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Pictorial Map of Australia

   The flag has three main features: the red, white, and blue Union Jack in the upper left quarter, indicating Australia's membership in the Commonwealth; the white five-star Southern Cross in the right half; and the white seven-pointed federal star below the Union Jack.
   The Commonwealth of Australia is a capitalist self-governing federal state and a member of the Commonwealth of Nations. It is situated in the southwest of the Pacific Ocean, occupying the continent of Australia and a number of islands, of which Tasmania is the most important.
   Australia is a continent-island washed on its western shoreline by the Indian Ocean and on its east coast by the Pacific Ocean.

   The Commonwealth of Australia, which has an area of 2,965,000 square miles, includes six states and two territories. 16 million people (1987) now live in Australia.

   The federal capital of the country is Canberra.

   The official language is English.

   Australia's climate is relatively warm and dry; wish no extreme cold and little frost, the temperatures ranging from comfortably mild in the south to hot in the north. Long hours of sunshine are characteristic. Winds are light to moderate, except along the coasts, where cyclones have occurred. There is comparatively little seasonal temperature change. All parts of the continent are subjected to great variations in rainfall, but except for a few areas rainfall is insufficient.

   As Australia is situated in the south hemisphere, it has winter when we have summer in the northern hemisphere, and summer when we have winter.

   Summer is from December to February; autumn (fall) March to May; winter – June to August; and spring – September to November. For most of the country the hottest month is January. But, to Tasmania and southern Victoria, it is February and in the tropical north, near the coast, November.

   It is believed that Australia's geological isolation has resulted in many species not found elsewhere.

   Early in the word's history, Australia was separated from the other continents, and its animals have developed differently from theirs. The most peculiar feature is the pouch in which the female carried her young. Such animals are called marsupials. The best known are the kangaroo, the wallaby, the koala bear and the possum. Also, there is the primitive duckbilled platypus that lays eggs but suckles its young. Only the dingo, or wild dog, bears any resemblance to animals of other lands.

   The rabbit and all the domestic animals were introduced into Australia by the settlers less than two hundred years ago.

   There are about 800 varieties of birds. Among them are eagles, hawks, parrots and cockatoos. The emu is a large Australian bird which cannot fly but runs well. The emu and the kangaroo are represented on the national emblem of Australia.

   Australia's coastal waters and rivers contain many varieties of fish.

   Australian wildflowers include the waratah – the national flower of Australia, flannel flower, kangaroo paw and others. Native forests are mainly limited to the wetter belts of the coastal districts. The best known native trees are the gum (eucalyptus) and wattle (acacia). The wattle's 600 species are like the mimosa of North America and Europe.         

   Australia is the flattest of the continents. Roughly three-quarter of the surface of the Australian continent is comprised of outcrops of rock, most of them worn down by wind, dust, frost, rain and time into a vast, low-lying plateau.

   The Great Western Plateau comes out of Western Australia's coastal plains. It covers the whole of that part of the continent.

   East of the Great Western Plateau is the great lowland belt known as the Central-Eastern Lowlands. The belt rises, on the average, to 150 m and at Lake Eyre in South Australia it falls nearly 12 m below sea level.
   Through the Central-Eastern Lowlands run Australia's greatest rivers the Murray and the Darling and many rivers which do not reach the sea but fall into Lake Eyre in South Australia.
   The Eastern Highlands, more commonly known as the Great Dividing Range stretch from Cape York to Tasmania. The southeastern area known as the Australian Alps, has several peaks exceeding 1800 m in height. The Australian Alps contain some of Australia's highest terrain, including Mount Kosciusko 7,328 feet high. It is the highest point on the continent.
   Alice Springs is the geographical centre of Australia.
   Australia is an important producer and exporter of primary products. It leads the word in wool production and is a significant supplier of grains, dairy products, meat, sugar and fruit.
   Australia is famous for its sleep and almost all of Australia's wool has traditionally been exported.
   Australia is among the major producers of minerals and metals. It is rich in black coal, bauxite, ores of iron, copper, nickel, lead, zinc, manganese, uranium and gold.
   Most of the factories are situated near big cities. There are five big cities in Australia: Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and Brisbane. These cities are also the country's main ports.
   Australia has an Academy of Sciences. It conducts research in science and technology.

   There are some educational and cultural institutions such as universities, museums, libraries, theatres. Besides there are beautiful buildings and parks.
   Notice should be taken of the unusual architecture of such fine buildings as the Australian Academy of Sciences and Sydney Opera House.
   From the History of Australia. Australia's first settlers were the Aboriginal, a dark-skinned race of hunters and food-gatherers. It is believed that they have arrived from Asia at least 38,000 years ago. Some are thought to have used a land bridge then linking the two continents, but later submerged by rising sea levels; others to have used rafts and canoes.

   They scattered in small family or tribal groups throughout the continent. Like the latter-day European settlers, the Aboriginals were attracted to the better-watered country or the coastal line, especially the south and the east. In the drier hinterland, widely dispersed groups maintained a permanent balance with natural food supplies.

   About the time of European settlement, the Aboriginal population is believed to have numbered some 30,000. At this stage, they have developed a rich, complex and distinctive culture finely tuned to their environment, but had a physically severe and relatively primitive life-style. The directions in which Aboriginal society could develop were limited by their environment and lack of contact with other peoples. Innovations like agriculture, the domestication of animal – except for the dingo, which they introduced to Australia – and metal working had no place in the development of Aboriginal society.

   Asian, and possibly Arab seafarers made early visit to Australia, but they left little lasting evidence of their calls.

   The continent was discovered by the Dutch in 1606, who called it New Holland.

   In April 1770 Captain Cook made his first visit to Australia. He landed at Botany Bay. Excursions island were made and the bay was surveyed. This bay, however, proved unsuitable and the first settlement (the first settlers came from Britain in 1788) was made instead at Port Jackson, on the site of present-day Sydney. 

   Captain Matthew Flinders in 1804 proposed the name of Australia, but the term did not come into general use until the 1820s.
   Education in Australia. School attendance is compulsory between the ages of 6 and 15 years in all States except Tasmania, where the leaving age is 16. Most children are educated in government schools, where tuition at primary and secondary levels is free.

   Most children begin school at the age of five, attending preparatory classes attached to a primary school. Primary schools provide basic education for children up to 12 or 13.

   When primary education has been completed after six or seven years, students generally go on to a local secondary school. 

   They do not usually remain in the one class all day, nor do they all study the same subjects, although those offered include a number already studied in primary school. Additionally, they may have a choice of technical, commercial and foreign language subjects, and of the physical and social sciences and mathematics. If certain courses are not available at a particular school, other arrangements, such as correspondence courses, may be made by school authorities in the interest of the student.

   School days are divided into “periods” and the students are taught by a number of teachers, each specializing in a particular group of subjects. In some secondary schools, the general studies program in the junior form encourages students to organize their own study programs using the facilities of the subject teacher and the teacher-librarian.

   The most common type of secondary school is the co-educational comprehensive or multipurpose high school which offers a wide range of subjects.

   Most high schools have modern facilities for teaching science, commercial subjects, woodwork and other technical subjects. In some States there are, however, separate high schools specializing in the technical, agricultural, commercial and home science fields. Some agricultural high schools are residential. The curriculum in these specialist schools consists of general academic subjects and practical training. Open-plan secondary schools operate in some areas. In there team-teaching and flexible study programs are common.

   External examinations at a junior level (after three or four years at high school) have been phased out in all States and replaced by testing and assessment of student performance by teachers within schools. Completion of three or four years' high school may be followed by further education at technical or agricultural college or other training institutions, or the student may find employment in industry or commerce.

   Though an independent nation, Australia, like Canada, has close institutional links with Britain, and Queen Elizabeth II of England is also formally Queen of Australia.
   The Queen is represented in Australia by the Governor-General and six State Governors.

   The Commonwealth of Australia includes six states: New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia, Tasmania and two internal territories – the Australian Capital Territory, home of Canberra, the national capital; and the Northern Territory.
   Australia has a Parliament. The Australian Parliament has two chambers: the House of Representatives is the more important Chamber of the Australian Parliament. The Prime Minister is normally drawn from among its membership. The government of the country is headed by the Prime Minister.

   All State Parliaments, except Queensland's, have also two chambers.

   The States run such areas as education, police, health services, agriculture, transport and roads.

   There are the following main political parties in Australia: the Labour Party, the Liberal Party. The Socialist Party of Australia is the working-class party. Its public influence is growing. The Party was founded in 1971. “The Guardian” is the newspaper of the Socialist Party of Australia.

Australia. Australians Protesting the Arms Race.

   Australians fight for peace. Today the working people of Australia think about their future generations. Australians protest American military bases deployment. 
CANBERRA

   Canberra, the Capital of Australia.

   The city of Canberra is the heart of Australian's Capital Territory and the seat the seat of Federal Government. It is situated in the southeast of the State of New South Wales, on grassy uplands about 2,000 feet above sea-level with groups of eucalyptus in favorable positions. It gives the city an air of quiet rich beauty.
   The city was specially planned as a capital. The lay-out of the city was suggested by the architect Griffin. And the building of the city was started in 1913. In 1927, Canberra became the capital of Australia.
   Canberra is a quiet capital, even in rush hours. All the government buildings are situated in the city. There are no industrial plants in the city.

   Frosty nights and sunny days characterize winter and autumn here. Taking advantage of these natural conditions, an army of gardeners is permanently on duty. They tend more than two million native evergreen trees that grace the streets and parks. They reserve seasonal flowers.

   The flowers in spring are very beautiful. These are the times of the year during which Canberra is at its best.

   The growth of the population was at first slow. In 1970 it reached 125,000 and is expanding more rapidly than in any other city in Australia. Now 264,000 people live in Canberra.

   Federal Parliament House stands in a setting of trees, lawns and shrubs so typical of Canberra.

   The Building of the Australian Academy of Sciences is situated on the territory of the Australian National University.

   It is one of Canberra's most unusual buildings which house the Academy. It consists mainly of a copper dome 150 feet in diameter and resting on arches set in an angular pool. The Academy, constituted by Royal Charter in 1954, promotes scientific knowledge and research, represents Australian science at the national and international levels, holds symposia and arranges visits of scientists from other countries.

   The Australian National University was founded in Canberra in 1946. The University includes as its school of General Studies, the Canberra University College, established in 1930.

   It also includes the John Curtin School of Medical Research and the Research School of Physical Sciences, of Social Sciences, and of Pacific Studies. In 1960 it was reconstituted, combining both undergraduate and postgraduate facilities.

   Australia has 19 universities. 
SYDNEY 
Sydney. The Central Part of the City.

   Sydney is the capital of the State of New South Wales. Its metropolitan area is over 1,573 square miles. About 3 million people now live in the city. Sydney is the oldest and largest city in Australia.
   Sydney was founded in 1788. The discovery of gold in 1851 stimulated its development.

   It was the first city founded in Australia by British colonists – due to the beautiful site and the advantages offered by streams and bays. The principal streets are lived by handsome residences and commercial houses. The important buildings include the government offices – of white stone in Italian style, the magnificent Town Hall with a high tower and fine organ, the University, Parliament Houses.

   There are some places of interest in Sydney such as Town Hall, Sydney Opera House, the Australian Museum, the University of Sydney and others.

   The Australian Museum, founded in 1836, is the oldest institution of the kind in Australia. It contains a very large botanical garden, a technological exhibit, and a library.
   The University of Sydney dates from 1852, receiving its royal charter in 1858. Women students were admitted since 1881.
   Sydney is a big industrial centre. Sydney manufactures electrical engineering and electronics, computers, refrigerators. Light and food industries, printing industry are also developed in the city.

   Sydney manufactures glass, pottery, boots and shoes, stoves, hardware, tobacco, etc.

   Like London, Sydney has the City, Hyde Park and Speakers' Corner.

   Sydney Opera House is a beautiful modern building. It is a theatre-shell. The first performance at the theatre was Prokofyev's opera “War and Peace”.
   Here you can see Sydney Opera House in its picturesque setting on Sydney Harbour.

   Australia has eight fully professional symphony orchestras. The Australian Broadcasting Commission has established six of these – one in each of the State capital cities – and the Elizabethan Theatre Trust has established two. The Trust orchestras provide music for the Australian Ballet.

   Major drama companies in the various states are supported by the Australia Council. In Sydney they include the Old Tote Theatre Company, which stages many of its productions in the drama theatre of the Sydney Opera House.
   Commercial theatre organizations play an important role in the theatrical life of the country, providing musicals and plays and bringing to Australia overseas companies such as the Leningrad Kirov Company, the Royal Shakespeare Company, the Moscow Circus, the Bolshoi Ballet and Black Theatre of Prague.

   The national ballet company, the Australian Ballet, was founded in 1962 and is based in Melbourne.

   The Australian Ballet tours the State capital cities with full-length classical ballets, while regional companies supported by the State governments perform in their own capitals and in provincial centres. The Australian Ballet also tours overseas.

    Sydney. The Captain Cook Monument.
   James Cook (1728 – 1779), an English naval captain and explorer, was born on October 28, 1728, at Marton village, Cleveland, Yorkshire, where his father was first an agricultural labourer and then a farm bailiff.
   In 1755 Cook joined the Royal Navy. As an explorer Cook made three voyages. In 1768 – 1771 James Cook sailed off on “The Endeavor” to make a round-the-world voyage 
sponsored by the Admiralty. A second round-the-world voyage was undertaken in 1772 – 1775 to explore New Zealand and some South Pacific islands. Cook's third and last voyage was made in 1778, primarily with the purpose of finding a north-west passage. He met his death in February, 1779 at the hands of Hawaiians.

   Captain James Cook's name is truly associated with the discovery and exploration of the Pacific islands, Australia and New Zealand by Englishmen.
MELBOURNE
Melbourne, the Capital and the Chief Port of the State of Victoria.
   Melbourne is the capital and the chief port of the State of Victoria. It is the second largest city of Australia. The city and its numerous suburbs occupy an extensive area, with the Yarra River, a stream of no great size. The central and most important business part of the city is on the north bank of the Yarra. Melbourne was the capital of the country till 1917.

   The chief industrial products of Melbourne are leather, furniture, clothing, flour, ale, cigars, ironware, woolens, ets. The shipping trade is large both in exports and imports, the chief of the former being wool and gold, of the latter manufactured goods. 

   The city is built on a rectangular plan with fine wide streets lined with handsome public buildings and residences.

   There are some places of interest in Melbourne. They are the Houses of Parliament, Melbourne University, Olympic Stadium, the National Gallery of Victoria, museums, libraries and others.

   The public buildings of Melbourne are noteworthy. The Houses of Parliament contain the State Legislative Assembly and Council Government House with a tower 145 feet high. Other public buildings include the free library with some 300,000 volumes, the University, with a museum and a magnificent hall (the Wilson Hall) in the Gothic style, the Town Hall, with a large assembly room containing an organ. There are several “skyscraper” office and store buildings.

   At the head of the educational institutions is Melbourne University and the four denominational college, Trinity, Ormond, Queen's and Newman. The national Gallery of Victoria in Melbourne has a collection of paintings and other art works.

   The 1956 Olympic Games left Melbourne with some of the sporting facilities in Australia, and Flemington Race-course, where the Melbourne Cup is held, is world famous.

   There are several parks and other grounds for public recreation, and among these the Botanic Garden deserves special notice because of its beauty, and the value of its collection of trees and plants.

   Aboriginal population for 1985 was about 250,000.

   Probably less than half of the Aboriginal population lives in tribal and mixed communities in the remoter areas of the continent, mainly in the Northern Territory and in part of Western Australia, South Australia and Queensland. Practically only ceremonial life remains strong in some areas.

   Aboriginals throughout Australia are generally disadvantaged in terms of education, health, employment and housing standards.

   Only a few men such as Albert Namatjira (1902 – 1959), who was one of the most popular painters in Australia, prove what the Aboriginals can do if they are given the opportunities of civilization.
   Aboriginal tribes have complex systems or religion, law and social organization and a rich store of ceremony and mythology. Their rock and bark paintings, engravings and dances are widely welcome with loud shouts. People of Aboriginal descent and other Australians have shown increasing interest in Aboriginal culture.
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