Siberian fairy tales and legends
   The shortses - one of smallest in number scolded folk of Siberia live in the south of Kemerovskaya region, on border of Altay and Hakassiya  The ethnographic study of  shortses was begun by the  participants of the
Second Academic expedition  lead by F. Miller in 1734.

Now much attention is paid to shortses' folklore.  In 1952 there was published the collection " Shortses' folklore" , written by O.  Blagoveschenskaya  and  N.  Dyrenkova.  The ethnic shortses A.Chudoyakov and S. Torbokov helped very much in studying of their folk.
 Shortses' folklore is represented in several genres: heroic poem, fairy tales home and fantastic contents, tales and legends, riddles, proverbs and sayings, history songs, ancient heroic poems. 

 The Genres of  shortses' folklore shows hunting lifestyle.  The most skillful legendsayers were the shortses of seoks Aba, Cheley, Kalar.      

 The Most respectable spirits among the shorts there were a mountain spirit and a water spirit.  The Spirit of the mountains was considered not only as a master of the mountain, but also as a master of taiga with all its inhabitants. The Molting of the beasts shortses considered the payment a danmark to their master.  

 Regrettably, culture and history of this Siberian nationality is not studied yet. But there are very many fairy tales in which we can see lifestyle of the shortses.

The shortses love and never abandon their own native places. They are located  in Mountainous Shoriya, in one of the most beautiful places of  Siberia. 

So loving their nature and people they tell fairy-tales.                                      

Quick-witted  otter.

Look at the animals and birds.  They seem to live carelessly and freely.

You’ll  see among  them  neither  highborn  princes  possessing  enormous  and  plentiful  lands,  nor  rich  men,  cunning  and  greedy,  enslaving  their

relatives through debts  and  fraud.

But  nevertheless  they  have  to  pay  their  contribution:  every  year  birds give  up  their  feathers,  animals – their  pelts.

That’s  why  every  spring  animals  and  birds  change  their  fluffy  coats  for  winter  ones.

Thus  they  pay  a  contribution,  being  under  obligation  to  the  Masters

of  Land  and  Water. The  animals  and  birds  living  on  the  land,  pay  

a  contribution  to  the  Master  of  the  Mountains  and  Taiga,  those  who 

live  in  the  water – to  the  Master  of  the  Rivers  and  Lakes.

Only  the  Otter  pays  contribution  neither  to  the  Master  of  the  Mountains,  nor  to  the  Master  of  the  Rivers,  because  he  lives  part  of  the  time  on  the  mountains,  part  of  the  time  in  the  water. When  the  Master  of  the  Mountains  asks  him:

   – Where  do  you  live,  you  monster? – The Otter  answers  playfully

smiling  with  his  moustache:

   – I  live  in  water.

When  the  Master  of  the  Rivers  asks  him:

   – Where  do  you  live, my  beauty? – He  answers:

   – My  home  is  over  there  on  the  taiga  mountain.

 When  the  Master  of  the  Mountains  is  angry  with  him  and  demands  his  contribution, he  asks:

   – To  whom  do  you  pay  your  contribution?  You, difficult  animal!

   – To  the  Master  of  the  Rivers, – he  answers  laughing.

When  he  is  asked  by  the  Master  of  the  Rivers,  he  answers:

   – I  pay  it  to  the  Master  of  the  Mountains.

Thus he  pays  nothing.  The Otter neither  casts  off  his  coat,  nor changes  his  nice  fluffy  pelt.   

The Fairy tale reflects the hunting lifestyle of shortses. And also it shows the traits of the shortses’ character.

There are also very beautiful legends except fairy tales where the shortses are main characters.  One of them is about a name of river Tom.

Many years ago there lived a young boy Karnygan and a young girl Tom.

They loved each other, but the cruel spirit Ayna did not like it. He wanted to fight with Karnygan. The battle lasted many days and nights.

And they got angry Erlinhan - a c cruel spirit – and he has transformed Karnygan and Ayna in high mountains. When Tom knew about it she cried and with tears changed in live water. So these two mountains rise near the Siberian river Tom.

There are many museums for keeping culture of the Siberian folk. One of them is Tomskaya Pisanitsa. The Museum of Tomskaya Pisanitsa helps to understand the culture of shortses.
