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Introduction

 Visiting different cities and towns of our country, we visit their places of interest and notice various architectural peculiarities. How beautiful and varied our towns are! They have their own history, appearance and character but we suddenly notice some general outlines. What are they? On the first sight they are too sharp but then they become inviting. We stop, look at them, and understand that our interest to this phenomenon doesn’t go away but, on the contrary, we want to look at it and wonder more and more.
Graffiti: is it an art or the daring challenge to moral principles of society? What are the sources, reasons of its popularity? How do different age groups react on graffiti? We would like to consider all of these questions and many other interesting facts about this phenomenon in our work.
The word “graffiti” arises from Italian “graffito”, i.e. “scratched”. Some of the street artists don’t like this etymology. There is no denying, we have great difference between ‘informal’ signs ‘buying and selling’ which were founded on the ancient Roman walls (what are they, Italian roots) and modern art ‘graffiti’. This difference is ‘a gap of a great size’ not only temporary but stylistic. Besides, it doesn’t actually mean ‘to scratch’  among the seriously masters nowadays: emery paper or a glazier’s diamond are for a vandal, but not for an artist. Nevertheless, graffiti came from there – from signs like ‘Here was Milroy, Nick, Tom …’ or Lord Byron. Yes, he is really Lord Byron! If you’ll find yourself in Sheylon Castle, you can find out which column of gloomy casemate reserved the autograph of the restless genius. Of course, not all the signs were so artless. Among them there were heartfelt initiations and magic formulas. For many years nameless authors unburden their hearts on the walls, made the declarations of love to the ladies – love, or damned disagreeable rules. Sometimes graffiti became an inexhaustible source of inspiration. The word ‘fate’ (or fortune), which were inscribed on the wall of Notre Dame de Paris, helped Victor Hugo to write his famous novel.

I. Graffiti. Is it an art or a challenge to the society? Why do people write on the walls?

The word ‘graffiti’ has two main meanings:1) graffito(Italian) – ‘scratched’, an ancient signs of domestic character, or the pictures scratched on the walls of the caves, buildings; 2) the modern street art.

Graffiti has many schools and currents: from old fashioned ‘inflatable’ letters to refined ‘wild stile’ which is usually made by great masters, when the whimsical arts of writing are combined all together and the involved patterns are formed. All of these are supplemented by the individual peculiarities of each author.

Life of the writers is not as carefree and empty as many opponents of this art think. The illegal life of writers is not only the reason for the brawls with the parents, insults of passers–by, incomprehension with their relatives and friends but the cause of conflicts with representatives of law and order.  Self–expression and the searches of own styles are very important in graffiti. Writers don’t like copycats – those, who try to make use of others. Biting (the imitating of stranger stiles) is misplaced in graffiti too.  Today there are many people which try to write graffiti for the simple reason - it is in fashion. 

The History of Graffiti 

Graffiti has many currents today. One of the most popular is the Street Art (writing with the posters, labels, stencils). It isn’t as common as bombing or writing. But at the same time it is more decorative and colorful.  By the way, most people fond of graffiti, study in high or secondary institutions
 and many of them work and have high estates. You know these people, their names but you can’t even imagine that they really go to the streets to create masterpieces of modern but not properly understood type of art!

These boys live for graffiti and they are sure that they will be true to it forever. You see, nobody can choose the writer’s mould character. Bright examples of the phrase “Graffiti – for the whole life!” are monsters like the GRAFFITI ART, COPE2, T – KID (USA) – the representatives of an OLD SCHOOL. 

Since the 70th they haven’t only stayed among writers but they have passed through 30 years with tanks in their hands and great experience behind their backs.

The beginning of the underground culture which is known as Graffiti Art has started at the end of 60th, when one boy from New York began to scratch his nickname TAKI 183 on the walls of the underground stations. Many teenagers were interested in these signs and soon they also started writing their nicknames on the walls. Then more and more original writers appeared and it divided into different directions and currents. 

Since 1974 the development of styles led to the appearance of the first color pictures in which the main heroes were characters of cartoons and comics. That time was the golden age the Graffiti Art: the books were written, the video appeared, and the documentary film “Style” was done. To the beginning of the 80th not only USA but Europe were absorbed by the underground culture.

So, Graffiti is a whole culture and who knows what masterpieces it will bring at the 2000th. Graffiti came with the fashion of break dance in Russia. Our writers decorated the festivals of break dance first, and then they began to write on the walls of the cities. Nowadays, this appearance hasn’t age limits in Russia: it’s popular among 15 and 30 years old as well.

Besides, single writers DECK, KRAK, КУБ, PCHELA, ЕТО, DAVEN (the nicknames of the modern famous writers), started uniting into CREWS: FRB, BAM315, and WC. So their work was not only more productive but more serried, because a crew is a common spirit. It’s not needed to draw together. It is important to have feeling of mutual support. Today there are round 100 crews well engaged in graffiti (there are about 70 in Moscow) in Russia. We can name some of the most known commands: Moby Crew, BFG Team, Uptown Moscow Crew, Depict Crew, SPP Crew, STC, and GZ Crew.

Five fingers of graffiti

Graffiti is not only an art but a style of life. Great masters of this art have their own philosophy and rules. These rules are the so called Code of honor for those who want to be writers. Here they are. 
 Graffiti is as simple and clear piece, as your five fingertips on your hand. It is necessary to look attentively at them.  If you can understand what is the matter and what is graffiti, read further... 

There are some things you need to know to achieve success in graffiti.
 First, you have to learn the history – it will help you to understand that it will be easier to penetrate into essence of an affair if you know the process of the development. Second, you must learn the rules of the game: if you don’t follow them, you risk to be excluded of it. Third, work hard to be a good fellow. Fourth, a looser likes to chat and is needed in audience, but you shouldn’t succumb to provocation, try to be engaged in business, it is better to draw at home, than talk about the weather in the evening somewhere else in the center. Fifth, you are good fellow and you are not good at the same time. Keep your brains cold, you must always remember: to get puffed up still early and if you are pleased with yourself, you must work hardly more! 

These are five fingers on your left hand, remember them well and soon you can use your knowledge in business! 

There are five fingers on your right hand too, read these rules attentively and soon you could use them in great cause!
The first is history.  Graffiti was used by cave people, the Romans and the Egyptians as well. The same was made by the Indians, the Greeks and the Americans. Graffiti appeared in the New York underground a year after it has been constructed. There is graffiti on the Moon too. If graffiti is a form of vandalism, then the person has marked far space with dust. All these facts show that you have normal desire to immortalize the name in our world. 

Some more rules.

· You are nobody to the following point.
· It is required a lot of time and effort before you only recognize the existence, and it is even more, before we will dare to look at these scribbles which will be your name. To speed up the process of your acceptance in graffiti, you can: (А) - choose a clever name which defines the norm of plain slang. 
· Be SELECTIVE!!! (В) - use paint, receive the experience of  caps, be cunning, study styles of a spelling  using any opportunity,  write  your name in the big sizes every time you believe, 3х6 meters is nothing else. Do not use thin markers and don’t write on dirty walls.

· The jealousy is an illness of the weakest.

· Your heart is your greatest possession; do not allow anyone to steal it. 
 Do not color the houses representing a cultural value, do not draw on the houses where people live, do not write above the names of other writers, especially above their works, writing on gravestones is also prohibited: the pictures on the memorial walls and cars are death! Those who write above others’ works deserve contempt. The only one thing they achieve is a huge indignation and desire of punishment by owners of works, with all the following consequences. Separately and hard case is a damage of works when moral is powerless: not only have that lives in full dung so tried to fill with it all around. In result there is the CONTEMPT FOREVER. 

The third is the development of style. Pawn a finger and read further! At this stage you can copy everything what you will want. Everything your grown-ups will react: ‘Oh, how charming it is!’ Shortly, adopt the good receptions, color combinations and letters; try to reflect it as possible as you can, first on paper. Never worry, it obliges you with debt - everyone operates under standards for the first time. However, style is not yet all.  You must understand why do the transition and the combination of letters you drew are floating and rhythmically bound. And why colors with which you have drawn look perfectly and transfer mood you wanted to reflect on the wall. Style is a process which conducts to touching result. One day you will understand that you can invent new forms of letters for self-affirmation. 

The fourth is the law. You should remember that the police are not indifferent to graffiti; their work requires regarding you as a villain, depending on how many you’ve made. And when you will kill enough walls, they will certainly want to meet with you. Provide as maximum safety to your work as possible. If you have got into a scrape, you must know, that you have made an administrative offence on an item 143, part I (recolor of the facades of buildings) of the Code about administrative offences of the RF. Remember, if you haven’t been seen, how you make it, practically it is impossible to get  affairs without your own recognition. 

The fifth is your own ego. There is nothing terrible in comprehension of that you are anybody because you are nobody at the beginning. And when you come to this conclusion you become on a side of decline. Do not look downwards and do not think, that reassessment of  your essence will help you to overcome the breakage which is named T-KID writer who has drawn  super works during 20 years, and had self–perfection till. Eventually, graffiti is freedom, it impresses girls and it is heroic for those who have a boring life. It will present you millions of histories to tell their boring, gloomy familiar. It is immortal; it is more than life, and, eventually, it is a medicine for grey, boring gates. Continue to operate, knead the fingers, and both GLORY AND SUCCESS ARE WAITING FOR YOU!!! 

 Masters advise 

Here are some pieces of advice to beginners in graffiti. 
When you bomb, it is better to put on gloves. Paint will get on your hands and it will not come off your hands.  

With the purpose to make new colors it is possible to use the tank’s mixer if the necessary paints are absent in shop. 

You needn’t buy cheap tanks, because the quality of your pictures will be bad. 

You must solve what exactly you want to draw before going to a wall. The wall does not suffer   improvisations, it is not a paper. 

Were you going to draw without paint? We’ll open secret: you won’t have any result! Paint is the basic tool of writers. The most popular paint of the sidewalk artist was and remains aerosol nitro enamel which you can buy in household shop or in a car market. At purchase do not overlook to check up virgin cleanliness of a cylinder as the same sellers could break it.
It is necessary to notice, that cans are rather dependent on an environment, and it is better to use them when temperature is not below 0. In winter cans are rather whimsically. And hands can freeze without ceremony.  The best way is drawing in warm and windless weather. And if    there is a breeze, it is better to draw «before the wind", because its impulses would carry paint to you

 It is necessary to stir can up before using, because paint must mixed up with solvent. Differently, it will go out, and paint will remain and dry up in a can. 

Paint goes out from the can completely if the can has vertical direction. If you draw for the first time - start with a tag (the signature of the author which is deduced by one cylinder). It should be the integral and stylish signature as a sample our individual stile. 
Before the large work you should outline a sketch. It will allow you don’t take care of a real embodiment of your ideas at walls.  It is not bat to make   marking of a wall by marker or paint. 

If you spray without special caps it is possible to set thickness of a line by the distance between a wall and a can. When you bring a can closer to the wall, a line becomes thinner. If you remove it further a line becomes more widely. You must hold your can confidently. If you will spray in one point for a long time, paint begins to flow.   

Do not suppose dirties after yourself. It is an attribute of poor quality work. After charcoal spraying do not remember to clean after yourself. It is follow to do it not only from reasons of culture, but also from elementary precaution -  on the bottom of any  cans always  can be a little bit paint which can strongly spoil your work in "dirty" hands. 

Graffiti Slang

Just don't be in a big hurry to say: "I don't need that!" First and foremost, we want to lay emphases on the fact that English slang does not carry so negative a coloring as Russian slang. In fact, these are mainly common phrases and expressions that we can't do without in our everyday life. And these expressions demand to be used lest our language sound pretty bookish and rather unemotional. Besides, being unaware of slang, you can hardly understand native speakers because their many expressions are sheer nonsense to us if translated word for word in the Russian manner. Naturally, there are obscene words all right, but their number is so small compared to those numerous, useful and simply vital ones .Graffiti is a kind of art  as we can see,  that is why in this professional sphere there is a special language – graffiti slang. We have some examples of it here.
Bomb (or throw-up) is a fast figure, as a rule it is made in «bubble letters " and reflects the name crew or writer. It is drawn by paint; it is frequently used 1-2 (sometimes 3) colors. The most widespread colors are black, silver (or white) and yellow/red.
Crew is some (or sometimes a lot of) writers, which are incorporated into one command {team}.  Crews often consist not only from writers, but also from b-boys or DJ's.

Writer is a person who draws graffiti (taggers are those who put tags only). He does not both draw pieces and throw a bomb and sometimes he is not enlisted in numbers of writers.  
Tag is a signature of writer. It is written by paint, or markers. It has one color (it is unimportant), but as a rule, it is black or white if mean streak (an indelible white marker) is used.

Piece is from “masterpiece’. It is a figure which reflects the style, skill, and, actually, impudence of the writer. It is drawn by paint; writer can use so many colors he will wish.
Burner is especially bright and outstanding piece (both in selection of colors and in its sizes).

Taggers are those who write tags only. Unenlightened people named so all writers, but it is wrong.

Cap is a nozzle on a can. There are many different cans; they allow regulating thickness of a line.  All caps have two groups - male and female. Male have probe which is put in a can, female are     put on the probe of the can. Male and female are divided into fat caps and skinny caps. Fat caps give a thick line, sometimes up to 10 sm , and skinny  give  thin line,  about  0,5 sm.

To tag (go taggin ') is to put down your own tags.

To bomb is to draw or to lay throw-up on walls, trains, etc.

To piece is to draw a piece of picture.
To kill is to sketch particularly whole wall, the car... (« Yo, I went bombin ' with this cat tha other night. He killed tha whole car... ")

To rack some cans is to steal cans. The majority of writers (if not all) stole cans from local household shops. Now it is depended from a financial position of everyone writers, and to steal   paint in New York is impossible, because they keep it under the lock and it is not sold to anybody till 18 years!  It is interesting fact, that my favorite writer COPE racks his cans in New York till now. Nobody knows how he does it!

Yard, train yard is depot, a sediment bowl for trains. Originally it was a view of depot for trains of an underground. Today more and more writers get over on freights and sediment bowls for good trains are named yard or freight yard now

Whole car is a piece or throw-up on all cars. Side-to-side is a piece which lasts or repeats in all length of the car. Top-to-bottom is a piece drawn in all height of the car. Top-to-bottom side-to-side is the same, as whole car.

Outline is a fringing of letters, shadows, etc. Filling is a sketch inside outlines (without switching details).

Wildstyle is a style of drawing letters in which everything is shown in an interlacing, crossing and lines that makes some pieces executed in wildstyle, practically not readable.

Bubble letter is one of the first and old styles in graffiti It is the style of drawing of the letters, where the main thing is softness and dimensions of forms.  It is usually used for throw-ups (look bombing).

Daim style is the style which was developed by write DAIM. Style of letters in 3D, is drawn without outline, the basic stress is put on a shadow. Only FILL'б has works in this style in Russia

Dope, sick, ill, cold, off tha hook, tha shit  are usual  hip - hop equivalents to words "cool", " really nice ", etc. 
To get up is to go to bombing, piecing. It is the process of writer' s. activity («yeah... we used to get up in that yard a lot back in a day... ").

Blackbook, piecebook, sketchbook is the notebook, a writing-book, etc. in which writer makes the sketches. Sketches can   be transferred to a wall or to the car, or it can be remained only in blackbook..

Sketch is a sketch; it can be both black and white and color.
Toy is:

 1)  an inexperienced person in graffiti, greenhorn;
 2)  a person, who is in  graffiti not because  he loves  this art but for other reasons.  Such people do not receive anything, except contempt and hatred of writers. The note: all writers were toys at once, but when any experience, desire to perfect and create his own style have appeared then toys have been transformed   in writers.
To bite is to copy someone's style.

To buff is to paint over pieces.  Often it is done by city authorities, yard’s workers or by teams «anti - graffiti" or communists. 
To hit is the same as get up.

II. The practical part 
In practical part of our work we have tried to expose what made people to draw on the walls, what attitude to it different age groups have. We have asked people of 12 – 15 and 30 – 45 years old (perhaps their parents) to fill in a form answering these questions.
1. Is graffiti an art or the daring challenge to moral principles of society?
2. Do you like to look at graffiti?

3. Would you like to try to create graffiti yourself? 

4. What do you think graffiti can express and what is its aim?
We have analyzed the answers and now we can make some conclusions. We asked different age groups, in which there were teenagers of 10 – 15 years old and their parents of 30 – 45, these questions. As we can see, they have different opinions about graffiti. For example, most part of our adults supposes graffiti is not an art but is hooliganism. Only 10 percent think graffiti is an art. But at the same time, 80 percent of people form 30 to 45 like to look at graffiti anywhere. And only 20 percent of them would like to try drawing graffiti themselves. 

Our teenagers think that graffiti is modern art and they like to look at it and draw it. Only 10 percent of them do not like graffiti at all.

Opinion that the teenagers draw on the walls, school desks and cars because “there is nothing to do” or because they have bad manners and backwardness is wrong. Certainly, it is bad to spoil walls, to write and draw opprobrious ness to spoil school and city property.  But we should understand clearly that there are many reasons which make people to take swept, marker or spray. These reasons are connected with teenage psychology and modern youth culture.
 
First, we must remember that teenagers have aggravated desire of freedom and independence; they want to be separated from adult’s world.  That’s why young men make their space of the classrooms, town’ yards, transport drawing the figures everywhere. They   throw – up their tags and pieces, sights of their culture where it is possible.   It is not so boring to go along the streets if lovely Kurt Kobane looks at you from one side and the hateful grope ‘Alice’ from the other, and it is pleasant to cross it. In the town, which is congested with graffiti you feel completely at home. So, you became to speak same languages with the bearers   of hostile culture even. Other important function of graffiti is connected with the requirement of the teenagers for self-expression. For the reason that both people and teenagers realize themselves to different currents of culture, graffiti   is divided into different kinds too.

1. The author, as the representative of the subculture, demonstrates the ideological credo of all persons holding the same views. Naturally, that exactly inscriptions of such type are more often than others are accompanied by emblematic. Their logic is simple, the word PRODIGY has been written on the wall, shows to everybody in the world the adherence to this grope and such musical current.

2. The author as a person is expressed his individual characteristics and mood.  These are both sings, expressing author’s mood and feelings (I love you, Lena) and an estimations to somebody, self – estimations, and so on. Besides that, different individual messages (I was here…), poems funny pictures, jokes are belong to this type.

3. At last, the main aim of graffiti is to service to the people as the language of the communication. Very often, the groups of messages are resembled to a dialogue- correspondence. Graffiti can be made as a cue to supposed readers like notice or advertisement, or to concrete person, like message “Zheka, we have a dishy bach, come at…” It is needed to remember, that the texts or pictures which have neutral matter at first sight, can be very aggressive for teenagers who initiate into one or other teams. For example very simple sight “SPARTAC”, especially if it has drawn on the wall in St. Petersburg, wanted to be answered. In principle, anything that have been drawn no the walls, are demanded answering cues. 

 In conclusion we can say that graffiti is art which has the aim to express your own attitude to the world and be means of communication between people. 
Conclusion


So, we have considered some interesting facts about graffiti and now we can say that graffiti is ART. Some things have allowed us to do this conclusion. 


Graffiti has long history and very old roots. We have known that if you’ll find yourself in Sheylon Castle, you are demonstrated on which column of gloomy casemate exactly the restless genius reserved his autograph. Of course, not all signs were so artless. Among them were the heartfelt initiations and the magic formulas. Whole ages nameless authors unburden their hearts on the walls, made the declarations of love to the ladies – love, or damned disagreeable rulers. Sometimes, graffiti became an inexhaustible source of inspiration. The word “fate” (or fortune), which were inscribed on the wall of Notre Dame the Paris, managed to Victor Hugo to write his famous novel.

Also, we have known that the word “graffiti” has two main meanings:1) graffito(Italian) – “scratched”, an ancient signs of domestic character, or the pictures scratched on the walls of the caves, buildings; 2) the modern street art.

It was interesting to know about history of art. The beginning of the underground culture which is known as Graffiti Art has started on the end of 60th, when one boy from New York began to scratch his nickname TAKI 183 on the walls of the underground stations. Many teenagers were interested in these signs and soon they began to write their nicknames on the walls too. Then those original writers have appeared more and more and it has promoted to development of different directions and currents. 

Since 1974 the development of stiles promoted to appearance of the first color pictures in which the main heroes were characters - the personages of cartoons and comics. From that time Graffiti Art has had the golden age of culture: the books are written, the video are appeared, and the documentary film “Stile” is done. To the beginning of the 80th not only USA but Europe were enveloped with the underground culture.

Now we can say that graffiti is not the daring challenge to moral principles of society, because it is not art only but it is style of life. The great masters of this art have their own philosophy and rules. These rules are the Code of honor for those who want to be write, for example, do not paint the houses representing a cultural value, do not draw on the houses where people live - do not impose to people your outlook, do not write on the names of other writers, especially on another's works, on gravestones: the pictures on the memorial walls and cars are death! Those who writes on another's works are deserved contempt Only one thing which they achieve in a result, is huge indignation and desire of punishment by owners of works, with all following consequences.

Besides that, we have known about special language of graffiti which is called slang.

In practical part of our work we have made the conclusion that opinion the teenager draw on the walls, school desks and cars because “there is nothing to do” or because they have bad manners and backwardness is wrong. Certainly, it is bad to spoil walls, to write and draw opprobrious ness to spoil school and city property.  But we should understand clearly that there are many reasons which are made people to take swept, marker or spray. These reasons are connected with teenager’s psychology and modern youth culture.
In conclusion we can say that it was interesting to know about kind of art which is called graffiti. And now we are sure that graffiti is art which has the aim to express your own attitude to the world and be means of communication between people. 
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