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Education in America
Introduction
The US does not have a national school system and the federal government does not run schools. Public elementary and secondary schools are run by states and local school districts. All states require children to go to school, most up to age 16 (some to 18), regardless of race, gender, disability, knowledge of English, citizenship, status as an immigrant (i.e. illegal immigrant children attend school). Public elementary and secondary schools are very popular and they do not charge tuition for education. According to statistics 90% of American students in elementary and secondary schools go to public schools. There is some difference in the vocabulary concerning the US education:

For example,
a. grade school = elementary school (kindergarten – 8th grades)

b. high school = secondary school (9th – 12th grades)

c. college = post-secondary, 4-year institution

i. a college can also be part of a large university

ii. Americans often say “college” to mean colleges or universities

Until the 1840s, there was no system of education in America. Thomas Jefferson was the first to suggest free education for all children in 1779.

There are 6 hours a day, from Monday till Friday (on Saturday ad Sunday children don’t need to go to school). Their school year begins in late August/early September and ends up in May/June. Children have long summer break.
I. 1. Pre-Elementary Education – Preschool and kindergarten begins at the age of 3 and lasts 1-2 years of school before starting elementary school. It consists of
i. 1st year (2 years before 1st grade): pre-kindergarten or nursery school

(in such school children stay only for ½ day, generally in the morning)

ii. 2nd year (1 year before 1st grade): kindergarten or preschool

(in such school children stay all day long).

Besides kindergarten or preschool there are a lot of organizations such as day care centers, child care services (including services in the home), charitable organizations (including churches)

2.Elementary Education – Grade School (1st  – 8th grade) begins around age 6. Average school has 500 students. Students do not choose what classes and when they take. They often stay in 1-2 classrooms for the day (except for P.E., music and art classes).Class size is about 20 -30 students. There is 1-2 long breaks and a lunch period. Teachers must have bachelor’s degree.  They can be certified as general elementary school teachers or a teacher for a certain subject. The core subjects are:

· math
· language arts: reading, grammar, writing, literature

· penmanship (how to write)

· science

· social studies: history, geography, citizenship

· physical education (gym class)

· (some) computers 

· religion is not taught in public schools

3. Secondary Education – High School (9th – 12th grades)grades: freshman (a student of the first year ), sophomore (the second year), junior (the third year), senior (the fourth year). Average high school has 700 students which take classes from many different teachers, often change rooms during the day. Their class periods last 30-90 minutes. Teachers must have bachelor’s degree or certified as general high school teachers or for a subject. Concerning subjects: students have more independence in choosing courses. Students take only general courses: do not specialize in a field until 2nd year of college. Nevertheless required subjects are:

1. science: min. 3 years (includes biology, chemistry, physics)

2. math: min. 3 years (includes algebra, geometry, algebra II, and/or precalculus/trigonometry)

3. English: 4 years

4. social science: always includes American history + other history, government, and economics courses

5. physical education: min. 1 year

6. (sometimes) health: anatomy, nutrition, first aid, sexual education

7. (sometimes) foreign languages

Besides there are elective subjects which are not required but optional. They are mainly for older students :

a. visual arts: drawing, sculpture, painting, photography, film

b. performing arts: acting/drama, band, orchestra, dance

c. foreign languages: French, German, Spanish (less common Chinese, Latin, Greek, Japanese)

d. technology education or “shop”: how to use tools, carpentry, machine repair

e. computers: word processing, programming, graphic design

f. publishing: student newspaper/yearbook/literary magazine

g. driver’s education

h. home economics/cooking 

And advanced classes:

8. honors classes: for gifted and very motivated students

a. higher quality, harder

9. AP or IB – courses/programs which can count as passing a college course

Before graduating you must complete 12th grade to graduate. Children are required to go to school until at least age 16 (30 states).Nevertheless student may stop going to school once he/she has passed required age. It can be called “dropping out” (to drop out).”Dropouts” do not finish school and do not receive a certificate or diploma

Life in high school is very interesting thanks to different kinds of extracurricular activities which are not part of regular curriculum but controlled by the school. They are very important: given very priority and lots of attention by community, parents, students, and schools. They can be of different types:
a. Sports: football, baseball, basketball, track and field, swimming, gymnastics, water polo, soccer, tennis, wresting, cheerleading

b. other activities:

i. marching bands and music groups

ii. student government

iii. school newspapers

iv. School dances
Alternative Education
Private Schools
Such schools are run by private individuals and groups. They almost all charge tuition

But about 90% of American students in elementary and secondary schools attend public schools. 4 out of 5 private schools are religious (religion is the part of the curriculum)wherever religion in public schools is not taught.  Private schools are usually smaller. They can be:
a. independent – any school not controlled by a church or religious organization

b. religious

i. 85% of private schools are religious, 50% of religious schools are Roman Catholic

ii. Roman Catholic schools

iii. Other religious schools

1. 34% of all private schools

2. mostly Protestant

3. Jewish schools

c. nonreligious

Private schools can be very expensive. The tuition for one academic year can be around 20 000 USD.
Grading and Tests
In the USA there is no national grading scale. It can be represented in the type of:

i. letters (fixed)

1. A (excellent) = 95-100 or 91-100

2. B (good) = 85-95 or 81-90

3. C (fair) = 75-85 or 71-80

4. D (poor) = 65-75 or 61-70

5. F (failure) = <65 or <60

ii. pass-fail
Summary: Levels of Education
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