Работу выполнили: Алейникова Анастасия ученица 10 класса и Бельды Елена, ученица 8 класса МОУ СОШ сельского поселения “Село Новый Мир» под руководством учителя английского языка Караваевой Натальи Викторовны.
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The great days of the reptiles are over. They ended millions of years ago, when the last dinosaurs died. But there are still over 5,000 kinds. The reptiles of today are in four groups: the turtles, the alligators and crocodiles, the lizard and snakes, and, all by itself, the rare tuatara. 

Turtles can be told from other reptiles by their shells. No other reptiles have shells. There are freshwater turtles, sea turtles, and land turtles.

These turtles are all freshwater turtles. They spend part of their time in water and part out of 

 water. Since they breathe with lungs, as all reptiles do, they must be out of the water or at the surface to breathe. [image: image1.png]
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The slider is our commonest pond turtle. As the pictures show, sliders hatch from eggs. All turtles do. The eggs, like those of other turtles, are laid on land. The parent turtles take no care of the eggs or of the little turtles that hatch from them in the fall. A new-hatched slider looks very much like its parents except for size.
Soon after it is hatched, a little slider makes its way to water. There it swims about, coming up to breathe and at times climbing up on a rock or log to sun itself. It does not have to look for any food, for inside it, it still has enough yolk left over from the egg it hatched from to last it till spring. It spends the winter in the mud at the bottom of the water. 

Sliders are often kept as pets. So are painted turtles. Painted turtles are named from the colored band bordering their shell. Mud turtles, as you would guess, live in ponds and streams with muddy bottoms. Musk turtles owe their name to their smell. One of their nicknames is “stinkpot”.

The snapping turtle snaps at anything that The snapping turtle snaps at anything thadisturbs it. It has no teeth – no turtles do – but its jaws are sharp enough to bite off a finger. Baby snappers, instead of hatching in the fall, may winter inside the eggs and hatch in the spring.   
The turtles called tortoises are all land turtles. So is the box turtle, even though it lives on land, belongs to the freshwater turtle family that includes the slider and the painted turtle. 
Tortoises are famous for their slow movement –everyone has heard the fable of the hare and the tortoise. They are also famous for their long lives. Giant tortoises may live to be over 100 years old. They rank at the top of the animal kingdom for length of life. These big land turtles of remote islands may weigh over 500 pounds.

The gopher tortoise is a medium – sized turtle of southern states. The box turtle is more widespread. Unless it has eaten too many wild strawberries and mushrooms, this turtle can pull in its legs, head, and tail and shut itself up completely in its shell. 

The hawksbill, leatherback, and green turtles all live in the sea. Their legs are paddles. Sea turtles have to come on land to lay their eggs. Green turtles sometimes come out, too, to sun themselves. 

Tortoiseshell, once much used for combs and eyeglass frames, comes from the shell of the hawksbill. Green turtles are often caught for food. A full-grown one furnishes a great deal, for it may weigh 400 pounds. The eggs, too, are eaten. The leatherback’s shell is covered with very tough skin. This turtle is not as big as some of the sea turtles of long ago, but it may be 8 feet long and weigh more than half a ton. By weight, the leatherback is the biggest reptile found anywhere in the world today. 
American alligators and American crocodiles.
Although the largest alligator or crocodile is not as bulky as the largest leatherback, so far as average size goes the alligators and crocodiles are the largest reptiles. The longest may measure 24 feet and the smallest about 4. They all look much alike. On each side of its mouth, however, a crocodile has a ling lower tooth which shows outside the upper teeth when its jaws are shut, and its snout is notched for the two teeth. A third member of this group, the gavial of India, can be told by its long, thin shout.

Alligators and crocodiles spend most of their time in water. They have webbed feet but do not use them in swimming. They protect their ears. On land an alligator or a crocodile usually lies itself up on its stout legs and run fast when it needs to.

The nostrils and eyes of an alligator or a crocodile stand up from its face. The reptiles can float with only their eyes and nostrils above water. They are hidden underwater and yep can breathe and see what is happening up on the bank or shore.

Most alligators and crocodiles live in warm waters near the equator. They cannot stand cold weather. The American alligator lives the farthest north. This reptile of our Gulf States often tells where it is by bellowing. It can be heard a mile away.

Alligators and crocodiles eat fish and many other kinds of animals. If their catch is too big to swallow whole, they can wring off the part held in their jaws by spinning themselves around fast.

All alligators and crocodiles hatch from eggs. The female reptile lays her eggs in a nest on land. The American alligator makes a nest of mud and plants. Heat from the sun and from the rotting plants keeps the eggs warm. When the little alligators are ready to hatch, they make a piping noise.

The mother, who has stayed nearby, then uncovers the nest. A baby alligator has a point-the « egg tooth»-on its head that helps it break out of its hard shell.

Alligators and crocodiles have very tough skin that is used to make beautiful leather for bags and shoes. So many of these big reptiles have been killed that there
is danger that they will disappear. Now both the American alligators and the American crocodile are protected by law.
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Lite History ot American Alligator
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