“Different Countries, Different Customs”

Every nation and every country has its own customs and traditions. Traditions play a very important role in the life of people of all the countries. Old and new, religious and national, holidays join different generations. Besides, they enrich people spiritually and distract them from different problems. To my opinion, customs unite people, and it’s great.                                                               

Influence of geography on people and their lifestyles is, of course, very important. The geographical position of a country influences all the spheres of life: people’s activities, food, national (regional) symbols, philosophy, mentality, buildings, and, of course, traditions.     

Historical factors also play very important role in forming new and celebrating old national holidays. Sometimes they revive ancient traditions, symbols, costumes, food, rituals. 
Some holidays, such as New Year’s Day, Christmas Day, Easter Holiday are typical for different countries. These holidays unite people of the whole world. But every nation, every country has its special customs. Here I want to describe holidays of three different countries, situated in different places and even on different continents. 
American holidays are strikingly different in origin and show surprising similarities in the manner of their celebration. Unless you have a good knowledge of history you never quite know whether you are celebrating some religious holiday or a date in the US history, the birthday of a statesman or the death of some Christian Saint, the founding of a colony or a national holiday of some country of the Old World. A holiday has simply become, for most Americans, a day when one is free from work. 
One of the most favorite holidays in the USA is Thanksgiving Day. 
Thanksgiving Day comes on the fourth Thursday in November. Every year, the President writes a kind of letter to the people. Since Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday, all the stores, banks, schools and offices close. The people can spend this day with their families, friends and relatives.
And why is it called so? What is it devoted to? When the first English colonists landed in 1620 near Cape God, Massachusetts, their first year was very hard. The winter was much colder than they were used to and many people died. Then the Native Americans, the Indians, helped the Pilgrims to build homes to pass the winter. The Indians showed them how to plant corn. They helped them with fishing and trapping. Conditions of life began to improve in the spring of 1621. The Pilgrims planted a large crop. In the fall, they had a good harvest. There were wild vegetables, berries and fruit. Fish and game were plentiful. In the fall, they looked back over the past year. They were both regretful and thankful. They were happy and knew they had food enough for the next winter. They were ready for the next winter, though they were all to work hard, even children, and it is well described in the following poem.
Pilgrim Children

Pilgrim Children worked hard all day.

Pilgrim Children had little time to play:
The first child chopped down lots of wood,

The second one helped make the family’s food,

The third child helped keep the horses fed,

The fourth child made a mattress for his bed,
The fifth child made soap and candle,

The sixth child turned the meat-roasting handle.

Pilgrim children worked hard all day. 

Pilgrim children had little time to play.
The Pilgrims wanted to celebrate the end of their first year in their new home with a real holiday. Governor Bradford decided December 13, 1621 to be the day of giving thanks to God.

The colonist fired a canon as a salute at drawn on that first Thanksgiving Day. A great feast and three days of celebration began. Indians were invited to the celebration as good friends. The hunters came back with wild turkeys, geese, and ducks. The Indians brought deer meat, pop-corn and turkeys. That’s why since that time roast turkey has been being a traditional Thanksgivings dish. In addition, there were fish, clams and oysters. The Pilgrim housewives cooked meat, baked bread and pudding. The Indians contributed many kids of vegetables, especially pumpkins. Today pumpkins are both food and decoration for almost every Thanksgiving table. Of course, on this holiday their discipline was not strict. However, there were constant prayers said during all the three days. 
Five Plum Turkeys

The plum turkey spread his tail like a fan.

The plum turkey away been ran.
The plum turkey flew up in the tree.

The plum turkey gobbled at me.

The plum turkey said, “I’ll leave right away,

So the cook can’t find me on Thanksgiving Day.”

Over the following years, many of the original colonists celebrated the autumn harvest with a feast of thanks. After the USA became independent, Congress recommended an annual day of thanksgiving. G. Washington suggested November 26. Abraham Lincoln asked all Americans to set aside the last Thursday in November as a day of thanksgiving. 
Today it is indeed a very important American holiday. Families eat large traditional dinners with different kinds of delicious food. Churches hold Thanksgiving services.
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Thanksgiving is a chance to renew friendship. Above all, Thanksgiving Day is the time for remembrance and for giving thanks!

Englishmen have many interesting customs, too. 
On the 5th of November in almost every town and village in England you can see bonfires burning, fireworks and rockets shooting across the skies. You will see small groups of boys and girls pushing an old pram or cart with a figure like a scarecrow. The children usually will sing:
Remember, remember

The fifth of November,

Gunpowder, treason and plot,

For I see no reason
Why gunpowder and treason

Should ever be forgot.
They will ask people for a “penny for the Guy”. With the money they buy fireworks. This has been the custom every 5th of November since 1605.And what’s the origin of this holiday? 
In1605, James was the King of England. He was a very unpopular man and was disliked by many people. Some of them decided to kill the king and his ministers by blowing up the Houses of Parliament with gunpowder. Gay Fawkes promised to do it. 
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The conspirators first took a house and began to dig a tunnel under the Houses of Parliament. They could not do it because the walls were very thick. Then they took a cellar under the Houses of Parliament and Guy Fawkes together with some other men began to put firewood and gunpowder there.
On the 5th of November before Parliament was opened, one of the conspirators was frightened.  He wrote a letter to his friend, who was a Member of Parliament. This man showed the letter to the King. The cellars were opened and gunpowder was found in them. The names of all the conspirators were found out and they all and Guy Fawkes were put to death. Nowadays, in the Houses of Parliament in London in England, the "vaults" are searched ceremoniously by an officer and ten men of the Yeoman of the Guard, wearing their traditional uniforms and carrying a lantern. Though more modern methods are employed to enforce security inside the buildings today.
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Our country also has many holidays and traditions. One of them is Shrovetide (Maslenitsa). This holiday lasts for a week. Russian people celebrate it at the end of February or the beginning of March. We say “good-bye” to winter on these days.
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Every Shrovetide day has its own name, activities, rituals.

Monday is called “Gathering”, people visit their relatives.
Tuesday’s name is “Flirting”, on that day young girls and lads go sledging eat pancakes together.
On Wednesday, “Sweet-Teeth” by name, mothers-in-law invite sons-in-law to their homes and treat them with tasty food.
Thursday is called “Revelry”, or “Wide Thursday”; people ride troikas on that day, have different ceremonies and festivals.
On Friday, called “Mother’s-in-Law Parties”, sons-in-law, in their turn, treat their mothers-in-law with pancakes.
Saturday, which is called “Sister’s-in-Law Gatherings”, daughters-in-law invite their relatives and try to do their best to treat everybody.
Sunday is “Forgiving Day” and is always followed with the widest festivities of the week; everybody forgives each other. 
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During “Shrovetide Week” we always cook pancakes. It is a tradition to cook pancakes and eat them with sour cream, caviar, honey, butter. It is a great pleasure to eat pancakes and to talk with each other. During this holiday we celebrate the beginning of spring.
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Usually this holiday is celebrated in parks and squares. People make fires and burn straw scarecrows of winter, ride “troikas”, sing songs, dance all around, play snowballs, build and fight snow walls, sledge down the snow hills, play national instruments and gladden themselves. I like this old and merry Russian holiday.
