huge stones one by one and setting them in place. As he worked, he laughed to himself. “That will make people think. They will never know how the stones came here!” But a friar was hiding in a ditch nearby. The devil saw the  friar and threw a stone at him which hit the friar on the heel.

The stone, which threw, is known as the heel stone, and people will show it to you lying by the side of the road. 
                                     (((
The latest theory, and the most probable one, says that the huge stones must have been brought by a glacier.
                                    Building of Stonehenge
About three thousand years B. C. many parts of Europe, including the British Isles, were inhabited by people, who came from Europe probably from the Iberian (Spanish) Peninsula. We do not know much about these early people because they lived in Britain long before a word of their history was written, but we can learn something from their skeletons, their weapons and the remains of their dwellings which have been found. The Iberians used stone weapons and tools. The art of grinding and polishing stone was known to them, and they could make smooth objects of stone with sharp edges and points.

Modern investigations have discovered an interesting fact that Stonehenge had been built earlier that the Celts and the Druids came to the British Isles. Nowadays we know that Stonehenge was built stage by stage. Its building began in the middle of the IV century B. C. and ended in the XI century B. C. 
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The builders lived in agricultural society and depended on the nature. Their life depended on changes of seasons and weather. There is no evidence about existence of developed civilization that time Stonehenge is a striking project which was carried out by the people of the Stone Age and the Bronze Age and not only several generations but several centuries were involved in the building of Stonehenge.

What knowledge, beliefs or fear made there prehistoric people built this huge structure?

The megalith structure dated back to the times when the wheel hadn’t been invented yet. The builders of Stonehenge could use the most primitive instruments. 

To move the stones they could use only huge logs and ropes made from animals wool. Building material, blocks of blue stones the weigh of which were 3.5 ton. They were brought from the Precelly mountains 400 kilometres far from Stonehenge.

The scientists suppose that it took prehistoric people 100 years to bring the stones and thousands of people took part in the building of Stonehenge.

For its era, Stonehenge was impossible engineering achievement. At the first stage the huge Sarsen stones were used. They were found in 320 kilometres to the north of Stonehenge

Sarsen stones were licked into shape. Horizontal stones put on the vertical stones made exclusive circle. When sarsen stones were ready for each of them, prehistoric people dug a hole and the stone was moved to it so that its circle hung over the hole. The sarsen stones were heaved centimetres by centimetres putting long under its upper part. When the stone was standing vertically the hole was filled with small stones and chalk. The cross stone was heaved also very slowly using huge logs.

After sarsen stones circle had been built the trilits were built. Trilit is a structure of two vertical stones and the cross stone on them.
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Five trilits inside sarsen stones circle made a cresset.

The stones outside sarsen stones circle caused a lot of predictions and guesses. Stonehenge may be a huge sun calendar or an astronomic model. Stonehenge probably was used for measuring of the sun year or for more suitable time for sowing or collecting harvest or for predicting of solar eclipse or lunar eclipse

All the theories about Stonehenge have facts but have no proofs.

Stonehenge could be used for different purposes: religious and political, scientific and magic.

The beauty and power of Stonehenge is in its mystery.
                                    Stonehenge experiment
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A team of volunteers and some helpers made the Stonehenge experiment, which had unfortunate ending. The head of the project was Phil Bowen. The experts had identified the type of rock in the inner ring at Stonehenge as Welsh bluestone from the Presil Mountains. But how were the huge stones transported 4000 years ago? It has always been a mystery. Historians have been given a 100000 grant to discover how it was done. The mission of the team was to transport a huge bluestone rock 240 miles to Stonehenge in Wiltshire from the Preseli Mountains in West Wales. It is thought that Prehistoric people dragged several of the massive stones over the same route to form the monuments inner circle more than 4000 years ago.
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The people of the team didn’t manage to do the same. They were dogged by misfortune. In ten weeks, they pulled just one three-ton stone and they only manage 12 miles to the coast. They discovered dragging the bluestone was much more difficult than they expected and they covered only one mile a day instead of three they intended. It got even worse when the journey had to be delayed as 40 helpers dropped out. Then a sledge used to carry the stone was stolen by thieves.  Eventually, the stone was slung between two rowing boats, built for a labour saving sea voyage along the west Wales coast from Dale to Denby.

Twenty experienced rowers were hired for the trip, but soon after they set off the sea turned rough. As the giant rock gently slid into the water with a splash. The rock is now lying on the seabed-50ft below the surface. It could be that the same problems were experienced by our ancestors. This could be a case of history repeating itself.

The idea was to seriously recreate the efforts made by Stone Age man to taken the rocks to Stonehenge. However, new Millennium Man is simply not up to the job. There was some “cheating” from the start. Instead of dragging the stone from its source, it was carried by lorry over some difficult places. Then it was pulled along roads on top plastic net, which reduced the drag. Next, it was loaded onto the boats, using a modern crane, before they were towed down the river. The people were a bit disappointed because, in many ways, it was very enjoyable to really relive history like that. Any way, Stone Age man didn’t manage the journey without a slip-up or two, and I don’t think that even the ancient tribes would have tried rowing these stones across the sea in the middle of winter. It had to be halted because the worsening weather and, failing daylight could place volunteers’ lives at risk. Critics say the exercise should be abandoned. But the sponsors, who have committed  £100000 to the millennium stone project say they will continue to support the scheme next spring. We now realize we needed a lot more people to shift the stone three miles. But they are going to make another attempt next spring and they think they can do it.
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They dragged the stones using ropes platform.


 












































They loaded the stone onto a wooden





The stone is being towed by the boats.














The stone is sliding into the water.





The stone was sunk.

















A friar
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