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Introduction

The people of different nationalities are very different. It is very important to be able to understand each other, to respect to customs and traditions of other people What are the Canadians like? There are so many things that make the Canadian who they are, that the only way to find an answer to this question is to keep exploring.   Canada is a distinctive country. Its values and way of life influence every person who comes to live there. At the same time, newcomers influence Canada and its collective identity. Canadians may have differences, but they share many important qualities that strengthen the society.

The basic purpose of the given research: to give the main information about the Canadians and their life, that it is better to understand them and to be ready to dialogue with them. For realization of this purpose it is necessary to solve the following tasks: 

1) To give the general information on Canada and the Canadians;

2) To give some pieces of advice to the one who is going to Canada;

3) To tell about some traditions of the Canadians. 
The offered job represents the independent manual, because in the application there are tests,  which can be used by the teachers at lessons.
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CANADIAN VALUES

   Canada is a distinctive country. Its values and way of life influence every person who comes to live there. At the same time, newcomers influence Canada and its collective identity. Canadians may have differences, but they share many important qualities that strengthen the society.

   Optimism. Canada is a dynamic and democratic country. Canadians work to improve their lives and society. Some people face grater hardship than others? But most Canadians have faith and hope for the future.

   Compromise and Cooperation. Most Canadians understand the value of compromise. In a country as large and diverse as Canada, people must be able to ignore small conflicts in order to live happily and peacefully.

   Acceptance, Tolerance and Respect. Most people in Canada want fairness and just to others, no matter who they are or where they come from.

   Some people may tell you that there is no racism in Canada. Others may say that racism is a very serious problem. The truth lies somewhere between. Some Canadians may make you feel unwelcome. However, the majority of Canadians are fair-minded. They will accept and respect anyone who accepts them.

   Ambition and Perseverance. Canadians understand that efford and discipline are usually rewarded. Canada is an economically stable country. However, unemployment and poverty exist and can affect anyone. People who were born in Canada – as well as newcomers – complete for jobs and work hard to succeed.

    Individualism. Canadians believe that each person is responsible for his or her own success or failure. Canadians let people live as they wish, as long as they do not limit how others live.

   Civil Responsibility. Canadians appreciate their rights and freedoms. Most also want to contribute to our society. As a newcomer you should be aware of your rights and your responsibilities. The right to participate in Canadian society implies an obligation to help it succeed.  
ORIGIN OF THE NAME – CANADA
   In 1535, two Indian youths told Jacques Cartier about the route to “kanata”. They were referring to the village of Stadacona; “kanata” was simply the Huron – Iroquois word for “village” or “settlements”. But for want of another name, Cartier used “Canada” to refer not only to Stadacona (the site of present day Quebec City), but also to the entire area subject to its chief, Donnacona. The name was soon applied to a much larger area: maps in 1547 designated everything north of the St. Lawrence River as “Canada”.
   Cartier also called the St. Lawrence River the “riviere de Canada”, a name used until the early 1600s. By 1616, although the entire region was known as New France, the area along the great river of Canada and the Gulf of St. Lawrence was still called Canada. Soon explorers and fur traders opened up territory to the west and to the south and the area depicted as “Canada” grew. In the early 1700s, the name referred to all lands in what is now the American Midwest and as far south as the present day Louisiana.
   The first use of “Canada” as an official name came in 1791 when the Province of Quebec was divided into the colonies of Upper and Lower Canada. In 1841, the two Canadas were again united under one name, the Province of Canada. At the time of Confederation, the new country assumed the name of Canada.  

Introduction: 

GEOGRAPHY

   Location: Northern North America, bordering the North Atlantic Ocean on the east, North Pacific Ocean on the west, and the Arctic Ocean on the north, north of the US.

   Area: total: 9,984,670 sq km.

   land: 9,093,507 sq km.

   water: 891, 163 sq km.

   Climate: Varies from temperate in south to subarctic and arctic in north.

   Terrain: Mostly plains with mountains in west and lowlands in southeast.

   Natural resources: iron ore, nickel, zinc, copper, gold, lead, molybdenum, potash, diamonds, silver, fish, timber, wildlife, coal, petroleum, natural gas, hydropower. 

NATIONAL PARKS AND HISTORIC SITIES
   The Canadian government has set aside more than 100 national parks and historic cities and events that have marked the country’s history. Similarly, the provincial governments may form provincial parks.

   Canada’s 37 national parks are spread throughout the country. Banff, located on the eastern slopes of Alberta’s Rocky Mountain, is the oldest, having opened in 1885, while Vuntut in the northern Yukon was established as recently as 1993. 

MOUNTAIN RANGERS
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   As one might expect, Canada’s terrain incorporates a number of mountain rangers: the Torngats, Appalachians and Laurentians in the east; the Rocky, Coastal and Mackenzie rangers in the west; and Mount St. Elias and the Pelly Mountains in the north. At 6050 m, Mount Logan in the Yukon is Canada’s tallest peak.  

LAKES

   The main lakes located in Canada, (many large lakes are traversed by the Canada – U.S. border) are (in order of the surface area) Huron, Great Bear, Superior, Great Slave, Winnipeg, Erie and Ontario.
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Great Bear Lake in the Northwest Territories is the largest lake situated entirely in Canada; its area is 31,326 square kilometers. 

RIVERS
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   The St. Lawrence River, which is 3,058 kilometers long, providers a seaway for ship from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. The Mackenzie is the longest river, flowing 4,241 kilometers through the Northwest Territories. The Yukon and the Columbia, parts of which flow through United States territory, the Nelson, the Saskatchewan, the Peace, and the Churchill are also major watercourses.                 

TIME ZONEZ

   Canada has six time zones. The easternmost, in Newfoundland, is three hours and 30 minutes behind Greenwich Mean Times (GMT). The other time zones are the Atlantic, the Eastern, the Central, the Rocky Mountain and, farthest west, the pacific, which is eight hours behind GMT. 

GOVERNMENT

   Government Type: confederation with parliamentary democracy.

   Capital: Ottawa.

   Administrative Divisions: 10 provinces and 3 territories: Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Northwest Territories, Nova Scotia, Nunavut, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Saskatchewan, Yukon Territory. 

    Provinces and Territories. 

   The constitution indicates what provinces are art of Canada and what the powers of Canada and what the powers of those provinces are. For example, provinces have jurisdiction over education and the jurisdiction over education and the environment. Territories in the hand are created by Federal Law. That means the territories have a bit less power than the provinces. They still have representation in the federal government, but don’t have provincial governments. The biggest difference is that the provinces get to vote on constitution but the territories do not. 

   Independence: 1 July 1867 (union of British North American colonies); 11 December 1931 (independence recognized). 

   National holiday: Canada Day, 1 July.

   Constitution: 17 April 1982 (Constitution Act); originally, the machinery of the government was set up in the British North America Act Of 1867; charter of rights and unwritten customs.

   Legal System: based on English common law, except in Quebec, where civil law system based on French law prevails; accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction, with reservations.

   Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal.

   Executive Branch: 

   Chief of States: Queen Elizabeth II, represented by Governor General Adrienne Clarkson.

   Head of Government: Prime Minister Paul Martin (since 12 December 2003); Deputy Prime Minister Anne McLellan (since 12 December 2003).

   Elections: none; the monarchy is hereditary; Governor General appointed by the monarch on the advice of  the prime minister for a five – year term; following legislative elections, the leader of the majority party or the leader of the majority coalition in the House of Commons is automatically designated prime minister by the governor general.

   Legislative Branch: bicameral Parliament consists of the Senate (members appointed by the governor general with the advice of the prime minister and serve until reaching 75 years of age; its normal limit is 105 senators) and the House of Commons (308 seats; members elected by direct, popular vote to serve for up to five-year terms) 

    Making Laws.

   Rime minister have had a very important role in writing and changing the Constitution. Sir John A. Macdonald was one of the men who wrote Canada’s Constitution, and then became Canada’s first prime minister. The power to change it stayed in England until Pierre Trudeau brought the Constitution home to Canada.

   Canada has changed a lost since the country first came into being. It has grown from four provinces to ten, with three territories. When Macdonald was prime minister, Canada was mainly farms and forests. Now Canada has big cities and factories as well, and is one of the most advanced countries in the world. 

ECONOMY
   Exports – Commodities: motor vehicles and parts, industrial machinery, aircraft, telecommunications equipment; chemicals, plastics, fertilizers; wood pulp, timber, crude petroleum, natural gas, electricity, aluminum.

   Imports – Commodities: machinery and equipment, motor vehicles and parts, crude oil, chemicals, electricity, durable consumer goods.

   Currency: Canadian dollar.
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SYMBOLS OF CANADA

The Canadian Flag.
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   The official ceremony inaugurating the new Canadian flag was held on Parliament Hill in Ottawa on February 15, 1965, with Governor General Georges Vanier, Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson, the members of the Cabinet thousands of Canadians in attendance. 

   The Canadian Red Ensign, bearing the Union Jack and the shield of the royal arms of Canada, was lowered and then, on the stroke of noon, the new maple leaf flag was raised.

The Arms of Canada.

   The design of the arms of Canada reflects the royal symbols of Great Britain and France (the three royal lions of England, the royal lion of Scotland, the royal fleurs-de-lis of France and the royal Irish harp of Tara. On the bottom portion of the shield is a spring of three Canadian maple leaves representative of Canadians of all origins.

Canada’s Motto.

   “A Mari usque ad Mare” (From sea to sea) is based on biblical scripture: “He shall have dominion from sea to sea and from the river unto the ends of the earth (Psalm72:8)”. It was proposed as the motto for the new design of the coat of arms, which was approved by Order in Council on April 21, 1921 and by Royal Proclamation on November 21, 1921.

The Maple Tree.        
   Trees have played a meaningful role in the historical development of Canada and Continue to be of commercial, environmental and aesthetic importance to all Canadians. Maples contribute valuable wood products, sustain the maple sugar industry and help to beautify the landscape. Maple wood, which varies in hardness, toughness and other properties, is in demand for flooring, furniture, interior woodwork, veneer, small woodenware, and supports several flourishing industries in eastern Canada. Maple is also highly prized in furniture building and cabinet – making. 

   Since 1965, the maple leaf has been the centerpiece of the National Flag of Canada and the maple tree bears the leaves that have become the most prominent Canadian symbol, nationally and internationally. Maple leaf pins and badges are proudly worn by Canadians abroad, and are recognized around the world.

The Maple Leaf.
   The maple leaf today appears on the penny. However, between 1876 and 1901, it appeared on all Canadian coins. The modern one-cent piece has two maple leaves on a common twig, a design that has gone almost unchanged since 1937.

   During the First World War, the maple leaf was included in the badge of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Since 1921, the Royal Arms of Canada have included three maple leafs as a distinctive Canadian emblem. With the proclamation of Canada’s new flag in 1965, the maple leaf has become the most – prominent Canadian symbol. 

The Beaver.
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   The beaver attained official status as an emblem of Canada when an “act to provide for the recognition of the beaver (castor canadensis) as a symbol of the sovereignty of Canada” received royal assent on March 24, 1975.

   After early Europeans explorer had realized that Canada was not the spice – rich Orient, the main mercantile attraction was the beaver population numbering in the millions. In the late 1600s and early 1700s, the fashion of the day demanded fur hats, which needed beaver pelts. As these hats became more popular, the demand for the pelts grew.

   Despite all this recognition, the beaver was close to extinction by the mid-19th century. There were an estimated six million beavers in Canada before the start of the fur trade. During its peak 100, 000 pelts were being shipped to Europe each year; the Canadian beaver was in danger of being wiped out. Luckily, about that time, Europeans took a liking to silk hats and the demand for beaver pelts all but disappeared.

   Today, thanks to conservation and silk hats, the beaver – the largest rodent in Canada – is alive and well all over the country. 

IN THE BEGINNING... 

The First Canadians.
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   We don’t know how the first people reached Canada, but archaeologists have made educated guesses based on the clues these first Native Americans left behind. The evidence indicates that human population expanded from Africa and the Middle East, across Asia and into Siberia. People didn’t move quickly, they moved slowly over generations in search of new lands.

   Siberia and Alaska are no longer connected, but a “land bridge” once existed. This narrow passage of land allowed the human population to move to America.

   Most scholars believe the migration into North America began at least 12, 00 years ago some scholars suggest that it could have begun as long as 25, 00 years ago. We have evidence of a site in British Columbia that is more than 5, 000 years old. By contrast, the civilizations of Greece and Rome are not much more than five thousand years old. The first civilizations are less than five thousand years old. Archaeologists believe that five thousand years old. Archaeologists believe that those first Canadians fanned out across North and South America and were the people Christopher Columbus mistakenly called “Indians”.

Aboriginals.
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   Modern historians believe that Aboriginals arrived from Asia by way of land bridge between Siberia and Alaska. Some of them settled in Canada, while others chose to continue to the south. When the European explorers arrived, Canada was populated by a diverse range of Aboriginal peoples who, depending on the environment, lived nomadic or settled lifestyles, were hunters, fishermen, or farmers.

   They lived in every region of the country. Often their survival in Canada’s harsh climate depended on cooperation, sharing, and respect for the environment. They probably migrated other the Bering Sea from Siberia after the last ice age, between 10, 000 and 30, 000 years ago. At the time of European contact, they had developed distinct nations throughout what is now Canada with a total population of perhaps 350, 000.

   The Constitution Act of 1982 recognized three main groups of Aboriginal peoples in Canada: the First Nations and the Inuit, who were the first Aboriginal groups in Canada, and the Métis, who emerged after the settlement of Canada. Today there are more than 53 distinct languages spoken by Aboriginal people. Most of these languages are found only in Canada. People of the First Nation lived in all areas of Canada. Those who lived on Canada’s coasts depended on fishing and hunting while those who lived on the prairies moved with buffalo herds which they hunted for food, clothing, and tools. First Nations people who lived in central and eastern Canada hunted and grew vegetable crops. Today, more than half of the First Nations people live on reserves. Others live and work in cities across Canada. 

   The Inuit lived and settled throughout the northern regions of Canada. They adjusted to the cold northern climate and lived by hunting seals, whales, caribou, and polar bears. The majority of Inuit people live in the new territory called Nunavut and some still hunt for food and clothing.

   Many of the early French fur traders and some English traders married first Nations women. Their children descendants are the Metis people. The Metis were an important part of the fur trade and they developed their own distinct culture on the prairies.

   When Europeans arrived in what is now Canada, they began to make agreements, or treaties, with aboriginal peoples. The treaty –making process meant that Aboriginal people gave up their title to lands in exchange for certain rights and benefits.

   Most of the agreements included reserving pieces of land and called “reserves”. Today, Aboriginal groups and the Canadian government continue to negotiate new agreements for land and the recognition of other rights.

   Aboriginal peoples in Canada are working to keep their unique cultures and languages alive. They are trying to regain control over decisions that affect their lives-in other words, to become self-governed. Aboriginal peoples continue to play an active role in building the future of Canada. 

Heading West.

   The immigrants traveled in train cars called “colonial cars”. The journey by   train from Quebec to western Canada took from four to six days. The trains were often overcrowded and without heat. There were many delays. Passengers had to bring their own food or by food during the trip. When they finally arrived at a town close enough to their homestead, they unloaded their belongings and got a wagon or Red River cart. They also bought food, clothing, seed, tools, a plow, lumber and farm animals.

   Families who came to Canada from the United States often traveled in covered wagons. The wagons were made of wood and metal and were pulled by horses or oxen. All the belongings were packed in the wagons – cooking pots, clothing, tools and furniture, they also brought along a cow and some chickens.

The Prairie Schooner.

   The prairie schooner was one way that pioneers traveled. The prairie schooner was a large wagon with a framework over it. The frame was covered with white canvas. The wagons measured over a meter in width and three and a half meters long. This wagon was a family’s home for months.

   Is the wagon was everything that family would need – bedding, clothing, pots, pans and dishes, food and water, butter churn, washtub and pails. Clothing was packed in chests. Dishes lines, books, pictures and other special items were carefully packed in a trunk. The dishes used for the trip were made of tin.

   Meals were prepared outdoors. Food that was packed for the long journey included bacon, coffee, flour, sugar, salt, corn meal, bags of rice, beans, and dried fruit. Water was carried in barrels. Furniture might include a table, chairs and spinning wheel.

   Cattle and chickens were also taken on the journey. The cattle were tied to the wagon and walked along behind it. Chickens were kept in a coop.

On the Trail.

   There were no roads, just rough trails. People traveled together in wagon trains. This was safer and they could also help each other when necessary. The wagons broke down and needed to be prepared. Tools and supplies for fixing the wagons were kept in a box attached to the outside of the wagon.

   Sometimes guides were hired to lead the wagon trains. A guide would know the shortest and safest route to take. 

   As soon as the settlers arrived at their homestead, they needed a place to live. Some people slept in a tent, and kept their food, furniture, and clothing in the tent, until their house was built.

   Their first homes were built of logs, lumber, or sod. On the prairies, there weren’t many trees and lumber was expensive. Homes were small with one or two rooms. Later in the year, a stable was built for the farm animals.

Building a Sod House.

   Building a sod house was the easiest and cheapest way for settlers on the prairies to make a home (and a barn). First the sod (layer of grass and roots) was cut into strips. The sod pieces were piled one on top of the other like bricks. That’s how the walls were made. Logs or lumber were used for the door, door frame, and window frames. When glass was not available, greased paper or canvas covered the windows. For the roof, logs were placed across the top and covered with sod and hay. Sometimes the floor was made of boards, but often it was just packed earth. When it rained a lot, the house leaked, but these houses were cool in summer, and warm in the winter.

   The best time for a settler to arrive at the homesteaded was in the spring. Then they could plant a vegetable garden and work the land so a crop could be planted.

   On the prairies water was not always available nearby. Sometimes fresh water came from a nearby pond or slough. Some settlers dug a well. If they were unable to find water on their land, they had to haul water in barrels from the nearest water supply.

The General Store.

   As more people settled in an area, someone opened up a general store in the community. Farming families did not make it to town often. Instead of cash they traded some of their goods for the things they needed. Sometimes they traded their extra butter, eggs or vegetables for things that they could not grow (baking powder, tea, coffee) or make

The Pioneer School.

   The first schools were made of boards or logs. The teacher taught all the grades together in one room. In the winter it was cold indoors, because a small wood burning stove was all that heated the school. On very cold winter days, the students sat close to the stove to keep warm.

   Children had to get up early to do their chores, then walk a long way to the school. They help to keep school clean by sweeping the floor, cleaning the board and the desks. The boys would have to bring in wood and pails of drinking water. Extra chores were given to students who misbehaved

   Many of the children did not speak English. In school they learned reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling and geography. There were only a few books available so children shared readers.

   The younger children use a slate and chalk. The older students wrote with a quill and ink, or a pen that was dipped in ink.

THE INDIANS.
History

With a history that dates back thousands of years, Canadian Indians form an important and distinct part of Canadian society. Christopher Columbus misnamed them Indians in 1492 when he thought he had arrived in India. Today Indians are succeeding in reminding Canadians they were once free self-sustaining nations with their own forms of government. Canadian Indians are in a period of transition as they pursue a cultural, social, political and economic revival.

In Canada, there are currently more than 440 000 registered Indians; when “registered”, the individual is recognized under federal law as being an Indian, entitled to certain rights, privileges and benefit. About 60 per cent of registered Indians live on specified areas of land, called reserves across Canada for some 600 bands. Most are in rural areas, many are isolated and some are not inhabited.

Most anthropologists agree that the North American Indians migrated over the Bering sea from Siberia, 10,000 to 30,000 years ago. When the European explorers and settlers arrived, Canada was populated by a diverse range of aboriginal peoples who, depending on environment, lived nomadic or settled lifestyles, were hunters, fishermen or farmers, were warlike or peaceful. They shared- and continue to share- a deep and spiritual relationship with the land and the life forms it supports. Each Indian culture had distinct spiritual beliefs and ceremonies, many of which have been carried down through the generations by Indian elders.

No aspect of Indian life remained untouched by European contact, which began in earliest in the 1600s. Initially, several Indian “nations” forged trade and military alliances with England and France who were struggling for control of the New World. In return for European goods, Indians provided their military skills, furs and other resources.

The newcomers also brought Christianity and disease to North America: missionaries weakened traditional spiritual beliefs and epidemic devastated aboriginal populations.

Britain gained control of most of North America in 1760 and, three years later, issued the Royal Proclamation that reserved lands for the Indians and prescribed that only governments could deal with Indians on land matters. This prompted a series of land-cession treaties under which Indians gave up their claims to specified tracts of land in return for lump-sum cash payments and other benefits. From 1830 on, settlement on reserves in parts of what is now eastern Canada began under government guardianship; Indians became wards of the state. Treaty-making continued in northern Ontario and western provinces until 1923.

Over the next century, efforts to assimilate Indians into the white man’s  world included a process called ”enfranchisement”, whereby Indians renounced their aboriginal title to land in return for other rights and benefits, for example, the right to vote.

By the late 1940s and 1950s, it was evident that the Indian infant mortality rate was high and life expectancy was low. Several experiments in educating Indian youth had failed and housing standards on the reserves were poor. Problems associated with alcohol and unemployment were also widespread.

However, by the mid-1960s, there were signs of change in social and economic conditions. Health services were enhanced and Indian children had greatly improved access to higher education. By the end of the decade, Indians had obtained full political and legal rights. Progress has also been made to ensure people on reserves have adequate shelter.

Although Indians are now represented in most professions, in the arts and at every level of Canadian government, serious economic and social problems remain. Unemployment rates are high compared to non-natives and housing is still inadequate on many reserves. The Government of Canada is working with Indian community leaders to address these and other issues.

Latest developments

Since the 1950s, there has been a remarkable reawakening of Indian culture. Native language, culture and history programs have been instituted in schools. Cultural centres are flourishing, and traditional practices and beliefs are increasingly being used to combat alcoholism and drug problems. Indian elders are once again playing a vital role and linking the generations. Every summer, Indian groups across Canada host “powwows”-spectacular celebrations reminiscent of the annual gatherings held by Indians in earlier times.

Indians want recognition of their rights as the original inhabitants of Canada- in effect, the country’s “First Nations”. There is no consensus, even among Indian and other aboriginal groups, as to how these rights should be defined.

Indian peoples want to be recognized as partners in Canadian society, with access to the same opportunities as other Canadians. They wish to protect and revive their languages and cultures. They are adamantly opposed to assimilation. In addition, Indians are actively seeking settlement of land claims and other longstanding grievances, joint management of resources in regions in close proximity to their lands, and powers to govern their communities according to their own priorities and values.

CANADIAN ART

   Early Canadian art in the European tradition cannot be separated from European artistic production of the same period. From the time they arrived in Canada, French colonists attempted to reproduce an architectural environment that reminded them of their motherland.

   Objects of curiosity as well as of conquest, the native people of the New World were first depicted on maps by illustrations who had no direct knowledge of their subject. Books about Canada were more accurate. The works of Samuel de Champlain, for instance, were illustrated by a few engravings based on Champlain’s drawings, which gave relatively good view of some aspects of Huron life.
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   The arrival of the British in North America had an immediate effect on painting. English officers trained at the Military Academy in Woolwich shower their enthusiasm for the Canadian landscape by producing many topographic paintings and ornamental landscapers which were often engraved in London. Thomas Davies was one of the earliest.

   New waves of colonists had a profound influence on the arts. Like the French before them, the British tended to prefer the style which they knew best, Georgian, which for a long time thereafter symbolized allegiance to the British crown. The loyalists drought art objects and ideas with them from the US, including silver, engravings and paintings, as well as the memories of the architecture of various regions.

   The turn of the century saw the beginning of that is sometimes called the Golden Age of Quebec painting. New stimuli became available; Quebec artists went to Europe to study, and European artists continued to arrive in Canada.

   In 1796 York (named Toronto in 1834) became the capital of Upper Canada. Growing prosperity attracted portrait painters such as G.T. Berthon, landscape painters such as Robert     R. Whale, and explorers and genre painters such as William Hind, whose sketches are as interesting as his paintings. All were precursors of the more important Lucius O’Brien, John A. Fraser and Allan Edson, who like American painters of the same period, favored a romantic approach to landscape, with richer brushwork and subtler use of color.

    With Confederation in 1867, the urge to express a new sense of Canada as a unified country was felt in the arts. The Parliament Buildings in Ottawa were completed in 1866; Robert Harris was commissioned to paint his famous group portrait his famous group portrait, The Fathers of Confederation, in 1883. The Royal Canadian Academy of Arts and the National Gallery of Canada were great years for Canadian painting. The Toronto – based Group of Seven, completely committed to the Task of giving Canada a truly national from of Painting, sought in the Canadian landscape their source of inspiration. They responded to its grandeur and captured it in decorative pattering and bold colours, without falling into the naturalism of the previous generation.

   John Lyman, a great admirer of Morrice, attempted after his return from Europe in the early 1930s to realign the art movement with the ecole de Paris. In 1939 he created the Contemporary Arts Society and organized the modernist offensive in Canadian painting. WWII coincided with unprecedented growth in painting in Quebec. 

   In general, the problem of contemporary Canadian painting is to maintain its originally in the face of strong American influences. 

   At first sight, modern architecture in Canada may look more international in style than do painting or sculpture. Climate and tradition, however, have led architects to achieve a style with a specific Canadian character. Foreigners are more trilled than Canadians by the extent of Canadian subterranean architecture in cities like Montreal or Toronto, where it is possible to go from hotel to shopping centre to living quarters without stepping outside into the cold.

   What, then, is distinctive about Canadian art? From the beginning, artists in Canada have refused to operate in a vacuum, to cut themselves off from their European roots, whether French, English, Scottish, Irish or Ukrainian. At the same time, freed from a heavy weight of traditions, they display a certain inventiveness, imposed by isolation, by adaptation to difficult physical conditions. In many respects the Canadian experience in art may seem to parallel the American one, but the French influence, completely lacking in the US, is too overwhelming in Canadian art not to maintain an essential distinction between the art forms of the two countries. This quality is true not for Quebec and French Canadian artists, but for all Canadian artists. Moreover, federal institutions like the Canada Council, the Art Bank and the National Gallery have succeeded in creating among contemporary Canadian artists a sense of community that goes beyond the language barrier and seeks a specific Canadian answer to the problems of art in our day. 

CANADIAN MUSIC

   Canada has developed its own brands of traditional music, including the French, Irish and  Scottish – derived Cape Breton Fiddle Music of the Maritimes, the Franco – Celtic styles of Quebec that often include foot percussion and a scat style called turlutte; and other national  styles from the Ottawa Valley to the west.

   In the realm of popular music, Canada has produced a variety of internationally successful performers, such as (alphabetically):
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 Bryan Adams, Paul Anka, The Band, Barenaked Ladies, DTO, Bruce Cockburn, Delerium, 
Celine Dion[image: image12.jpg]By Olidel



 , Maynard Ferguson, Nelly Furtado, Robert Goulet, Guess Who, Avril Lavigne, Bif Naked, Holly McLauchlan, Joni Mitchell, Alanis Morissette, Anne Murray, Nickelback, Our Lady Peace, Oscar Peterson, Rush, Hank Snow, Three Days Grace, The Tragically Hip, Shainia Twain, and Neil Young.

   Glenn Gould.
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   Glenn Gould is Canada’s best – known classical musician. The overwhelming truth is that almost 20 years after his death, Gould is still regarded with reverence, even awe, around the world. With his brilliant recordings of Bach, Beethoven and Schoenberg, his wide ranging thoughts and writings about music, and the radio and television documentaries he created when he forsook the stage for the recording studio, Gould was instrumental in changing the way people listen to and think about classical music. 

   Leonard Cohen.
   Leonard Norman Cohen (Born September 21, 1934 in Montreal, Quebec) is a Canadian poet and novelist, and well – known singer/songwriter. Cohen’s lyrics are often emotionally complex, owing more to the metaphoric word play of poetry than to the conventions of folk music.

   His early songs are in a folk – influenced style; beginning in the 1970s his work began to be influenced by various types of rock music and cabaret music. Cohen typically sings in a deep bass register, with female backing vocals.

   Cohen’s music has become very influential on other singers/songwriters, and more than a thousand cover version of his work have been recorded.

Canadian literature.

Canadian literature may be more difficult to discuss than most because of Canada’s unique geographical and historical situation. Therefore, just as one piece of the Canadian social puzzle has often been, “Is there a Canadian identity?,” one recurrently important piece of Canadian literature puzzle has been the question, ”Is there a Canadian literature at all?”

At the end of the debates, the verdict almost always returned is that there is a literature and an “identity” distinctively Canadian. However, because of its size and breadth, Canadian literature is often broken into sub-categories by region or groups of writers.

Traits of Canadian literature

Those who believe that there is distinctively Canadian literature include the following traits, in no particular order.

· Humor : Canadians do not shy away from serious subject matter, but they have often approached it using humor. Humor is the Canadian way of approaching difficult or sensitive subjects. 
· Satire and Irony : If Canadian literature had to be distilled into a single word, for the sake of comparison with all other literatures, that word would be “satire”. Satire has jokingly been called Canada’s national sport. Canadians have used satire not only to entertain, but also to promote social reform.
· The underdog Hero : if a Canadian novel has a hero at all, it is likely to be of the “underdog” type. An ordinary, everyday person overcomes a large corporation, a bank, a rich tycoon, a government, a natural disaster, ect.
· Urban vs. Rural: The underdog hero ties in with an urban vs. rural theme which has often popped up in Canadian fiction and poetry, and usually portrays the rural as morally superior to the city, which is portrayed as shallow and seedy. Often the simplicity of rural living is presented as something being lost as people move to the cities
· Nature : Reference to nature is prolific in Canadian literature. Nature, while often interpreted as the enemy in some Canadian works, can also be interpreted as divine and ideal in others.
· Mild Anti-Americanism: While not evident in every piece of work by a Canadian, there has been an ongoing anti-American theme from time to time in Canadian literature, often  taking the form of gentle satire. It is best seen as mild sibling rivalry, and may tie in with Canada’s loyalty to the underdog as opposed to the haughty hero, two roles played by Canada and the U.S. in Canadian mythology.
· Self-deprecation: Canadian literature, while  often implying an underlying love and concern for the nation, is not rah-rah patriotic propaganda. There is often self-deprecation within its pages. Canadians have been known to be good at laughing at themselves, which ties in nicely with their ability for satire and humor.
· Canadian Writers

Stephen Leacock (1896-1944)

Born in Swanmore, England in 1896 Stephen Leacock is one of Canada’s great writers of humorous fiction. After many failed attempts at farming in England, South Africa and the United States, his father took the family to the Lake  Simcoe area of Ontario. Leacock’s father eventually abandoned the family, leaving his mother in charge of eleven children. Leacock was educated at the University of Toronto, and then went to the University of Chicago where he studied political economy. In 1903 he took a position as lecturer at McGill University, where he eventually became head of the Department of Economics and Political Science.

Leacock wrote much non-fiction, but he is best known for his humorous fiction. His first collection of humorous stories appeared in 1910, Literary Lapses. They were musing, parodies, satires, funny anecdotes and conversations. Since they were collected from various sources, the stories shared very little in common other than  Leacock’s sharp sense of humor. His two important books of humor are Sunshine Sketches of a little town(1912) and Arcadian Adventures with the idol Rich(1914). In the former, Leacock takes us to small-town Ontario, and while the people and practices of this town are satirized, it is done with great deal of affection. The latter takes place in a large American city and is much more scathing in its criticism of what Leacock saw as a hypocritical, self-serving and ultimately destructive economic upper-class.

He wrote about Mark Twain, Charles Dickens and others, and his thesis is most fully developed in Humor and Humanity(1937). While some critiqued his reliance on a’lesser’ genre, Leacock remained to his first love, humor.

Northrop Frye (1912-1991)

Herman Northrop Frye was a Canadian literary critic, one of the most distinguished of the 20th century.

Born in Sherbrooke, Quebec but raised in Moncton, New Brunswick, Frye studied for his undergraduate degree at Victoria College, University of Toronto. He then studied theology at Emmanuel College, at Victoria University, and was ordained as a minister of he United Church of Canada. After ordination, he Studied at the University of Oxford, before returning to Victoria College for his entire professional career.

He first rose to international prominence when still a student. The prophetic poetry of William Blake had long been considered delusional ramblings that could never be understood. Frye found in it a systematic system system of metaphor derived from Paradise Lost and from the Bible. He published his findings as fearful Symmetry in 1947.

 Ten years later he expanded his vision, arguing in Anatomy of Criticism that there are certain archetypes and symbols used throughout literature. His The Great Code looked at how scenes and images from the Bible underpin all of western literature.

He also engaged in cultural and social criticism and was the recipient of some 39 honorary degrees. Anatomy of Criticism remains one of the most important works of 20th Century literary criticism.

Frye was awarded the Royal Society of Canada’s Lorne Pierce medal in 1958.  In 1972 he was made a Companion of the Order of Canada. Frye died in 1991.

Education

Education in Canada comprises 10 provincial and 2 territorial systems, including public schools, “separate’ schools, and private schools. 

Public education in Canada is co-educational and free up to and including secondary school. The law requires children to attend school from the age of 6 or 7 until they are 15 or 16 years old. In Quebec, free education is extended to include attendance at the general and vocational colleges which charge only a minimal registration fee. The student pays tuition for most other post-secondary education.

In 1993, Canada spent $54.2 billion on education, which represents 8 percent of its gross domestic product. This percentage is among the highest of the industrialized countries.

Conclusion

Visitors to Canada are often surprised by the strange behavior of its inhabitants.  They are unique. Almost everything you come across in Canada is a result of a long history. The Canadians are   proud   of their traditions and carefully keep them up. As you can see, there are so many things that make the Canadians who they are.

In this report we gave the general information on Canada and the Canadians, All this information may be useful for those who is going to visit Canada. 

 The offered job represents may be used as an independent manual, because in the application there are tests, which can be used by the teachers at lessons.

                                Town and country.                      Application 
1. What kinds of ______ are best avoided in cold weather?

    A. clothes                    B. cloths                         C. close
2. The best ________ would be not to wear tight clothing that cuts circulation of blood to hands and feet.

    A. advise                     B. advice 

3. During the winter, why _____ some Canadian leave their bath water in the tub after they are finished with it?

    A. are                          B. do                                C. make

4. The warm water will heat the house a bit. By ______ the water, all of the heat just goes into the sewer pipes.

    A. draining                 B. drained                        C. drains

5. In _____ Canada, at what time is dinner served?

    A. west of                  B. western                        C. west

6. Around 1 o’clock in the afternoon _____ the usual time for dinner.

    A. is                           B. was                              C. has                           D. had

7. In ______ Canada lunch can be served at noon and at time?

    A. west of                  B. western                        C. west

8. Before bed at night or around 11 o’clock at night ______ a wedding dance.

    A. in                           B. on                                C. at

9. What is the proper way to ______ in cold weather?

    A. breathe                   B. breath 

10. _____ in through the nose and out through the month to heat the air before it hits the lungs.

    A. Breathe                  B. Breath

Key: 1.a; 2.b; 3b; 4.a; 5.b; 6.a; 7.b; 8.b; 9.a; 10.a.

Canada.

1. Canada is the second _____ country in the world.

    A. larger                    B. large                              C. largest

2. The capital _____ Canada is Ottawa.

    A. for                         B. of                                  C. in

3. Canada is made _____ ten provinces.

    A. for                         B. of                                  C. in

4. The flag of Canada ______ a red maple leaf in the center.

    A. has                        B. is                                   C. are

5. The two official languages of Canada ______ French and English.

    A. has                        B. is                                   C. are

6. The first Europeans came ______ Canada for the wealth of fur, first and forests. 

    A. has                        B. is                                   C. are

7. The national sport _____ Canada is lacrosse.

    A. of                          B. at                                   C. in

8. Both basketball and hockey _____ first played in Canada.

    A. are                        B. were                               C. was

9. For five years in a row the United Nations has chosen Canada as the best place in the world_____ live

    A. to                          B. for                                  C. of 
Key: 1.c; 2. b; 3b; 4.a; 5.c; 6.c; 7.a; 8.b; 9.a.
