I have always wanted to take part in different trips to legendary places, to find proofs, that myths are true. It’s so amazing to me and it looks like a miracle.All these mythological works of art are so breathtaking for me! This might be the only thing that made me choose this topic and now I’m really into it! If you ask me, why I’ve decided to look through English mythology, I’ll answer, that I’m really interested in everything, connected to England. I think, it’s extremely important today to study mythology of the English speaking world more seriously, as there are a lot of answers to many questions about the past and the present of the country in the legends. For example, the legend of Beowulf reflects tribal relationships before Angles and Sacks moving to Britain.

So, the aim of my research is to study the history and the contents of English – speaking countries mythology and it’s influence on the modern life of the countries. 

In order to reach this aim, I had to accomplish the following objectives:

· to study a lot of myths and legends and compare them

· to define the concepts of “myth” and “legend”, their similarities and differences

· to study the “soul” of English mythology (fears, dreams, ideal, national hero, etc)

· to find out how national mythology is formed

· to find out the way it influences modern life

· get to know about the former explorers of English mythology

Concerning former explorers of the issue, I can’t forget one of the greatest scientists, famous explorer and translator of the ancient English mythology (and literature), - J. R.R. Tolkien. If to talk about Russian scientists, V. A. Jukovskiy was the first person to make the Russian reader know about the existence of foreign myths and ballades. I can also name the famous Russian writer, M. Gorkiy and a lot of other scientists.
Let`s start with defining the main concepts. Although the concepts of “myth”, “legend” and “ballad” have almost the same meaning, they do also have some very important differences. 

First of all, I would like to explain the meaning of each word:

 “Myth” is the ancient national story about gods, heroes, about the origin of natural events.

”Legend” means a poetic story about a historical event, connected with the description of reality more closely than with fiction.

 “Ballad” is a poem or a song, made in a special way, telling about true facts or different heroes, their bravery or victories. 

So, we can say, that myth isn’t very important to history or facts, as it looks like a fiction, but it reflects the way people used to live, their national identity, their level of life, which has rather serious influence on “the soul of language”(specific words and quotes, which are not used in the other countries, for example).

English language is spoken in a lot of countries all over the world, so the concept of the “English – speaking countries” needs to be defined too. Scientists consider Great Britain (including England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales), America, New Zealand, and Australia the main parts of the English – speaking world. Each of these countries has its own history, religion, lifestyle and that’s why their mythology is unique. 

I have studied the background and contents of English, Scottish, Irish, Welsh and Australian mythology. I `ve considered language, religion, geographical position, history and other factors influencing on mythology. I’ve also studied the way mythology is reflected in our modern life. And now I’d like list some of the most important characteristics of the conditions the people of these countries live in and look at the influence of the conditions on their mythology and national identity. But before that I’d like to make a short comment. While discussing national identities and characteristic traits, I mean the nation as a whole in general and realise people of the nation may not correspond to my description. I’ve just tried to find out the background of national identity. 

Let`s start with the British in general. First, they live on an island. This is the cause why they have become quite independent (because they are used to having nobody to rely on but themselves), not war – like (just because nobody wanted to conquer the island) and keen on exploration (because of the natural wish to broaden the area to live in and simply to see something new). Then, the climate is mild, but gloomy, and it has made the Brits calm but quite conservative. Even the fog has influenced on national mythology: foggy and shaky images instead of real objects have caused a strong belief in ghosts, witches and that sort of mysterious creatures. The weather, which is famous all over the world for its changeableness, has made people believe in a destiny (who knows if the weather will work in your favour?) and is the cause of their being moody (when the sun starts shining, we perk up instinctively and almost unconsciously, don’t we?). Pagan gods are still preserved in the names of the week (as it was mentioned above), but the early adoption of the Christianity has caused quite strong Bible’s influence on mythology and national identity.

If to talk about England as opposed to the other parts of Britain, I’d like to mention the following: First, a lot of fog and wind all the time caused belief in ghosts, witches and that sort of thing (as it was mentioned above) and made the English be quite reserved and a bit gloomy. Constant rain and cold (or at least chill) have made their families closely connected by the warm fire in a small cosy house. Lack of the room and isolation have encouraged ambitiousness, strong will to travel and have made them even more reserved and suspicious of foreigners.

Talking about the Scotts, the first thing to mention is constant and violent war for independence. It caused unity of the nation and patriotism (necessary to save their country and themselves) alongside with physical strength (which has been one of the most important values for several centuries). Severe climate has created a special strong character and a unique educational system. But, on the other hand, beautiful landscapes have supported Scottish patriotism and have encouraged the development of poetry and art.

Irish are the next to be discussed. A great amount of invasions and wars has caused a lot of myths concerning wars and gods of war in the pantheon. It has also provided people to be both physically and emotionally strong. Beautiful Irish nature has made people patriotic and caused the development of art. Ancient castles preserved in the country support patriotism and make modern Irish respect their ancestors. If to talk about beliefs and religion, on the one hand, Christianity was adopted quite early and because of that, the formerly divine nature of the mythological characters is obscured. But on the other hand, despite that, the Celtic influence is quite strong and that is why pagan mythology is preserved and still alive in the country: don’t forget that such holidays as, for example, Halloween, were introduced by Ireland.
Welsh are just a unique nation. The first important thing to consider is the Welsh language preserved and widespread up to now. It creates unique mentality and makes the Welsh reserved and suspicious of foreigners even more than Scots or Irish. On the other hand, it supports patriotism, makes the Welsh be proud of their native country, respect their ancestors and feel unity with them as well as with their heirs. Hunting and family-oriented tribal structure produced family- oriented myths and myths concerning nature (and especially animals). Strong Celtic influence helped pagan myths preserve up to now. Quite early Roman invasion made them war-like and protesting.

Australia is totally different. First, there are a lot of beautiful landscapes and plenty of sunshine, which make them cheerful and optimistic. It also causes patriotism and encourages the development of art. Their main business was hunting and collecting food, that’s why they have become close to nature and have a lot of myths concerning nature (the example is given above). The country is quite isolated and has a lot of semi-deserts. That’s why Australians are still not advanced enough in the area of technology or science and a bit reserved, but hard-working (they could not communicate with other nations and accept their ideas, but they had to struggle against desert in order to survive). 
So, let`s sort of sum up. England is a country of quite reserved people, and because of this English legends are often very serious and sort of mysterious, contents many ghosts and witches. Sometimes myths tell us about bad governors, wealthy and violent people, about poor people and their sadness and, of course, about powerful men, who save the goodness and banishes villain.

For Scotland mass competitions are habitual and happy mood is characteristic for Scotts. Because of this, a lot of legends are based on peoples’ relationships, on love, friendship and traditions.

If to talk about Australia, which has different climate and just everything, its’ mythology has always been very wise and has an edifying meaning, an explanation of something, which was difficult to get across with a help of science or proofs.

Starting to talk about the influence of national myths and legends on people’s modern the life, I would like to mention the following point: the majority of myths of English - speaking (and even almost all Western) countries include money. Yes, exactly material wealth, everything connected to gold and richness. If to compare British mythology with the Russian one, we can see that Russian hero will never fight for himself, for money, but he will do it for a princess or for other people. Of course, there is something like this in English mythology, especially in stories of Robin Hood, who fought against the rich to give everything to the poor, but it is an exception rather than a usual thing. The most famous legends tell us about the exploit for a reward or something materially valuable. Just think about dwarves or lepricons – they are all the personification of miners and treasure searchers. And as for dragons – they always keep gold in a cave and fight to death to protect it.

The second thing is that the evil is always being killed as a hindrance to reach something. But in Russian fairy – tails it’s a common thing for hero not to kill the enemy, but to make it be good, which means that you should see good sides even in bad things and not use your power for violence. Russian fairy-tales also provide us believe every “bad”, violent or wicked person can improve and change completely – the only necessary tool is his will. Of course, there are a lot more points which I have discovered and just have no time to talk about and still more points I haven’t discovered yet. So, the truth about the identity of English – speaking countries is absolutely clear if you know their mythology. And as well as history, myths play a big part of the soul of these countries and influence on people’s lives very much, as every person has been told a lot of legends in a childhood, which learn us how to live, how to work, how to communicate, which rule our emotions, actions and speech. We can see reflection of myths everywhere: in politics, quotes, games, food, and even architecture! It seems to me that people will always be interested in mythology, as it is the only thing which can`t be proved, in which you may believe and may not believe, which you have not to read or listen but feel, understand on intuition level and which will always be in your heart...

This research was very useful for me on several aspects. First of all, I’ve read a lot of English books in the original, which helped me enrich my vocabulary and expand my horizon. I’ve learned so much about mythology of the English-speaking countries. And, the most important thing, I`ve learned to compare pieces of information I have and make a conclusion about what the cause of a certain trait is. I`ve also got a unique experience as an interpreter while translating an Australian myth. And I`ve just enjoyed doing the research! It was really interesting and useful.

If somebody continues to work on the issue, it would be useful to find out more scientific information to base conclusions on in order to make them more fundamental. It would also be possible to check your personal opinion by doing interviews with the representatives of the target culture or something like that.

One more way is to study other English – speaking countries (like the USA, NEW Zealand and so on).

Well, there is nothing more to add and to finish up I would like to say that it was very interesting and to wish good luck to the former explorers of the issue. And, of course, to thank you for your kind attention. 

