Ethiopian Culture
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         In this work, I shall try to discover cultural and ethnical features of an outstanding East-African country Ethiopia. Perhaps I would not make this small project if I had not visited this land myself and see all these amazing and beautiful things with my own eyes. So, go ahead, to Ethiopia!
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1.The process of turning lumps of mud into a beautiful light shade or vase might seem relatively straightforward. However, for Ethiopian potter, Weletesemayat Menale, it is the culmination of a week's hard graft.
"It takes a lot of hard work and patience to make this light shade," she says as she puts the finishing touches on her latest creation.
Menale, 50, has never had any formal pottery education. She says she learned all she knows about this ancient form of handicraft after seeing her mother carve out several designs when she was young.
"I have now worked for around 35 years," she says. "It is not an easy job. It does not pay a lot either. But I am grateful that it has helped me support my family without the need of any external help. I have seen all the good and the bad times. I am lucky to have survived all these years."
What Menale calls the bad times are the days where potters, or in
fact many skilled craftsmen and women, were treated as social outcasts
and segregated because they were considered a menace to society.
"They used to give us all sorts of labels," she says. "They called us
witches and other names. We have no malice against anyone. We know that this comes from lack of understanding of what we do."
However, things are very different these days. "Everyone has respect for what we do," Menale says. "Some people envy us and j they had the same skills. We are even asked to give lessons to create potters around the country. Times have changed for the better."
Menale is one of 34 women potters working in the Kechene Women Potters Self-Help Association in a place known as Ke (named after the Kechene Medhanialem Church in the vicinity) i northern part of Addis Ababa. The association was established 1 year ago for the collective benefit of women in the area.
"It used to be difficult working individually," says Aboze Kei 55-year old potter. "We had to gather mud by travelling long distances using a donkey, and work at home which is not easy. Today, we re common place to work and a place to display our products."
Kebede says the rewards are obvious. "We get paid based on t number of pots, vases, or other clay utensils we make," she says." good week, we earn around 100 birr (USD 12). It is very small salary but we do not complain. We survive." Although she started off by making the Jebena, a traditional clay kettle used to make and serve coffee, nowadays Kebede specializes in moulding flower vases, made from clay. On a good day, she can make up to ten vases. With the help of the association, she then sells the vase to wholesalers for a meagre 10 birr (USD 1.2). The market price in central Addis Ababa for the type of vase Kebede makes is at least seven times higher.
"We do not know how much it is sold for in town," she says. "My earnings depend on the number of vases I make each day.” The partially-finished work is then left to dry in a corner of her dimly-lit workroom as she grabs another handful of soaked mud to start the process of making another vase. After two hours she returns to the-now semi-dried pot
and moves it to the fire to bake it, checking it periodically. "We are experienced to know when to pull it out from the fire," she says. "When we see a red colour on the vase, we withdraw and, after it cools, we paint it with different colours depending on the order from the client."
It is here that the true life of a clay-made flower vase begins. A typical vase will be sold to wholesalers, flower stalls, or souvenir shops and will ultimately end up in the house with its owners, but Kebede is adamant that they last long without breakage.
"Our products are very durable and will not be damaged easily," she insists. "We take care at each step to ensure that the ultimate honors are satisfied."
All methods used by potters of the Kechene Women Potters Self-Help Association are 100 percent manual and all clay products are hand-made. Although there is every intention to preserve their tradition, Kebede believes that time has come to introduce some mechanization into their work. "It would be good to use machines because that way we could make more pots and vases every day," she says. "At the moment, we use our hands to do everything."
Unlike some craftspeople in other parts of the country, the potters of Kechene enjoy meeting outsiders and passing on their skills. "I am happy to teach other people about pottery," says Menale. "I have made three or four trips around the country to teach other potters." ^
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Although practiced in many parts of the country, the Kechene-way of vase making takes care at every stage to ensure the durability of the product. "It starts off with selecting only good quality mud," says Menale. "The quality of the mud is important to ensure a good final product."
Until recently, the women potters or their immediate family used to travel long distances in search of the mud. "Nowadays, other people bring the mud using donkeys and we buy it from them," says Kebede. "We are more concentrated on the moulding and designing."
Several additives, including coloured clay, sand, and animal dung, are added to the basic mud to thicken it. When all the ingredients have been blended together it is kneaded to a good plasticity. The whole process will take around five days before the 'enriched' mud is ready for moulding.
"Because I have done it for many years, I need less than thirty minutes to shape the mud into a vase," says Kebede as she scoops a handful of soaked mud and, using a simple instrument made of sheepskin, gently rolls and shapes it into a perfect circle. She repeats the same process by adding more coils of mud, her hands move deftly from the base to the top of the vase, smoothing it out.
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                                        2. The Wonders of the World in Ethiopia 
“Unfortunately,    ma-people   in   the Europe think of Ethiopia only as a country of famine, poverty, war and political instability. These factors have become major obstacles that have blocked the mind of many to recognize the reality and the accurate picture of the country. Various outstanding natural and cultural treasures are therefore masked by these images. .The "prejudice has been discouraging foreign visitors and investors to come to Ethiopia.
However, contrary to the aforementioned stereotyped picture of the country, Ethiopia is a" gifted land of many unique and wonderful natural and cultural features.. Just to mention the prominent ones, Ethiopia:
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is a country of the most ancient
kingdoms in Africa, dated back to
about 3000 years.

· is considered as the cradle of
human kind and the home of
human ancestors.   The fossil of
Lucy (Dinknesh) which dates back
to about 3.18 million years old is
the most prominent one.

· the only African country to posses
an alphabet more than 2,000 years
old.

· is the only African country to have
survived European colonialism.

· has a unique calendar which is
identified by the 13 months of
Sunshine and it is now preparing
for the celebration of the memory
of the end of the second millennium.
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is the origin of six plants, namely
Teff, Coffee, Enset, Dagussa, Nug
and Chat.

· has been called "the roof of Africa"
for     its     most     outstanding
topographical features.

has been regarded as the "Water
tower of North East Africa"
It is the source of the Blue Nile, the
longest river in the World.

· is the second populated country in
Africa, rendering it a significant
demographic power in the region.

· is the home of hospitable and
friendly people. Hospitability is one
of the prominent cultural features
by which most of the Ethiopians
are well-known.

· is a country of many and Varied
flora and fauna, some of which are
endemic to Ethiopia.

· is a country of many wonderful
geological features such as Dalol
depression (one of the lowest
depressions in the world) and the
Ertale active   volcano, Sof Omar
cave and others.

In addition to the abovementioned major features, Ethiopia has also eight outstanding heritage sites, which are registered on the world Heritage list by UNESCO. According to the chronological order of their recognition they are:
· The   Rock-hewn   churches   of
Lalibela
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The Semien National Park
· The  Gondar  Palace  and  the
Gondarine style monuments

· Archaeological and historical sites
in Axum

-
The      Paleaontological      and
Prehistoric site in the Lower
Valley of Awash
—
The prehistoric site in Tiya

-
The      Paleaontological      and
Prehistoric site in the Ото Valley,
and
—
Harer Jegol and the fortified
historic town.
Among these world heritage sites of the country, the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela are considered by many to be one of the great wonders of the ancient world. The churches were built in the 12th century A.D. during the reign of king Lalibela. The churches are located in the centre of Lalibela town surrounded by villagers. The well-known rock-hewn churches of Lalibela are eleven in, number. According to their location, they are divided in to three groups separated by the seasonal river Jordan. The first group comprises six churches located north of the Jordan river. These are Bete Medhane Alem, Bete Mariam, Bete Meskel, Bete Denagel, Bete Debre-Sina and Bete Golgota. The second group comprises of four churches situated south of the Jordan River. They are Bete Gebriel, Bete Amanuel, Bete Merkorios and Bete Abba Libanos. The third one, Bete Giorgis is located in isolation on a slopping rock terrace southwest of both the first and the second group of churches.

One of the outstanding features of the rock- hewn churches of Lalibela is their mode of construction. The churches were carved with all their architectural elements out of the living solid rock, without joining any piece of stone together. The initial plan seems from ground level downwards. The work was apparently started at the top and continued to the bottom (the base) of the church. It is believed that during construction, a large area was marked out first and then wide trenches were excavated on all sides, isolating in the center a huge block of rock.
Clinics in Addis. Having paid a fair amount of money for the registration, my son and I were sent to the doctor on duty. The illness of my son was a splitting headache incessantly escorted by an extremely high fever. That doctor, after examining my kid, gave me a piece of paper and told me to take my son to the laboratory for blood test. I paid nearly 30 Birr for that and based on the "result" of the final diagnosis, the doctor gave us a reads, that prescription "Moxiclav-Forte(syrup)" along with 
It is ridiculous, for example, that a patient is charged a big sum of money whenever a doctor, a nurse, a dresser or who knows, may be a janitor and gardener enters the patient's room
one of the painkiller syrups. When I asked the doctor as to what was the disease of my son, he said that it was an infection, somewhere in his body, which I suppose, he himself did not know it by name. Then, we went out, bought the medicines and my son began taking them immediately. At normal conditions, I understand by common sense that a disease should react to a medicine after some doses have been taken if an accurate diagnosis is carried out. However, my son could not show any progress even after two days. Therefore, I took him to that same higher clinic in the evening of the third day. We got another young doctor and I told him that the medicine my son was taking did not help my kid. That doctor, too, sent us to the laboratory and we paid nearly 30 Birr of the obligatory nameless "tax" for the second time. After he "analyzed" what the lab technician wrote on that piece of paper, that young doctor proudly announced that my kid did not have any malignant illness and added also that he should continue taking the already prescribed medicines. I reluctantly said OK, for I did not have any option in that very moment and went home. A day after, no progress was visible yet. When I was about to lose my son, {what an irresistible phrasel} I took him to a friend of mine, a medical doctor, and it was then that the venomous disease by which my kid was suffering a lot was finally identified. That malicious disease was the so-called typhoid and with the expense of only seven Br., save the laboratory expenses, everything was calmed down. That clinic, that bloody higher clinic rather, which is full of quakes and pseudo-gadgetry, caused me to get worried a lot by the exacerbation of my kid's health condition and to unnecessarily expend well over Birr 200. When I think of such health institutions, I get scared, and when I think of those victims of such immoral "professionals", I really become disheartened on behalf of all other citizens who go there.
For your surprise, you may hear from some observers that people who go on foot to some health centers may come back dead due to an erroneous and unprofessional surgical operation or medical treatment. Besides such kinds of unforgivable fatal errors, many of the staff members in such institutions are said to be ethically poor and professionally below standard. For example, people say that there are medical workers who insult or even slap their patients. And according to some public suggestions, nowadays, especially private health centers are irrationally profiting or rather robbing to the extent of charging their in-patients an amount of money almost equivalent to a four-star international hotel just only for the bed to one night. It is ridiculous, for example,
that a patient is charged a big sum of money whenever a doctor, a nurse, a dresser or who knows, may be a janitor and gardener enters the patient's room. It is therefore highly dangerous if such selfish people are let free to do whatever they like in the name of healthcare development in the country. They have to come to their conscious or any other external body should take care of this case before this sector becomes the cage of burglars.
As we have seen earlier, it is not only in the health sector that professional ethics and moral fibers are lacking. This is practically true almost everywhere. Hence, it should be the responsibility of all to tackle the social evils that are corroding our integration and the fabrics of humanity in general. In this regard, the government, educational institutions, teachers and the community at large have to play their indispensable role in shaping the young generation through any means including ethical education.”
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                           Candlestick made from the “sand stone”                Ancient Ethiopian monuments
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The most famous of them, which are recognized today as the warriors’ tombstones.
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National handmade things from local 
pumpkin – colebas.                                 The view on capital of Ethiopia – Addis Ababa.
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                                                                Handmade casket          
3. National Cuisine
In this paragraph we shall try to sum information about national Ethiopian food. Most of peoples in Ethiopia eat vegetative and milky meal: these are ingera, biddene, some spicy foods and soups and the most famous Ethiopian meat dish – tibs. 
4. Spiritual Culture
The term “ritual” usually makes one immediately imagine dramatic and mysterious tribal manifestations like body painting and cattle in southern Ethiopia. Jumping one witnesses in southern simply and generally a set of actions performed regularly  at a fixed time in the same way, as a part of a ceremony, with a Rhythm, frequency and symbolism whether religious, social, medical or personal of their own. In Ethiopia, rituals are the important part of life. For example, births, deaths, marriages are never considered without rituals. Ethiopia has many of them. I could not mention everything, but in this wonderful culture dances, food and some actions are connected with spiritual world.
5. National Dances

National dances in Ethiopia are very various and have different deep meaning. Here are the photos of the most popular ones, which you can see in many places in Addis-Ababa.
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                                                                        6. National Clothing
Ethiopia has its own, original way of clothing. Here are some photos of traditional Ethiopian clothes.


As you can see from my small project Ethiopia has the ancient, original and very interesting culture. Most of  the people from Europe and Asia think about Ethiopia in stereotypes. It would be very useful for your education and mind to know more about this wonderful country. It was very exciting for me to do this work. I collected the information from Ethiopian newspapers and magazines, visited museums, culture centres, cafes, shops, restaurants, took part in some national holidays, spoke with the people. I liked even local food and music.
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