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The flag of Australia is the only one to fly over a whole continent. The small Union Jack represents the historical link with Britain, the large seven-pointed star represents the six States and the Territories, and the small stars from the Southern Cross- a prominent feature of the southern hemisphere night sky.
Australia’s coat of arms-the official emblem of the Australian Government-was granted by King George V in 1912. The arms consist of a shield containing the badges of the six states. The supporters are native Australian fauna-a kangaroo and an emu. A yellow-flowered native plant, wattle, also appears in the design.
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Official name - Commonwealth of Australia 
Status - Independent federative state within the British the Commonwealth owing allegiance to the Queen of Great Britain

Area--8,000,000 sq.km.

Population-- 18,284,373 million people

Capital-- Canberra

     Language--English

Area of Australia’s States

New South Wales
802,000 sq km
Victoria
228, 000 sq km


Queensland
1,727,000 sq km
           South Australia
984,000 sq km


Northern Territory-1,346,000 sq km Western Australia
2,526,000 sq km


Tasmania
68,000 sq km
    Australia Capital Territory  2,400 sq km
Main cities of Australia.

Canberra    Sydney   Melbourne    Brisbane   Perth   Adelaide   Hobart

Darwin
Since 19, April 1984, Australia has had a new National Anthem to play and sing at official functions and ceremonies. The song Advance Australia Fair has replaced the Royal Anthem, God Save the Queen as Australia’s National Anthem.

Geography and climate.
Australia is located southeast of Asia, and is the only country in the world to occupy a single continent. It is bordered by the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Southern Ocean, the Tasman Sea, the Coral Sea and the Arafura Sea. The nearest country is not New Zealand and Australia or Oceania. The Australia continent and the nearby island of Tasmania, form the sixth largest country on earth, with a total area of 7,686,850 sq km. This large area is populated by only 19 million people, making Australia the most sparsely populated continent after the Antarctica. Australia continents of six states and two territories.
The Commonwealth of Australia is a federal state within Commonwealth. Its territories are the continent of Australia, the island of Tasmania and a number of smaller islands. It has an area of about eight million square kilometers.

The continent of Australia is mostly a great plain with mountains in the coast and south-east. The western part of the continent forms a plateau which occupies half of the continent. The central Lowlands, a great plain of which is very dry, lie between the Western Australian plateau and the Eastern Highlands. Through the eastern part of these [image: image4.jpg]~m
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Central Lowlands run Australia’s greatest rivers, the Murray and the Darling. A number of short rivers flow from the Australian Alps and the Blue Mountains into the Pacific Ocean.
Australia has several different climatic regions, from warm to subtropical and tropical. There are tropical forest in the north-east because the winds from the sea bring heavy rainfalls, especially in tropical summer. The climate in the west is very dry and more than half of Australia gets very little rain. In the south-west and east the winds bring rain in winter.

                                                 Political system
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Australia is an independent country within the Commonwealth. Formally the British monarch is the head of state and has royal representatives in the country and in each of the six states. According to the Australian Constitution, that was adopted an January 1, 1901, the legislative branch is represented by the Federal Parliament. The parliament is made up of two houses: the Senate with 76 senators and the House of Representatives with 148 members. The lawmakers are elected by the people. Voting is compulsory Australian citizens can vote by mail. Those who abstain from voting are fined. Australians are proud of the fact that secret ballot was first introduced in Australia. The party or a coalition of parties with the majority of seats in the House of Representatives forms the Cabinet and its leader becomes Prime Minister. So, the executive branch in Australia includes the Prime Minister and the Cabinet. Like in Great Britain they come from the Federal Parliament and are responsible to it for government decisions. The main political parties are the Liberal Party and the National Party Normally they act in coalition. The Australian Liberal Party and the Australian Democrats also play a great role in politics. There is a question whether Australia should become a republic with an Australian head of state. The debate on the problem started

several years ago. Every body in Australia understands that a change to

a republic meets the assent of the Australian people at a referendum. 

Australia’s aboriginal inhabitants arrived about 40,000 years ago. Their technical culture depended on wood, bone, and stone tools and weapons, their spiritual and social life was highly complex. Most spoke several languages. Aboriginal population density ranged from one person per square mile along the coast to one person per 35 square miles in the arid interior. Today, tribal aborigines lead a settled traditional life in remote areas of northern, central, and western Australia.

In 1996 year the population of Australia has made 18,284,373 million people .77 % of the population of Australia - descendants of immigrants from the British islands - Englishmen, Irish, the Scots who have formed the British-Australian nation, the others mainly immigrants from other European countries,  250000 people the most part of the population of the country is made by immigrants.  After the Second World War the population of the country was increased from 7,6 million people up to 15,5 million people. About 60 % of these growths were given by immigrants and their children who have been born in Australia. 

The density of population on the territory of the country is various. It is still only two or three persons per square kilometer. It speaks that about one half of its territory is occupied by deserts and semi-deserts. 

Australian basically is city dwellers. More than 70 % Australians live in 12 large cities of the country: in federal capital, capitals of staffs (states) and Northern territory and cities with the population more 100000 people. In Melbourne and Sydney lives about 40 % of the population of the country.

                                        The industry of Australia.

The mining industry of Australia plays the important role in a national economy.

Australia ranks second in its deposits of iron ore and bauxite and third in its deposits of copper, lead and zinc ores. Besides, there are significant reserves of coal, gas, uranium, nickel, titanium, gold and diamonds. These discoveries increased the in flow of foreign capital into the country’s economy.

For almost a century people said that Australia «was riding on the back of a sheep», since the production and export of wool was the basis of the country’s economy. Now, the country has moved from « the back of a sheep on to a mining truck».
The need (requirement) of use of new technologies is constantly increased, and consequently today the industry includes new branches of a science and engineering, business administration and marketing.
Agriculture
Australia produces everything: cotton, sugar, rice, Soya beans, wheat and fruit. It even exports chocolate-flavored milk to California and grows heroin poppies, legally, for medical purposes. For the farmers, life on the land is hard. All large sheep and cattle stations have an airfield. Houses and even tractors have air conditioning, which is needed when temperatures reach 45˚. Some outback sheep and cattle stations are huge. The largest is Commonwealth Hill in South. Australia. The animals are truly free-range and as a result the beef is leaner and the wool finer than anywhere in the world. The sheep have to be protected from wild dogs, called dingoes. There is a dingo fence that stretches 5290km across Queensland and South Australia.

Culture
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One of numerous sights Australia is a national park “Uluru”, in which there is a largest stone - monolith in the world (height - 348 m, a circle - 9 kms). One more of the most beautiful places is a reserve in a bend of the river Dajntri Kakadu National park Kakadu. Australia is a continent combining ancient culture of natives and the introduced obvious features of a western civilization. One of the architectural landmarks of Canberra is the building of the Australian Academy of Sciences. The pride of Sydney is the Opera House, one of the architectural marvels of the world today inaugurated in 1973
. The Opera House is set in a picturesque environment on a small promontory jutting into the Bay of Port Jackson.
     Melbourne is famous for its marvelous picture gallery (Victoria National Gallery) the richest in the Southern Hemisphere, for its gigantic stadium with seats for 120,000, one of the largest in the world. 
     The Art gallery of New South Wales is a large public art museum near the centre of Sydney. It has a collection of paintings, sculptures, drawings, photographs and artists pints.
The Adelaide Festival of Arts features international performers in music, poetry and literature. One of Australia’s most popular modern artists is Ken Done, whose trade marks are bright, bold colours. His work appears everywhere, even on souvenir T-shirts from Sydney. 
Schooling 

Most children in Australia go to district school. But about twenty thousand children live too far from a district school. That is why they have to work through correspondence courses until the end of the secondary school stage. The children’s work is checked by one or both parents and then posted to the capital. In addition to the correspondence courses there are 12 Schools of the Air, which cover 12 million square miles. .The teachers speak to the children over the radio and the students listen, write exercises and do homework. Over the radio they and their parents can talk to the teachers, and they correct them. In this way 
they can learn like children who go to school in the towns of Australia. 
Sport.
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About 6 million Australians are active in some kind of sport. Football is a very popular sport and a lot of families spend Saturday watching a match. Australians are very keen on cricket. Games like tennis and hockey are also very popular. The Australian climate is suitable for activities like swimming, surfing and sailing. Many Australian families have boats and expensive power boats. Most families with a boat want to take part in   yacht race. Many families spend ale weekend on their boats. 
The strange world of Australian Animals
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There are many wild animals in Australia. Some of them such as the kangaroo, the dingo, or wild dog, and the koala, are not found in any other country of the world. Australia has been called “the land of differences” and “the continent of contrasts”. There are many ways in which it is different from other countries. The first things most people think of are the strange native animals. Early in the world’s history Australia was separated from the other continents and her animals developed differently. Of these, the strangest of all are the water loving platypus and the echidna. The appearance of the platypus is so unusual that when the skin of one was first sent to England some scientists said that no such animal could possibly exist. Australia is also the home of the kangaroos. The koala is a tree-loving, comical-loving animal that lives on the leaves of eucalyptus trees. It will eat nothing more. It usually sleeps during the day. The dingo, or wild dog, is the only killer among the native animals. You can meet dingoes in many parts of Australia, but most of them now live in mountains or hills. In some places they were killed for that reason. The native birds of Australia are very interesting. The emu, for example, which, with the kangaroo, is represented on the Australian coat-of-arms, is the next tallest bird in the world after the ostrich.
[image: image10.jpg]



Some Important Dates of Early Australian History

1605-06 First Dutch sighting of the coast 

1616 Arrival of Dutch ship Ecndracht at western coast

1642 Abel Tasman’s discovery of Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania)

1688 William Dampier’s landing on north-west coast

1770 Captain Cook’s discovery of New South Wales

1788 Foundation of first settlement (Sydney) by Governor Arthur Philip

1851 Victoria became a separate colony

1851 Discovery of gold in Victoria

1854 Battle at the Eureca Stockade

1859 Queensland became a separate colony

1883 Comрletion  of railway between Victoria and New South Wales

1889 Comрletion of railway between Sydney and Brisbane

1898 William Farrer’s appointment as government wheat experimentalist. New South Wales

1901 Establishment of the federal Commonwealth of Australia

Why is the Year 1901 Important in the History of Australia?

On January1, 1901, the Commonwealth of Australia came into being. Before this, Australia consisted of a number of separate colonies. By the Commonwealth Act of 1900, the colonies became a federation. The formation of the commonwealth marked the beginning of Australia as a full nation.
The History of Australia Day – 26 January

26 January 1788, the historic landing of the First Fleet at Sydney Cove.

26 January 1818, Governor Lachlan Macquarie ordered a 30-gun salute to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of foundation. He also declared that 26 January be a public holiday.

Until Federation in 1901, 26 January was celebrated only in New South Wales as Anniversary Day. There it commemorated the beginning of European settlement at Sydney Cove. Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania celebrated their separation from the mother colony, New South Wales; South Australia and Western Australia were proud of their independent foundations.

     During 1935, Premiers from all States of Australia met together and made an agreement that Australia Day would be 26 January, and that form 1936 an annual public holiday would be declared on the Monday closest to that date. They decided that the agreement that this agreement would remain unchanged for at least the next fifty years.

     In 1980, the National Australia Day Committee had promoted Australia Day as a time for celebration and awareness of national pride. In 1980, 30 local community committees held official Australia Day celebrations. By 1982 there were approximately 600 local communities holding celebrations.
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