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UNKNOWN STONEHENGE
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Stonehenge is one of the most famous and mysterious ruins in the world today. An ancient megalith or stone monument, it is situated in the middle of Salisbury Plain, to the northwest of Southampton. Located in southern England near the picturesque cathedral town of Salisbury, it is a stone and earth monument whose history goes back nearly 5,000 years. It has been associated with all sorts of astronomical and religious myths. On June 21 when the sun rises immediately over the Hell Stone of the circle and casts its shadow on the Altar Stone in the middle, each year thousands of visitors gather for a festival to mark the summer solstice, or mid-summer. 
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But what does it all mean, and who were the people who built it?

What was Stonehenge used for? 

Why was Stonehenge built?
How these vast stones were transported so far and erected?
How were they got to stand upright?
These are the questions that ring in the mind of every person who has ever seen this awesome and puzzling place. 
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Stonehenge is probably the world's best-known megalithic site. A megalith is a standing stone monument. It is a stone and earth monument whose history goes back nearly 5,000 years. 
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Stonehenge is one of the most famous and mysterious ruins in the world today. An ancient megalith, or stone monument, Stonehenge has fascinated scientists and ordinary people for over eight hundred years. 
The monument consists of 162 stones and is about 30 metres across. The stones are called menhirs. Some are sandstone, and others are blue stone. The ruins of the magnificent circular stone structure stand inside a bank and ditch arrangement. Scientists have named the outer ring of stones, the sarsen circle. Inside that circle is another circle, of bluestones, and then a sarsen horseshoe. The innermost structure is a horseshoe of bluestones. All of this is around the Altar Stone, a bluestone that is situated near the back of the inner horseshoe.
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Why was Stonehenge built? Who has constructed Stonehenge? These are the questions that ring in the mind of every person who has ever seen this awesome and puzzling place. Exact purpose of construction is not known. Also nobody knows who has constructed it. On these questions there are some variants of answers.
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· Place of ritual ceremonies and burials / sacrifices.

· Temple of the Sun.
· Symbol of authority of prehistoric priests.
· City Dead.
· Pagan cathedral or sacred refuge on blessed the god to the ground.
· Astronomical observatory of ancient scientists.
· Place of landing of spacecrafts of UFO.
· Prototype of a modern computer.
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There have been many theories over the years as to who built the site and why.
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Probably the most famous one is that the Druids built it as a place of worship. The problem with this theory is that there were no Druids in England at the time it was built, and the Druids preferred places with trees for their worship.

Another theory is that it was some sort of religious site where human sacrifices were made, but this theory is the weakest of all, since no human remains have been found there. There is some evidence that ashes of cremated bodies were placed in the Aubrey holes, but much later than the original time the site was built.
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One more, and the best theory, is that it was some sort of astronomical observatory. The sun rises directly over the heel stone on midsummer's day. It is not very likely that this is a coincidence. The problem with this theory is that over the 5000 years that it has stood, mid-summer's day has changed, and so has the position oft he sun. However, people have estimated that 5000 years ago, mid-summer's day was June 24, and that the sun would have risen over the Heel Stone then.
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Other calculations show that it could have been used to predict solar and lunar eclipses, and perhaps even as a daily calendar. We will probably never know exactly why the site was built. One thing is certain, though. It was built for an important purpose.
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Stonehenge is one of the most intriguing puzzles of the history.

Stonehenge, a circular group of huge stones was built on Salisbury plain in western England between 3000 and 1000 BC.
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There are two stone circles in Stonehenge. The first stone – circle is consisted of small bluestones. They say the stones were brought from the Prescelly Mountains. They are located 240 miles away from Stonehenge. The bluestones weigh up to 4 tons each. About 80 stones were used in construction. 

The giant sarsen stones form the second circle. They weigh up to 50 tons each. They were transported from the Marlborough Downs, located 20 miles to the north. 

Who built Stonehenge? How did the “builders” transport giant stones? These questions are unanswered even today.
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The legend of King Arthur says that a great magician Merlin brought the stones to the Salisbury plain from Ireland.

Historians and scientists can’t determine the social functions of Stonehenge. It could be used as a market, a temple, a calendar or the gathering place for religions ceremonies connected with the Sun and Moon. Stonehenge, maybe, was a kind of huge computer itself? Who knows?

"Stonehenge" came from the Saxons. Originally, they called it Stanhenge. Stan is Old English for stone, and henge means "to hang." There are several theories as to the origin of this unusual name. The most popular of which is that the stones seemed to hang in the air. 
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Stonehenge has been decoded, analyzed and debated for   hundreds of years but does any one knows what it means?

For most parts of the year the sunrise can’t even be seen from the centre of the monument. But on the longest day of the year, the June 21st summer solstice, the rising sun appears behind one of the main stones, creating the illusion that it is balancing on the stone.
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This stone, called the “Heel Stone”, sits along a wide laneway, known as the Avenue, which extends from the northeast corner of the main monument. The rising Sun creeps up the length of the rock, creating a shadow that extends deep into the heart of five pairs of sarsen stone Trilithons - two pillar stones with one laid across the top - in the shape of a horseshoe that opens up towards the rising sun.

Just as the Sun clears the horizon, it appears to hover momentarily on the tip of the Heel Stone. A few days later, on midsummer’s day, the sun will appear once again, but this time, it will begin to move to the right of the heel stone. The same phenomenon happens again during the winter solstice, only it’s in the opposite direction and a sunset. Both indicate a change of the season.       
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The megalithic ruin known as Stonehenge is not a single structure but consists of a series of earth, timber, and stone structures that were revised and re-modeled over a period of more than 1400 years. 
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The Sarsen Circle, about 108 feet (33 metres) in diameter, was originally comprised of 30 neatly trimmed upright sandstone blocks of which only 17 are now standing. The stones are evenly spaced approximately 1.0 to 1.4 metres apart, and stand on average 13 feet (4 metres) above the ground. They are about 6.5 feet (2 metres) wide and 3 feet (1 metre) thick and taper towards the top. They originally supported sarsen lintels forming a continuous circle around the top. Each lintel block has been shaped to the curve of the circle. The average length of the rectangular lintels is 3.2 metres (10' 6"). The lintels were fitted end-to end using tongue-and-groove joints, and fitted on top of the standing sarsen with mortice and tenon joints. The Sarsen Circle with its lintels is perhaps the most remarkable feature of Stonehenge in terms of design, precision stonework, and engineering

Sarsen stones are hard-grained sandstone with siliceous cement. They were probably brought to the site from the Marlborough Downs, about 30 kilometres to the north of Stonehenge. 
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The Trilithons are ten upright stones arranged as five freestanding pairs each with a single horizontal lintel. They were erected within the Sarsen Circle in the form of a horseshoe with the open side facing north-east towards the main entrance of the monument. They were arranged symmetrically and graded in height; the tallest is in the central position. Only three of the five Trilithons are now complete with their lintels. The other two both have only one standing stone with the second stone and lintel lying on the ground.
In front of them can be seen two of the upright bluestones, which originally formed an oval inside the horseshoe of Trilithons 

The term "Bluestone" refers to various types of mostly igneous rocks including dolerites, rhyolites, and volcanic ash. It also includes some sandstone. The Bluestones at Stonehenge are believed to have originated from various outcrops in the Preseli Hills in Pembrokeshire in Wales. How they were transported to the site at Stonehenge has been the subject of much speculation.

At this time was also laid out an earthwork known as the Avenue that extends north-east from the break in the bank-and-ditch. 
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Located further along the Avenue, and most likely dating to this period, is the so-called Heel Stone. The sarsen Heel Stone is approximately 16 feet high (4.88 metres), with another 4 feet (1.22 metres) buried below ground. The Heel Stone is surrounded by a circular ditch of approximately the same dimensions as the ditch surrounding each of the two Station Stones. The stone now leans out of vertical but most likely once stood upright. Originally, the Heel Stone may have been paired with another stone now missing. 

The naturally shaped heel stone is about 20 feet long and 8 feet wide by 7 feet thick. Its lower 4 feet is buried in the ground and it weighs an estimated 35 tons. It is made up of natural sandstone called sarsen which are thought to have come from Marlborough Downs, 20 miles to the north of Stonehenge. Currently the heel stone leans inward toward the circle at an angle of about 30 degrees from the perpendicular, but it is believed that the stone was once standing straight. Circling the stone about 12 feet from its base is a covered ditch filled with chalk.

The Slaughter Stone located on the north-east side in a break in the bank-and-ditch and is regarded as the main entrance of the monument. 
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Station Stones (only two survive) which stand approximately on the circle of Aubrey holes. They formed a rectangle perpendicular to the midsummer sunrise line of the monument. Of the two still standing, one is naturally shaped while the other is slightly tooled.
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Finally, mention should be made of the so-called Altar Stone, a large dressed block of sandstone that lies embedded in the ground within the Trilithon Horseshoe and "in front of" of the central and largest Trilithon pair. Two fallen stones now lie across it. The stone is believed to be Cosheston Beds Sandstone from south Wales, and is the only example of this type of stone at Stonehenge. It is 16 feet long (4.9 metres), 3 feet 6 inches wide (1 metre), and 1 foot 9 inches thick (0.5 metres). 
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Lying on the windswept plains of southern England, Stonehenge, with its construction of massive stones, or megaliths, evokes wonder and haunts our imagination: how was Stonehenge created, and why?
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Like Rome, Stonehenge wasn't built in a day. Over 25 generations were involved. Most of it was the result of human muscle and a system of ropes and wooden levers used to transport the massive stones. Primitive tools, such as red deer antlers, were used to dig up the chalky countryside of Salisbury Plain, which was then taken away on ox shoulder blades.
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In fact, it evolved over about 1,600 years. It began nearly 5,000 years ago in the late Stone Age when workers hacked out a circular ditch and built an earthen embankment enclosing an area about 330 feet (100 meters) across. Sometime between 2900 and 2400 BC, several of the holes became repositories for ashes. These ashes, archaeologists believe, are from the cremation, or ritual burning, of dead bodies.
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A thousand years later, new builders erected a monumental circle of linked sarsen stones, a form of very hard sandstone. They also raised an inner horseshoe-shaped design of ten megaliths, which stand up to 23 feet (7 meters) tall and weigh as much as 45 tons each. Perhaps using a system of levers, timber, and ropes, the builders topped these slabs with horizontal stones called lintels, thus forming five Trilithons, or squared arches. Around them they placed a ring of somewhat smaller sarsens rising about 25.5 feet (8 meters) from the ground and bearing their own lintels.
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The bluestones are believed to have come from much farther—the Presley Mountains, nearly 385 kilometers away. They were rafted from Wales by sea and river.  The sarsens were dragged from the Avebury Hills by haulage teams, probably aided by oxen. The stones were then tipped end-first into pits dug into the sub-surface chalk. The lintels for the Trilithons were raised on wooden cribs or by using earthen ramps. 
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The construction of this megalithic monument is both confusing and mystifying. It is considered to be a process of blood, sweet, and tears. But to the builders, it may have just been a way of life.
Stonehenge is one of England's greatest icons. It is called “A Megalithic Mystery”.
Construction of Stonehenge was broken into three periods:

Stonehenge Period I (c. 2950-2900 BC)

The first period of Stonehenge was basically a circular enclosure outlined by two banks and a ditch with an entrance to the northeast and a standing stone a bit away from the entrance. The native Neolithic people of England constructed it using deer antlers as picks.
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The outer circle was made from earth and even though it is now mostly destroyed, it was about 380 feet in diameter, 8 feet wide and 2 or 3 feet high.

The ditch (more like pits) was not uniform in shape or depth and it varied in width from 10 - 20 feet and a depth of 4.5 - 7 feet. 
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 Stonehenge: Phase I
Archaeologists have been able to use the varied fragments (picks made of red deer antlers, scoops made of oxen shoulder blades, and some pottery fragments) found near the bottom of the ditch to help date its construction.

From the center of the circle facing northeast is the entrance into Stonehenge. It is about 35 feet wide and is set so that a person standing in the center of Stonehenge can see the sun rise on midsummer morning just to the left of the heel stone.

Inside the circle are 56 Aubrey holes (named after their 17th century discoverer John Aubrey) which vary from 2.5 - 6 feet in width, and 2 - 4 feet in depth. They were spaced quite accurately in a 288 foot diameter circle with an average center point for each hole of 19 inches. 
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At this time The Heel stone was also placed. It is the considered the most important stone at the site, weighing 35 tons. It has a pointed top, and its placement has been the cause of a lot of the theories surrounding the site. During the summer solstice (Midsummer Day) if you stand in the center of the circle, you will see the sun rise directly over the pointed tip of the heel stone. 

Lastly, Stonehenge's old ditch bank entrance was widened another 25 feet and a 40 foot wide "Avenue" lined by parallel banks and ditches 47 feet apart extended out from it. Even though it is hard to see now, the Avenue originally went northeast from Stonehenge and slowly curved right for 2 miles to the river Avon.

Two parallel stones were erected at the entrance to the circle, one of which, the Slaughter Stone, still survives. Also surviving are two Station Stones, positioned across from each other on opposite sides of the circle, which may also have been erected during this time. 

Stonehenge Period II (c. 2900-2400 BC)

During this stage of construction, a double circle of about 60-80 stones was placed in the middle of the circle formed by the ditch. These stones are called "blue stones" (from their original coloring) and a few remain today. They are the smallest stones used at the site, but they still each weighed about 4 tons. They came from the Preseli Mountains in South Wales, nearly 250 miles away. It is intriguing to wonder, however, what makes the Stonehenge site so special that so much effort would be expended to drag the giant stones 250 miles instead of constructing the monument near the quarry. 

Although no one knows for sure how they got there, it is thought they were transported mostly on barges, using the sea and rivers, and barely had to travel over land at all. For some reason, this circle of stones was never completed and was partly replaced with a horseshoe arrangement of larger stones. 

Stonehenge Period III (c. 2550-1600 BC)

Stonehenge's third period was the longest and contained the most changes of all the periods. It is responsible for the stone circle that is still visible today. 
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A 100 foot diameter circle of 30 sarsen-stone (weighing up to 50 tons each) uprights capped by a continuous ring of sarsen lintels was erected in the center of the site. Sarsen is a very hard form of sandstone found particularly on the Marlborough Downs some 18 miles to the north. This circle surrounded a horseshoe-shaped setting of five sarsen Trilithons (formations in which two uprights support a lintel) with its opening pointing to the northeast side. No other megalithic structure in northwestern Europe displays the precision and architectural refinement that Stonehenge does.

Sarsens and Lintels
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Within this stone ring was erected a horseshoe formation of the same construction, using 10 upright stones. Here the Trilithons (set of two uprights plus the lintel) stand separated from one another, in 5 pairs. Eight of the original ten stones remain. The horseshoe shape opens directly towards the Slaughter Stone and down the Avenue, aligned with the summer solstice sunrise. 
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Stonehenge at the end of Phase III
About a century later, about 20 bluestones gathered from Stonehenge II were placed in a horseshoe shape inside the sarsen horseshoe. Less than half of these remain. The Altar Stone is the biggest of these newly-arranged bluestones that remains. 
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General consensus is the first erected stones were those of the bluestones. They were set up in two concentric circles made of at least 82 bluestone Menhirs (large, rough-hewn standing stones). These stones weighed about 5 tons each and were 6 feet apart - 35 feet from the center. 
It is also felt that the Altar Stone was placed during this period.

About 100 years later the bluestones were dismantled and the Stonehenge as we see it today started to show. 
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Already in the 18th century the British antiquarian William Stukeley had noticed that the horseshoe of great Trilithons and the horseshoe of 19 bluestones at Stonehenge opened up in the direction of the midsummer sunrise. It was quickly surmised that the monument must have been deliberately oriented and planned so that on midsummer's morning the sun rose directly over the Heel Stone and the first rays shone into the centre of the monument between the open arms of the horseshoe arrangement.
View from the center of 
Stonehenge towards the Heel Stone
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At the midwinter solstice the setting sun sinks between the two uprights of the largest Trilithon and behind the altar stone - thought by many to symbolize the death of the year. 
A photograph of the sun rising over the Heel Stone
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This discovery has had tremendous impact on how Stonehenge has been interpreted. This alignment implied a ritualistic connection with sun worship and it was generally concluded that Stonehenge was constructed as a temple to the sun. It can be used to predict such events as eclipses. In other words, Stonehenge was more than a temple, it was an astronomical calculator. 
The alignment also made it clear that whoever built Stonehenge had precise astronomical knowledge of the path of the sun and, moreover, must have known before construction began precisely where the sun rose at dawn on midsummer's morning while standing on the future site of the monument. 

Inside the bank were dug 56 holes -- discovered by John Aubrey, and known as the Aubrey Holes -- placed at precisely regular intervals around a concentric circle of about 285 feet in diameter. Archaeological investigations have shown that these holes were not dug to hold upright stones or wooden posts. Besides the Aubrey Holes, of crucial importance are the four Station Stones marked at positions 91, 92, 93, and 94, to form a rectangle that stands in a precise relationship with the centre of the monument and with the Heel Stone. Only two of the Station Stones survive, and one of those may not be original.
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Plan of Stonehenge with the Aubrey holes, the Heel Stone, and the Station Stones 91, 92, 93, 94 marked
By means of the markers in the Aubrey Holes and keeping track of the directions of the sun and the moon, the astronomer at Stonehenge knew the exact orbital period of the Moon and duration of solar year and could predict both lunar and solar eclipses. 
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Given the extreme effort they put into their very difficult and deliberate tasks, it is clear that each group of people involved in the construction of Stonehenge had some definite reasons for doing what they did. But the reasons themselves remain to this day unclear. 
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In 1998 scientists astronomers recreated an original form of Stonehenge with the help of the computer. They carried out various researches. Their conclusions were shocking for many people. It appears that this ancient monolith is not only a solar and lunar calendar as it was supposed earlier, but also represents the exact model of the solar system in a cross-section. According to this model, the solar system consists not of nine, but of twelve planets, two of which are behind the orbit of Pluto, and one more - between the orbit of Mars and Jupiter where the zone of asteroids settles down now. Basically, this model confirms assumptions of a modern astronomical science, and completely coordinates to views of many ancient peoples who also believed, that the number of planets in our solar system is equal twelve.

Stonehenge Restorations

Over the centuries, various attempts have been made to show how Stonehenge may have looked originally. 
Stonehenge on Reconstruction Dr. Stukely (1845)
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                                               Plan                                                     Common view 
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Stonehenge before and after Restoration
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How They Rebuilt Stonehenge

 The first restoration of Stonehenge was launched 100 years ago this year.

The Stonehenge makeover was to gather momentum and more work was carried out in 1919, 1920, 1958, 1959 and 1964. Christopher Chippindale, curator at the Cambridge University Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology and Anthropology, and author of Stonehenge Complete, admits: 'Nearly all the stones have been moved in some way and are standing in concrete.' 
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A stone was straightened and set in concrete in 1901, six further stones in 1919 and 1920, three more in 1959 and four in 1964. There was also the excavation of the Altar stone and re-erection of the Trilithon in 1958. 

A number of the leaning and fallen stones have been straightened and re-erected. These pictures clearly show the rebuilding in progress.
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  Stonehenge Legends 

The story of Stonehenge wouldn't be complete without its legends. These mythical stories serve to explain the meaning of the monument, and maybe even the dangers. One such story says that the henges are gateways to where we originally came from. The legend goes on to suggest that every 5,000 years or so, someone attempts to open one of them, which brings about some horribly catastrophic event.
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But the most popular myth stems from a story written in the 12th century by Geoffrey of Monmouth. According to Monmouth, the king of the Britons, Aurelius, wanted to build a monument over the site of several hundred graves believed to be slain Saxon soldiers. King Aurelius, or the father of King Arthur, asked Merlin the magician where such a monument could be found. Merlin told him to look in a mountain of Ireland where a circle of massive stones stood, named the Giant's Dance. Merlin suggested an expedition to Ireland for the purpose of transplanting the Giant's Ring stone circle to Britain. 

These stones, believed to have the ability to heal, were so named after a myth that they were brought from Africa long ago by giants. King Aurelius and his army tried to dismantle the stones without success. Merlin once again came to help and used his own gear of "engines and other contrivances" to take apart the monument for transport. He later reconstructed the site on Salisbury Plain. It is only one of probably many legends that reflect the inability to explain how the heavy stones could have ever been transported by primitive humans.
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Evil powers have also been associated with Stonehenge. One myth tells the story of the devil who buys magical stones from an Irish woman. He transports them through the air to Salisbury Plain and then dares the entire village to count the stones in a bizarre-type of riddle. The friar of the village tells him there are too many to tell.

It is supposedly impossible to count all the stones. The devil once bet that no one in the nearby village would be able to come up with the right answer. However, a monk replied 'more than could be told'. The devil angrily threw one of the stones at the monk and it bounced off the back of his foot - the outlying stone was then named the Heel Stone.
Merlin and the Giants' Dance
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The stones are believed to be petrified dancing giants who were caught in a sunbeam. The stone circle is said to resemble the giants holding hands, and in folklore is known as the 'Giants' Ring'.

The stones were renowned for their healing properties. If you sat under the stones and water was poured over them then your wounds would be healed.
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There is one legend which is quite funny. According to it the devil built it in one single night. He flew backwards and forwards between Ireland and Salisbury Plain carrying the stones one by one, and putting them in place. While he worked he laughed to himself because he knew that doing so people would have to think how the stones were brought to the site. But a friar or monk who was hiding in a ditch nearby saw this. He surprised the devil and made him very angry. The devil took a stone and threw it hitting the friar on the heel. According to this legend the stone which the devil threw is known as the "heel stone". It still can be seen standing by the side of the road and it really has the form of the heel of a shoe. 
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Druid Connection

The Druids belong in the distant past in Celtic history. They were intelligent and remarkable individuals in a number of ways. Unfortunately, the information we posses on the Druids, is limited. 
Ancient Druids are known to be barefoot, dressed in a knee-length tunic and a hooded cloak. He holds a staff in one hand and in the other a book and a sprig of mistletoe. A bag or scrip hangs from his belt. 
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             Ancient Druids – Celtic priests                     
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A fanciful image of a Druid 
 (Plate from Aylett Sammes,                   

Ancient Druids - Celtic priests

Britannia Antiqua Illustrata,
 1676)
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                                Another fanciful image of a Druid

                                       (Plate from William Stukeley, 
                                       Stonehenge, a Temple Restored
                                       to the British Druids, 1740)
A Druid, holding a sickle and mistletoe, stands in a grove of sacred oak trees with a Stonehenge-like 'temple' (18th century
We know they existed in Britain. Their main function in the society was priesthood, but not only. These Celtic priests acted also often as doctors, teachers, scientists, judges, and advisers to the kings. 

To become a Druid was not an easy task. Druidic training could take as much as 20 years, and since writing was discouraged, the student had to memorize sometimes up to 20,000 sacred verses.
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 They were Sun worshippers, they taught reincarnation, and they believed in the immortality of the soul. These mysterious priests were familiar with the secrets of the universe. They were skilled astronomers and they possessed the ability to read celestial patterns. 

Nature played a vital role in the life of every Druid. Secret rituals were carried out in caves and forests. Certain hills, groves, and stones were considered to sacred. 

What perhaps most characterized the ancient Druids were the spells through which it was believed that they gained their magical powers. 
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They used to meet during a full moon night, near a sacred mound or grove, and if possible during a lighting storm. A circle with elements of the Dragon was traced upon the ground. During the ritual, the priest held his wand high up in the air, while chanting a sequence of magical words loudly pronounced in each of the four directions. Incantation was a method used to summon the great Dragon from which they received their unusual powers. The power was a form of energy that moved through the Druid's body and enabled him to perform magic. 
In the 17th Century John Aubrey made the connection of the ancient Druids to Stonehenge. He had suggested that the Druids were probably responsible for building Stonehenge.
Druid Beliefs
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The word Druidae is of Celtic origin. It is connected with the Greek work drus, meaning "an oak." Dru-wid combines the word roots "oak" and "knowledge" (wid means "to know" or "to see"). The oak (together with the rowan and hazel) was an important sacred tree to the Druids. In the Celtic social system, Druid was a title given to learned men and women possessing "oak knowledge" (or "oak wisdom"). 

Legends say: "The Druids... choose the oak to form groves, and they do not perform any religious rites without its foliage..." 
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They prepare a ritual sacrifice and feast under the tree, and lead up two white bulls whose horns are bound for the first time on this occasion. A priest attired in a white vestment ascends the tree and with a golden pruning hook cuts the mistletoe which is caught in a white cloth. Then next they sacrifice the victims praying that the gods will make their gifts propitious to those to whom they have given it. They believe that if given in drink the mistletoe will give fecundity to any barren animal, and that it is predominant against all poisons." 

Modern Druids

There are around 10,000 practicing Druids in Britain with Druid orders being spread around the country.

These Druid orders meet up regularly and continue the traditions of reading Celtic poetry, while dressed in robes and wearing ancient Celtic symbols. 

There are three sets of people who Druids hold in exceptional honor - the bards, the ovates and the druids.

The bards are singers and poets, and the keepers of tradition.

The ovates are diviners and natural philosophers.

The Druids are learned in natural and moral philosophy.

There are now twelve major orders all over the United Kingdom. 

Spiritual Rebirth

Druids are believers in reincarnation. They believe that the soul is immortal and after a person dies, they are transported to the 'Otherworld'.

They also believe that that person will come back again in another human body. 

The traditional meeting place of the Druids is Stonehenge. 

Druids claim that their religion has marked the summer solstice at Stonehenge for nearly 800 years.

Today's Druids form their traditional circle around the stones every June, with the conch shell sounding to herald a new dawn and new season.
Guiding principles 


Love for and kinship with nature. They believe in reverence for the life force and its ever-renewing cycles of life and death. 
A positive morality is the main principle, in which individuals are responsible for discovering and developing their true nature in harmony with the outer world and larger community. 
Recognition of the divine is important, which transcends gender, acknowledging both the female and male aspects of a deity.

THERE IS MUCH TO LEARN

Over the years many theories have appeared and people continue to present their versions. Of course, the question may need more than one answer. Nobody really knows the truth. But we see that ancient people were very clever, and could construct huge monuments though they did not have machines. 

No matter what the claim has been for Stonehenge's original purpose, the truth is that it has inspired countless generations of people to strive to learn and figure out the history of our past. Stonehenge is somewhat a "gateway to the realms" providing insights into humanities past and showing that maybe we were not as "technically challenged" as some would like us to believe.
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